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GENERAL PREFACE 



SCRIPTURE VINDICATED. 



J. HAVE for some time thought, (though I was not at 
first aware of it,) that in a work of this nature it might be 
proper to say something, in a preliminary way^ concern- 
ing the various kinds of interpretation of Scripture, and of 
the several names which they have or may go under. 
For it is obvious to observe, from what one frequently 
meets with, in conversing either with men or books, that 
great confusion arises from the want of proper distinctions 
between one kind of interpretation and another. Many 
are used to confound literal construction with ^gurativey 
or figurative with mystical^ or one kind of mystical inter- 
pretation with another kind. Some are apt to confound 
metaphor y^iih allegory ; while others as much confound 
allegory with Jable, or parable, I do not at present re- 
collect whether any of our English writers have profess- 
edly handled this subject: among Latin authors, Glas- 
sius ^ is most considerable, and best known ; though to 
scholars only, and not to all them. Him I intend for my 
pattern all the way, extracting from him what shall ap- 
pear most useful, and improving upon it where I can, 

■ GUsnuSy Philolog. Sacr. part. i. lib. 2. tract. 1 . p. 347, &c. edit Lips. 
A. D. 1725. 

B 2 
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4 A GENERAL PREFACE 

• 

rendering the whole as clear and distinct as the nature of 
the things or my present conceptions of it, will permit. 

Interpretation of Scripture, as I conceive, is most con- 
veniently distinguished into three kinds, literal, figurative, 
and mystical ; though Glassius and others choose rather 
to make but two branches of the division, throwing figu- 
rative under literal, and comprehending all under literal 
and mystical. I shall hint something, as I go along, of 
their reason for doing it, showing withal why I cannot so 
well approve of it. In the mean while, I take leave to 
follow the threefold partition which I have mentioned^ 
and shall now treat of the several parts in their order as I 
have named thensi. 

I. 

The literal interpretation of any place of Scripture i* 
such as the words properly and grammatically bear, or 
require, without any trope, metaphor, or figure, and ab- 
stracting from any mystic meaning: as for instance, " God 
*^ created the heaven and the earth/* The words mean 
what they literally import, and are to be interpreted ac- 
cording to the letter. Such literal meaning, when it con- 
tains some part of history, or of matter of fact, may be 
called historical, and often is so : and at other times, 
when it contains only some matter of doctrine, it might 
be called doctrinal; though I know not whether such 
distinction has been commonly observed. However, it 
might not be amiss, for the sake of clear and distinct con- 
ception, to subdivide literal into its two miun branches,, 
as I have here done, into historical and doctrinal. 

II. 
Th^ figurative construction of any place of Scripture 
is the interpreting it, not by what the words would in 
themselves most strictly and properly import, but by 
what they really intend under a figure. For instance, 
^ The wolf shall dwell with the lamb»>." A literal con- 

^ Is*. 3d. 6. 
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TO SCRIPTURE VINDICATED. 5 

detraction of these words would be absurd, and therefore 
cannot be admitted as the real meaning of the Prophet :: 
for which reason soHie would scruple to give it the name 
of a literal constructionf being that it is no comtruction of 
Scripture in that case^ no sense of the texL But though 
such literal sense is not the true meaning of the text, 
(since the Jigurative construction is the only true one,) 
yet it is not amiss to say, that the words in themselves, 
or in their literal import, do properly signify what they 
express ; only they are here to be Jiguratively taken, and 
the letter must give place to the intentixm. But though 
it be owned, in such instances, that those words of Scrip- 
ture, considered as Scrtptur-ej have no literal sense at all, 
nor any hnt figurative ^ yet it wiU not from thence follow, 
that such figurative meaning is the literal sense of Scrip- 
ture, or that it ought so to be called. All that follows is, 
that some places of Scripture admit of no literal meaning 
at all, while others do. Tagive the name of literal to a 
figurative construction (only because the figurative here 
happens to be the true one) is confounding literal with 
figurative, and that very needlessly. For since the intent 
is only to avoid (what the Romanists plead for) two or 
more true constructions of the same words, this end is as 
well answered by saying, that the literal sense, in such 
case, is really no sense of the text ; and so the text has 
but one true senses which is the ^gura/tw. But if every 
true sense of any place were therefore to be called its lite- 
ral sense, then even a mystical construction, when it hap- 
pens to be the true one, might be called literal; and in 
this way, all true constructions of Scripture, of what kind 
soever they were, would of course be called literal ones, 
which would breed great confusion. 

Besides, while some comprehend figurative under lite- 

* Ex sermonis fine atque scopo manifestom est, unicum Bohun ejus ewe 
posse et debere tensum: licet enim subinde adhibeantur roces formulsque 
dupHeem sensum admittentes, proprvtm etjfigunUum ; Decesse tamen est ot 
ex mientume loqnenlis unicus tantum locum iuyeniat. Buddtnu de Sermo- 
nis iensu vero, p. 317. 

«3 
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ral, they are forced to distinguish literal construction into 
two kinds, viz. simply literal zxiA. figuratively literal <>, 
which sounds very harsh ; or else into proper and impro- 
perly which is no better than the other: wherefore, for 
the avoiding perplexity in termSy and as great confusion in 
ideaSf it appears highly requisite to make literal entirely 
distinct from figuratively as two branches in the division, 
and not to run both into one. 

Of figurative construction, there may be as many kinds 
as there are tropes or figures, though they have not yet 
been, and indeed need not be, enumerated, nor have spe- 
cial names assigned them : only a metaphorical construc- 
tion is what often occurs under that very name, and it is 
one species of figurative. When Herod is denominated 
A fox, as resembling that animal in some particular qua- 
lity or qualities, the sense is figurative, and metaphorical. 
Sometimes a discourse runs in a continued metaphor, 
which rhetoricians are used to call an allegory. It is a 
kind of allegory in words or expressions, very different 
from the theological or scriptural allegory, which is an al- 
legory in things or in realities fi*, as shall be more fully 
explained hereafter in the proper place. 

The prophetic writings abound in metaphors and other 
figures of speech, but more in symbols, or emblems; 
which, though near akin to metaphors, are not the same 
thing with them, but are more properly referred to mysti- 
cal, tb^ U) figurative construction ; as will appear in the 
sequel. 

' Vkl. Glawitu, ibid. p. 3/0. 

<■ Vid. Pfeifier. Hermenent Sacr. p. 633. 

^ Asjigtares are of two kinds, grammatical and rhetorical^ I would not be 
uudentood to exclude the grammatical from coming under the head of lite- 
ral, but the rhetorical oidy. The grammatical figures are redudble to five ; 
ell^uii, pleonasm, enallage, hj^palkige, sj^nchysie: in all which cases the 
construction is strictly literal, though irregular, or anomalous, out of the 
common rules of grammar, or syntax. 

« Allegoria ex usu vocis duplex statuitur, verborum et rerum : illam rhe- 
torieam, banc theohgieam nppellat Sandsus. CUus. p. 409. conf. 1950. 
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III. 
The third kind of interpretation is mysHcaJf v^hich is 
of large extent, and will require a more particular consi- 
deration. Mystical interpretation (otherwise call spiri- 
tual) is commonly supposed to take place, when the 
words of Scripture, over and above their literal and im" 
mediate meaning, have also a more remote signification, a 
sublime or spiritual sense. Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights K The literal and histo- 
rical meaning is what those words plainly and properly 
import, expressing the real fact, so far as concerns Jonah : 
but the mystical meaning, couched under the same words, 
is, that '^ the Son of roan was'' (or was to be) <^ three days 
<^ and three nights ia the heart of the earth L'' Some 
Protestant Divines would scruple the allowing any mysti- 
cal sense, for fear of admitting two senses of the same 
words ^: but they allow the thing all the while, only 
they choose to call it a mystical referenccj application^ 
tise, accommodation^ or aspect^ rather than a mystical sense. 
The dispute amounts only to a strife about words or 
names, while both sides are agreed in the main point, and 
both admit the same mystical interpretation under differ- 
ent appellations ; and both defend themselves, though in 
different ways, against the Popish errors on this head* 
The difference may be accommodated by the help of a 
single distinction, viz. between the meaning of words and 
the meaning of things; or by saying, that the words of 
Scripture in such cases express such a thing, and that 
thing represents or signifies another thing. The words, 
properly, bear but one sense, and that one sense is the 
literal one ; but the thing expressed by the letter is fur- 
ther expressive of something sublime or spiritual. Thus, 
for example, the words relating to Jonah carry but one 

k Jonah i. 17. 
1 Matt. xiL 40. 

^ See Pfetffer. Hermeneut Sacr. p. 635. and coropaie Glassnu on the other 
side of the question, p. 305, &c. 

B4 
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meaning, the literal meanmg, expressing such a, fad; 
but then that fact expresses, prefigures, or typifies an- 
other ^c/ of a higher and more important nature. The 
wt>rd$ mean only, that Jonah was in the belly of thejish^ 
&c. but then his hett^ so was significative of something 
more excellent ; namely, of the death and burial of Christ* 
In this way of settling the forms of speaking (for that is 
all) the same one sense of Scripture texts is maintained 
against the Romanists; and the contending parties of 
Protestants may both of them obtain all that they really 
aim at. Those that plead most for a mystical sense (be* 
sides the literal one) do it for this reason chiefly, because 
the Spirit of Ood certainly intended such mystic meaning. 
Allowed : but if such mystic meaning be signified by the 
thing contuned in the letter, it answers every purpose as 
well as if it were signified by the letter itself. But I pass 
on. Mystical interpretation (be it of words or of things) 
is properly distributed into four several kinds, which we 
may call parabolical, symbolical^ typical^ and allegorical: 
of which in their order, as here follows. 

I. It is parabolical interpretation, when we understand 
any part of Scripture as containing a parable, or as writ- 
ten by way of parable. A parable is a kind of similitiide, 
or ^fictitious parallel taken up at pleasure to represent 
some real case : it is a case in fiction aptly made choice 
of to signify some case in fact, be it supposed past, pre- 
sent, or future 1. Such were Jotham's », and Nathan's", 
and Micaiah's<> parables: and such also are the parables 
so frequently occurring in the Gospels. The literal sense 
in a parable is the simile, or representation: the mystical 
is the truth, or real fact. TruUi veiled under apt resem- 
blances formed in the way of narration, is what properly 

I PUvboU est nmiUtado len oomparmtiOy qna res aliqua at gesta et con- 
fecta apposite fingitor et nairatnr, et cam alia re spiritoali conlertor, sea ad 
earn stgoificandaiii accammodatnr, GUuniu^ p. 479. 

« Judg. ix. 8. 

" 2Sam. xii. 1. 

• 1 Kings xxii. l^. 
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makes or constitutes a partdfleP. Sometimes a key or 
explicatioD is superadded to the parable; as in Nathan's, 
and in many of our blessed Lord's : and then the mystical ^ 
meaning is ^ven, as well as the literal one. I say, the 
mystical meanmg of the parable; for as to the wards 
expressing such explication, they are literally interi>reted, 
and that explication is their literal meaning. In strictness 
also, the words of the parable have but one meaning, a 
Uteral meaning, containing ^feigned narration : but that 
feigned narration itself, or the things contained in it, re- 
present another thing, and therefore are s^d to have a 
mystical, or spiritual signification <i. 

Glassius distinguishes parables into three Idnds, from 
their respective matter, or contents % as containing either, 
I. Things commonly done, as the parable of the leaven. 
%. Or things possible to be done. 3. Or things impossi^ 
lie; as the parable of Jotham's speaking trees. Others 
look upon probability, or at least possibility, as essential 
to the very nature and definition of a parable: and if any 
such narration carries in it no appearance of probability, 
they call it a fable; or if it be not so much as possible, 
they call it an apologue*: by which account, Jotham's 

f Propfio M Bfttivo qaodam tensa parabola DOtat artifidoMm rei cijui- 
dam fictBy ad alind ngmficaDdam, Darrationem. Georg, Neumanni Diuer- 
tat. X. p. 419. 

Parakolam didnras figmentam yeriaiinile, protaai et apodon oonatansy 
quo orioitalet potimnnim docto r e a doctiinam reoondebant, nt soblmiioni 
caperentnr iiuiliiiij torpeatesqae et nides animi qnadam docendi voloptate 
permukerentiir. Neumann, ibid. p. 421. 

4 Nobis sensiim paraheim ponderantibus, snffidt rignificatftonem rerwm et 
verbamm probe diftingiiere. Senros enim verbit immediate expremis, per- 
inde vt cu|)iiaqiie rei (brma, Mnictu eat : interim ret iUa rerbis indlcata de- 
notare rem aUam potest (sive mysticam, sive moralem iUam) proat a scrip- 
tore intenfitor. Sie paraboia Salratoris Loc. Tiii. 5. InteUectai noatro of- 
fiert MHMN; hM nemo dixerit hoc twrfo dirersa hnc exprimi, et naturale se- 
men et gpkriiuale: at rero eemme rignificator verbum Dei, qood owtas 
qnasdam rationes com eemine habet communes. Neuman, p. 432. 

' Glanlns, p. 482. 

" Vld. Nemnan. ibid. p. 424—427. Itaqae apologue ut simulachrum veri- 
talis} parabola veto at bisloria et «zemplum accipi debet ab auditore, p. 
427. 
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ingenious fiction must not be called a parablsy but an apo^ 
logue. But those names are frequently confounded, and 
even the learned are not hitherto well agreed in the strict 
notion or definition of a parable, 

A parable difiers from a continued metaphor, in several 
respects <; but more particularly in this, that a continued 
metaphor represents but one case or story, (be it real or 
feigned,} under borrowed and figurative expressions, while 
a parable represents two distinct stories or cases "; the 
case in fiction^ and the case in fact. How a parable dif- 
fers from an allegory , properly so called, will appear in 
the sequel, when I come to show what an allegory is, 
and how it diflfers from a parable. How a parable differs 
from a romance, novel, or drama, may be seen at large in 
a learned writer * before quoted. * 

2. After parabolical interpretation, I may mention sym- 
bolical, as being near akin to it; for there is a kind of 
fictitious similitude or parallel in both. Some certain 
symbols are chosen and made use of in the way of fiction 
to represent other things. An example will best show 
what a symbol, or a symbolical interpretation means. We 
read in Isaiah T, that '^ all the host of heaven shall be dis- 
*' solved." Now the host of heaven literally signifies sun, 
moon, and stars : but sun, moon, and stars symbolically 
signify the princes and nobles (civil and ecclesiastical) 
forming any state or polity 2. So then, the dissolving the 
host of heaven symbolically means the dissolving the 
whole frame and constitution of such civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal state. This kind of construction nearly resembles the 

« Vid. Glassius, p. 477. 

« Parabola nibil aliud est qaam sermo idmilitudinis (nt ita dicam) con- 
stans nr^ctf-ii et artH^w'trfiraig'tf est schema quoddam historicum, sea nar- 
ratio qusDdam vel facta, rel ex instituto rhetorice ficta, et ^anquam possibllis 
repnesentata : 'AvSUett e«t ejusdem schematis explicatio, qoe vel expresse 
additiir, vel cogitanda relinqaitur. Pfeiffer, HermeneuL Sacr. 635, 636. 

> Neuman. Dissert de Parabola, p. 438, 441. 

y Isa. xxxiv. 4. 

■ Vid. Vitringa in loc. vol. ii. p. 275, 276. Conf. Vicringa in Apocalyps. W. 
12. p. 282, 283. Daubuz on the Rerdat c. vi. 12. 
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parabolical before mentioned, where the lUeral meaning 
18 but the shdly or shadow, and the mystical is the thing 
intended : the one is but the imager as it were, while the 
other is the truth represented by it, or veiled under it. 
This symbolical language is particularly the language of 
prophecy, and a right understanding thereof is the surest, 
or the only key to the prophetic writings, as the learned 
well know. Sir Isaac Newton, in a posthumous work % 
(supposed to have been written about forty or fifty years 
ago^,) has given us some useful hints for the better ex- 
plidning such symbolical language* Other learned au- 
thors, and more especially Vitringa and Daubuz, have 
much improved the account ; one in his Comments upon 
the Apocalypse and laaiah, and the other in his Perpetual 
Commentary upon the Apocalypse alone. But the very 
ingenious Mr. Lancaster <^ has gone beyond them all, in 
giving us a symbolical dictionary j in an alphabetical order; 
by the help of which- one may now readily have recourse 
to any prophetic symbol, and find its meaning well ex- 
plained, and confirmed by proper evidences. But this I 
hint by the way only: to enlarge farther upon the use 
and value of that part of knowledge, or upon the im- 
provements it might yet be capable of, would be foreign 
to my present design. I may here take notice, that the 
symbolical language is very like to metaphorical; for 
which reason I was somewhat doubtful whether to refer 
it to figurative construction or to mystical; yet upon 
considering that a symbolical representation is a kind of 
simile, and a simile is different from a metaphor^, I 
thought it more properly reducible to the head of mysti-> 

• Newton'i Ofaierratioiu u|x»d the Prophecies of Daniel, chap. xi. p. 16. 
^ See Whiston's Letter to Dr. Sykes, p. 270. 

• Lancaster's Abridgment of Daubnz, p. 21, &c 

' QaotA differentiam a similitadine et parabola, bsc inter meltgfhoram 
aUUutar et simihhidmemf (turn contractam, tam explicatam,) quod in hac 
rei nnios ad alteram sit manifesta collatio, et sic argiimentum logicam ea 
est : in metaphora rero nnius pro altera simili est positio ; qua tamen in 
cxplicatione per apertam simllitudinem erolFcnda est Gkurius, Rhetor, p. 
1526. coni: 477. 
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col inteipretatioD* lo short, this differs from a continued 
metaphor^ just as a parable differs from th« same ; for a 
parable also is a simile. It is therefore harder to show 
how symbolical construction differs from parabolical, be- 
ing that they are the nearest of all to each other : and in- 
deed, I scarce know any very material difference there is 
between them, except it be that a parable always runs in 
the form of an hislorical nurra^on, while a symbolical re-- 
presentation is commonly in the predictivef or indieative 
form, or is declarative of what passed in vision, 

3* A third species of mystical interpretation is the typi- 
cal; when real things are represented by other things as 
real. A type, in its general nature, is some real person, 
action, gesture, thing, or oircumstaace of a thing, repre- 
sent'mg some other real person, gesture, &c. I distinguish 
a type from such a symbol as was before mentioned, in 
this respect, that a type is some real fact or thing, whereas 
a symbol is vKthtx fictitious than real. Glassius divides 
types into two kinds, called historical^ and prophetical^ \ 
and historical relates either to actions^ or to rites and ce- 
remonies. To the historical kind are referred the type of 
Jonah shadowing out Christ's burial ; the type of the 
brazen serpent presignifying Christ upon the cross S; the 
paschal lamb pointing to Christ the anti-type $ the manna 
typifying the flesh of Christ ^ ; the temple as a figure of 
heaven i: as also the whole ceremonial law, typical of 
good things to come ^. 

To the head o! prophetical types we refer the significani 
actions or gestures of Prophets : such as Jeremiah's mak- 

• Tjrpus hitttMruf eei aentm Scriptane mysticiu, quo res gestn vd facta 
Vet. Testament! pnefigurant et adumbrant res ]|i Novo Testamento gestas, 
&c. Gkutius, p. 458. Conf. Buddmis, Miscellan. Sacr. torn. i. p. 213. 

f Typiis prophetic, sen propheticua, est quo prophetB diTinitoa inspirati 
ms in condoDibns (partim oommonitoriisy partim raticinatoriis) crebro 
utuntur, quando Tidelioet symbolis extemis res oocoltas^ sive pmsentn tiTe 
futnras, per Spiritua Sanctum figurant et significant Gkutmtf p. 451. 

f Numb. zxi. 8, 9. compared with John iii. 14, 15. 

h John Ti. 32, 33. > Hebr. is. 24. 

•'Hcbr.x.l. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO SCRIPTURK VINDICATED. 13 

ing yokes and bonds', and Agabus's binding his own 
liands with St. Paul's girdle"^ ; to vrbich might be added 
Hiany more of like kind. 

Glassius refers to the same head of prophetical types 
whatsoever the Prophets do or see in dreams or visions, 
as representative of things otherwise secret, be they pre* 
sent or future ^ : but^ I suppose^ most or all of that sort 
may more properly be referred to the head of symbols, 
considered in the preceding article; because such types 
are rather ideal than real, and so fall not under the stricter 
definition of a type, which I have before offered. How- 
ever, if any one shaU think the definition too strict, I 
shall not contend about a name ; well knowing that the 
word type may admit of various significations, looser or 
straighten 

4« The fourth and last kind of mystical construction is 
the allegorical, when real history or facts are interpreted 
as representative of other things as real; but of a more 
sublime or spiritual nature^. An allegory differs irom a 
type, as a typical narrative carries more in it than a mere 
type does, being a complication of types : besides, that 
the general notion of an allegory is of somewhat larger 
extent than even a typical narration, which is but one 
species of it. 

An allegory differs from a parable, as being founded in 
real fact, not in fictitious resemblances, or feigned cases* 
Sarah and Hagar represented the two covenants in many 
fcsembling circumstances oireal history : such represen- 
tation St. Paul styles an allegory v. There is a law in 
Deuteronomy, which says, thou shalt not muzzle 

■ Jerem. xxrii. 2. 
<» Acts xzi. 11. 

* Seofoa typicoB ett, quando tab eztemis factiB, aeu prcpJketicit vithnibus, 
vet occoltB, nve prmentea Art ftitiin», figunntor. Giau. p. 406. oonf. 
4&3. 

• Sensoi aOegariau est, qvando historU Scriptane, yere gwtA, ad myite- 
rivm qnoddam, An tgMuukm doctriaam, ex iateatloM Spuritaa Sancti 
lefertur. Gla$tim^ p. 406. oonf. p. 409. 

9 Gal. ir. 24. 
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THE OX WHEN HE TRBADBTH OUT [thresheth] THE 

CORN <i. The wordr have a literal meaning, and, as such, 
make part of the Jewish law : but that law was at the 
same time significative of something higher, as St. Paul 
has intimated ; who interprets it of the provision due to 
the labourers in the vineyard, to the ministers of the 
Gospel. This was drawing out the mystic meaning of 
the Law, and showing that it was so far allegorical. 

The reader may see other examples of Scripture alhgo^ 
riesy of diverse kind», in the texts referred to in the mar- 
gin '. All of them are instances of real things represent- 
ing higher realities. Neither indeed are there any real 
allegories which exclude the truth of the letter^ or which 
do not suppose it. If any such exclusive allegories be 
pretended, the pretence is not just : for were it true that 
the letter is excluded, the instances alleged wouM not be 
allegories, properly so called, but similitudes rather, or 
parablesy or continued tropes, or the like ; and so are redu- 
cible to some other class^ not to the head of allegory, 
which we are now upon. 

Allegorical interpretation may be distinguished into 
three several kinds, under the names of didactical, tropo^ 
logical, and anagogical; or in somewhat plainer terms, 
prophetical, moral, sublime. The first means an allegory 
simply prophetical of things to be done under the Gospel 
state ; as the allegory of Jonah is prophetic of Christ's 
death and burial. The second conveys some important 
lesson of moral instruction; as the allegory about not 
muzzling the oxen. The third prefigures things sublime 
and heavenly ; as God's resting from his works prefigured 
the everlasting rest of the blessed above. 

The self-same allegory may be supposed to have all 
the three several views here mentioned. The law about 



<i Deut. XX7. 4. 

' Gen. xi. 2. compared with Hebr. iv, 3. Gen. ii. 24. compared with Eph. 
▼. 31, 32. Gen. xxvi. 21. Gal. iv. 22. Gen. xiz. iv. Rom. x. xviii. Exod. xii. 
15, 17. 1 Cor. y. 7, 8. Exod. xxxiv. 29. 2 Cor. iii. 7, 13, 14. Deut. xxx. 12. 
Rom. X. 6. Psal. xix. iv. Rom. x. 18. 
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the Sabbath, for instance^ may be supposed (over and 
above the liieral meaning) prophetically to signify Christ's 
rest in the grave) tropologically to denote the rest of the 
soulj and its cessation from sin ; and anagogically to pre- 
figure the eternal rest of the sunts. I do not say that 
any Scripture allegory was ever really intended to repre- 
sent or signify so many several things : but such a case 
may be supposed, (right or wrong,) because it has been 
supposed by some learned interpreters ; and I mention it 
only for the clearer apprehension of the threefold partition 
of allegory. But however we judge as to the same things 
having several mystical senses, we are still to remember^ 
that the same words, whatever they be, have properly but 
one sense; and that one is the literal sense, otherwise 
called historical, pointing out some real fact upon which 
every mystic view is grounded. 

From hence we may be able to pass the clearer judg- 
ment upon what has (of late days especially) been called 
the allegorical construction of the fall: such as Dr. Bur- 
net' of the Charter-House, and after him Mr. Blount' 
and others have presumed to recommend. It is not pro- 
perly allegorical, but parabolical or fabulous, because it 
excludes the liieral and historical meaning, resolving the 
whole into ingenious device or fiction. It is true^ there 
aie parables and prophedc schemes in sacred Writ: but 
the account of ihtfaU of man is certainly true history, 
and ought not to be resolved into any such prophetic 
scheme, or well-devised parable; much less into Egyptian 
fable or hieroglyphic, as others more profanely have insi- 
nuated. There are many and great reasons against turn- 
ing the history of iht fall into fiction or pora^fe, which I 
shall content myself with briefly mentioning, referring 
the reader to learned writers ^ who have considered the 



• Bornet's ArduBolog. lib. ii. c, 7. Conf. Epist i. p. 142. 

* Bkmntfs Oracles of Reason, p. 20, &c. 

« Wittj's Essay towards a Vindication of the Mosaical History. Moses 
Viadicatas, (AmsteL A. D. 1694.) c. vii. p. 148. Nicolls*s Conf. with a 
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point at large, i. If a history so circumstantiated as that 
is, shall be resolved into fable or parable, no history- 
whatever can stand secure, but a wide door will be open- 
ed to all the rovings of sportive wit, or wanton fancy. 
The mischievous tendency of taking such liberdes with 
sacred history is strongly represented in few words by 
the learned Bochart '. It is not long since a learned fo- 
reigner T undertook, in like planner, to turn the whole 
history of the Prophet Jonah into a sort of prophetic 
scheme, or parable : but he has been justly condemned for 
it by the judicious '. There is no end of such wanton 
play, such solemn trifling, a. Such a method of inter- 
preting would undermine the doctrine of our redemption, 
as laid down in the New Testament S and indeed would 
make the Old and New interfere: for the New Testament 
pl^nly enough interprets the history of the faU, as true 
history, or real fact^. See that point well proved now 
lately by a learned hand<:. In short, the thus dealing 
with Scripture history can tend only to bring the sacred 
orades into contempt ; as the nature of the thing shows, 
and experience also sufficiently testifies. 3. That parabo- 
lical construction of the fall, going under the false name 

Thdst, part i. p. 236. alias 135. Keill's Examinat of tb« Reflectiona on the 
llMory, p. 148. Jenldiis's Reasonableness, &c vol. ii. p. 256. 

• Haec sententia omnino singularis est, iisqne dnntazat arridet qui KteraH 
Tocom significatione pronas missa, ad alUforias omnia transfSenint— Qnc 
Scripturas eiplicandi ratio, ex variis eyentibus qui inde sequnntnr^ certs pe^ 
rictUotUiima, et ezemplum exiiiaU, Jozta earn ^^nim, qnioquid habet Scrip- 
tura sacra etiam expressissimum, fadle poterit negari, ut in ^us loonm 
pkantasmata et imaginationis,/^smcfi/a qnaqne subrogentur. nii^ non se- 
cus qoam campanis, quidlibet potest afiingi : bominumqne oerebro tanqnam 
alemMoo oommittitar, at inde quodcnnqne UbeUt exprlmat. Deniqiie eo- 
dem modo ab istis doctoribus tractatur quo cA^mm^u metalla; ex quibus 
aumm sibi et aliis misere poUicentur, at vero in fumos abeunt unireisa. 
Boehart, de Serpent, Tentaior, p. 836. 

y Herman. Vander Hardt, A. D. 1718. 

• Vid. Carpzov. Introdnct. ad iibr. BibL Vet Test part iii. p. 349. 

• See Witty's Mosaic History Vindicated, p. 13. 

kJobnvui.44. 2 Cor. id. 3. ITim. ii.l4. IJohn iU. 8. Comp. EocM* 
astes yii. 29. 
« Reply to tbe Defence of Ifae Letter to Dr. W.p, 58. 
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and cover of allegorical^ would entirely defeat and frus- 
trate the real and certain allegory which is in it : for that 
some parts^ at least, of that history do admit of an allego- 
rical meaning, together with the letier, and beyond the 
leiieTy is undoubtedly plain from the New Testament. 
For instance. Gen. ii. 24. carries both a liieral and an alle- 
gorical meaning <l : that is to say^ the thing there express- 
ed by the letter is expressive of an higher mystery relat- 
ing to Christ and his Church. So again Gen. iii. 15. re- 
quires an allegorical improvement beyond the bare literal 
and historical meaning, being prophetic of our redemption 
by Christ Jesus. How much more of real allegory may 
be couched under that history, or how far we may pru- 
dently extend what we find, we cannot perhaps certainly 
say, nor is it necessary to determine: but if the whole 
were a f alley or parable only, all proper allegory (which 
means a mystic sense grafted upon true history) would 
be enUrely frustrated and lost. 

From what has been observed, the attentive readers 
may perceive how to distinguish the true and proper alle- 
gorists from the fahlemongers or mythics^ (I know not 
what else to call them,) such as Dr. Burnet, &c. before 
mentioned. They are a very different kind of men, as to 
their temper, manner, and principles ; and their respective 
attempts commonly differ from each other, as much as 
sober and pious does hovti ludicrous and profane. The 
proper allegorisis preserve the truth of sacred history in- 
violable, endeavouring farther to convert it to high and 
heavenly uses : and if they happen to fail itr their design 
of enriching us with new treasures, they leave us how- 
ever what we had before. But the mythics^ who afiect to 
turn history into fahle^ and truth into fiction^ overthrow 
the letter of sacred Writ, converting it into a kind of ro-- 
mance; and in the room of that solid and substantial trea- 
sure which we before had, they give us nothing but words 
or wind. 

* See Epben. v. 31, 3*2. 
VOL. VI. C 
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It must be owned however to be a nice afiair, to aUe- 
garisce well and wisely, and to avoid all extremes. Many 
have been too forward and enterprising in that way^ 
which is an error in excess; and many also have been too 
cautious and unattempting, which is an error in defect. 
It has been pleasantly observed of two yery learned and 
excellent men, that one of them had no where found 
Christ in the Old Testament, and the other had found 
him every wkere^; intimating that both of them had run 
into extremes, but in a contrary way. I know not whe- 
ther there be any surer or safer rule to go by, in this 
matter, than to allegorize so far (and no farther) as Scrip- 
ture itself has directly done it, or indirectly pointed out 
the way by allegorizing some part, and leaving it to aa 
many as understand connection and analogy, to supply 
the rest. 

A very learned and judicious writer has presumed to 
think, that the art of allegorizing may be improved to a 
good degree of certainty by the hdp of rules proper^. 
And he afterwards gives us two samples of it s ; one in the 
history of the Patriarch Joseph, and another in the his- 
tory of Sampson allegorized all the way, retaining the 
letter, but superadding a mystical interpretation. After 
all, though there may be a good degree of certainty in 
the art, to as many as are complete masters of it, and one 
might be glad to see it carried up to the utmost perfec- 
tion, (as It would be of inestimable use,) yet, to speak 



• Pudm odebratnr iUad quorundam Jodidum : Grotium nusquAin in sa- 
cris littrii InTeairt Christam, Coootiiim nbiqne. Buddtei Itagog, p. 17S6. 

'PDstremo looo, moneo, ihiUm Mae inatitQendas ezpoaitkmes criZqswtMt 
aitl in bonis, (liye certis siTe pvobabUibuSy) ftmdatu bypotfaesibo^ ad quaa 
expodtionia soliditaa et Teritaa examinanda est. Qiub bypotheaea ai noa 
fallant (poaaent antem talea in multia caabua pmatari) turn minut eerta erii 
expoaillo mUegmiea qnam qucvia UteraHg et pruprioy utiqne quod ad ipaom 
eorpoa IntniHretationis. Sont enim faiJQS aindii, »qae ac aliannn tiieologi» 
partluaiy eertaprme^ria eifimdamenia ; aunt eerti ea$ume$f aecnndnm qnot 
qni inlerpretatlonem aoam compoauerit» non fadle impiufet FUringu, Ob^ 
9erv. Stur. lib. Ti. c» S0» p. 465. aHaa Sd2. 

aVltriBgA,iUd.c21. 
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freely my opinion, it appears to be work of such a kind 
as scarce one in a thousand will be fit to be trusted with. 
It is like the art etymological, or that of making conjectu* 
ral emendations upon authors, or of commenting upon 
Ezekiel, Daniel^ or the Apocalypse : a man must have 
▼ery strong parts, together with great coolness of tem« 
per, and correctness of judgment, besides a very large 
compass of literature, to succeed tolerably in it* It will 
be exceeding diiEcult to draw out mystical meanings with 
sufficient certainty, beyond what our infisdlible guides in 
the New Testament have already drawn out for us, or 
have plainly pointed out to us* And it will be no less 
difficult to fix any bounds to a flowing invention, or a 
teeming imagination, once set on work in that way: which 
I mention not to disparage or to discourage so useful an 
art, bat to prevent too great expectations from it* It is 
certain, that some very bright wits, both ancient and mo- 
dem, have had the misfortune to lose themselves in it* 

Nevertheless, as I before hinted, the proper allegorists 
have often deserved well of religion and learning, even 
where they have missed of their first and principal aim : , 
and my intent in taking this notice of them, was chiefly 
to preserve to them their due honour and esteem, that 
they may not be confounded with the mythics, who have 
been frequently comprehended under the same common 
name of allegorizers. Allegorizing of Scripture, for the 
improving and enriching of the letter^ is one thing; and 
resolving true history into fable or parable, is another* 
The one expresses a profound and awful respect for the 
Divine revelation, and is generally useful, or at least inno- 
cent : the other too often betrays a want of due reverence 
for Scripture, and a wrong turn of mind ', or be it ever so 
well meant, it is of very ill tendency, and apt to produce 
infinite mischief* St* Austin, with several more among 
the ancients, and Vitringa, with many others among the 
modems, were proper allegorists: their designs were 
noble and great, as their labours, in the main, are very 
instructive and edifying. On the other hand, Origen 

c % 
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among the ancients, and Burnet, with some few more of 
the moderns, have taken great liberties in the mythical 
way, resolving many important points of sacred history 
into fable or apologue ; which was very injudicious, and 
of mischievous consequence, both in the Church and out 
of the Church, as the very reason of the thing shows it 
must be b. 

To conclude, as there are various ways of interpreting 
various parts of Scripture, viz* literaly figurative j symboU- 
ealy typical, parabolical, allegorical, so it is of great mo- 
ment to distinguish carefully those several kinds : and no 
one thing requires more thought or judgment, than to be 
able to discern in particular passages which of these kinds 
of interpretation ought to take place. I refer to Glassius 
principally for rules and canons- ^ to direct in such cases, 
being the best I know of ^ though not so full or perfect 
as they might be, but capable of several improvements^ 
The narrow limits of a preface will not permit me to en- 
large farther : but if what I have briefly offered may be 
of any use by way of caution to common readers, for the 
preventing confusion and mistakes, or by way of ifidte- 
ment to abler hands, for the farther illustrating and filling 
up the subject, I have my end. 

hi conclusion, I shall subjoin a sketch of the several 
divisions and subdivisions of Scripture interpretation. 

^ Semel pessomdatb aut fiikitati» iommulato UtenUi sensa lis in locis ubi 
omnes qui raqoiri possant charcteUres hitiorici ooalescunt, oomat neceaae 
est tcryfturarum auetoriUu apnd Gentiles, apod Haereticosy apud Christia- 
no8. Apad GentUes, qui potins inde oocasionem sument njidendB' Scripta- 
ne, tanqnam Spirito Sancto indignn, qnam illiuB aUegarice {n^thice} ia- 
terpretandn necesntatem oolligent: apad heereticos qui hoc prindpio abu- 
tentur, ut se ex iis ezpediant locis qusB contra suos ipsorum errores pug- 
nant: denique apnd Christianos, quos in fldei sua detrimentum et in perpe- 
toaa animi anzietates ita adducet, ut legendia Scripturia pronoa renuociara 
maluerint. Carolus Delarucy in prsfat ad torn. ii. Opp. Origenift, p. 16, 
17. 

' Canons for the literal and Figurative Sense, p. 371, &c. Canons Ibr the 
Typical, p. 465, &c. Canons ibr the Parabolical, p. 483, &c Conf. Carpcor. 
lotrodttct ad Libr. WbL part iit p. 352. Buddeus, Obterrat in ElemenU 
Pbilosophis, &c. p. 319, &€. 
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X HE book, entitled Christianity as Old as the Creation, 
is a declamatory libel against revealed religion, under co- 
lour and pretence of setting up natural religion in its 
place. The author, probably, has no more regard for na- 
tural religion than he has for revealed : for if he had been 
really a friend to one, it is not conceivable how he could 
become such an adversary to the other. Natural religion, 
justly so called, is bound up in revealed, is 'supported, 
cherished, and kept alive by it; and cannot so much as 
subsist in any vigour without it. To take away revealed 
religion from it, is to strip it of its firmest aids and 
strongest securides, leaving it in a very low and languish- 
ing state, without lights sufficient to explain it, or guards 
to fence it, or sanctions to bind it* This is what the au- 
thor himself must be aware of, if he be a person of any 
reflection : and therefore there is great reason to suspect, 
that his real design is as much against both as either, 
(since they stand or fall together,) and that his pretended 
favour for one, in opposition to the other, is only a de- 
cent cover for what could not handsomely be owned; 
lest the reader should be shocked at once, and the exe- 
crable attempt meet with all the odium and ignominy it 
deserves. 

Natural religion does not want, does not desire to be 
so complimented, or so defended, at the expence of re- 
vealed; neither is it indeed defending it, but meanly be- 
traying it. No thanks to such persons for commending 
what all the world admires, and what envy itself must 
praise. It is a tribute which ^he public voice demands, 
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and which always most and will be paid to virtue. The 
very name of virtue has so awfiil a sound, and carries 
such majesty along with it, that even its bitterest adver- 
saries are forced to pay a kind of awkward reverence and 
veneration to it. 

But to return to the book I mentioned : there are two 
principal ends or aims which, though oddly blended and 
jumUed together, visibly run through the whole perform- 
ance : one is to vilify the holy Scriptures, which the au- 
thor does very frankly, and without disguise, speaking 
from his heart ; the other is to magnify the law of na-' 
tare, which, as I have hinted, is the artificial part, and 
can pass for nothing else but hypocrisy and flam. My 
design is only upon the scriptural part, to rescue the 
word of God from misrepresentation and censure, from 
the reproaches and blasphemies of foolish man* It is 
matter of melancholy consideration, that after the unpa- 
ralleled love of God shown to mankind in our Saviour 
Christ, there should be men found so abandoned and 
profligate, as wilfully to shut their eyes agunst light and 
knowledge, (which is wholly unnatural,) nay and even to 
take a pride and pleasure in throwing him back his fa^ 
vours, and aflironting him to his face. But let not any 
well-meaning Christians be shocked or scandalized at 
such things. It is foretold in the New Testament^ that 
'< there shall come in the last days scofiers*.'' And as 
God permits Satan to walk '* about, seeking whom he 
'< may devour^,'' so he permits his agents and emissaries 
to do the same thing, for the trial, exercise, and improve- 
ment of honest and iaithful men, '' that they which are 
<« approved may be made manifest <^.'' There have been 
always men of corrupt minds, and there always will be: 
there was a Judas amongst the Apostles themselves: 
there was a Simon Magus that withstood St. Peter^ and 
<< bewitched the people <^ :'' there was Elymas, a sorcerer, 

•3FM.fii.3. ^IVttr.B. «lC6r.xi.l9. 

* Act! nU. 9.11. 

C4 
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who witbsiood St. Paul and St. Barnabas, and made it his 
business *^ to turn away the Deputy from the faith^;'' there 
was Hymeneus and Pbiletus, that gave great disturbance 
to the Church of Christ, '^ and overthrew the faith of 
*^ some':" and Alexander^ joining with both the others, 
" did much evil^'" to the good Apostle Paul, obstructing 
the progress of the Gospel : and Diotrephes also, ^' loving 
<< to have the preeminence," was not afraid to set up 
against St. John himself, the only then surviving Apostle, 
but 'Uprated against him with malicious words >," and op- 
posed his good and great designs. 

These instances I take notice of, for the sake of com- 
mon Christians; that they may not think it strange or 
new, that presumptuous men should take upon them to 
fly in the face of Heaven, and bid defiance to die undoubt- 
ed truths of God. There is the less reason for being sur- 
prised at it, because it is certainly known with what 
views, and upon what motives, they generally do it : it is 
not for want of sufficient evidence of the truth of the 
Gospel, but it is because they do not relish it, it is too 
pure and perfect for them : they ^^ love darkness rather 
** than light," because their affections are corrupt, " be- 
'' cause their deeds are evil K*' The best account which 
they themselves can give of it, whenever they speak their 
real sentiments (as they do in private letters to each 
other) is, that they intend ^^ to save a soul from the dismal 
" apprehensions of eternal damnation," or to relieve a per- 
son *^ from labouring under that uneasiness of mind which 
^^ he often is under, when pleasure and Christianity come 
" in competition '." This is the whole secret of infideli- 
ty ">, the noble and generous aim which the writer I am 



« Acts liti. 8. f 2 Tim. U. 17, 18. f 1 Urn. L 20. 

h 2 Tim. iv. 14. i 3 John 9, 10. k jobn ui. 19. 

I See Two Letters fiom a Deist to bis FHend, p. 17, 19. 

■ " I take it for granted, that there is not one unbeliever in whom sereral 
'* of these defects [viz. immBraUiifs pridOf pr^udiee^ stujndUyt Uttine$$p'} 
** are not remaikable; and I take their own osnsdences to witnesa*' Ije 
CUrCy Cautet t/IncreduHtyy p. 108, 1 10. 
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now conoerned with boasts of in his preface ; it is to ease 
every libertine, if possible, of his just and well-grounded 
fears, and to steel his heart against a judgment to come. 
It is not to secure him agunst the danger of hell, (that is 
impracticaUe,) but it is to tell him how to fence, with 
subtilties or sophistries, against the dismal apprehensions 
of it: not to preserve him from it, but to lead him blind* 
fold into it. This is the contrivance of our new teachers, 
their real and only aim, whatever masks they put on, or 
whatever shows and pretences they are pleased to make. 
It is to bring down the laws of God to the lusts and 
passions of corrupt man, and to find some pretext or other 
for taking off religious restraints, that they may be at 
liberty to follow their pleasures, and to do only what is 
right in their own eyes, instead of attending to the voice 
of God. 

The author whose work I have now in hand, though 
he studiously disguises himself, and takes great pains to 
put fair glosses upon what be is doing, yet sometimes 
unawares discovers the very secrets of his heart. He 
gives broad hints in one place ", that he looks upon *' in- 
^' continence in single persons*' as one of the ^* rights and 
" liberties which God has allowed by the law of nature :'* 
and in another place * he declares flatly and plainly against 
our Lord's doctrine of <* loving those that hate us," upon 
some weak and slender surmises of his own, which shall 
be considered in due time and place. I mention it now 
only to show what the author is aiming at, namely, 
abatements and relaxations of the laws of Christ, to make 
them suit the better with corrupt nature. Lies/ and ma- 
lice are very strong and impetuous passions, and where 
they take any deep root, will of course incline men to 
principles of infidelity. How far they have influenced 
onr author, he best knows : but by his indecent slander- 
ing and reviling persons of the greatest worth, it is easy 

• Chrudanitj u Old, &c. p. 119. Compare also p. 345, where the author 
apeaks Tery mysterioiuly on the same aubject. 

• IhUU p. 342. 
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to perceive how much the black passions have got the 
ascendant over him. His reviling die clergy now signifies 
little ; he has himself answered it. He has made it very 
plain, that it is their profession^ and the religion they 
teach, which he has taken offence at : for, as occasion of- 
fers, he rails as much against the primitive martyrs and fa- 
thers of the Church ; against Apostles, Prophets, and holy 
Patriarchs: but his keenest sarcasms and invectives, like 
Rabshakeh's and Julian's, are directly pointed at the God 
of Israel. This is so far frank and open; and though 
most iidse as to other particulars, yet gives us a true and 
just idea of the spirit and principles of the writer. His 
spleen and malice ag^nst the Bible appears to be very 
great, though his attacks are feeble, and his artillery con- 
temptible. He discovers no genius nor taste of literature; 
no acquaintance with the original languages, nor so much 
as with common critics or commentators. Several of his 
objections are pure English objections, such as afiect only 
our translation : and the rest are generally of the lowest 
and most trifling sort; either because he had a mind to 
suit them to the vulgar taste, or because he could rise no 
higher. But such as they are, they must be taken notice 
of, and answered, lest they should have an ill efiect upon 
the unlearned and unstable, and tend to lessen the reve- 
rence due to Scripture among common Chrisdans. I pro- 
ceed therefore to vindicate such Scripture texts as this 
author has abused or misrepresented, taking them in 
drder, not as they lie in his book, but in Scripture itself 
beginning with Genesis, and so on. 
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Gen. IL 19. 

Whatsoever adam callbd btbrt living 

CRBATURB, THAT WAS THB NAMB THBRBOP. 

llie Objector hereupon says, '* One would be aknost 
^< apt to imagine that the author of the Book of Genesis 
^' thought that words had ideas naturally fixed to them, 
<* and not by consent ; otherwise, say they, how can we 
^< account for his supposing that God brought all animals 
'< before Adam, as soon as he was created, to give them 
^^ names, and that the serpent and Eve, almost as soon 
<' as created, entertuned one another in the same lan- 
«guage*r 

The difficulty which the author here raises is veiy 
slight: for the case is plain; God himself first gave 
names to some things^, and he taught Adatn to call those 
things by the same names : thus language began. After- 
wards God permitted or ordered Adam to give names to 
animals; and accordingly Adam did so«: which was no 
more than making use of that faculty of reason* and of 
speech, which God had endowed him with. Adam liad 
ideas of the animals brought to him before he named 
them: and so this author may please to observe^ that 
ideas were not naturally fixed to words, because words 
were not naturally fixed to ideas. Ideas were antecedent 
to words; but words by appomtment and consent became 
the ogns or outward expressions of ideas. Afiter Adam 



• Christianity u 01d» &c p. 254. ^ Gen. i. 5, 8, 10. 

« G€a. iL 19, 20. 
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had thus got words, partly from God, and partly fix>m 
his own ingenuity. Eve came next, and learned the same * 
language frpm her husband : and no doubt but he and 
she together invented nnore words, and enriched the lan- 
guage. How long this affair was transacting is no where 
declared. Let it be a month, a week, or a day, the longer 
it was a doing, the more natural was the effect; or if it 
took less time, then it was the more miraculous : but ei- 
ther way the pretended difficulty is sufiiciently obviated. 
There remains only the serpent's talking to be accounted 
lor. That serpent, as we have abundant reason to assert, 
was the Devil possessing and actuating a real serpent : a 
wicked spirit was the inward agent, and a serpent the 
outward organ. Upon this supposition^ there appears no 
just objection against the serpent's entertaining Eve in 
her own language. If the Objector will undertake to 
prove, either that the Devil had not himself lime enough 
to learn the language, or that he had not power sufficient 
to form artiwlate sounds, making use of a serpent as the 
instrument of conveying them, he will then do something 
to the purpose. But we shall have more of what con- 
cerns Eve and iht serpent in what is to follow. 

Gen. III. I. 

Now THB 8SRPEKT WAS MORS SUBTIL THAN 
ANY BEAST OF THB FIBLD WHICH THB'LORD GOD 
HAD MADB: and HB said UNTO THB WOMAN, &C. 

The Objector asks <*, " How can we conceive a serpent 
^< could talk to Eve, and delude the mother of mankind, 
*' when in the high state of perfection ; even though the 
*' Apostle says, the serpent deceived Etb bt his 
'< subtiltt^ :'' so it seems, that neither Moses nor St. 
Paul have any credit with this writer; but upon some very 
weak and slender suspicions, he points his satire against 
both. But why might not a serpent, bemg directed, 
managed, and actuated by the Devil, talk with Eve, and 

* Christianity m Old^ &c. p.253. • 2 €or. xi. 3. 
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delude her ^ There is nothing absurd, or so much as im-' 
probable, in the supposition. Moses related the fact as it 
appeared in the outward instrument : he had no occasion 
to say any thing of 'the inward agent. As to St. Paul, 
why might he not say, that the sbrpbnt (meaning 
the old serpent^ namely, thb Devil and Satan ^) de- 
ceived Eve by his subtiltt? the De?il, acting in 
and by a serpent, did it ; and therefore it is, that St. Paul 
gives him the name of serpent^ as St. John does also. 

The Objector is furtiber " at a loss to conceive, how 
<^ Eve could entertain a conference with a serpent," (in* 
capable of human voice,) ^' even before consent bad given 
*' any meaning to sounds K.'^ These objections are stale 
and trivia), and have been answered a hundred times over> 
though it is easy for men that know little of Scripture or 
theofegy to be ^^ at a loss to conceive'' common things* 
But ta the point. As to a serpent's being incapable of 
human voice, which was the mean objection of the apo- 
state ^ Julian, it has been already obviated. The serpent 
was not capable *of It by himself; but the Devil was ca^- 
pable of speaking by or through him. The other part of 
the Objection has been also obviated before : and as the 
Objector knows nothing of the chronology of that aiTair, 
so neither can he give any reason to persuade us, that 
Eve had not had time enough to* lear& as much language 
as she had need of. 

The Objector ^ adds, that the '^ Christians are now 
'^ ashamed of the literal interpretation of this story." If 
he means, that they reject the notion of a mere serpent's 
doing all that is there told ; his report may be true : but 
if he means, that Christians do not admit that any ser- 
pent at all was concerned in it, I suppose it may pass for 
a calumny. There was a real serpent actuated; and 
there was also Satan actuating. Christian interpreters 

' Her. xii. 9. xx. 2. Compare John yiii. 44. Wiad. U. 24. 

t Chriitianity as Old, &c. p. 385. 

^ CjrilL contra Jnlian. p. 86. edit Spaoh. 

* Christianity as Old, &c. p. 386. 
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with good reason assert both ^ ; and do thereby obviate 
all pretended difficulties. What the author therefore 
urges in page 387, against such as do not admit a real 
serpent in the case, as well as the Devil, b only so much 
impertinence. He asks, ' ^' Whether it was the Devil 
^< that is said to be more subtil than any beast of the 
^^ field?" No; it was the serpent. And because the ser* 
pent was more remarkably subtil^y he was the fittest 
emblem of Satan's subtilty : and be was also the proper- 
est instrument for the tempter to make choice of to de- 
cdve by ; since the apprehension Eve had of his subtilty 9 
might make her the less surprised at the hearing him 
reason and discourse with her. The tempter therefore 
chose the serpent as his instrument to work by, as his 
cover to conceal his fraud ; because he might more easily 
impose tqpon her under diat disguise than in any other. 

What kind of serpent it was, or how beautifol a crea- 
ture, I take not upon me to say : neither do I much in- 
cline to the opinion of some very worthy and learned per- 
sons, who have thought that the serpent was so like a 
seraph^ that Eve mistook it for a good angel. For while 
that hypothesis tends to show how easy it was, by such an 
angelic form, to deceive Eve, it seems to me to make it - 
too easy, and to push the point too far towards the other 
extreme, so as almost to render the deception inevitable. 
Besides, had that been the case, she could not, one would 
think, have failed to have pleaded it in her excuse after- 
wards : whereas she had nothing to plead, but that ^ the 
^^ serpent had beguiled her»." She very wdl knew, then 
at least, that it was a serpent, and ^ves not the least hint 
that she had ever suspected any other. It is natural 
enough to suppose, that, for want of longer time and ex- 
perience, she might not know whether the brute creaturea 



k Pfaffer. Dab. Vexat p. 22. 
1 Christianity as Old, &c. p. 387. 

B Of the tuhtUtif Qi serpents, see Bochart, Oper. tom.i. 838, 84€, Ac. 
torn. ii. 28, &€• 
> Gen. m. 13. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GENESIS III. I. 31 

were any of them capable of reason and speech o, or be* 
ing taken at a disadvantage^ and under a sudden surprise, 
might not stay to consider of it. It b an article of ag- 
gravation against her, that she so easily submitted to the 
persuasion of a creature much inferior to herself, and 
which, however plausibly he talked, might be presumed 
to know less of the important question in debate than she 
did. Let the iatal example be a warning to others, how 
they listen to sophbtry in opposition to Divine truths : 
for though the tempter, since that time, has no more 
made use of serpents in such a way, as he has had no such 
occasion, yet he has other instruments proper to woric 
^th, and often does the same thing by the tongues or 
pens of serpentine men. But to return. 

Tl)e Objector <^ thinks the matter not a jot mended, by 
^ substituting a devil'' (so he crudely or crossly ex- 
piesses it) '^ instead cS a serpent ; since he cannot see, 
^ bow an infinitely good God couU permit a most mali- 
<< cious cunning spirit to work on the weakness of a wo- 
^ man, just placed in a new world, without interposing 
<' in thb unequal conflict, or giving notice of any such 
'^ wicked spirit : angds, neither good nor bad, being men- 
** tioned in the history c^ the creation P.'' Now as to 
what the author cannoi see, if he wants spectacles to look 
ia|D the depths of the Divine counsels and government, 
we can help him to no such : but by that light of reason 
which God has given him, and which he often boasts of, 
he may see enough to learn modesty in such high things. 
God, who endowed the first pur with a libel-ty of choice, 
and strength also sufficient to withstand temptations, he 
knew how far it was both wise and proper to suffer them 
to be tempted. There was no occasion for telling them 
of angels, good or bad : they had received a phdn com- 
mand from God himself, and it was their duty to obey* 
If they did not know who it was that tempted them, yet 

• See CyriU. contra Julian, p. 86. Bochart, ml. L p. 843. Natnl. Alexand. 
Hilt. Eod. ToL i. p. 70. Conf. PfeiffiBr^ p. 2^. 
p Chriatiani^ aa Old, fte. p. 388. 
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they very well knew what he tempted them to ; and that 
if an angel from heaven, speaking in his own name^ and 
without authority from God, had endeavoured to per- 
suade them, in that case they ought to have resisted; be- 
cause nothing but the same Divine authority which gave 
the law^ could either repeal it or dispense with it. How- 
ever, God was pleased to lay no such stumbling-block 
before them: he considered their weakness, and their 
want of experience, and their being so lately brought mto 
a new world: and therefore he tried them only by a 
'' beast of the field," and by such sophistry as the tempter 
could convey through that channel ; that the quality of 
the speaker should by no means serve to recommend hit 
rhetoric. To such persuasion, that is, to false pretences 
and false views, with all their reason and understanding 
about them, they yielded ; against the express command 
of God, lately received, and yet fresh and strong upon 
their minds. Who does not see how kind and indulgent 
Grod was in the whole proceeding, and how much to 
blame they ? Nevertheless, I must insist upon it, that it 
is not necessary for us to account a priori in such cases 
for the Divine conduct, which we are not competent 
judges of <)• It is sufficient, that he who made man, best 
knew what was in man, and how far it was reasonable he 
should be tried. Virtue is proved and perfected by triaW : 
so far we know. And we know also, that the brightest 
human virtue may be shocked or overcome by some kind 
of trials ; especially if often repeated, or of long continu- 
ance. But the security we have to rest on is this, that 
God will not suffer honest men to be tempted above what 
Uiey are able ; and he knows their abilities. Whenever 
men yield too far, so as to offend God, he is offended only 
because they were able to have held out longer, and did 
not; or because they might have done better, and would 
not. These are true and certain principles to stand upon, 
and these are sufficient. But to inquire farther into every 

4 See Tertallian ou this head, contr. Marc. lib. ii. e. 5. 
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particular of the Divine conduct, and to demand a reason 
a priorty why he permits wicked spirits to range abouty 
deceiving mankind; why he does not interpose to drive 
them away, chain them up, deprive them of being, or the 
]ike; this is presuming too far, forgetting our distance, 
and making too &miliar with an all-wise Governor of the 
world. At the best, it is yaln curiosity and impertinent 
cavilling. 

The Objector has some other slighter cavils against the 
history of the fall, which may be dispatched in fewer 
words. He thinks it '^ would be unworthy of God to 
'^ talk to a serpent ^.*' He does not consider, that it was 
in the hearing of man, and for the use of man". Besides, 
that in the visible serpent was contained an invisible fiend, 
seen only by Grod : and God, in cursing one, laid a curse 
upon both. That is to say, the words of the curse have 
both a literal and a mystical intendment; as is well known 
to Divines, and has been often proved ^ The Objector is 
offended, that God should '^ cause mankind to fall by the 
^< folly of Adam, which infinite wisdom could not but 
" foresee '*." This again is going out of his sphere, to 
pass a crude censure upon the unsearchable counsels, 
works, and ways of God. We have not data to go upon 
in such cases : we cannot look through the Divine dis- 
pensations from end to end; otherwise we should per* 
ceive marvellous wisdom in every part, and should dis- 
cern the admirable beauty, harmony, and perfection of the 
whole. The governing of moral agents in a way suitable 
to their liberty, and to God's unspotted holiness, wisdom, 
and purity, is one of the finest and most mysterious parts 
of the Divine conduct; and will be the admiration both 
of men and angels to all eternity. 

The Objector further asks *, " What dignity, what 

' ChrManity as Old, &c. p. 253. 

• Bochart Oper. yol. i. p. 650. 

• See Bochart, toL i. p. 852. Nat Alexand. vol. i. p. 71. Pfeiffer, p. 27. 

• ChristiaDity as Old, &c. p. 389. 
> Ibid. 
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'^ perfecUon could Adam's nature bave, that the nature of 
" his posterity has not ?" To which I answer, that Adam 
had dignity and perfection, both natural and supernatural, 
which his posterity, as such, have not. He was na/tt- 
rally less prone to evil, less subject to sinful appetites, 
though capable of sinning: and he was supemaiurally 
vested with great clearness of understanding as to Divine 
things, and rectitude of will, and immortality so far as to 
be under no sentence of death, no necessity of dying. 
The Objector next asks, whether Adam's descendants 
'< are not as much framed after the image of their Ma- 
<* ker?" No, not after the same perfection of that image 
as Adam was, in point of rectitude and immortality; 
though in other respects, or in a lower degree, all men 
are framed after the image of God. Some other more 
trifling questions of the author, in page 389, 1 pass over : 
and if the reader is disposed to look deeper into the state 
of man before the fall, I refer him to an excellent dis- 
course, professedly upon that subject, written by the in- 
comparably learned and judicious Bishop Bullx. 

The two principal doctrines which Bishop Bull there 
maintains are as follows : 

1. ^' That Paradise was to Adam a type of heaven ; and 
<< that the never-ending life of happiness promised to our 
^' first parents, if they had continued obecfient, and grown 
*' up to perfection under that economy wherein they were 
** placed, should not have been continued in the earthly 
<' Paradise, but only have commenced there, and been 
'' perpetuated in a higher state : that is to say, after such 
*^ triaJ of their obedience, as should seem sufficient to the 
<^ Divine wisdom, they should have been translated from 
" earth to heaven.*' 

2. '' That our first parents, besides the seeds of natural 
" virtue and religion, sown in their minds in the very 
<< creation ; and besides the natural innocence and recti- 
^^ tude wherein also they were created; were endowed 

f Bttirs Opera Pocth. toL 17. disc. 5. p. lOiiS, ftc 
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*^ with certain gifts and powers supernatural, inftised by 
'^ the Spirit of God ; and that in these gifts their perfection 
« consisted/' 

GsN. III. 6. 
Th£ woman saw that thb treb was oood 

FOR FOOP, Sec. 

Here the Objector " desires to be informed^ how Eve, 
" before her eyes were opened, saw/^ 8cc. To which the 
obvious answer is, that her eyes were opened ftom the 
first to see the forbidden fruit, but they were not open to 
see or to perceive her shame and misery, till afterwards. 
No one that knows the latitude of the phrase of opening 
the eyes, and how variously it is used in Scripture^, would 
ever have offered this poor objection. The Objector's eyes 
were open to write this pernicious libel agamst reli^on; 
but his eyes are not yet opened to see the folly of doing 
it, nor perhaps ever will be, as long as he lives. 

Gbn. IIL 7. 
And the byes of them both were opened, 

AND THBT knew THAT THET WERE NAKED, &C. 

The Objector asks, ^' Why, though custom has made it 
** shameful to go without clothes, in those places where 
'' clothes are worn, the first pair should nevertheless, 
'^ though they knew not what clothes were, be ashamed 
*' to be seen unclothed by one another, and by Grod htm- 
^< self?" But is he sure that there is nothing but chance 
or custom in this matter) How came that shame to be so 
universal, if it were not natural ? There is no account to 
be given of it from the nature of the thing itself: for why 
should a man be ashamed of any thing but vice ? Yet so 
strong is that passion in mankind, that none but the most 
impudent wretches, with much striving, have been able to 
break through it. The text does not say, as this author 
pretends, that Adam and Eve were ashamed to be seen 

• See Le £1erc in loc. NichoUs's Goofer. p. 129. 
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unclothed by one another ; neither is there any necessity 
of supposing it. It is observed by Moses, that they ** hid 
" themselves," not from one another, but " from the pre- 
<* sence of the Lord God^ :" and the reason is intimated, 
because they were naked ^. It seems, that they were 
struck with the consciousness of their nakedness, and the 
impression of shame following it, immediately upon their 
transgression : but the shame they had upon them was 
more upon account^of the presence of God, than of each 
other's. And though the author may think it strange, 
that any one should be ashamed of nakedness in the pre- 
sence of God only, yet he does not consider the difference 
between a visible and an invisUtle presence ; nor how one 
is apt to strike any person more than the other. The pre- 
sence of God in th^t visible manner, wherein he was then 
pleased to appear, had the same effect upon them, as any 
strange or awful company has been apt to have upon man- 
kind in such cases ever since. God impressed it upon 
them then as part of their punishment, and has left the 
like shame upon their posterity ever since, for a perpetual 
.memorial of it. 

But the Objector makes himself diversion about their 
sewing fig-leaves together for aprons : '^ having, it seems, 
(says he with a sneer,) "all things necessary for sew- 
" ingc." I apprehend what he means : they wanted needle 
and thread, and perhaps tkimble too. It is a stale objec- 
tion, borrowed from Burnet or Blount <^, and taken notice 
of at large by Dr. Nicholls ^, though hardly deserving to 
have such honour done it. However,- there is no necessity 
of saying that they sewed fig-leaves together; another 
rendering would quite disable the objection. It might as 
weU have been said, tacked together : but then he would 
ask, no doubt, how they came by tacks, before smiths 
were in being? Well, to cut off all cavils at once, we will 

• Gen. iu. 8. ^ Gen. iii. 10. 
« Cbristianity as Old, &c. p. 385. 

• Bnrnet'B Arcbcolog. p. 293. Blount's Orades of Reason, p. 44. 

• Nicholls's Conference with a Theist, p. 130. 
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saj fastened or joined together^ (for that the ori^nal word 
will very well bear,) and then the sarcasm is lost^ and the 
jester disappointed. 

Gen. III. 8. 

They heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the 
DAT. The Objector thinks this a '^ strange representation 
« of Godf." Yes ; if it be taken literally of God's walking 
as a man walks : but he must be next to an idiot that can 
so understand it. God can choose what symbol of his 
presence he pleases ; and a human form^ as well as any 
other. But if the author's delicacy is offended at that^ he 
may understand the words not of God's walking, but of 
the voice walking; that is, going forth, approaching, or 
the likes. 

Gen. III. 91. 

The Objector, upon this text, has a fling at what is said 
of God's making them coats. ^' Coats," says he, ^' of the 
" skins of beasts newly created in pairs ^ :" as if the thing 
could not have been done without destroying a whole 
species. But how does he know that no more than a pair 
of every sort was at first created ? Or supposing it so, how 
knows he that the beasts had not multiplied before the 
time when God taught Adam and Eve to make coats of 
skins ? I forbear to say more, because the objection is 
stale and trite, taken up from Burnet and Blount >, and it 
has been answered at large by Dr. NichoUs ^, to whom I 
have nothing to add. 

f Ghriitianity m Old, ftc. p. 385. 

t See Bishop Pkitrick and Le Clerc in loc The ume rexb, in hUhpael, is 
wed of arrows. Peal. Izxvii. 17. and is there rendered, went abroad; and 
seems to be meant of the thunder. However, certain it is from that place 
alone, that the verb, in this conjagation, is not always applied to b person. 

k Christianity as Old, ftc. p. 386. 

< BnmeCs ArdusoL p. 293. Bkrant, p. 44. 

h NichoUs's Confer, p. 131. 
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Gbn. VI. 6. 

And it rbpbnted the Lord, that hb had 
made man upon the earth, and it grieved him 
AT HIS HEART. Ofibnce is here taken at the expression, 
by our over nice gentleman, who thus descants upon it ^ 
'^ In what a number of places is God said to try people ; 
^' and yet notwithstanding this caution, how often is he 
^* said to repent? Does he not even repent of the first ac- 
'< tion he did in relation to man ? Nay, does not the Scrip- 
** ture suppose^ he has so often repented, that he is weary 
" of repenting?" It is very true that the Scripture does 
say these things ; and it is no less true that the Scripture 
means no such thing by them, as this gentleman would in* 
sinuate. There is not a commentator of any note, but 
what would have set him right in this matter, had he 
pleased to be at the pdns to learn, before he had set up to 
teach. God is unchangeable, and repenteth not in a strict 
and proper sense ; but when he undoes what he has before 
done, or changes his first measures, as circumstances re- 
quire, he is said to repent ^ or grieve, by a figure taken 
from the manner of men, who, in such cases, do really 
repent and grieve. God accommodates his phrases to the 
language of men, in order to be the better understood by 
men, and also to render his expressions more pathetic, 
lively, and affecting. There is great use in it, and no harm 
can come by it, while the hearer or reader has any tolera- 
ble measure of common sense. 

The Objector perhaps will reply, that then this is inter- 
preting Scripture by recLson. It is so, and by Scripture 
too, which in other places declares that God '^ does not re- 
*^ pent V' an<l that his words are not " yea and nay®." And 
what if Scripture must be interpreted by reason^ that is, 
rtfOiona^/y interpreted, as every book should? Is Scripture 

1 Chriitiaiiity m 01d» ftc p. 251. , 

« See St. Anstiii contra AdTcnarinm Leg. et Prophet lib. i. ctp. 40. 
p. 573. 
■ Numb, zxiii. 19. \ Sun. zf. 29. • 2 Cor. i. 19, 20. 
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therefore useless, because reason should go along with it, 
as with every thing else ? Or is reason alone sufficient with- 
out Scripture ? No ; no more than eyes alone are sufficient 
without light to see by, or objects to look upon. Reason, 
the eye of the mind, looks into as many things as are set 
before it, and appear with sufficient lustre : but if either 
the objects be few, or the light dim, reason alone can be 
of very little service. We interpret those texts about 
God's repenting f by reason : but by reason alone we should 
have known nothing of the facts themselves of God's re* 
pentingj nor of a thousand others revealed in Scripture. 
Great is the light which Scripture brings; and not the 
less for supposing such light to shine upon rational crea- 
tures capable of perceiving it. But I beg my reader's par- 
don^ for striking thus far into the argumentative part of 
the book, when the Scriptural part only is my professed 
province $ to which I now return. 

Gen. VIII. 2,1. 

Thb Lord smellbd a sweet savour: namely, 
after Noah had offered burnt offerings upon the altar; as 
is related in the verse preceding. Our author takes him- 
self to be facetious, when he banters such expressions in 
the person of the heathen Jupiter ; designing it equally 
agiunst the God of Israel^ as appears by the turn of his 
argument, and his masiner of expression, and his printing 
the words in Italic, to be the more taken notice of. He 
expresses his wonder, ''that the stench of burnt flesh 
'' should be such a sweet smelling savour in his nostrils^ as 
'' to atone for the wickedness of men :" and he thinks it a 
gross conception of God, '' that he should be delighted 
'' with the butchering of innocent animals." He goes 
onP: ''If the Pagans" (say Jews, and the argument is 
the same) " believed beasts were not ^ven them for food, 
" why did they eat them ? Or if they thought they were, 
" why did they ungratefully throw back the gifts of God 

r Christianity as Old, &c.p. 91. 
D4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 GENESIS VIIL ai. 

" on the donor ? Or why did they not drown or bury 
*^ them, rather than make such a stench in burning them^ 
" as many times, by the number of sacrifices, might in- 
" feet the very air ?" Contemptible droll ! thus to play his 
bufibonery against the Most High, and to oppose his own 
dreams to the wisdom of Heaven. Sacrifices of animals 
began soon after the fally by God's allowance, yea, by 
God's appointment ; since otherwise no just account of its 
commencing, that I know of, can be given. Whatever 
other ends and uses there were of animal sacrifices, one 
very great one we are sure of, viz. to typify the sacrifice 
of Christ % the Lamb of God that was to be slain for the 
sins of the world. These facts we learn from the holy 
Scripture. And as to Pagan sacrifices, they serve to con- 
firm it ; since no just account can be given of those sacri- 
fices prevailing so universally in the heathen world, but 
that the practice was handed down from the sons of Noah, 
of whom the whole earth was peopled. These facts are 
plain, certain, and well attested: and we must expect 
some very considerable and weighty arguments from any 
man that shall presume to call them in question. Yet what 
has this trifler to produce, that can bear so much as the 
face of an argument ? Let us take his pretences to pieces 
in their order. 

I. He endeavours to suggest a false idea of the thing, 
as if the ** stench of burnt flesh wef^ a sweet smelling sa- 
" vour in his nostrils;" where the argument lies only in 
the grossness of the idea, raised at the expense of truths 
and the seeming coarseness of the expression. Indeed God 
is said to have ^' smelled a sweet savour;" which is an ex- 
pression used in great condescension to human thoughts 
and human language, and is intended to signify, that God 
was pleased with the piety and devout services of Noah 
and others, sacrificing to him from a pure heart, as men 
are wont to be pleased with sweet odours. A comparison 
taken from things human serves, in some measure, to 

4 See Ootram de Sacrificnsy tib. i. cap. t8. p. 209, &c. 
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illustrate things divine: and though it is not exact, as 
none can be exact, yet it helps to convey a more lively 
and more affecting idea of the thing, than could be given 
without it. *'A sweet smelling savour'* is St. Paul's 
phrase in the New Testament also ; where Christ is said 
to have oivbn himself for us, an offering and 
A sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling sa- 
vour '• The metaphor is just and elegant : and none but 
a half-witted reader can understand it in a gross sense, or 
take offence at it. 

3. His second cavil agunst sacrifices is, that <'God 
*< should be delighted with the butchering of innocent 
'< animals." No 5 he is not delighted with bulls* ^sh, 
nor vnth the blood of goats : but he was pleased with the 
obedience and devotion shown in the Jewish sacrifices^; 
and he accepted the sacrifices themselves, as typifying the 
all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ. The more innocent the 
animals, the fitter to represent that Lamb of God, who was 
perfect innocence, who did no sin, neither was 
GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH^ But howevcr iunoccnt 
the animals were, I suppose no question can be made, 
but Gody who has destined most of them for slaughter, to 
be for food to man, might command their lives when he 
pleased, for much higher uses. We that know and believe 
Scripture, know this, and can give a just and rational ac- 
count of the practice: but since this writer speaks of 
'^ butchering of innocent animals," we might desire to 
know by what right or authority he and his fraternity do 
it? They have been publicly challenged ^ to make good 
their claim to animal food; and have never yet cleared 
their title. The priests and people both among the Jews 
could eat flesh, and could show their warrant for it : but 
the Deists, so far as I perceive, could never yet show 
theirs : for which reason, it might have become this 

' Eph. ▼. 2. 

• Vid. TertDll, iidv. Mara. lib. ii. cap. 22. p. 392, 393. 

« 1 PeL ii. 22. 

■ ReynoMs'i! Three Letters to the Deist, Letter I. 
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writer^s modesty to have been sileiit on that head. But to 
proceed. 

3. The third and principal argument against sacrifices is 
the ** stench^" whichj it seems, ** might infect the very 
** air.*' But is the smell of roast meat so very noisome^ 
when the eating of it was so wholesome, and so delicious 
too, that he even envies the priests the share they had in 
it^? I say, their share; iot this author betrays his igno« 
ranee, in imagining that they had the wholes and the peo«- 
ple none. He might have learned better from two con- 
siderable writers 7, who had corrected that blunder, v^hich 
had long passed current among his friends. As to hb ac- 
count of the first beginning of sacrifices, p, 99, it deserves 
BO consideration, because it is making history out of bis 
own bead, and is nothing else but telling us bis dreams. 

50 credulous a creature is an infidel : no romance or le- 
gend can carry any thing so improbable, as what passes 
with these men into serious belief. But I proceed. 

Gen. IX. 13. 

I DO SET MT BOW IN THE CLOUD, AND IT SHALL 
BB FOR A TOKEN OF A COVENANT BETWEEN MB 

AND THB EARTH. The Objcctor's candid and mannerly 
remark on this passage is ; " Perhaps the author's not 
** knowing the natural cause of the r^nbow occasioned 
'' that account we have in Genesis of its institution '" 
And what does this gentleman himself know of it, that 
should give him a handle for this mean reflection ? It has 
been a disputed point, whether there was any rainbow 
before the flood. As the appearance of the rainbow is 
made by the refracted and reflected sunbeams from the 
ialling drops of small roscid rain 3 and as there were both 
sun and rains before the flood, it should seem that the 
same natural causes then, should produce the same na- 
tural effect as now. And so indeed they infallibly must 

s See Chrittianity m Old, &c. p. 92. 

7 NicboUs*! Conf. toI. i. p. 147. Phileleatli. Lipe. part i. ^ 26. 

> ChrUtiaiiity as Old, &c p. 254. 
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have done^ were k certain that the dysposition of the air^ 
clouds, and rains, was the same, and that nothing inter* 
posed to hinder the effect. But as it is no unreasonable 
supposition, that God might before the flood, by the inter* 
position of clouds, or otherwise, constantly do what he 
often does now, to prevent the appearing of any rcunbow; 
so it is far from certain, that there ever was such an appear* 
ance, before God appointed it for a sign. 

But supposing that there was a rainbow before the 
flood, yet as it is a natural sign of fair weather approach* 
bg, (since the sun must shine upon the fiadling rain, and 
the clouds also must be thin when it appears,) it was very 
proper to choose it for the appointed token of the cove* 
nant, and to make that the memorial of the promise ; that 
so as often as men should see the rainbow, they might re- 
member that Grod had given them such a promise, and 
that bis infallible word should be their sufficient security. 
A mere promise, though recorded and written down for 
the use of posterity, would not be so efieotual to the end 
designed, as the same promise with a visible sign annexed 
to it, that the sight of one should constantly bring to mind 
a sense of the other. If it had been said, as sure as the 
moon shall wax and wane, or as the sea shall ebb and 
flow^ so sure is it that the earth shall never more be 
drowned with a flood, even that would have been more 
useful and more affecting than a bare promise ; because 
then every change or tide would have been a memorial of 
the promise. But when another sign is chosen, which haa 
itself also some natural sig^ificancy in it to foretel fair 
weather, and no sudden great rains ; this shows the wis* 
dom of the Divine appointment, and a thorough insight 
also into natural causes and effiscts^. 



• Id vera infidum eo potMmnm etoglt Densy qnia rignnm fit natorale. 
Nam non fit irii in nobe admodum densa, aed rorante ; neqne fit si et adrem 
rit nnbea, qma sic aol non poaait radios mittere in nnbem oppoaitam. Atqni 
ad dUimam amversale requraatnr nnbea denaas, et totnm cslnm obdooentea. 
Gerhard. Vo$t, de IdohkUr, p. 290. Oper, torn. v. 
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If it be objected, as indeed it has been^j that it would 
be but poor comfort to Noah and his posterity to see the 
rainbow, if such a thing had ever appeared before the 
flood, because a deluge followed notwithstanding; with 
submission, I take such reasoning to be wrong: for it 
supposes the comfort to lie merely in the sight of the rain* 
bow, and not in the sense of the promise. A rainbow 
could be no comfort to them that lived before the flood, 
because no such promise had been given them; and it 
could not naturally prove that there never might be an 
universal deluge. But since it has been made the sign or 
token of the promise, and reminds us of that promise, 
which is an infallible security to as many as believe the 
Scripture, there is undoubtedly all imaginable comfort in 
it* What the sight of the rainbow wants, the sense of 
the promise, renewed by it, supplies. Upon the whole, 
therefore, I do not think it at all necessary to inquire, 
whether there was or was not any rainbow before the 
flood. Be that as it will, the Divine wisdom, in appoint- 
ing the rainbow as a sign and a memorial of his most gra- 
cious promise to mankind, is very apparent upon either 
supposition : and this Objector's cavils are very wide of 
the point c. 

Gbn. XI. 7. 

Go TO, LBT us 00 DOWN, AND THERB CONFOUND 
THEIR LANOUAOB, THAT THEY MAY NOT UNDER- 
STAND ONE another's speech. TheObjcctor is here 
pleased to say, <' Some think that this author did not know 
** the reason of the necessary variety of language upon the 
** increase of mankind <i." But they that think so, if they 
had any discretion, would keep such thoughts to them- 
selves. For what sense is there in pretending, that because 
in several hundred years time there might or must have 
been a variety of language, therefore also there must have 

^ See Patrick in loc * See Sfturin. Dissert is. p. 70. 

* ChristiaDity as 01d> &c. p. 254. 
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been the like variety in one hundred, or a very little more ? 
As much as to say, because there has been a considerable 
variety in the English language since the time of Richard 
the Second or Henry the Fourth, therefore there has been 
the like since the reign of James or Charles the First. 
And yet there has been a good deal of foreign mixture 
among Englishmen in the last hundred years ; and there 
could be none at all among the builders of Babel, from 
the time of the flood. Certainly they might have under- 
stood each other's language, as well at least as we now 
understand the English of Charles the First's time. But 
from Moses's account, it is certain they did not: and 
Moses, a wise man, and an inspired writer, resolves so 
marvellous a thing into the extraordinary interposal of the 
Divine hand, the immediate work of God. 

If the Objector thinks that Moses, or some other au- 
thor of the Pentateuch, invented the whole story, only to 
account for the variety of languages observable in his own 
time ; he may think so, if he plefeses, without any reason, 
or colour of reason for it. But Moses, in that place, is not 
accounting so much for the variety of languages, (which 
was a trifle in comparison,) as for the quick dispersion of 
the sons of Noah over the face of the earth ^, to which the 
confusion of tongues led. And what if such variety in 
language might or must have ensued naturally in a course 
of years or ages, upon the increase and dispersion of man- 
kind, (which however is a disputable point^,) yet it was 
God's will to accelerate their dispersion s by confounding 
their language, and not to wait till they should slowly and 
leisurely disperse of themselves. Thorns and briars were 

• Gen. X. 25—32. See Perizon. Orig. Bab. cap. xiy. p. 280. Schroeer. 
Imper. Babyl. p. 49. 

f See StiUingfieet, vol. ii. p. 263. But Dr. Wooton has with more particular 
care and accuracy discnssed the qoestion, in his Dissertatio de Confosione 
lingiiaram Babylonica, printed in Cbamberlayne's Collection of the copies of 
the Lord's Prayer in divers languages, p. 37, && And after both these, see a 
late pamphlet, entitled, Remarks on a Letter to Dr. W. in Relation to the na- 
tural Account of Languages. Cambridge, 1731. 

t Vide Johan. Marckii £xercit I. in Vet Test p. 6K 
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springing up every where, woods and thickets spreadii^ 
themselves around^ wild beasts increasing; and all this 
while the sons of Noah gathering together in a duster^ 
and designing to continue so, instead of dispersing, to re- 
plenish and cultivate the earth b. God would not bear 
their loitering at such a juncture, but interposed mira- 
culously ; and by confounding their language, confounded 
their ill-contrived projects, and dispatdied them away, as 
he designed, to remote and distant quarters. What is 
there in this account that should so offend our Objector, 
to make him run riot against Moses ? Or when will he 
give us a better rationale of the quick dispersion of man- 
kind, than Scripture has thus done to our hands > ? 

Gbn. XII. 13. 

Sat, I PBAY THEE, THOU ART MT SISTER, &C. 

Our censorious gentleman, who out of his great benevo^ 
knee towards mankind, takes a particular pleasure in as- 
persing and blackening the best of the race, is here pleased 
to throw out his flouts upon the holy Patriarch Abraham. 
He begins thus ^ : '< Does not the Scripture give many 
*^ instances of inspired persons, as much governed by their 
** passions as uninspired ?" No ; not altogether so much^ 
though perhaps in some degree. For who does not ob- 
serve, at first sight, a manifest difference between David, 
though set in the worst light, and Shimei his reviler ? Or 
between the holy men of the Old Testament, or New, and 
those that maliciously deikme them, and take pleasure in 
doing it ? One of the cases is pitiable, while the other is 
odious. It is not necessary to assert, that the holiest that 
ever lived (one only excepted) were exempt from sin ; for 
none of them were so : but yet it may be proper, for their 
honour, and for the honour of religion, to vindicate them 
against those malevolent detractors, who lay to their 

b See Cnmberlaod, Orig. Antiq. 159. 

> See this article Airtfaer vindicated agunst the Letter Writer, in a pam- 
phlet, entitled, A Reply to the Letter to Dr. W. London, for J. Watt^ 1731. 
k Christianity as Old, &c. p. 243. 
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charge sins that they knew not. The Objector goes on to 
impeach in form. ^' Was not Abraham, though a pro- 
^* phet, and so dear to God, that he would not destroy a 
'' neighbouring town without acqudnting him with it, 
<< guilty of an incestuous marriage; his wife being his 
** sister by the father's side )** That is to say, as much as 
Lot was Abraham's brother; for so he is called ', though 
really his nephew : and Sarah, most probably, was Lot's 
sister, that is, Abraham's niece. This gentleman perhaps 
does not know, that the names of brother and sisteTf in 
Scripture language, often mean no more than cousins or 
kinsfolks. Isaac, in the like drcumstances with Abraham, 
called Rebecca bis sister n^, who was only his cousin. And 
so Sarah was Abraham's sister, that is, his niece; her la- 
ther being Abraham's half-brother, or brother by the fa- 
ther's side. Sarai, in all probability, was the daughter of 
Haran % Abraham's half-brother; and therefore the mar- 
riage of Abraham with Saru was not so incestuous as this 
gentleman imagines. 

But suppose the fact to be as he reports it, could he find 
out no kind excuse for Abraham, rather than charge it 
upon him as an article of guilty and as a symptom of his 
being governed by his passions f He can be more favour- 
able in his censure, when he has not some friend of God 
to throw dirt upon. This may appear by what he toys 
upon the general case of ineestf in another part of his book. 
** ^ What we call incest, is now, for many good reasons, 

> Gen. xiii. 8. xiv. 16. ■ Gen. xx?i. 7. 

■ Gen. xi. 29. Hiat licah is anotiier name for Sarai if generally aOowed 
hf the most jndidoos commentators and critics, both Jews and Qiristianf, 
Aad it is dbserrable, Oat in Tcr. 31 . Sarai is not caDed Tenh's daagliter» but 
Us dt«^A/«r-m-toi9, as married to bis son. Should sbe not raflier bava beea 
called by the nearer alliance, had she really been Terah's own dangfater ? Mr. 
Bayle, in his Dictionary, in the article Sarah^ throws togedier many slight 
reasons, for want of one good one, to prore that Sarah was strictly Abraham's 
riiter:asif reasons wen to be fNMi^crtfd', radiertlianwf^A^ HerhoatiieB 
name probably was Iteah : and npon her oonyersion she was called Sarai s 
and afterwards, for special reasons, Sarah, See Hyde^s ReHg, vet, Permr. 
p. SO. Conf. Witsii ^gypt p. 99. 

• Christianity as Old, ftc. p. 345. 
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'^ not to be allowed of; yet it was a duty in the children 
'^ of Adam and Eve. And if the nearest of kin were now 
'^ thrown on a desert island^ I see no reason but that they 
<< might act as the first bom pair did." So mild a casuist 
is this gentleman upon the general case. Might he not 
therefore have put on the same good humour and candor 
for Abraham's sake? It was but supposing some- very 
particular circumstances obliging Abraham^ as matters 
then stood, to marry his half-sister, and the necessity of 
the case would have acquitted him of the guilt of incest^ 
by the author's own principles. Certain itisj that in those 
early ages of the world, the rules about marrying with 
their kindred were not so strict, neither was there any rea- 
son that they should?. The prohibited degrees came not 
to be minutely laid down, till the Levitical Law com- 
menced ; which has been the standard ever since, to those 
that admit Divine revelation. Otherwise it would be dif- 
ficult to form a rule from the principles of reason only, 
that would not be liable to much dispute, especially as to 
the more remote degrees. 

But the Objector has not yet done with Abraham : he 
goes on thus, rising in his scurrilities, and growing up to 
profaneness. ^^ Did he not endeavour to betray her (Sa- 
^' rah's) chastity to two kings, in disowning her to be his 
'^ wife ; by which conduct, he got from one of them, 
*^ who entreated him well for her sake, men and maid ser- 
^< vants, sheep, oxen, asses, and camels ; and from the 
<^ other, a thousand pieces of silver, besides sheep, oxen, 
"men and women servants^?" Heavy charges these: 
but let us consider whether there be not some flaw in the 
evidence. The first article is, that '^ Abraham disowned 
" her to be his wife.'' Now, I think, disowning is as much 
as denying her to be his wife : when did Abraham so ? 
He said not that she was bis wife, nor that she was not ; 
he spoke the truth in caUing her his sister, or kinswoman ; 

p Vide Selden de Jure Nat. et Gent. lib. ▼. rap. 9. 
1 Christianity as Old, &c. p. 243. compare 226, 229. 
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bat not the whole truths because she was that and more. 
He concealed what was proper, but said what was true. 
Had the Objector been as cautious^ he bad spared this 
part of the chavge. 

Mr. Bayle, in the same article, Sarahy employs all his 
wit to make Abraham and Sarah in that instance two 
liars ; and puts cases where persons are obliged to tell the 
whole truth, as parallel to a case where they were not 
obliged to it, or rather were obliged to conceal partj for 
the preventing the ill consequences that might follow 
from declaring the wliole. His pretence that Pharaoh 
and Abimelech, as <^ kings of the country,^' had a right 
to know the whole truth, is false and sophistical: for 
they were neither of them to be considered, in that case^ 
as magistrates, or judges, sitting upon the seat of justice, 
but as ravisherSj invading what did not belong to them on 
any supposition. And had such men as' thpse a right to 
the whole truth, especially when murder might be the 
issue of it ? Certainly, it was suiEcient not to tell them 
an untruth, and to conceal as much as possible, consist* 
ently with truth. It is granted, that in many other cases, 
such a kind of concealing part, or a principal part, would 
be iniquity; not because it is lyings but because it may 
draw innocent persons into a snare, to their damage or 
prejudice. But when it isf to prevent a greater evil than 
can be feared the other way, the case is widely cUflferent : 
so the resolution of this question depends upon the cir- 
cumstances. 

1. The second article of impeachment ia, that the good 
Patriarch betrayed his wife's chastity to two kings* Better 
so, without further hurt, than to have betrayed her chas- 
tity and bis own life too ; and to brmg upon the king»^ 
or one of them, the guilt both of adultery and murder. 
But how was it betraying her chastity at all } Her chastity 
was as safe in that way, as it could be in any. Abraham 
could trust to her virtue against any thing hut force; and 
good men would not force even a single woman. But if 
the kings should prove wicked men, they would not spare 

VOL. VI. E 
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f 

her the sooner for her being a wife. I say then, that 
Abraham did not betray her chastity, supposing he had 
good men to deal with. But if we suppose the contrary, 
he would then have betrayed her chastity as much in 
owning her to be his wife, and would besides have very 
needlessly exposed his own life, and brought blood-guilti- 
ness upon the land. If it be said that Sarah, at least, 
must at length have discovered herself to be Abraham's 
wife, or else have complied against conscience and duty, 
supposing the king who had taken her to be a wicked 
man; this indeed appears unavoidable in the case, had 
the thing gone on so far. But it was right in the mean* 
while to evade the difficulty as long as k could lawfully 
be evaded, and to wait and see whether Divine Providence 
might not some way or other interpose, before the last 
extremity. The event answered : God did interpose, and 
brought off both Abraham and his wife harmless. 

Upon the whole,. I see nothing in Abraham's conduct, 
but what, all circumstances considered, was conformable 
to the rules of true prudence, and well becoming so wise 
and so good a man '. They do not seem to know Abra- 
ham, who can imagine that he could twice very delibe- 
rately have taken that method, had he not known it to 
be strictly lawful, yea, and his duty to do as he did : for 
if a man does not use all lawful human means in such 
cases, it is a culpable neglect, and a presumptuous tempt- 
ing of God^. Abraham's practice in this matter appeared 
so innocent and laudable, that his son Isaac afterwards, 
without the least scruple, followed the example, and with 
the like success. In both of them, it was doing all that 
they wisely and justly might, trusting God for the event, 
but not tempting him by expecting his interposition for 
them, while they had it in their power to use any innocent 
means to save themselves. 



'' See N&talis Alexand. yol. L p. 202, &c. August contr. Faust fib. zzii. 
381, &c. 
• Augnstin, ibid. p. 383. 
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But the heaviest article with the Objector is, that Abra- 
ham, by this conduct, got a great deal : for he cannot 
bear that a prophet or a priest should get any thing. 
Whatever he go/, it was plainly owing to the favour, and 
countenance, and blessing of God, who miraculously in- 
terposed to assist and comfort him : so that this flout is 
aimed directly against God himself, for being kind to 
Abraham. But it is the property of the Divine Being to 
be particularly kind and gracious to true and faithful men : 
and qne would wonder what the Objector had been think- 
ing of, to make any doubt of it. He goes on however 
still slandering of Abraham. 

Gen. XV. 8. 

And Hfi SAID, Lord God, whbrebt shall I 
KNOW THAT I SHALL INHERIT IT ? The words are 
Abraham's, after God had promised him the inheritance 
of the land of Canaan. The Objector thinks he has here 
caught the good man tripping in his faith; and thereupon, 
rejoicing, says, *' And immediately after his faith was 
'^ counted to him for righteousness, did he not doubt of 
** God's promise till God spoke to him in a deep sleeps ?'' 
Now the whole force of the objection lies in the words 
JTIM rroi, which we render. Whereby shall I know ? And 
which may as literally be rendered, in whaty or by what 
shall 1 know ? And the meaning may be, either by what 
sign shall I know, that I may believe it ? or by what cir* 
cumsiance shall I know, that I may form a more exact 
idea of it ? The latter construction appears the more na- 
tural, and suits best with what follows. God had not yet 
told him how, or when, or with what particular circum- 
stances he should inherit the land of promise ; but after 
casting him into a deep sleeps God was pleased to inform 
him of all particulars, as he lay in a dream. The whole 
context shows, that such is the drift and purport of the 
text in question : for in return to Abraham's request^ 

• Christianity as Old, &c. p. 244. 
E % 
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God does not so properly give him a sign to confirm his 
faith, (for what sign or certainty was there in the dream, 
more than in the vision before it ?) as he gives him a par- 
ticular description of the time, manner, and circumstances 
of fulfilling the promise. So the thbg that Abraham 
desired was, to have the general promise made more par- 
ticular, that he might have a clearer and mone distinct 
idea of it. This was not doubting of what God had be- 
fore said to him, but it was showing his satisfiftction so 
far, and desiring him still to say more* In a word then, 
Abraham in asking, *^ whereby shall I know ?" did not 
mean to ask by what sign he might know that the pro- 
mise would be fulfilled ; but whereby, or by what circum- 
stances he might know how, or in what respects it should 
be fulfilled. Kortl t) yvwroyiM, say the Seventy, very rightly. 
As lo what respects shall I know, that I may form an 
idea of it ? See Le Clerc on the place, who gives much 
the same solution that I do. And the Objector, it is to 
be hoped, will not except against htm, being, in his judg- 
ment, ^' as able a Divine as this, or perhaps any other age 
** has produced ».** 

Gbn. XVIL 10. 

This is my covenant — Every man-child a- 
MONO YOU SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED. In Opposition 
to this and other texts, which refer the original of the 
Jewish circumcision solely to Divine appointment, our 
Objector is pleased to account for it another way, as here 
follows ». 

** This institution, as is proved by Marsham, and others^ 
^ seems to be owing to the Egyptians, who thought all 
^^ to be pro&ne who used it not : and it was after Abra- 
^^ ham had been in Egypt, that circumcision was insti- 
<< tuted \ in order, it is likely, to recommend his posterity 
^* to the Egyptians, on whom they were for some ages to 



« ChristiMuty as Old, && p. 45. 
^ Ibid. p. 90. 
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<< depend. And what makes this the more probable is^ 
*^ that it was not till after the Lord had ordered Moses 
** into Egypt^ that the Lord met him by the way in the 
*' inn^ and sought to kill him, for not circumcising his 
^^ son. And upon Joshua's circumcising the Israelites, 
" (circumcision not being observed during their stay in 
** the wilderness, when they had no communication with 
« Egypt,) the Lord himself says. This day hayb I 

" ROLLED AWAT THE REPROACH OP EOYPT FROM GPP 

** YOU*." Before I come to examine this smooth account, 
it may be proper to take notice, that Celsus 7 of old, and 
after him Julian z, objected much the same thing; and 
Sir John Marsham ^ has since dropped some hints, as if 
the Jewish circumcision had been borrowed from the 
Egyptians, or, however, came after theirs. But we need 
not suppose that our Objector looked so high as Celsus, 
or Julian, or even Marsham : all he has to say is plainly 
stolen from an English author ^ of later date, who is our 
Objector's oracle, and to whom he is indebted (though 
he has not been so fair as to own it) for every article of 
this charge. But to examine it distinctly. 

I. It has not, neither can it be proved, that circumcision 
was in use at all among the Egyptians, or any where else, 
before Abraham's time. Neither Diodorus Siculus, nor 
Herodotus, <^ nor even Sanchoniatho can be of weight suf- 
ficient to determine this question. They are all fnodem, 
in comparison; and their stories ill supported. Some 
conjectures may be raised from the last of the three ; and 
if Cronus be Ham, as a very good and great Prelate sup- 
poses <^, possibly he might first have used circumcision. 



> Josh. T. 2—9. y Origen. contr. Cels. p. 17, 259. 

* Cyrin. oontr. Julian, p. 354. 

* MarduuDy Can. Chron. p. 72, 207. ed. Loud. 

^ Lovd Shafteslmry'i Gharact yoL iii. p. 52--55. 

« Vid. Wits. MgjpABCti, p. 223, &c. Baanag. Hist Judaic, lib. y. cap. 8. 
Calmety IMssert on Circumctsion. Natal. Alex, ^tat 3. Diss. 6. S. Basnagp. 
Ezerdt Hiatorico-Crtt p. 1 18. Saurin, Dinertat on Genesiiy p. 136. 

* QnOMilaud't SandKmiatfao, p. 38, 149, 150. 
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and from him the Egyptians might derive it : but nothing 
can be certainly affirmed of that matter : the contrary, 
for any thing I see, may still be more probable. 

2. Were it certain, as it is not, that the Egyptians first 
practised circumcision, yet it would not from thence follow, 
that the Hebrews, or God of the Hebrews, look it from 
them, or had any respect to them in it. It is plain that 
Abraham submitted to it in obedience only to a Divine 
command, and he received it as a sign and seal of the 
covenant of grace between God and him. What relation 
has that to Egypt ? Or if such regard was to be paid to 
the Egyptian rites, why was not Abraham circumcised 
before he went into Egypt, or at least while he sojourned 
there, to ingratiate himself with them ? Why should it 
be deferred, on -that supposition, to above twenty years 
after his leaving the country? Since the Objector con- 
ceives that Abraham's posterity, and Moses's son, were 
to be circumcised beforehand, in order to recommend 
them the more to the Egyptians at their first coming 
Aithcr; why should not Abraham have been circum- 
cised before he went down into Egypt, to make him the 
more welcome there ? Was there such care taken to re- 
commend his posterity to them, and yet none to recom- 
mend him, when it was more immediately wanted ? But 
further : as to the care taken to recommend his posterity f 
(who were to depend, it seems, upon the Egyptians for 
some ages,) let us see how this pretence falls in with the 
rest. Why was Ishmael to be circumcised, and his sons, 
and Abraham's sons by Keturah ; and why Esau after- 
wards, and his, who were none of the promised seed, and 
were not to depend upon Egypt ? Besides, it looks odd 
and fanciful to imagine, that Abraham should begin this 
practice so early, near 200 years before there should be 
occasion for it : for so long it was between Abraham's 
circumcision and his posterity's going down into Egypt. 
Our author himself confesses, that God did not rigorously 
insist upon Moses's circumcising his son, till he was just 
going into Egypt : and yet he fancies that Abraham's 
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whole posterity were to be circumcised about 200 years 
together, before the time proper to prepare them all for 
Egypt ; though eight parts of nine were never to sojourn 
there ; and those that were to go, might more prudently 
have omitted such a painful rite, till they should have 
occasion for it. One would think, upon this hypothesis, 
that if circumcision had begun with Joseph, or however 
with Jacob, it had commenced full soon. The Objector 
observes, that ^* circumcision was not observed during 
" their stay in the wilderness, when they had no commu- 
" nication with Egypt.*' Why then was it observed, or 
instituted by Abraham, after he had left Egypt twenty 
years, or more ; and long before his seed was to have any 
such close communication with the Egyptians ? And why 
was circumcision again restored, after the forty years' 
stay in the wilderness, when the Israelites had once taken 
their final leave of Egypt? This gentleman, it is plain, 
has suffered himself to be imposed upon by his ingenious 
leader, a jocular man, who .probably designed only to 
divert or to amuse his readers. 

The pretence from Josiu v. and verse 9, is as ridiculous 
as the rest. For what occasion was there for " rolling away 
" the reproach of Egypt," (if uncircumcisiou was the re- 
proach,) when they had done with Egypt, and had nothing 
to fear from it) But the " reproach of Egypt" may be 
understood in the passive, and not a6tive sense ; of the 
reproach they lay under, and not of what they threw 
upon others : in a word, it may be understood of the 
idolatry of Egypt, which was rolled away from the chil- 
dren of Israel, by their renewing the covenant of Abra- 
ham with Almighty God, when they were circumcised at 
Gilgal. There are several other constructions whereof 
the words are capable^: but I shall mention one only 
besides what I have already given ; and it is this : it is 
not unreasonable to suppose, that the being circumcised 

• Yid, Ganetii Vespene Groning. p. 21, ^c« 
K4 
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might take off the reproach of the Egyptians^ inasmuch 
as uncircumcision was a reproach, upon the Jewish prin* 
ciples ^, to all that were not circumcised ; amounting to 
the same as profane^ or uncleans^ Upon the foot of this 
construction, the text of Joshua would afford a good ar- 
gument to prove diat the Egyptians were not circumcised. 
And if it were reasonable to suppose, that circumcision 
was instituted with a view to Abraham's postenty being 
to live in Egypt, we might then give this account of it ; 
that it was done to prevent their mingling with the Egyp- 
tians, and to preserve them as a separate independent na- 
tion and people. But there seems to have been no more 
view to Egypt in that affair, than to all other nations that 
Abraham's posterity should have to do with* 

3. Having shown that there is no ground to suspect 
that the Hebrew circumcision was borrowed from the 
Egyptians, or had any particular respect to Egypt ^ $ it is 
the less material to inquire, which first used it, because 
little or nothing depends upon it : yet I esteem it highly 
probable, that circumcision was originally of Abraham, 
and by his sons conveyed to as many as have used it; 
and that the Egyptians in particular borrowed it firom 
thence, by the Arabian Ishmaelites. This was the opi- 
nion of a learned writer of the sixth century, who speaks 
of it as a thing unquestionable K And what makes it the 
more likely is, that they were not circumcised, as the 
Hebrews were, at the eighth day, but at thirteen years of 
age, or upwards of thirteen, after the example of IshmaeL 
I have indeed no authority for this fact, except St. Am- 

' Gen. zxxiy. 14. Judg. tW. 3. 1 Sam. zIt. 6. zvii. 26. 2 Sam. i. 20. 

f Lent ziz. 23. Isa. lii. 1. 

^ The stale pretences of a Letter Writer to prove that drcumcirion began 
in Egypt, were folly obviated before in Ifae authors above referred to, p. 53 ; 
and have been since baffled in a pamphlet entitled, A Reply to the Letter to 
Dr. Waterland. Printed for J. Watts, 1731. 

* 'Efiut^t* Ik iwi tSw *WfumXiTii9 ^ m* Atyvtrrut wtfiri^wu^iti, AnosiOS, Si' 

naii, finaest zxviii. p. 284. Con£ Wits. p. 127. Heidegger, tom. ii. Exerc. 7. 
fiuddai Analect, p. 17, 18. Hoet Dem. Evang. p. 159. 
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brosei. Bat he speaks of it positively, as a thing which 
be knew ; I mean, of the circumctsion of the males : as 
to females^ he expresses himself more doubtfully. It is 
well known that the ancient Arabs, and after them the 
Saracens, deriving the practice, as well as their pedigree, 
from Ishmael, have used circumcision at or about thirteen 
years of age^; and that the Mahometans continue the 
same practice, varying a little as to the time ; choosing 
the 13th, 14th, 15th, or 16th year of their age^, but 
seldom doing it sooner. 

I shall only add, in confirmation of what has been said, 
that the circumcising (if we may so call it) of the fentales 
also among the ^ Egyptians, is a further alignment of 
their deriving the pracdce from the Arabs ; because the 
Mahometans (who undoubtedly have derived it fix>m the 
Arabs) do the same thing >^. I shall proceed no farther 
in this argument, which has already passed through the 
hands of a multitude of learned men. Fabricius numbers 
up several <>. I would chiefly recommend three Latin P au- 
thors, who have treated the subject as judiciously and 
accurately as any. And if the En^ish r^er would see 
the question briefly and closely discussed, he may turn to 
Bishop Patrick's Comment on the xviith of Grenesis, or 
to Saurin's ' Dissertations, or to Mr. Shuckfbrd's clear 
and succinct history of the question >", in the first volume 
of his learned and useful work. 

But we have not yet done with the Objector. For be» 

i ^gyptii quarto-decimo anno ciroimcidunt mares ; et foemiiuB apnd eos 
eodem anno circamcidi fieraDtur. Jmhrot. de Ahrakam. lib. ii. cap. 11. 

k OffifeiL, FUlocal. cap. zziii. p. 77, Joseph. Antiq. Kb. i. cap. 13. 

> Rdand. de Rdigione M(rfiammedlGa» lib. i. p. 75. 

» Strabo, lib. xWI^ p. 824. Vid. Ludolf. Comment ad Histor. ^tliiop. 
p. 273. 

^ Reland. de Ret. Mobammedica, p. 75. David. MilUiu, Dissert x« 

^3^o. 

• Fabiidi Biblielli. Antiq. p. 383. 

P Hadegger, Histor. Patriarch, torn. ii. p. 240, &c. Witsii iEgyptiaca, 
lib. iii. cap. 5. p. 223. Nat. Alex. toI. i. p. 222, &c. 
4 Sanrin, Dissert xr. p. 135. 
' Shiick|iiml*8 Sacred and Profane History, vol. i. p. 323, &c. 
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sides his endeavouring to throw a slur upon the rite of 
circumcision, from its pretended original, he attempts 
further to expose it as a thing wrong in itself, contrary to 
the dictates of the law of nature* His words are : ^* Had 
<' such notions been adhered to, concerning the Divine 
*^ goodness, as the light of nature dictates, the Egyptians, 
*^ and some other Pagan nations, could never have thought 
<< that cutting off of the foreskin (not to be performed 
*< without great pain and hazard) could have been a reli- 
« gious duty acceptable to a good and gracious God, 
** who makes nothing in vain, much less what requires 
'' cutting off, even with extreme danger and anguish. 
*^ Had nature required such an operation, nature being 
^< always the same, would still have required it/' It is 
obvious to observe, that the argument is directly levelled 
at the Jewish circumcision, under the name of Pagan, 
and strikes at the authority of all Divine revelation. The 
presumption which the Objector goes upon^ and which 
indeed runs through his whole book, is, that he is wise 
enough to direct the counsels of Heaven, and to pass an 
unerring judgment upon all the works and ways of God. 
It is fact, that God did require circumcision : and '' who 
** art thou, that repliest against God ?" The modest way 
(if there be any) of opposing the Divine revelations, is to 
dispute the external evidences of the fact, and not to run 
into downright blasphemy, by conceitedly pretending to 
be wise enough to know every thing that belongs to 
God. Mr. Bayle might teach this author, that " when 
** we are certain God does such or such a thing, it is 
** blasphemy to say it is useless ; God has his own rea- 
" sons •.*' This writer might be certain of the fact, if 
any historical fact whatever can be made^ certain. 

But to return an answer to his cavils. *' Cutting off 
** the foreskin," he says, " carries pain and hazard.'' Not 
much, I presume, if performed upon iniants especially, 
eight days old ; not more perhaps than the cutting the 

• Bnylc's MiscrlUn. Rcflcrt. on a Comet, vol. iLp. 451. 
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navel-string. As to the hazard^ let him give us a list, 
when he is at leisure, of such as have died under the 
operation ^ 'God makes nothing so *' in vain," that na- 
ture should " require the cutting it oflF." Very well : and 
who pretends that nature requires any such operation ? 
What we say is, that the God of nature required it extra^ 
ordinarily^ for many and great reasons, as things then 
stood ; which reasons have since ceased, and so the law 
has been abrogated by the same authority that gave it. 
But a <^ good and gracious God," he says, ^' makes no- 
^' thing in vain." A ridiculous argument t For it was not 
made in vain^ were it made only for that very purpose, 
that there might be something to spare, something to cut 
off, as occasion should require, whenever God should in- 
tend to distinguish ^ne people from another. In ordinary 
cases, it might be left entire, and better so than other- 
wise : in extraordinary, it might be cut off without any 
considerable pain or detriment, while many religious uses 
might be served by the practice, performed in obedience 
to Divine appointment. When the Objector has any thing 
less trifling to urge, he may again try his strength against 
Scripture : but he will always find, that his strength in 
this case is weakness ; and that any much greater wisdom 
than his would still be but foolishness^ when opposed to 
the unerring wisdom of God. 

Gen. XX. 17. 

So Abraham pratbd cnto God, and God 
HEALBD Abimblech, &c. The civil reflection here 
made by the Objector is as follows u. '^ ^bimelech, 
*' who upon both Abraham's and Sarah's lying to him, 
'^ took Sarah, as the Lord himself owns, in the integrity 
'^ of his heart ^ : and though he sent her back untouched, 

and gave considerable presents both to wife and hus- 



l€ 



' See thiit point defended against the cavils .of a Letter Writer, in a piece 
entitled, An Answer to the Letter to Dr. Waterland, in relation to the Ptoint 
ofC3rcamcirion. Printed for J. Oownfield^ 1731. 

" Christianity as Old^ &c p. 329. * Gen. sx. 6. 
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^' band ; yet neither he nor his were to be pardoned, till 
'* Abraham, (the offended person,) being a prophet, was 
" to pray for him." It is hard to say, whether the ini- 
quity or the profaneness of this paragraph be the greatest. 
In the first place, the charging Abraham and Sarah with 
a lie is petulant and abusive, and is committing the ikult 
which he condemns : see above. Next, his flouting God 
Almighty for ordering Abimelech to beg Abraham's 
prayers, is shooting up his arrows against Heaven, to fall 
with vengeance upon his own head. A modest opposition 
to Divine revelation, in cases of real difficulty, might be 
in some measure excusable ; but a malicious opposition, 
where there is not so much as colour for any objection at 
all, is unpardonable; it shows more of a disposition to 
revile or blaspheme, than to argue or debate ; and upon 
the whole betrays a very dark mind. But to the matter 
in hand. What does the Lord himself own^ in respect to 
Abimelech's integrity? Abimelech pleaded his integrity 
as to Sarah's being a married woman, and God admitted 
his plea so far. But though Abimelech did not know 
she was Abraham's wife, yet certainly he knew that she 
was not his o^n wife, and that he had no right to take 
her against her consent, and without leave of her friends. 
He sinned against the eighth Commandment by unjust 
seizure, though not against the seventh, by intending 
adultery^ And he was not altogether innocent even as 
to that, because though he meant no aduliery, yet he 
intended cither fonucation or rape^ and would certainly 
have gone on with his lewd intentions, had not God wiih*' 
held himTt Whatever this writer may think of titcon/t- 
nence with a single woman^ wiser men will judge it a sin 
against the law of nature, and more so, when attended 
with violence. Abimelech therefore was not so innocent 
as this gentleman imagines, but stood in need both of 
God's pardon and Abraham's prayers. Grod insisted the 
more upon his applying to Abraham, because of the in- 

r Gen. zx. 6. 
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jury he had intended him, though not the greatest; and 
for the sake of doing honour to his Prophet in a strange 
country, and to provide most effectually for his future 
peace and security there, both with prince and people. 

Gen, XXI. la. 

And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be 
oeibtous in tht sight, because op the lad, 
and b^ecause of tht bond-woman; in all that 
Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto 
HER voice. For in Isaac shall tht seed bb 
CALLED. Here the infidel says ' ; ** This holy Prophet 
«< was guilty of a very barbarous action, in sending out 
<< Hagar, whom Sarah had given him to wife, and his 
*^ son Ishmael, to perish in the wilderness ; for no other 
*' reason, but because Sarah had seen the son of Hagar 
'< mocking. And it is likely they had both perished, had 
'^ not an angel, calling out of heaven, directed him to a 
<' well of water.r-But in this last domestic quarrel, God 
** himself miraculously interposes, and says, in all 
<< THAT Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken 
« unto her voice." The Objector is so eager to 
write blasphemy, that he forgets to write sense* Bar* 
banmSf and by Divine command too ! How is it possible ? 
The sacred historian, it must be owned, has observed 
both decorum and consistency, and has guarded effectually 
against every thing but calumny. The Objector, in order 
to form his accusation, sets out with a falsehood, that 
Abraham did the thing for ^^ no other reason, but because 
'^ Sarah had seen the lad mocking ;" and yet he observes 
fai the close, that God himself interposed, and commanded 
Abraham to do it. Is a Divine command, and backed 
with a reason too, (for in Isaac shall tht seed 
BE called,) is all that no reason at all ? And if God, 
who is all-sufficient, and can supply all wants, (and did 
abundantly supply them in the case of Hagar and Ish- 

• ChristUnity m Old, &c p. 339. 
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mael ;) I say, if God commanded them to be sent out 
naked and destitute, thereby taking the care of them 
upon himself; could it be barbarous in Abraham to com- 
mit them, in such a case, to Divine Providence ; that is, 
to much abler and better hands than his own ? Let the 
story be taken as Moses has told it, with all its circum^ 
stances, and then let the Objector find any flaw in it, if he 
can. But is this his way of treating a subject of the last 
imporlancSf to sit down and invent any false accusation 
whatever against Scripture, because he cannot find matter 
for a true one ? This, again, is the man that boasts /)f his 
sincerity. I do not think it necessary to enter farther into 
the case of Hagar and Ishmael, in order to show that 
their circumstances were not so very calamitous, in them- 
selves considered; because I have said enough to clear 
Abraham of the charge here made. But if the reader 
desires a more particular account of their circumstances, 
he may see it ingeniously drawn out at length, by a very 
good writer, in a work just come to my hands ^. 

Gen. XXII. jo. 
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, 

AND TOOK THE KNIFB TO SLAY HIS SON. The Ob- 

jector* after first taking a deal of trifling pains to prove 
(what is impossible) that the Levitical law approved and 
countenanced human sacrifices, comes at length to the 
famous case of Abraham's submitting to the Divine com- 
mand, which had enjoined him to offer up his son Isaac 
for a bumt-ofiering. Upon this case, the Objector thus 
expresses himself: " ^The Jews could not think it abso- 
^ lutely unlawful for a father to sacrifice an innocent 
*^ childf since Abraham was highly extolled for being 
<' ready to sacrifice his only son ; and that too without 
<^ the least expostulation, though he was importunate 
^' with God to save an inhospitable, idolatrous, and in- 



• Sbackford'8 Sacred and Profane Hist toI. ii. p. 16, &c. 
^ Christianity as 01d» &c. p. 97. 
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" cc»tuou8 city." It may first be observed, that the 
whole thought is stolen from a noble « writer, and with- 
out notice, as before. The words, as they lie there, run 
thus : " It appears, that even the elder of these Hebrew 
" princes was under no extreme surprise on this trying 
*' revelation. Nor did he think of expostulating, in the 
^ least, on this occasion ; when at another time he could 
** be so importunate for the pardon of an inhospitable, 
*^ murderous, impious, and incestuous city." Gen. xviii. 

as- 
The reader will take notice here, that that noble writer 

had chosen proper epithets for the city of Sodom, two of 
which his retailer also has taken, inkospitable and incest- 
uous : but he has left out murderous and impious^ and sub- 
stituted idolatrous ; an epithet which there is no founda- 
tion for in the Scripture story, and therefore not made 
use of by that noble lord. There seems to be something 
of low cunning in our writer's clapping in idolatrous : for 
undoubtedly he would have it thought, that all wicked- 
ness is owing to idolatry or superstition, and that to 
^ priests ; and he would not have it supposed, that men 
can be wicked who are impious only, and have no external 
religion at all : for what then becomes of his sovereign 
law of nature, which would prevent or correct all dis- 
orders? He seems to suppose, that Sodom could never 
have been so inhospitable or incestuous^ if they had not 
had some religion or other, the parent of all mischief and 
the cause of all confusions. Such appears to be his turn 
of thinking and arguing quite through his bt>ok ; and 
therefore it is natural to suppose, that his own avowed 
principles led him to insert idolatrous, and to leave out 
impious. But why he dropped murderous, I cannot say ^ 
unless it was the better to cover his design in leaving out 
impiouSf that both' might appear to have been omitted by 
chance. However that be, come we next to consider the 



• Lord Shafteibory*! Charact. vol. iii. p. 124. 
' Chrittianity as Old, &c. p. 379. 
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case of Abraham's sacnfice, and to vindicate the same 
against the cavils both of this author and his leader, 

1. The Jews most certainly could not think it ordinarily 
lawful to sacrifice any innocent man, woman, or child; 
because the law had forbidden it, and had taken particular 
care that the first-born should not be sacrificed^ (though 
in a certain sense devoted or consecrated to God,) but 
should serve the ^ priests, or be redeemed. Of this I may 
say more hereafter, when I come to consider Levit. 
xxvii. 28. But whatever the ordinary rule might be, the 
Jews had more sense than to imagine it unlawful, or not 
their bounden duty, to sacrifice man, woman, or child, 
when God himself should expressly command or require 
it. For why should not God have as much right to de« 
mand the life of any, even the most innocent man, by a 
knife^ or a sword^ as by a fever or pestilence, by a lion or 
bear, or other instrument whatever ? And if a man be 
employed in it by God's express order, he is God's ex* 
ecutioner in doing it, and only pays a debt which God 
has at any time a sovereign power and right to demand 
of him ; though it be a son, or a daughter, or any the 
dearest friend* In short, the Divine command is a cir» 
cumstance which changes the very nature and quality of 
the act, which makes killing no murder ^ no iniquity, but 
duty, and strict justice. 

2. Abraham's readiness to do as God had conrananded 
him, without expostulating^ shows the excellency of his 
faith, and is a high commendation of his humility, mo- 
desty, resignation, and unreproveable integrity* When 
he expostulated in behalf of Sodom, he might handsomely 
do it, having no self*concem in it, more than as he was a 
lover of mankind. But to have expostulated in the case 
of his own son, in whom he had so near a concern, and 
who was his second self, if I may so speak; that would 
have been unworthy of Abraham's great soul and most 
exalted mind. He knew what respect, honour, and awful 

• Numb. xViii. 15, 16. 
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deference was due to the God of heaven, and would have 
disdained to let any narrow selfish principle interpose be- 
tween him and duty. He could plead for others ; such 
was bis large extensive charity : for himself he could not 
plead ; such was his modesty, ingenuity, and disinterested 
piety ^ He had been well acquainted with God, now for 
fifty years or more, and knew his manner of appearing, 
and manifesting himself to him. Being secure of the main 
thing, that the order was from God, (to whom he owed 
every thing, even that very son now demanded of him,) 
he readily submitted ; having never learned to dispute 
with unerring Wisdom, when required to obey. He was 
sensible that the offering up his son to God was no more 
than paying a debt, resigning up a trust, or returning 
a loan. Besides, he had good reason to believe he should 
shortly again receive him from God who had before given 
him, and who had promised that in Isaac should his 
''seed be called." Excellent is the account of Bishop 
Cumberland; which, because it is not in every one's 
hands, I shall here transcribe. 

'' This faith concerning his resurrection, in case he had 
'' been offered, was the true cause of his readiness to 
" obey that command, as we are assured by the Apostles : 
'' on which account also he shows, that a Christian's 
'' faith is like Abraham's, and in like' manner to be re- 
'' warded ; because they believe on God, as one who 
'' raised their Lord Christ from the ^ dead. 

'' This makes his case, even if he had actually slain his 
'' son as a sacrifice, (being before assured that he must 
'' shortly be raised again, and have a great family, which 

' It may be ftulfaer said, that Abraham interceded for the Sodomites as 
objects of God*8 wratii, who would suffer by death ; but not for his son, as 
being the olgect of Divine love, and certain to be a gainer by it The former 
were demanded for pnmshment, which wanted an intercessor : the latter, for 
an occasion of fortfaer manifestation of Divine goodness, which called for 
compliance^ and not for intercession. A curse was the end of one, and a 
blessing the end of the other. 

( Heb. xi. 17, 19. Rom. W. 17, 18. ^ Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. 
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** within 400 years should come out of Egypt* and possess 
" Canaan,) to be unlike ail the heathen murdering of 
" children in sacrifice, when they have no hope that they 
'^ shall be restored to them by a speedy resurrection : for 
*^ if Isaac bad then died, his death must have been a sleep 
** for a short time, because he must quickly be awaken- 
'^ ed, to be the father of many nations, the Edomites as 
'^ well as the Israelites; besides the Christians, who were 
'^ to be his children by imitation of his virtues. 

*' Christ alone could thus offer his human nature, be- 
« cause he had full assurance of his resurrection on the 
** third day. And this is the only sacrifice of a man (who 
" yet never saw corruption) which God ever accepted. 
*^ And yet even in that case, above the piety that was 
** called for in Abraham's case, there was an extraordi- 
^' nary expiation for the sins of all mankind, and a great 
" example both of martyrdom for the true religion, and 
** of the greatest love to the universal Church. So care" 
**ful hath God been to give no example or encouragement 
** to mch inhuman sacrifices^ in which there is no ground to 
•* expect a miraculous resurrection of the person offered K" 
Thus far that judicious and learned Prelate. 

I need not here enter into the dispute, whether the bar- 
barous custom of offering human sacrifices was earlier 
than Abraham, or whether it was afterwards taken up. in 
imitation of this instance of Abraham's offering up (though 
not slaying) his son Isaac. It might be earlier, without 
derogating at all from the worth and excellency of what 
Abraham did; since he acted upon better warrant, and 
more rational and much nobler principles, than those in- 
human sacrificers did : or it might be later, and yet not 
taken up in imitation of Abraham, or with any view at 
all to his illustrious pattern; which the Pagan sacrificers 
either knew little of, or very carelessly observed. I must 
own, I incline to think, that that barbarous custom was 

> Cumb. Sancboniatho, p. 139, 140. 
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earlier than Abraham ; as Sir John Marsham and Shar- 
rock^ have suggested, and Bishop Cumberland^ has ra- 
tionally maintained : though the stream of learned men, 
as Dr. Hyde™, Natalis Alexander », Bochart®, Heideg- 
ger P, Witsius<i, and Bishop Patrick', have taken the 
other side of the question; and Mr. Shuckford' now 
lately, for reasons which are not contemptible, have fallen 
in with them. Mr. Bedford, I observe, in his very learn* 
ed and elaborate ^ work, acquiesces in Bishop Cumber- 
land's account, adding some improvements of his own. 
And to this account, for the present at least, I am will- 
ing to subscribe : First, Because the other opinion seems 
to load the example of Abraham beyoftd what it can well 
bear; especially considering that he did not slay his son, 
and that the stopping him by an angel from heaven, in 
the very article of time, was a much better argument 
against human sacrifices than a probative command, not 
executed, could be for it. Secondly, Because it seems to 
reflect too hardly upon Divine wisdom and forecast, to 
suppose that God himself was the occasion of introducing 
that barbarous practice, by an indifferent private com- 
mand, proper to a single person; and which, for any 
thing that appears, might have been spared, rather than 
minister to so much mischief. Thirdly, Because it ap- 
pears more likely, that God designed by that very in 
stance to discourage and discountenance human sacrifices, 
though at the same time he intended to show, that he re- 
quires all men to be strictly obedient to his commands. 



k Manham'i Can* Chroiik. p. 7S. edit Loud. Sharrock de Fin. et Offic. 
p. 497. 
1 Cnniberlaad'i Sanchoniadio, p. 134, &c. 170. 
- Hyde's Rel. yet Pers.^. ii. p. 29. 

• Natal. Alex. toI. i. p. 232, &c. 

• Bochait'8 Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 2. p. 712. 

y Hcidegger'a HistM'. Patr. torn. ii. ezerc. 9. 

« WitBii ^gyptiaca, lib. iiL c. 7. 

' Patrick in k>c. 

■ Sfaiidclord,yo]. n. p. 24. 

• Bedford's Scripture Gironology, p. 33S. 
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and to prefer him above any the nearest and dearest re- 
lations u. Fourthly, Because it is most probable that the 
Gentiles, having learned by tradition irom Noah or from 
Adam, that the sacrifice of the life of a beast would atone 
for sins, might too hastily infer from thence, that the sa* 
crificing the lives of men, as more valuable and precious 
than the other, would much more do it ; and thereupon 
they grafted the practice of human sacrifices : and hence 
arose that vile custom, set on perhaps also and encou- 
raged by demons. 

Upon the wholci whatever side we take in this ques- 
tion, infidels can make no just advantage of it. For it 
can never be proved, either from this instance, or from 
any other example or rule in Scripture, that the God of 
Israel approved those cruel practices of offering up hun^aa 
blood in sacrifice to him. 

I have now run through all the Objector's cavils or ca-i 
lumnies against Abraham, a man of the fairest and bright^ 
est character to be met with in all history, and therefore 
made the object of our writer's spleeti and satire. But 
he might better throw dirt any where than here, where 
none will stick. He might more prudently have been 
contented with his stale, but much more plausible, ca^ 
lumnies upon priests in general^ or Christian clergy in 
particular. But when he aims his scurrilities at Abra- 
ham, the friend of God, and through him at the God of 
Abraham too, he betrays his thoughtlessness and wailt 
of discretion. Abraham, from the time of hks call, (A. M< 
2083.) became the great restorer and reviver both of na- 
tural and revealed religion to a corrupt world. By his 
sons, Isaac and Ishmael, and six more, and by his nephew 
Lot, he spread religion and virtue wide and far, their de- 
scendants being numerous as the stars of heaven, and 
growing up into many and great nations. When our 
Objector speaks of the world's being left without revela- 
tion for four thousand years*, he knows not what he 

* See Cumberland's Sancboniatho, p. 141. 

* Christianity as Old, &c. p. 375. 
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talks of: he seems to have forgot what was done in the 
first ages of the world, when the revealed will of God 
was made known to all mankind y ; or what was done, 
after the flood, to Noah and his sons; and what four hun- 
dred and twenty-seven years after to Abraham ; and how 
bis descendants carried the knowledge of the true religion 
wide and far, which continued for a time ; and how the 
Jews afterwards, by their numberless dispersions, were a 
kind of preachers of righteousness to as many as they 
came to. God has neither concealed himself entirely 
from mankind, nor made his manifestations too cheap 
and familiar ; but he has observed a medium between the 
two extremes, such as was proper, and which infinite 
wisdom could best judge oR I just hint these things by 
the way, as they occurred to me upon the mention of 
Abraham. I shall only observe farther, that Abraham's 
fttme reached much farther than the Jewish Scriptures 
reached, among the Gentiles, among the Arabians espe- 
cially, his descendants: and there are some remains of 
his religion and memory among the Persians at this day'. 
Our caviller's singling out that great and good man for the 
object of his scorn and ridicule is no argument of his 
taste, or of his love to virtue, or of his benevolence to man- 
kind. 

Gbn. XXVII. 19. 
And Jacob said unto his Father, I am Esau 

THT FIRSTBORN, &C. 

The Objector says, (p. aS^.) " There are things either 
<< commanded or approved of in Scripture, which might 
'' be apt to lead men astray. A man who looks no fur- 
<< ther than that, might think it no crime to cheat his el- 
** der brother, impose on his aged parent, and by a lie ob- 
** tain his blessing ; nay, hope that God would confirm it, 
<' when he sees how Jacob obtained the greatest blessing 

y See Jenkins's Reasonableness, &c. vol. i. p. 46, &c. 
> See Hfde's Relig. vet Peraar. cap. ii. iil. Fabricii Cod. Pseudepigr. V. T. 
in Abraham. 
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*' from God/' Hie colours are here laid too strong, and 
the invective against Jacob (and the God of Jacob) push- 
ed too far, beyond all rules of decency and equity. In 
the first place^ Jacob was not so much to blame in that 
afiair as the objection represents. In the next place, sup- 
posing Jacob to have been ever so much to blame, it 
ought not to be suggested, that the unjustifiable part of 
his conduct was either ** commanded or approved of in 
*' Scripture ;" for Scripture says no such thing, neither 
can any such consequence be justly drawn from the Scrip- 
ture account* The facts are there related, without either 
approbation or censure : and God made use of that con- 
duct of Jacob's (be it supposed right or wrong) to very 
good and great purposes, by his overruling providence. 
Divine wisdom often makes use of the sins and follies of 
men to wise and excellent ends, bringing good out of evil. 
. In the meanwhile, we are never to take our measures of 
good and evil merely from Scripture examples ; because 
one design of Scripture is to serve the purposes of humi- 
lity and watchfulnesSy by recording human frailties. The 
law of God is the rule, not the examples of mere men. 
When any one draws false consequences from Scripture 
examples, the fault is not in the Scripture, but in the man 
that draws them. If Scripture must be charged and im- 
peached as often as men reason ill from it, then may also 
the first principles of natural religion, or any thing else 
whatever, be in like manner impeached, because foolish 
or partial men may wrest and pervert it to ill purposes. 
If there be any thing in the argument, it points directly 
against the use of reason ; as reason is liable to abuse, and 
human faculties are. imperfect or depraved. A man that 
has the light of Scripture and of reason too, is undoubt- 
edly more secure against error in such cases, than he that 
has the light of reason only. For Scripture leaves reason 
all the strength and force it had, whole and entire, with- 
out the least diminution; never crosses upon it, never 
clashes with it : but as it fiimishes reason with fresh no- 
tices and clearer views of the whole case, it is assistant 
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to it for the forming a more exact and correct judgment. 
Both together therefore are as much better than either 
singly^ as the whole is larger than a part. Particularly 
as io fraud and lyingf and whatever else is akin to them, 
Scripture is clearer and more express against them, than the 
law of nature is ; and besides carries more authority along 
with it^ and binds us to obedience by the strongest and 
most engaging sanctions. It is a weak thing therefore 
to argue for the throwing off Scripture, for fear the ex- 
ample, suppose of Jacob, should lead any man astray: 
for the Scripture rule is the best preservative against it, 
being indeed stricter, stronger, and clearer, than the mere 
law of nature appears to be. 

To return to Jacob's case : I do not know indeed whe- 
ther it be justifiable in every particular, upon strict Scrip- 
ture principles : I suspect that it is not. But upon the 
looser principles of mere natural religion, (if the Objector 
is any judge of them,) perhaps it may bear. For however 
rigid a casuist the Objector seems to be when he has any 
good man to blacken, or any flout to throw upon God, 
he can be milder at other times, when his malice or his 
memory happens to sleep ; as may appear from the apo- 
logy he makes for lying and falsehood on some special 
occasions. His words are, '^ ^ Friendship will sometimes 
" oblige men to deceive people, when it manifestly tends 
•* to their good, and none are prejudiced by it : and all 
" practise it with reTation to children, sick people, and 
'' men in passion. — And if men (as none scruple it) may 
" bid their servants say, they are not at home, and do 5^- 
** veral other things of this nature ; why may they not, 
** when silence will be interpreted to their prejudice, de- 
'< ceive impertinent people in such matters where they 
" have no concern?'* Thus far the Objector could plead 
for officious lying, when he did not think of Jacob, but 
was contriving some easy principles for himself and his 
own fraternity. By the same principles it will not be 

> Chriitiuiity as CM, &c. p. 347. 
F4 
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difficult to defend the good Patriarch Jacob, who ought 
at least to have been commended by the Objector, for 
acting so agreeably to nature* s law. Let us try the expe- 
riment. 

1. In the first place, it was a part oi friendship to de- 
ceive the good old man, who was going to do a urong 
thing. It^was deceiving him into what was right; and 
what himself owned to be so in the conclusion^. The 
truth IS, God had determined long before, (before the 
birth of the twin-brothers,) that the blessing should rest 
upon the head of Jacob ^: and he had given some very 
particular and significant intimations of it. Rebecca ob- 
served and remembered them ; and therefore judged it 
strange that her husband Isaac could have a thought of 
giving the blessing at length to Esau, agsunst the plain 
direction of God. fiut the good man's love and tender- 
ness for his eldest son Esau blinded him for a time, and 
was like to betray him into a very gross mistake. In 
these circumstances, Rebecca having set her heart upon 
the blessing, and grieved to see what Isaac was going to 
do, in prejudice to his son Jacob, and in contradiction to 
the will of God ; I say, Rebecca, in that case, thought of 
a wile, and by the help of officious lies, diverted Isaac 
from evil, and directed him to good. In a word, her 

friendship towards her husband obliged her to deceive him, 
when it manifestly tended to his good, according to the 
rule of reason laid down by the Objector. 

2. The only remaining thing to be proved is, that 
** none were prejudiced by it." By prejudiced^ I suppose, 
the Objector means, prejudiced in their rights, that is, w- 

jured. Now there can be no pretence of any person be- 
ing injured in this whole transaction, except it was Esau. 
But it is demonstration that he had no injury done him. 
For, not to mention that he had sold his birthright, and 
bound himself by solemn oath^ to insist no more upon it. 



• Gen. xxvii. 33. ^ Sec Gen. xxt. 23. 

« Gen. XXV. 33. Hcb. xii. 16. 
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it is further plain all along from the history, that God de- 
signed the blessing for Jacob ; and so it was invading Ja- 
cob's right for any one else to pretend to it. Esau was 
indeed the injurious ravisher, who against the will of God 
before declared, against his own sacred promise, and more 
sacred oath, feloniously endeavoured to defraud his bro- 
ther, and to steal away the blessing from him. Upon 
the whole, it is evident, that Isaac, in that" case, was de- 
ceived for his goodf and that no one was prejudiced by it, 
but many excellent purposes were served in it. There- 
fore by the law of nature (as interpreted by the Objector) 
Jacob was entirely guiltless : and so this Scripture exam- 
ple is not more liable to lead us astray, than the law of 
nature is : which was to be proved. 

Nevertheless, I must entreat my readers to observe, 
that I do not take upon me to acquit Jacob or Rebecca 
of all blame in that instance. There were several very 
good and laudable circumstances in what they did, which 
might move a merciful God to ^ve a blessing to it; 
though it might not be strictly right in every circum- 
stance, if rigorously examined by the measures of the 
sanctuary. Scripture casuistry is not altogether so mild 
and favourable as the casuistry of this gentleman. But it 
was a weak thing of him to charge Scripture as not strict 
enough, when his own law of nature is looser ; and to 
fall so foul upon Jacob, for doing what he not only law- 
fully might do, but ought to have done, if there be any 
truth in this writer's doctrine concerning officious lies. If 
any one has a mind to see this case of Jacob more mi- 
nutely discussed upon Christian principles, I refer him to 
a judicious author ^ in the margin. It is sufficient for 
my purpose to have observed, that, taking the thing ei- 
ther way. Scripture stands clear of all impeachment in 
that article ; and that the charge which the Objector has 
drawn up against it recoils entirely upon that law ofna^ 

* Heidegger. Histor. PatriarclK tom. ii. exerdt. 14. p. 400, &c. Confer 
PfeiflTer, p. 164. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 GENESIS XXXVIIL 13, 

ture which he is recommending as a better rule than Scrips 
iurfi to go by. 

Gen. XXXVIIL 13, &c. 
Upon the history of Judah and Tamar, as related in 
this chapter^ the Objector has this remark : " We are to 
<< use our reason in judging of the actions of the most ce- 
** lebrated persons of old : else, to give no other instances 
*^ than the transactions between Judah and Tamar, we 
** might approve her stratagem in getting to lie Math her 
•* father-in-law «.** No doubt but " we are to use our 
♦* reason" in every thing 2 It was given for our use. And 
it will be a heavy article of condenmation upon this gen- 
tleman, that when he sits upon Scripture^ be lays his rea^ 
son aside as uselesSy following only the corrupt bias of his 
lusts, malice, or profane levity; throwing out petulant 
scoiTs, raillery, and buflbonery, instead of arguments* One 
can scarce think him in earnest, when he charges Scrip- 
ture with giving countenance to Tamar's stratagem. If 
he really thought that Scripture had approved such im- 
purities, it would very probably have had fairer quarter at 
his hands. I am much mistaken if it be not, in his ac- 
count, one of the greatest offences which Scripture car- 
ries with it, that it is too pure and chaste, and gives no 
manner of countenance to lewd stratagems. This makes 
him take refuge in his pretended Zffu/ o/'TUZ/ttre; which, 
according to him, forbids not *^ incontinence in single per- 
<< sons V' but which teaches that ^' that warm desire which 
<^ is implanted. in human nature cannot be criminal when 
« pursued after such a manner as tends most to promote 
*^ the happiness of the parties," (he does not say, happi- 
ness of the public,) ** and to propagate and preserve the 
^' species S;" and which teaches also, that *' provided due 
*^ care be taken to continue the race of mankind, there is 
'^ no nfioral turpitude in any unnatural lusts whatever:*' 



• Oirittiaiutjr m Old, &c. p. 276. ' Jbid. p. 1 19. 

t n>id. p. 345. 
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which is plainly the doctrine of the famous Author of the 
Rights ^y and, I suppose, upon the foot of his law of na- 
iure. Such loose casuists as these can never seriously 
condemn lewd stratagems. But Scripture does it, and 
under pain of helUfirey as every man knows that knows 
Scripture; and therefore it can be nothing but grave 
banter in the Objector to charge Scripture as too loose 
upon this head. But let us hear how he enforces his 
plea, to make it look like reasoning. Speaking of Judah, 
he says ; ** For though before he knew himself to be the 
** roan, he was resolved to bum her ;" yet after, he cried, 

*< SHB HAS BBBN MORS RIOHTBOUS THAN I. Aud 

'^ for this righteousness she was blessed with two twins, 
*< from whom the noble house of Judah, with all its 
'^ kings, and the Messiah himself was descended^'' Pass- 
ing over the buffoonery and profane turn of this para- 
graph, let us only examine the author's acuteness or ho- 
nesty in saying, << for this righteousness she was blessed 
" with twins." 

Does Scripture say any thing of Tamar's righteausness 
in playing the harlot; or of her being blessed for it? Not 
a syllable. Perhaps the Author of the Rights could have 
written her panegyric, for her procuring tke existence of 
two immortal souls at any rate. He might have deem^ 
it great righteousness in her ; as he might think it a crime 
next to self-murdery in such a case, to abstain. But Scrip- 
ture knows no such doctrine, nor would ever have reck- 



k See tlie Aatlior of the Rights, &c. p. 264. His words at length are, 

** llie desire of propagating the species being by IMyine wisdom the most 
" strongly implanted in man, next to that of his own preservation, abstain- 
'* ing from it must be such a crime as is exceeded only by refusing to pre- 
" serve one's own being ; and on some considerations greater ; since this 
** prevents the existence of an immortal soul, that only dissolves the union 
'* between it and the body : and both equally would, with a few years differ- 
** ence only, put an end to the race of mankind ; the cnfy reasons of the mo- 
" ral turpitude of unnatural lusts." 

Qu. Whether he means that celibacy is the next greatest crime to self- 
murder, or only amimenee in cettbacp ? 

* Christianity as Old, &c. p. 279. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 GENESIS XXXVIII. 13. 

oned Tamar among the righteous^ upon any such lewd ac- 
count. Tamar indeed had kept her ffiUh with Judah for 
a considerable time, living long a widow in expectation of 
being married (as she ought to have been) to his son 
Shelah. In that respect, Tamar had been more righteous 
and faithful towards Judah, than Judah had been to her. 
But it is not neoessary to say, that she was strictly rights 
eous at all, but that she was less to blame than Judah in a 
certain respect. For when Judah said, shb hath bbsn 
MORB RIOHTBOUS THAN I, he intended not to com- 
mend himself as righteous at all, but to signify in other 
words, that he had been more to blame in that matter 
than she, as having defrauded her of Shelah, who of right 
belonged to her, and ought to have married her. A frank 
and ingefhuous confession from Judah, wherein he show- 
ed himself so far an impartial judge, and a considerate 
man. Hereupon he acquitted her, revoking the sentence 
he had pronounced against her. And now, what is there 
iii the whole story of that affair, that can give the least 
countenance or colour to the Objector's calumnies ^ ? 

I shall here take leave of him for this time, having run 
through all the texts of Genesis. The rest, that are to 
come, are much thinner spread ; so that two parts more 
may take in all the texts of the Old Testament ; unless 
the Objector's second part should appear in the mean- 
while, and furnish us with new cavils upon other texts. 
It will be easy enough for him to do it, requiring neither 
wit, nor judgment , nor learning, nor any thing but dull 
malice, and want of better employ. What he means by 
thus endeavouring to propagate irreligion, he best knows. 
One would think, if infidelity were a thing so valuable 
and pleasurable, he might most prudently confine it among 
a few select friends : for it is demonstration, that the iar*^ 
ther it spreads, the less it is worth to them, if it be really 
worth any thing. If licentiousness once goes round, all 
the satisfaction it aims at is entirely lost, and expires in 

4 •» Compnre St Austin contr. Faust, lib. xxii. p. 396, &c. 
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confiision: for where all have much more liberty than 
they ought to have, it is certain none can have any. It is 
as much the interest of a set of infidels^ that the rest of 
the world should be believers, as it is the interest of any 
select number of knaves, that all the world besides should 
be honest. Why then this overabundant zeal to publish 
infidel systems, and to diffuse licentiousness all over the 
kingdom? The case I take to be this: when men are 
stung with guilty and are conscious of their own shame, 
they are uneasy under it, and much afflicted by it : it lies 
as a load upon their thoughts, and they cannot forbear 
talking of it, and trying all possible ways to bear up 
against it. It is a kind of relief to them to have some* 
thing to say in all companies to confront religion, (the 
thing that galls them,) and something to write also, if 
they chance to have any smattering in letters. It is not 
enough for them to enjoy their beloved vices by them- 
selves; they want some approbation, countenance, and 
encouragement from others, to render their vices more 
delectable, and to support themselves against their guilty 
doubts, fears, and mis^vings. They are not fully per- 
suaded in their own minds, of what they would persuade 
others to: for if they were, they might be content with 
it, and silently repose and rest themselves upon jt. fiut 
their inward uneasiness prompts them to be saying some- 
thing, however silly and trifling ; and so at the same time 
that they are defending infidelity, they sufficiently disco- 
ver that they are not satisfied with it, nor can ever enjoy 
it with any true peace. In a word, they are " like the 
" troubled sea, when it cannot rest," through the con- 
sciousness they have of their detestable principles and 
practices : and then what wonder is it, if they perpetually 
<< cast up mire and dirt ?'' 
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EXODUS. 



Jtl AVING concluded my First Part with Genesis, I have 
nothing now to do but to go on directly to Exodus. 
There has indeed appeared a pamphlet called a Second 
Address, which pretends to make some exceptions to 
what I had written upon the former texts : but the per- 
formance is so low, that my readers would not excuse my 
stopping one moment about it. The author, I perceive, 
had exhausted himself in his great work, and it is but very 
little reinforcement we are to expect from him. He has 
shown that he can rail, which nobody doubted of; and 
so he might as well have spared himself this new trouble. 
He shall say what he pleases, for the present, of the Vin- 
dicator. I have Apostles, Prophets, and holy Patriarchs 
to defend, in the first place, against his unrighteous- accu* 
sations. 

So, with God's assistance, I proceed to the work I had 
undertaken, to maintiun the authority and purity of the 
word of God against the foolish imaginations of perverse 
men. 

ExoD. n. 12. 
He slbw thb Egyptian, and hid him in thb 

SAND. 

The Objector « has a flmg at Moses, for slaying the 
Egyptian (as he conceives) without sufficient warrant or 
authority. But it will be proper to let the reader know, 
how this gentleman introduces his censure upon that ser- 

• Christianity as Old, &c. p. 269. 
VOL. VI. G 
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vant oF God. He insinuates in the page before ^, that a 
spirit of cruelty (though he, out of his great modesty, 
** dares not call it so") had prevailed much under the Old 
Testament : and he brings in the Prophet Elias as an ex- 
ample of it. Then he proceeds as follows : 

" And if it be contrary to the spirit of the Gospel, even 
" to wish to imitate that great Prophet, so favoured of 
*^ God ; the same will hold as strongly in relation to all 
^' the actions that are of a like nature, of other holy men, 
" though quoted Vfiih approbation in the New Testa- 
*^ ment: as Moses is for acting the part of a magistrate, 
^^ when a private man, in destroying his feUow-subject. 
*^ And if there is a contrast between the ^irit of the Old 
'^ and the Srpirit of the New Testament, ovig^t not iK'e 
^^ Christians to stick to the latter ? &c." 

What ** we Christians" ought to do, is very well under- 
stood by honest and sensible Christians, who want none 
of his insic&>us instructions or abusive admomtiocis. Old 
Testament precedents (which he here alludes to) may be 
as safely followed as any in the New, if they be really 
and strictly precedents; that is, if the cases be similar, 
and the circumstances parallel. But without ihat, they 
are no precedents- As to the formal tale he tells of a 
contrast, or contrariety, between the spirit of the Old, 
and the spirit of the New Testament, it is (in the sense 
he takes it) mere invention and ronance. That good and 
g^^eat P^-aphet ^ias did no more than was proper for a 
man so *^ favoured of God" to do in his circumstances : 
yea, what he did was God's.doing, the same God both of 
Old Testament and New, and the same spirit. Elias did 
nothii^g contrary to the spirit of 4he Grospel, nor with any 
other spirit than St. Paul acted by, ^ when he struck Ely- 
mas the sorcerer with blindness; or St. Pet^, <^when he 
denounced present death upon Ananias and Sajppbira* 
'What the Objector builds upon is nothing but a misin- 

^ Christianity as Old, &c. p. 268. * Acts xiii. 1 1 . 

* Acts V. 5. 
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terpretation of Ld&e ix. 55, 56. which shall be difttlncdy 
considered an its place : to examine it now would lead us 
too &r from die business in hand. 

However that Qiatter stands, the Objector shows no 
acuteness in bringing in the instance of Moses, to make 
out his pretended contrast between the Old and New Tes- 
tament. He should have found out some express appro- 
bation of that aet of Moses in the Old Testament^ and 
tben have confronted it by something in the NeWf in 
order to show the contrast. But instead of this, he oites 
a precedent of the Old Tesument, **<|uoted" (as he owns) 
'^ with approbation in the New ;" there it seems is the 
contrast between Old and NeWy that both agr^e in the 
self-same thing, one in netting the precedent, the other 
in approving it ; which shows that the spirit of both is 
one. 

But, I suppose, the sly inatnuation which he chiefly 
aims at (though he has committed a blunder in thus 
bringing it in) is, that the New Testament, at which he 
strikes all the while he is commending the spurit oi it, 
has approved something which he conceives to be wrongs 
has approved a private man's acting the part of a magh" 
iraie^ in destroying a fellow-subject. But if that be his 
drift, he is very easily defeated in that point also. For 
since that act of Moses is approved in the New Testa- 
menty by St Stephen speaking by the Spirit of God, we 
may be confident that Moses had a Divine direction for 
what he did. That circumstance was omitted in the his- 
tory of Exodits : but the same Spirit of God, speaking in 
St. Stephen, has since supplied it, and has thereby justi- 
fied what Moses did. Seeing then that St. Stephen's 
words do amount to an approbation of that act of Moses, 
(as the Objeclor himself allows,) the rest lies in a very 
fiufe compass, and admits of a short decision. It is only 
this : whether St. Stephen " full of the Holy Ghost," or 
this gentleman full of himself and his own imaginations, 
be most likely to pass a true judgment upon the case. 
It cannot be here pretended, that the nature of the thing 

o a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 EXODUS III. i8. 

was such as no Divine warrant could justify. God has 
an indisputable power and right over the lives of all men : 
and so if Moses acted by Divine warrant, he had as clear 
a right as any magistrate could claim, and he needed no 
other, because he could have no higher authority. 

EXOD. III. i8. 

— AND TOU SHALL SAY UNTO HIM, (Pharaoh,) ThE 

Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us: 

AND NOW let us GO (WE BESEECH THEE) THREE 
DAYS* JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS, THAT WE 
MAY SACRIFICE TO THE LoRD OUR GoD. 

This precedent, among others, appears to our Objector 
very surprising^: and why? For some weighty reason, 
no doubt, as usual. He goes on. ^^ The Lord, though 
^* he told Moses and the elders of Israel his real design 
*^ of brining his people out of Egypt into the land of the 
'^ Canaanites, yet bids them say to the king of Egypt, 
" Let us oo three days' journey into the wil- 
^^ DERNESS ^," &c. A marvellous thing ! that the Lord 
should tell Moses and the elders of Israel his people, 
something more than was proper to be told again unto 
Pharaoh their avowed enemy. Let the reader observe 
how maliciously and disingenuously the Objector draws 
up his charge against the Lord, that he had told Moses 
his real design, as if what Moses was to tell to Pharaoh 
was not his real design also. Both were equally real: 
only Moses was not to discover the whole of God's real 
designs to Pharaoh, because it would have been highly 
improper and imprudent to do it. God was pleased to 
give Moses a good lesson of prudence : and how comes 
prudence, which has been commonly reckoned among the 
cardinal virtues by the Pagan moralists, to be here con- 
demned by our Objector, who professes himself 6 their 
devoted admirer ? 

• Christianity as Old, &c. p. 348. 

f Exod. til. 18. V, 3. 

t See Christianity as Old, &c p. 166, 167. 
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I know not whether it be material to take notice that 
this last objection I have been answering comes from the 
mouth of interlocutor B, the book being written in the 
way of dialogue between A and B, of which A is the 
principal man. I make no diSerence in respect to the 
speakers, because they are plainly both of one side ; 
though the author in his preface calls it '^ debating a sub- 
" ject/* and has the vanity to compare it with Tully's way 
of writing in the books De Natura Deorum, and De Divi- 
natione. But Tully's disputants always made it properly 
a debate, and represented the sense of the several con- 
tending parties to such advantage, that they could none 
of them complain they had not justice done them in the 
argument. The case is quite different in our author's 
lean performance. Here is scarce any debating the point 
at all ; but interlocutor B is all the way made obsequious 
to the other : either first, to grant something which none 
but a thoughtless man would grant, that A might have 
some ground to go upon ; as in page the third, one in- 
stance out of many. Or secondly, to produce some siUy 
objection, ill stated, or ill managed, ^at A might have 
the advantage of an easy and a pompous triumph, as in 
pages 35, 48, 275, 8cc. Or thirdly, to strike in with his 
pretended antagonist, debating on the same side, and car- 
rying on the same impertinence; as in pages 1x3, 266, 
329, 348, &c. Or lastly, to flatter and compliment A for 
his great performances, which no one else could find out : 
see pages 491, 43%. Such is the use and service of inter- 
locutor B to governor A, through the mock debate : and 
I have thought proper, once for aU, to give the reader 
some idea of the turn and composition of this dialogue, to 
justify my charging the author indifferently with what 
dther A or B speaks, since B's part is little else but to ' 
attend as a servitor or waiting-man to A. Cicero's man- 
ner it is called by a very strong figure, resembling it as 
much as an empty farce does the finest drama. But I 
pass on. 

^3 
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ExoD. XIL 35, 36* 

And they borrowed op the Egyptians jew- 
bl6 op silver, and Jewels op gold, and rai-*- 
ment: and the Lord gate the people fayoue 
in the sight of the egyptians, so that they 
lent unto them such things as they heaulr- 
ED. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

The Objector hereupon observes as follows : *» ** If men 
" flatter themselves, that they are true Israelites, and 
" those of a different religion mere Egyptians 5 will they 
" not be apt to imagine, when they see how the Israelites 
** spoiled the Egyptians by the command of God him- 
** self, who made them borrow what they were not to re- 
** pay, that this might be a good precedent for them ?" 
B answers, very facetiously : " I must own, that a cora- 
^* mand to lend, hoping for nothing again ', and a com- 
^* mand to borrow, ^ vnthout returning any thing again, 
" seem to be very different commands.*' This is tolera* 
bly modest and decent, in comparison of what the infidel 
throws out afterwards 1, upon the same subject, of a more 
direful and blasphemous strjun. *' They borrowed of the 
'^ Egyptians as the Lord ordered them, jewels of gold 
'^ and silver, and raiment, even to the spoiling of them "^ : 
'^ and when Pharaoh (who all along seemed jealous of 
" their design, and bids them not go far away) found that 
•' this solemn sacrifice was a mere pretence, and that they 
" really fled with all that they had borrowed of his peo- 
'' pie, he pursued the fugitives : the consequence was, 
'* that the Egyptians^ instead of obtaining restitution, were 
'' miraculously destroyed, and Pharaoh lost his life, as 
** well as his subjects; and those who had dealt thus trea- 
^* cherously with them were as miraculously preserved/' 
Thus far this wretched man, who hath taken upon him, 
like Pharaoh, to exalt himself against the living God* 

^ ChrifltUnity m Old, &c. p. 263. * Lake vi. 35. 

^ Ezod. iU. 21, 22. i Christianity as Old, &c. p. 349. 

"* Exod. xii. 35. 
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Bttt to answer bis chicane and buflEbonery^ as distinctly as 
possible ; let it be observed^ 

1. That he builds too much upon the EngUsh transla- 
tion. Instead of *^ they borrowed^'' in verse 35, it may as 
literally and more properly be translated, they asked; as 
the Seventy, and Vulgate, and Chaldee render : and in-> 
stead of << they lent unto them^" the rendering may as 
well be^ they let them have, or they granted them such 
things as they asked for. The like may be observed of 
Exod. iii. %2. where, instead of '< shall borrow/* should be 
read, shall ask "• 

The Egyptians had been thoroughly terrified with what 
bad passed, and especially with the last dreadful plague 
upon all their j£r^/&om. They were now willing to give 
the Hebrews any thing, or every thing, only to be quit of 
them : for in their dismal fright they said, We bb all 
DEAD MEN^. They were willing enough now^ even to 
bribe the Hebrews to be ^one, and to court them with 
any presents they should desire, so that they might but 
obtain their fkvour, perceiving how much depended upon 
their being kind and civil to them, and how dearly they 
had already paid for their unkindness towards them ; and 
what might yet follow worse than all before, they knew 
not. In a word, they were glad at any rate to com- 
pound for their future safety, and so were ready to give 
the Hebrews any thing they should either ask or want. 

2. But however that be, let it oext be observed, that 
God had an undoubted right to transfer the property to 
the Hebrews, since the whole world is his, and no one 
can put in any bar to his title. The Hebrews therefore 
took nothing but what was strictly their own* They had 
God's express order P for taking it; and so God, by tnuis* 

B See Mr. Shuddbrd* who is beforehand with me in the oheeiTationy and 
pvovee it naore at large. CoDDectioa of Sacred and Profiue Hislorjr, Tol. ii. 
p. 495. 

• Ezod. xii. 33. 

p Ezod. iii. 22. zi. 2. 
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ferring the property to them, made it theirs. This was 
not dispensing with the law of nature, but it was altering 
the CQse; for no law of nature forbids any man's taking 
what God gives him. It was not encouraging ^rattct or 
theft; but it was making so essential a change in the 
very nature and quality of the act, by that single circum* 
stance of a Divine commission, that now there could be 
neither ^ratt^ nor theft in so taking what the Sgyptians 
were ready to part with, and what God commanded the 
Israelites both to take and keep as their own<i. 

3. Let it farther be observed, that the Lord God Al^ 
mighty had the same indisputable right to remove the 
Hebrews finally out of Pharaoh's hands; and he gave 
Pharaoh very i\ill and ample demonstrations of his will, 
by repeated miracles. After that, it was most insolent 
defiance against Heaven, either to detain the people, or to 
claim their service, or to demand restitution of what they 
had taken. It was wild and frantic to dispute whether 
the king of Egypt or the King of Heaven ought to be 
obeyed, and to bear rule in the world. It is ridiculous in 
the Objector to talk of restitution in the case, as if God 
could borrow any thing of his creatures, which owe their 
substance and their very being to him : and it is horribly 
profane, as well as thoughtless, to say, that the Hebrews 
dealt treacherously f either in their departure, or in taking 
what they did, since both were pursuant to Divine order; 
and they had been treficherous to God and to one another, 
in those circumstances, had they refused to do either. 
The Objector himself at other times can tell us, that '^ by 
<^ the circumstances men are under'," we are to judge of 
the nature, and quality, and tendency of their actions: 
now that single circumstance of a Divine command so 
alters the case with respect to what the Hebrews did, 

« Compare TertuUlao mAr, Marc. lib. ii. c. 20. p. 392. Aotdn contr. 
Faust lib. zzii. c. 71, 72. p. 402, 403. Clem. Alex. Strom, i. c. 23. p. 415, 
416. FhiloinVit.Mo8. 

' ChriatiamtyasOld, &c.p. 345. 
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that it can be nothing akin to men's ordinarily going out 
of a realm without leave^ or taking money or jewels with 
theniy so as never to return them. 

4* Let it further be observed, that no ill use at all can 
be made of this precedent by men that have any share of 
common sense and common honesty. If any one has 
such commission and warrant as the Hebrews had, then 
let him do as the Hebrews did, and not otherwise. It is 
ludicrous to call this a precedent for what is nothing like 
it, nor any thing akin to it. But if any can be weak 
enough, or wild enough, to make this a cover for iniquity, 
they reason wrong: and so the fault might better be 
thrown upon human reason^ which the Objector so magnt'' 
fieSy than upon sacred Scripture, which he loves to vilify. 
But in truth, neither Scripture nor reason ought to bear 
the blame of what would be a wilful abuse of both : but 
the Blame would lie solely upon human corruption and 
culpable dqiravity* To that are owing men's evil practices 
and their evil reasonings too : and for both they must one 

day answer at the high tribunal of God. 

• 

ExoD. XX. 5. 
I THE Lord tht God am a jealous God, vi- 
siting THE XNiaUITT OF THE FATHERS UPON THE 
CHILDREN UNTO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERA- 
TION OF THEM THAT HATE ME'. 

The Objector is pleased to observe •, that " the same 
'^ spirit does not alike prevail throughout the Old Testa- 
'' ment. The nearer we come to the times of the Gospel, 
** the milder it appeared : for though God declares in the 
*^ Decalogue, that he is a jealous God, &c. and accord- 
^' ingly Achan, with all his family, was destroyed for his 
** single crime, yet the Lord afterwards says. The soul 
''that sinneth, IT shall die; the son shall 

" NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER*,'* &C. 

' Compare Exod. xnir. 6, 7. • Chriatiaoity as Old, &c p. 266. 

< Esek. xnii. 20. 
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That God may, and often does, vary his methods, or hie 
dispensations, as times and circumstances vary, is very 
certain : but to give a clear account of all such variatioiis, 
the reasons of which are locked up in the Di^ne counsels, 
may be a great deal too much for this author, or a wiser 
roan, to pretend to. Yet the strength of his opposition to 
sacrit Writ resolves generally into this false principle 
this senseless vanity, that if there be any thing in the con- 
duct of an all-wise God which an ignorant creature of 
yesterday cannot look into and account for, that is reason 
sufEcient for rejecting an otherwise plain revelation. And 
so you will find him up and down, in his book^ taking 
upon him to prescribe and dictate to an all-knowing God^. 
If the subjects of any earthly kingdom were to go upon the 
like principle, rejecting every law, injunction, proclama- 
tion, or edict, whenever they could not see clearly into all 
the reasons of state upon which it is founded, what con- 
fusion would it not bring, and what madness would it 
not end in ? And yet hunum counsels are not so deep as 
Divine : neither is the government of any kingdom upon 
earth fit to be compared with the government of Almighty 
God over the vast and wide universe. But this by the way 
only, to check the vain presumption and conceitedness of 
such a method of reasoning. Now to come to the point 
in hand. The reason, or account which the Objector has 
been pleased to give, is undoubtedly a false one. For if it 
had been a general rule that the spirit of the Old Testa- 
ment should grow milder and milder as the Gospel ap- 
proached, let him account f(M: what Grod says by the same 
prophet Ezekiel', that when he should send out his sore 
judgments ^^ to cut off man and beast," he would not 
spare one man among the wicked for the sake of the 
righteous, but the righteous should be alone preserved. 
The sentence is fiill and peremptory ; Though these 

« See instances in Christianity^ &c. p. 3> 105^ 111, 115, 116, 122, 124, 
140, 196. 
^ Ezek. ziv. 4. 
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THREE MBK, NOAH, DaNIEL, AND JOB, WERE IN IT, 
THBT SHOULD DELIVER BUT THEIR OWN SOULS BY 
T^EIR RIGHTEOUSNESS) SAITH THE LORD GOD. 

Yet time was, when God would have spared even that 
inhospitable, miirderous, impious, and incestuous city, 
Sodom, had there been but ten righteous persons found 
in it: so mild was Almighty God in ancient days, so 
merciful and gentle were his dealings; seemingly more 
so than in the times of Ezelciel, though nearer to the 
times of the Gospel. I say then, that the Objector's rule 
or comment upon God's conduct is imaginary, and with- 
out foundation. 

I may further observe, that as to the particular case of 
** visidng the sins of the fathers upon the children," there 
appears to have been no settled change, no standing abate- 
ment made of what is laid down in the Decalogue. The 
same thing was threatened, and the same discipline ob« 
served in the Gospel times, as well as before, and may 
have been frequently since in all ages of the Church down 
to this day. What our blessed Lord himself says, relat- 
ing to our purpose, may deserve our spedal notice. That 

UPON f OU MAT COME ALL THE RIGHTEOUS BLOOD 
SHED UPON THE EARTH, FROM THE BLOOD OF 

RiOHTBOUS Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, 
&c. — ^Verily I sat unto you. All these things 
SHALL COME UPON THIS GENERATION 7. The threat- 
ening was fully verified in the dreadful destruction of Je- 
rusalem, within less than forty years after. And I believe 
it will not be easy to find any more terrible example of 
Divine vengeance (excepting one only) before the times of 

f Matt zziii. 35, 36. To undentuid this, we must obtenre that the Scrip- 
tore takes ootioe of a certain meatwe of imi^^itxty which is filling up from one 
generation to another, till at last it makes a nation or family ripe for de* 
strudion : and although those persons on whom this final vengeance falls, 
suffer DO more than their own personal rins deserved ; yet because the sins of 
former generations, which they equal or outdo, make it time for God utterly 
to destroy them, the punishments due to the sins of many ages and gene- 
rations are all said to fall upon them. Sherlock on Providence, chap. viii. 
p. 408. 
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the Gospel, than this which has appeared since. Vain 
therefore are the dreams of this writer, as to God's grow- 
ing milder in his judgments upon wicked men, the nearer 
we come to the Gospel times. 

But he will ask us, probably, how then do we reconcile 
the two texts, one of Moses in the Decalogue, and the 
other in the prophet Ezekiel ? Very easily : 

For the seeming difierence amounts only to this ; that 
God may vary his methods, at different times, according 
as he sees cause, or according as the ends of providence or 
discipline require. He sometimes visits the sins of the 
fathers upon the children, and sometimes he does it not : 
and the reasons are to himself in both cases. " For who 
** hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been his 
" counsellor y?" Who shall instruct him in matters of 
discipline, or direct an all-wise God how to govern the 
world ? 

As to the particular case of the Jews under captivity, 
spoken of both by Jeremiah ^ and Ezekiel % it appears to 
stand thus : the Jews had been visiiedy sent into captivity, 
for the sins of their fathers^ as well as for their own, pur- 
suant to the threatenings which God had before nlade by 
his prophets ^. The captive Jews hereupon complained, 
thinking it hard measure that they should so smart for the 
sins of their fatkersy and should be punished beyond what, 
in the ordinary course of providence, their own sins would 
have called for. The fact was true; and God's reason, 
among others, was, to testify and demonstrate to the 
world his utter detestation of the sins of Manasseh, his 
abominable idolatries. But God, to comfort his captive 
people, lets them know, that this severe, though just dis- 
pensation towards them should not be lasting, for that he 
would be kind to them again, by restoring them to their 
own land, and then they should no longer have occasion 
to complain, or to use that proverb mentioned by Jeremiah 

f Rom. xi. 34. * Jerem. xxxu 29, 30. Lament, v. 7. 

• Ezek. xnii. 2. ^ Jerem. zy. 4. compare 2 Kings xziii. 26. 
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and Ezekiel, in the places before cited : they had been 
severely chastised for ihidt fathers* sins^ as well as for their 
own ; but their captivity should cease^ and then that ex*- 
traordinary visitation should cease also, and they should 
suffer only for their own faults : and God would be gra<- 
cious to them in the mean while. This interpretation of 
Ezekiel I take in the main from Bishop StillingfleetS 
who had well considered it, and who has cleared up the 
objected difficulty (as I conceive) the best of any. 

If it be farther asked, how it is justifiable at all to visit 
the sins of the fathers upon the children^ and more espe- 
cially upon innocent children, as upon Achan's children, 
and upon David's first child by Bathsheba^ ; to this I an- 
swer : 

I. First, as to the case of guilty, children, they deserve 
the punishment which God inflicts, and they are punished 
for their own sins, in such cases, as well as for the sins of 
their fathers. But as God does not punish all that deserve 
it; and mi^t remit the punishment due for their own sins 
if he so pleased, and would do it if their faihers had not 
sinned also \ it may be justly said in such a case, that God 
visits the sins of ^e fathers upon the children^ because he 
would not have taken the forfeiture, nor have punished 
the children in this life according to their own demerits, if 
the sins of their fathers^ added to theirs, had not made 
it necessary, or proper, for answering the ends of discV' 
pline. 

a. As to the case of innocent children, there can be no 
question but God may demand the life which he gave 
them, whenever he pleases 5 and it is no injury to them, 
to translate them from this world to a better, but a kind- 
ness and a comfort to them. And if an all-merciful God, 
while he demands their lives for their benefit, does it also 
at such a time and in such a manner as shall best answer 
the endff-of discipline for the good of the world, there is 



* Stiltingfleet of fhe SuffiertngB of Chrbt, agunst Crdliusy dup. Hi. 
' 2 Sam. xli. 18. 
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nothing in this conduct but what redounds to the ^17 
both of the wisdom and goodness of God* It is not indeed 
a proper rule for human judicatures to proceed by, because 
men have not that absc4ute right or power ovier the lives 
of others, as God has over all } neither can thej judge 
when to use such a power, if diey had it ; aeitfaer^ if they 
deprive persons of a present advantage, are they able after- 
wards to make them amends. Therefore no such power is 
ordinarily lodged in men. God himself has foreclosed all 
pretences to tt, by his express prohibitions ^. But the case 
is difiereat with respect to God himself, who has sovereign 
authority, and whose infinite wisdom is a bar to his judg- 
ing wrong, and bis infinite pow«i| and goodness can com- 
pensate all seeming severities. In the mean while, his de- 
testation of sin is more remarkably demonstrated, and the 
practice of ri^iteousoess more strongly guarded and se- 
cured, by thus punishing wickedness, not only at the first 
hand, JMit in the posterky also for several generations* So, 
taking the thing ekher way, there can be no just com- 
plaint made against the Divine proceedings in visiting the 
sins of the fathers upon their either sinful or innocent 
progeny. If Achan's family, supposing them entirely 
innocent, were destroyed for his single crime, they lost 
nothing that they had any strict right to ; or if they had, 
yet God could make them amends. A gwid father derives 
a ilessing upon his children, and a bad £ather entails a 
Oirse, but in respect only to this world : and it is good for 
the world it should be so^. The life to oonoe will iully 
adjust all seeming inequalities ot this kind : which is abun- 
dantly sufficient to answer all possible objections on diis 
head. In a word, as God daily exercises such a power 
over vmocent persons for the ends of his wise providence^ 
so there is no just reason to be assigned why he may not 
also exercise the same power for the ends of discipUnej 
which is but one species of his providential dispensations. 

• Deut xxkv. 16. 2 Kings xlv, 5, 6. 

' See Sherlock on ProTidenoe, p. 410. Tertnll. •dvora. Mardon. lib. ti. 
cap. 15. p. 389. 
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Levit, XXVIL a8, 29. 

No DEVOTED THING, THAT A MAN SHALL DEVOTE 

UNTO THE Lord of all that he hath, both of 

MAN AND BEAST, AND OF THE FIELD OF HIS POS- 
SESSION, shall be sold or redeemed: evert 
devoted thing is most holt unto the lord. 

None devoted, which shall be devoted of 
MEN, shall be redeemed; but shall surelt be 

PUT TO death. 

The Objector refers to this passage, iti order to infer 
from it^ that <^ the Levitical law approved or countenanced 
** human sacriiices s/' He says, "authors are divided" 
upon it : and he presently lets us know what side he takes, 
too hastily likening to any slander rdsed against Scrip- 
*ture. A noUe writer indeed says, that •* something of this 
•* nature might possibly be deduced even from holy 
"Writ**:" he perhaps may be one of this gentleman's 
authors. But the learned Selden^ has so fully and so ac- 
curately discussed the question, determining it in the 
negative^ that there is no room left for further dispute 
about it among men of true learning. The aSth verse of 
this cfhapter in Leviticus speaks of things or persons de- 
voted to sacred uses, by that sort of vow vt^hich was called 
cheremy a consecration under pain of a curse. Things or 
persons so devoted or consecrated were for ever to be set 
apart to sacred uses, and could never be redeemed or de- 
secrated. The a9th verse is to be understood of persons 
devoted by the cherem also, but devoted to perdition, (in 
like manner as the city Jericho was devoted ^y) in a hostile 

9 Christinsity as Old, &c. p. 94. ^ Characteristics^ yoi iii. p. 124. 

f Selden. de Jnr. Nat. et Gent lib. iy. cap. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. His ooDclusion, 
after such particiilar examination, is in tbese words: *' Manifestam est ex 
** Ebrsomm interpietatione qualicnnque dictn legis sacne, nullum omnino 
** hfimicskHiim ultroneom, seu extra ponus, seu quasi ratitmem, penmssum ea 
« fiiisse." Cap. X. p. 550. 

k Joab. vi. 17. ** And tbe dty sball be accursed,*' (devoted, eherem,) 
" even it, and all that are therrin, to the Lord.*' Compare Numb. xxi. 2, 3. 
Judg. xxi. 5. 1 Sam. xiv. 24. 
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or vindictive way» and not in the way of sacrifice. Persons 
so devoted were to be utterly destroyed. This is the 
true and the full meaning of that whole passage in Levi*- 
ticus K 

But our Objector has somewhat to plead for another 
construction. He is pleased to interpret the words, is 
MOST HOLT UNTO THE LoRD, in vcrse 289 by the words 
of verse 29, shall surbly be put to death. <^ What 
'' is meant/' he s^ys, <'by being most holy unto thb 
<' Lord is explained in the next verse/' and then he re- 
cites the a9th. But we may observe that thb field of 
his possession was one of the things mentioned in 
verse 98, as being devoted, and thereby rendered '' most 
<^ holy unto the Lord." But if by the field's being most 
holy, nothing more is meant than its being irrevocably 
and irredeemably consecrated to God, '^ as a field devoted, 
'' the possession whereof should be the priests °^ ;" then 
certainly the men mentioned in the same verse with the 
^Id may be understood to be most holy, as consecrated 
irrevocably to sacred uses or services. Thus the Levites were 
consecrated, who were to serve the priests for ever ; and 
thus the child Samuel was consecrated to God by his 
mother, and thereupon delivered up to old Eli, who re- 
ceived him for the Lord ^ : and thus also the Nethinims, 
who were given by David to serve the Levites, as the Le« 
vites were to serve the priests <>• 

But the Objector says further, that '^ whatever was the 
'' Lord's, as the firstborn of man and beast, was to be 
^* slain, if God did not order its redemptionP." And for 
proof thereof, he refers us to some texts ^ noted in the 
margin. But if he means redemption with money, he for- 
gets that all the Jirstbomy before God took in the Levites 

1 See Sir John Manham, sect. ix. p. 169. ed. Lips. In the next page he has 
these worda. " Cades itaqne hamana nnllo Ebrttoram jure permissa est, 
" extra poenn legitime, jvstiqae helli rationem.*' 

- Lent. xxni. 21. - 1 Sam. iL 25, 26, 27, 28. 

• Ezra Tiii. 20. p Christianity as Old, &c. p. 95. 

1 Exod. XXX. 12, 13. xxxiv. 19, 20. 
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in their stead, were the Lord's : and yet none of these (ex- 
cepting 1*73, the supernumerary firstborn above the num- 
ber of the Levites ') were either redeemed or slain. The 
Levites came in their places, and so the Levites were now 
the Lord^Sy and yet were neither to be redeemed nor slatn^ 
but to serve the tabernacle and the priests *. In that sense 
they were the Lord's^ and holy unto the Lord ^, as irrevo- 
cably and unredeemably consecrated to God's service. 
It is true, that captives taken in war^ if before devoted^ 
were to be slain : and of such may the a9th verse be un- 
derstood. But verse 28. speaks of a man's devoting out 
of" all that he hath," out of what is his own property, as 
for instance, his own slaves bought with his own money : 
those so devoted were not to be sacrificed, or otherwise 
slain, but to serve to sacred tises. That was the fiill end and 
aim of their being so solemnly and so irreversibly devoted 
to the Lord. And let it here be noted that God, speaking 
to Aaron in capacity of high priest, and assigning the 
priest's portion, says, Every thing devoted in Is- 
rael (every cherem, every thing consecrated under a 
curse) SHALL BE THINE": which answers to the words 
in Levit. xxvii. a8. Every thing devoted is Most 
HOLY UNTO THE LoRD. Yet both are to be understood 
but of one kind of cherem^ of things consecrated for ever to 
sacred nses^ not of things destined to destruction : for how 
could that be given for the use of the priests which was 
immediately to be destroyed ? I may add, that when the 
animals allowed for sacrifice are numbered up in Leviti- 
cus ^ we find mention made of bullocks , sheep^ goatSy 
turtle-doves, young pigeons : but not a word of sacrificing 
men: 'so little ground or colour is there for this injurious 
charge upon the word of God. 
To conclude this head, it is observable, that almost all the 

' Numb. ill. 45, 46. ■ Numb. iii. 9. viii. 19. 

< Those LeTites wbo are said, Numb. viii. 19. to be gwen to the priuit^ are 
in verse 16. said to be giiren unto God, which amounts to the same : God says, 
** They are wholly given unto me:*' and, '< I hare taken them unto me." 

■ Numb, xviii. 14. « Levit. i. 2, 10, 14. 
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Pagan countries have offered human sacrificesT ; the Phoe- 
nicians, and CanaaniteSy Egyptians, Arabians, Athenians, 
Lacedsemonians, Romans, Carthaginians, Scythians, Gauls, 
and Britains. The Jews in a manner were the only na- 
tion that never admitted the practice, because they had 
been taught better by God himself: and it has been owing 
chiefly, not to infidels, but to Christianity and Christian 
priests', that that diabolical custom began to be laid 
aside, (about the time when oracles also ceased,) and that 
we are not sacrificing our sons and daughters unto devils 
at this day. All this is fact ; and yet this unrighteous man, 
instead of commending revelation, as he ought to do, for 
these inestimable benefits which we enjoy by it, is pleased 
to charge it as faulty in that very article where it deserves 
his highest praises. Can there be any reason, any since- 
rity, any benevolence to mankind, shown in thus abusing 
the readers ? 

Numb. XIV. 30 — ^34. 

Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, 
concerning which i swarb to make tou dwell 

THEREIN, SAVE CaLEB, &C. — AnD TE SHALL KNOW 
MY BREACH OF PROMISE. 

The Objector remarks*, that "there ve texts, which, if 
" taken literally, represent God not only falsifying his 
" word, but his oaths;" Then he cites the two texts above 
specified. Now as to verse 30. no one but an half-witted 
reader can be at a loss to understand it, and literally too. 
Ye, that is, ye Israelites considered as particular men, 

SHALL NOT COMB INTO THE LAND CONCERNING 

WHICH I swARE TO MAKE YOU {you Considered as a 
people) DWELL THEREIN. God's promises were made to 
the i«ed of Abraham, to the children of Israel, to the He- 
brews, as an abiding people which was to subsist for many 

J Vid. Euaeb. Pnep. Erang. lib. r. cap. 16. p. 155, &c. 

• Vid. Eiueb. Pnep. Evang. lib. v. cap. 17. p. 208. et lib. iv. cap. 17. p. 1 63, 
&C. Jenkins, rol. i. p. 360. 

• Christianity as Old, &c p. 257. 
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ages, though particular men were going off daily, as in all 
fleeting successive bodies. To that people^ I say, the pro- 
mises were literally made, and to the same people they 
were as literally fulfilled. The promise was' not tied to 
certain persons^ but to a certain people, and therefore might 
be performed at any time (if not otherwise limited) while 
that people subsisted. 

It is a very usual and a very intelligible way of speak- 
ing, common in all languages, to speak of nations 
in their national capacity, and to say we, or you, not 
meaning it of the individuals now living, but of their an- 
cestors, or posterity : and I am persuaded there is scarce a 
plain countryman but who would readily understand such 
expressions at first hearing; so little ground is there for 
cavil upon this first article. 

As to what is said in verse 34. Ye shall know my 
BREACH OF PROMISE, it is a harsh translation, and merely 
conjectural, not warranted by the Hebrew original. Some 
of our older English translations had a more inoffensive 
and a juster rendering, than our last version here happens 
to have. Coverdale's Bible of 1535 renders; Ye may 

KNOW WHAT IT IS, WHEN I WITHDRAWS MY HAND. 

Matthewes's of 1537 has. Ye shall fele my venge- 
AONCE. The Great Bible of 1539, Ye shall knowe 
MY DISPLEASURE. The Geneva translators of 1560 first 
ventured to say, Ye shall fele my breach of pro- 
mise : but then they added a marginal note to soften it : 
viz. "whether my promite be true, or no." Bp. Parker's 
Bible of 1568 altered it into, Ye shall knowb my 
breachb of PROMISE, leaving no note at all in the 
mar^n : and the last translation following Parker's, reads 
the text as before, only throwing in another softer version 
into the margin, viz. " altering of my purpose." 

The truth is, promise was inserted by the translators 
only to fill up the sense, as they supposed : there is no- 
thing in the Hebrew to answer it. The most that can be 
made of the Hebrew, in that way of construction, is no 
more than this, (as Bishop Patrick has observed,) Ye 
' H a 
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SHALL KNOW MY BREACH. Which iDight signify either 
God's breaking in upon them, in the way of anger; or his 
breaking with them, that is, departing from them. And yet 
it is not certfin that the word **nM*Un really Bignifies my 
breach. The word occurs but once more in the whole 
Bible, in Job xxxiii. 10. where it is in the plural number, 
and is by us rendered occasions; as much by guess, as in 
the other place. Under these uncertainties, and while we 
want other light, I know no better rule to go by than the 
Seventy (which is the most ancient version) and Jerome, 
who had seen the other ancient Greek versions. Now the 
Seventy have in this place of Numbers, rov du/tov r^f 6pyn9 
fAoOf my anger, or more literally, the fury of my wrath : 
and in the place of Job they have fUfu^ty, complaint, accu- 
sation. Jerome, in the first, has ultionem meam, and in 
the other querelas. One of the last learned commentators, 
Le Clerc, having considered every way, and finding an 
Arabic root that seemed to favour such construction as 
the Seventy and Vulgate give, acquiesces at length in this 
rendering: ^' Ye shall know my vengeance," being at 
least as good a rendering, and as probable as any. 

Upon the whole, it is evident that there is no founda- 
tion, scarce colour, for our Objector's speculations upon 
this text. This is one, among many, of his English objec- 
tions, which I had in my eye when I wrote my introduc- 
tion to Part the First ». I perceive the gentleman is some- 
what offended at the freedom I took with him, in telling 
the world what is true, that " lie discovers no acquaint* 
" ance with the original languages, oor so much as with 
" common critics or commentators." He endeavours in 
a piece he has since published \ to bring himself off" by 
saying, that " he writes only for the unlearned, and that 
" the English Bible to those must be the word of God, 
** otherwise they will have no word of God at all.'* One 
shall not easily meet with a poorer defence of a wrong 



• See abore, p. 8. 

^ Secoud Address, &c. p. 84, 65. 
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thing. Let the English Bible be to English readers the 
word of Gody as much as any version of the word of God 
can be : yet there are few, I believe, even among the 
unlearned, so ignorant as to imagine that it was first 
penned in English, or that it is not a translation. And if 
ihey meet with any difficulty, or any thing that appears 
ofiensive, they have guides to go to, who by consulting 
the originals^ or the best commentators, may be able to 
help them out. But this writer's advice to them would 
be, to throw aside the Bible, and to trust entirely to their 
own natural parts, or talents, to their inward light, with- 
out any external help from the word of God : and this 
because there may be some expressions in an English 
version which are not justifiable, or may be made an ill 
use of. An argument which he seems to have borrowed 
(as he has several others) from the Popish priests, who 
argue in the same way against letting the people have the 
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue. But the uses of Scrip- 
ture are too many and too great to be thus despised or 
given up, only for fear of some possible abuses. The ar- 
gument would be as strong for discarding all reasoning 
too, because the use of reason will be attended with some 
abuses of that excellent faculty. But this author does 
wrong in charging faults upon Scripture which are faults 
of a version only, and not of Scripture. How does he 
account for that part of misconduct ? Is it ignorance only ? 
Why then does be undertake what he is not equal to 7 
And why does he insinuate to the niileamed, that ther6 
are such and such faults in Scripture, when he is not 
capable himself of knowing whether the fault lies in 
Scripture or in the translation P If there be a fault in A 
▼ersion, it is a good reason for mending the version ;' but 
certainly it is no reason for rejecting Scripture, and ^W 
external revelation, and resting only in our inward light 
or natural gifts. In short, he has taken upon him to give 
advice to the unlearned, in a point of the highest conse- 
quence, himself all the while as unlearned almost as they ; 
especially in what concerns proper ^i^/icaneaming, which 

H3 
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be ought to have been a master of, in some measure at 
leasts before he presumed thus to criticise upon texts of 
Scripture. No pretences nor colourings can ever justify 
this management : if the '* blind are to lead the blind/' 
what can be expected, but that <* both should fall into the 
" ditch ?" I beg my reader's pardon for this short digres- 
sion, which might most properly suit this place, and 
which the importunity and confidence of the adversary 
has in a manner forced me into. 

Numb. XXI. 2,3. 
And Israel vowbd a vow onto the Lord, 

AND SAID, If thou WILT INDEED DELIVER THIS 
PEOPLE INTO MY HAND, THEN I WILL UTTERLY 
DESTROY THEIR CITIES. AnD THE LoRD HEARK- 
ENED TO THE VOICE OF ISRAEL, AND DELIVERED 
UP THE CaNAANITES; and THEY UTTERLY DE- 
STROYED THEM, 8CC. 

I may just note by the way, that instead of " I will 
** utterly destroy- their cities," the truer rendering would 
be, I will devote their cities, u e. to destruction: and in- 
stead of, " they utterly destroyed them," in the next 
verse, it should be, they devoted (or anathematized) them. 
But as no use will be made of the observation in our pre- 
sent argument, it is sufficient just to have hinted it, only 
to prevent an objection which our author did not see, or 
did not think proper to lay hold of. But he is mightily 
offended at those severe dealings with the Canaanites ; 
being much kinder, it seems, and more benevolent than 
the great God of Israel; or however taking upon himself 
to judge in what concerns the Divine conduct and govern- 
ment, in a manner that would be presumption and rude- 
ness with respect even to a petty prince, if he knew no 
more of the case than he does here. Thrice he exposes 
himself on this head^. 

I. First he takes notice, *^ that the Canaanites, who 

' Christianity u Old, &c. p. 97, 264, 272. 
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" had never done Israel the least injury, men, women, 
" and children, were to be utterly destroyed**." Unhappy 
sufferers ! But the same history that tells us this, tells us 
also how their sins had deserved it ^. And what if they 
" had never done Israel the least injury,** (any more than 
those that last died by the hand of justice, had done in- 
jury to the officers that seized them, or to the executioner 
that dispatched them,) yet certainly if they had been in- 
jurious to the public, (as all wicked miscreants are,) and 
if they had thereby grievously offended the Lord of the 
whole earth, he might appoint his own people, as well as 
any other instruments, to execute his just wrath and ven- 
geance upon them. If the force of his objection lies only 
in this, that trmocent children were to suffer with the rest, 
the same objection lies against all public judgments, 
whether wars, or plagues, or deluges, or famines, or what 
else soever: such arguments can terminate in nothing 
else but Atheism. 

a. The Objector farther pleads in the manner here fol- 
lowing : " Would not people, if, like the children of Israel, 
" they were destitute of an habitation, be apt to think 
" what the Israelites did to the Canaanites a good prece- 
" dent; and that they might invade a neighbouring idola- 
'^ trous nation, that never did them the least harm, and 
** extirpate not only men and women, but even their inno- 
*' cent infants, in order to get possession of their country ? 
*' And I question whether the Spaniards would have mur- 
'' dered so many millions in the Indies, had they not 
<' thought they might have used them like Canaanites W* 
Dull and insipid ! neither argument nor poignancy. No 
one would, no one could fetch in this as a precedent for 
ill practices, who was not beforehand resolved, with or 
without precedent, to commit iniquity. The case is a 
very plain case. If any have such commission as the 
Israelites had, such express orders from Heaven, then this 



' Cbristiaiiity as Old, &c. p. 97. 

• DeaC is. 4. 

^ ChristUnity msOlci, &c p. 264. 
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instance is a precedent to act by, if in such a case they 
could want any: but if any men have no such commission 
as the Israelites had, then this is no precedent for their 
acting as the Israelites did. It is exceeding trifling to 
call it a precedent, when the most material circumstance 
is wanting that could make it such. But what if some 
will think it a precedent when it is none ? To this I may 
answer, what if some will think any thing right they have 
a mind to, and make their will their law, with or without 
precedent ? There is no accounting for what foolish, par- 
tial, wicked men may think : the only question is, what 
they ought to think. If men reason right, this precedent 
can never mislead them. But if they reason wrong from 
it, and pervert it to ill purposes, the fault then lies in their 
ill -reasoning: and so let the author next point his satire, 
if he pleases, against the use of reason ; which though 
silly employ, would yet be wiser and more pertinent than 
what he urges against Scripture. 

As to what he again repeats about innocent iniants, I 
have sufficiently answered it in the preceding article. I 
shall only add, that God takes away thousands of such 
innocent children every day, and perhaps more than half 
the species under ten years of age. How will this writer 
account for it ? If he believes there is a God, I suppose 
he will allow it is God's doing, and that God has a so- 
vereign right over the lives and fortunes of men, women, 
and children. But if he doubts of these plain truths, let 
him declare it, and speak out. 

3. The Objector pretends further, that a Divine com- 
mand, in this case, ^< is pleaded in vain, except it can be 
'* shown, that the thing supposed to be commanded is 
'' not inconsistent with the law of nature ; which if God 
" can dispense with in any one case, he may in allK." 
Ridiculous. Here was no dispensing with any law of 
nature; but the circumstance of a Divine command (a 
very material circumstance indeed) altered the whole case, 

f Christianity as Old, &c. p. 272. . 
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changed the quality of the act, and made it no breach of 
the law of nature. For what law of nature forbids a man 
the executing of God's will, where the Divine right to 
what he would have executed is clear and indisputable ? 
The truth is, the law of nature, the very primary law of 
all, (which is, to obey God,) demands this ser>'ice from 
man, whenever God requires it K 

This writer, through a cloud of darkness, can yet some- 
times see the truth, and can reason right. He observes 
in another place i, ^* It is the circumstances men are 
^* under, by which we are to judge of the tendency of 
'' actions. As for instance, the killing a man, considered 
" without its circumstances, is an action neither good nor 
'^ bad : but by the magistrate when the public good re^ 
*^ quires it ; or by a private man when necessary for self* 
" defence, it is an action always good." Very well. Do 
but allow the high and mighty Magistrate of heaven and 
earth as much right as his deputies have that act under 
him, and wisdom also sufficient to judge of what concerns 
the public good; and then certainly the Israelites acting 
by his order, had, at least, as clear a right to destroy the 
Canaanites, as any executioner can have to take away life 
by command of authority. 

4. But the Objector, finding himself pinched here, by 
the plainest maxims of common sense, retires to another 
shift, which will prove as useless to him as the former. 
He alleges, that ^' no man can be so certain of his having 
<< a positive command from God, as he is that God has 
" forbid it him by the light of nature K" But why so ? 
Is it because no man can trust to his eyes, or ears, or 
other senses? How then can a gaoler, a sheriff, or an 
executioner trust to any magistrate's warrant for putting 
a criminal to death, for fear of being himself guilty of 
murder ? God, who has endowed us with faculties of dis- 
cernment to know when this or that man converses with 

^ See CamberUnd. Prolegom. a. 24. 
* GhrUtianity w Old, &c p. .345. 
k Ibid. p. 272. 
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us^ can undoubtedly find out ways and means to make us 
as infallibly know when himself speaks to us. But the 
Objector says^ that even *^ miracles could not be a proof 
" of any such commission/' Strange, that a message 
sent from heaven, and attested also by miracles, should 
not be as good a proof of God's commission, and as safe 
a rule to act by, as any warrant, under hand and seal, is 
of a fnagistrai€*s commission. But he further adds : '^ We 
'' can only know from the nature of the things them- 
'< selves, whether miracles are done by a good or evil 
" being." That is his great mistake : Pharaoh's magi- 
cians might have taught him better. They knew at 
length, and wer^ sensible, on what side the " finger of God" 
was ', without knowing, or at all considering what the 
nature or purport of Moses's errand was. They knew it 
by the prevailing, superior, uncontrolled power shown in 
Moses's miracles. By the same rule may Divine miracles 
at any time be distinguished from diabolical. God never 
did nor ever will permit superior or uncontrolled miracles 
to be wrought in favour of imposture and falsehood. No 
such snares have ever yet been laid for mankind: but 
from past experience, and from the reason of the thing, 
and above all, from the goodness and loving-kindness of 
God, we have sufficient grounds to believe and trust that 
no such thing ever will be, or, morally speaking, can 
bem. 

But besides miracles, there may be several other ways 
whereby God may manifest himself unto men ; unless all 
supernatural revelations or manifestations be called mira^ 
cles, which in a strict and proper sense they are not, 
neither have they been so called. God manifested him- 
self, for instance, to Adam, to Cain, to Noah, to Abra- 
ham, to Jacob, to Moses, to all the people of Israel, and 
to the prophets ; and those all knew when God spake to 
them, as certainly as men may now know what company 

I Exod. Tiii. 19. 

"> See Mr. Locke's Discourse of Miracles, p. 453. fol. edit. Mr. Leeke*s 
Sermon on St. Stephen's Day, p. 28, ftc. 
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they are at any time in, or whom they converse with. 
And it would be strange indeed, as I before hinted, if God, 
who has taught us how to know one another, could not 
as infallibly teach us how to know him, and to receive 
commands from him. 

5. The Objector has still something farther to urge, 
and says, that if '* God be infinitely wise and good, then 
'' no command, not stamped with those characters, can 
** come from him, much less a command inconsistent 
" with all those duties that men as men owe to one an- 
" other ^" To which I answer, that every command 
which has the broad seal of Heaven set to it, which ap- 
pears by sure and certain external proofs to be Divine; I 
say, every such command comes stamped with the cha- 
racters of wise and good^ because it is the command of 
God, who is infinitely wise and good. But when this 
writer talks of the command given to the Israelites as 
being inconsistent, 8cc. it is running back again to the 
same folly he set out with ; not considering that the ma- 
terial circumstance of a Divine command changes the very 
nature and quality of the act. For it is not murder to 
take away life in obedience to an express command of 
God. The lives of all men are in the hands of God that 
gave them: and he can demand them back when, and 
where, and by what instruments he pleases. So let the 
Objector rest satisfied in this, that the Canaanites were 
justly destroyed ; because God, who is just, commanded 
it. And let him consider whether his thus pleading for 
as wicked miscreants as ever lived, in opposition to God, 
the kindest and the best of beings, be not going out of his 
sphere, only to pass a rude and rash censure upon the 
Divine judgments, which he ought rather humbly and 
reverently to adore. 

Numb. XXII. a8. 
And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, 

AND SHE said, &C. 

" ClirUtianity as Old, &c. p. 273. 
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The Objector here remarks, according to his usual pitch 
of acuteness^ '* what a number of ideas must Balaam's 
*' ass have, to be able to reason with his (her) master, 
" when he {she) saw and knew an angel <'." Now as to 
the number of ideas which the ass must have; I believe, 
she had as many as asses commonly have : and he may 
please to count them at his leisure, for his own amuse- 
ment. The text speaks of the " Lord's opening the mouth 
'* of the ass,'' and articulate sounds came forth : but not 
a syllable is there concerning the ideas which she had, or 
concerning her reasoning. She delivered words, or sounds, 
which in some sense may be said to have carried reason 
in them } but the reason was not hers : and therefore 
this gentleman has complimented the ass too far, in say- 
ing that she reasoned with her master. He discovers again 
some conf^ision, or shortness of thought, in saying, that 
she '* knew an angel;" as if she had been wise enough 
to knovv what an angel means, and to understand angeli- 
cat appearances. The text indeed several times says, that 
she " saw the angel :" but where does it say that she 
knew him? So in three particulars our author has falsi- 
fied, wittingly or unwittingly, and has misrepresented the 
case, as he commonly does* He will call this, no doubt, 
" trying revelation by the test of reason P:" for reason is 
the name he gives to all his conceits. Which puts me in 
mind of a pleasant saying of Mr. Locke's, in one of his 
private letters : '* To be rational is so glorious a things 
" that two-legged creatures generally content themselves 
« with the title:* 

The Objector next has a gird upon St. Peter for speak- 
ing of the " madness of the Prophet <l ;" for in opposition 
to the Apostle, he is pleased to observe, that *^ in the 
" story itself there does not appear any thing like mad- 
" ness : for that the Prophet did nothing but what the 
" Lord enjoined him." But what if an inspired Apostle 

• Christiaiiity as Old, &c. p. 254. 
p See Second Address, &c. p. 83. 
1 2 Pet ii. 16. 
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might see deeper into the story, than an ordinary man at 
this distance can do? He ought most certainly to be 
believed in what he says, before his forward corrector, 
whose penetration is not great even in common things. 
But the story itself, without the help of an Apostle, suffi* 
ciently discovers the Prophet's madness. He had once 
consulted God about cursing the people of Israel, and had 
received a very full and peremptory answer, forbidding 
him to go upon it, for this plain and standing reason : 
Thou shalt not curse thb people, for they 
ARE BLESSED V After SO clcaf and flat a denial, it was 
rudeness and madness, to come to God a second time 
upon the same errand. But the compliments and golden 
promises brought by the new ambassadors from King 
Balak began to operate strongly upon the wavering Pro- 
phet, insomuch that he forgot the reverence due to Di- 
vine Majesty, and so presumed again to consult him ; 
which was tempting him, and making too famili^ with 
an all-wise God. God saw the folly and the importunity 
of the man, and gave him leave to go with the messen- 
gers; but in such a manner, and with such a rebuke, as 
might have made a better man sensible that he should 
not have asked it, and that though he had thus obtained, 
or extorted leave to go, yet he might more wisely have 
declined it. Go with them: BtJT yet the word 

WHICH I SHALL SAY UNTO THEE, THAT SHALT THOU 

DO. As much as to say, go he might, since he was so 
eagerly set upon it, but the journey should not answer : 
he should not airse the people as King Balak would direct, 
but God would have the direction of that affair himself. 
Now Balaam's going, after such a rebuke, and upon so 
fruitless an errand, is one considerable argument of his 
madness^. But a plainer and more sensible symptom of 
it was, (which St. Peter seems also to have had in his 
eye,) that " even the dumb ass's speaking with man's 



' Numb. xTii. 12,13. 

• See Le Clcrc, Numb. xxii. 20. 
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" voice" did not bring him to himself: for he began not 
to recollect till the Lord " opened his eyes," and showed 
him " the angel standing in the way." So thoughtless 
and precipitate was the man, so eager to oblige King 
Balak, and to receive his reward, that he could scarce 
think of any thing else for the time being, till repeated 
prodigies had been sent to recover him. I know that 
some, both Jews ^ and Christians ", after Mairoonides, 
have been of opinion that this was all transacted in a 
vision or a dream. But their reasons, though specious, 
appear not to have weight sufficient to overthrow the 
more common and prevailing construction. Enough has 
been said to demonstrate the madness of the Prophet at 
his first setting out : and it is well known from the story, 
how wretchedly he behaved ever after ; how ridiculously 
he came off with King Balak, and how execrable a part 
he afterwards acted ; and how tragically the whole ended, 
both t% himself and others, after he had run all his lengths 
of madness. When men are foolish, forward, and self- 
willed, and for their humour, or vanity, or corrupt views, 
will take their own ways, notwithstanding the kindest 
hints offered to make them retreat, God then deserts 
them, and abandons them to follow their own imagina- 
tions, to their own undoing. The case was exemplified 
in the Prophet Balaam, who " loved the wages of un- 
" righteousness," and pursued his avarice and bis self- 
conceit, till they became his ruin. 

I may here add, that Balaam's infamy and cursed policy, 
in the advice he gave for debauching God's people, stand 
upon record, not only in the Old Testament ^j but in three 
distinct places also of the New 7. For when there started 
up a sect of false teachers, profligate men, attempting to 
seduce the people from the purity of the Gospel pre- 
cepts, to all manner of lewdness, wantonness, and dissolute- 

* See Patrick in loc. and Borhart Hieroz. part. i. lib. 2. cap. 14. p. 193. 

• See Memdrs of Literature for April 1710. p. 14. 
« Numb. zzxi. 16. 

y 2 Pet. ii. 15, 16. Jude II. Rev. ii. 14, 15. 
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nesSf the good Christians of that time could not think of 
a more odious name to give them, than that of Balaamites 
or Nicolaitanes ; the first being the Hebrew name, as the 
other is the Greek one * ; and both very probably signify- 
ing the same thing, namely, leaders (that is, misleaders) 
of the people. 

Deut. I. 34. 

And the Lord was wroth, and sware, sat- 
ing, &c. 

The Objector's irreverent reflection here is : " If we 
'' are to admit nothing that is repugnant to the natural 
" notion we have of God, ought we not to examine by 
** our reason, whether God, who has no superior to in- 
*^ voke, can swear at all, much less be in a passion, and 
'^ swear in wrath ^?" But since this gentleman pretends 
H) examine every thing by reasoriy let him first examine by 
his reason^ whether it be modest, reverent, or hoYiest, to 
give this false and ludicrous account of Scripture, as if it 
supposed God to have been in a passion. That God can- 
not be in a passion is certain : neither does Scripture 
either assert or suppose that he may. But when God 
condescends to talk with men, he is pleased to make use 
of human words and human phrases, to be understood 
by men ; and (as I have before observed ^, in a like case) 
to render his expressions more pathetic, lively, and affect- 
ing. Nevertheless, whatsoever is thus spoken MqayKonoL' 
^i after the manner of men, must be understood ^wwpn- 
9m$f in a sense suitable to the Divine Majesty, as made 
known to us in some measure by reason, and much more 
by revelation. 

As to God's confirming his oracles or his decrees by 
an oathy this also is done in great compassion and conde- 
scension to human infirmities ; and is an affecting instance 

* 01; b^3> Dominus FdpulL ifizikMs, Victor Popnli. See Vitring. Ob- 
tenrat Sacr. torn. ii. p. 999, &c. Buddei Eccles. Apoilol. p. 372, 373. 

• Christianity as Old, &c p. 250. 
^ See above, p. 38. 
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both of the wisdom and goodness of God towards us : so 
far is it from being any just objection against Scripture. 
He has no superior to invoke : but since he can " swear 
** by no greater, he swears by himself," as the Apostle 
assures us^. Perhaps this matter may want some clear- 
ing ; and therefore I shall enlarge a little farther upon it. 
The Objector seems to be of opinion that the invoking a 
superior is essential to every kind of oath, I believe it is 
true that in all oaths taken by creatures, such invoking, 
either tacit or express, is a necessary circumstance, neces- 
sary to the very nature and definition of an oath so taken. 
If it be equally necessary and essential to every oath, as 
an oath; then it must be allowed, that God is but impro- 
perly or figuratively said to swear; as he is also im- 
properly or figuratively said to hear, or see, or wax tvrothy 
and the like. But I apprehend, that an oath means a 
solemn asseveration made as strong and binding as possi- 
ble, in order to beget f^th and confidence in others, or to 
procure a firm belief of what is so sworn to. When crea^ 
tures swear, nothing can make their asseveration so strong 
and binding, as the invoking of God to be both witness 
and avenger. This therefore is a necessary circumstance 
always supposed and implied in Metr oaths; because every 
thing is supposed and implied that can most confirm and 
strengthen the asseveration. In like manner, when God 
himself swears, or is said to swear, we are to suppose that 
he enforces and strengthens his asseveration as much as is 
possible, or as much as is proper to beget the highest 
trust and confidence in his revelations <^ : not hy invoking 
a superior, (for in this case, and in this only, it is imprac- 
ticable and absurd,) but by condescending to make use of 
human forms of swearing, with proper alterations, such 
as the case requires. God therefore swears by himself ^j 

' Heb. vi. 13. 

* Proinde, si et in promissionibna, ant comminationibos jurat, fidem in 
primordiia ardiiaxn cxtorqiiens, nihil Deo indi|pinm est quod efBcit Deo cre- 
dere. TertuU. adv. Marc, lib. ii. c. 26. p. 395. 

• Gen. xxii. 16. Exod. xxxii. 13. Jer. xxii. 5. Heb. ru 13. Isa. xlr. 2X 
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or by his great name ^, or by his life s, or by his right 
hand^, or by the arm of his strength^ j or by his holiness^, 
or his truth^, or his excellency ^j or any other of his attri- 
butes or perfections. The meaning and import of all which 
expressions amount very nearly to the same : namely, 
that God thereby declares the thing to be as certain as 
his own being and attributes are, and as firmly to be de- 
pended upon. This manner of speaking being more awful 
and solemn than a naked declaration, is so much the apter 
to jnake deep impressions upon the hearers, and to beget 
the strongest confidence. But besides that, there is a 
further use in it, in some cases^ for the distinguishing 
absolute and irrevocable decrees, from bare promises or 
threatenings suspended upon certain conditions, tacit or 
express. His general promises are under condition of the 
obedience of the persons whom he gives them to ; and his 
general threatenings are under condition of the impenitency 
of the persons threatened : but his suuom decrees are abso- 
lute and irrevocable, suspended on no conditions. 

Such is the end and use of those Divine asseverations^ 
which the Scripture frequently calls oaths and swearing. 
And I must own I see no reason why they should not be 
esteemed oaths properly so called, having in them all that 
is strictly necessary or essential to make up the general 
nature or definition of an oath. Accordingly, I would 
define an oath, in the general, to be a solemn asseveration 
made as strong as is possible to beget faith in others : which 
definition would take in both human and Divine oaths. 
An human oath is one thing, and an oathj .at large, is an- 
other. It is well known, the Pagans supposed that their 
Gods might swear ^ even their supreme God Jupiter ^^ as 
well as Htkt rest : which shows that the general idea to 

' Jer. xUr. 26. 

t Jer. li. 14. Nomb. xiv. 21, 28. Isa. xliz. 18. et passim, 
k Isa. Izii. 8. « lUd. 

k Amoa iv. 2. Ptelm Ixudx. 35. 
1 Paalm Ixzzix. 49. cxxxii. 11. 
" Amos yiii. 7. 

■ Homer. Iliad. O'. 37. See Vossins de Idololatria, lib. ii. c 81. 
VOL. VI. I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



114 JOSHUA IL 4. 

which mankind have affixed the name of swearingj means 
no more than what I have siud, and does not necessarily 
imply the ^^ invoking a superior/' Indeed^ the Pagans 
came but lamely off, in their theology, while they made 
tfadr greatest gods swear by Styx, (or Stygian lake,) 
reckoning it the highest and strongest oath their gods 
could have : which was blundering wretchedly, and talk- 
ing they knew not what. But the scriptural account of 
the Divine oaths is just and rational, clear of all ofience ; 
which might be an argument to our writer, if he would 
please to consider it, of the irtUh and divinity of our 
Scriptures, and that they were not contrived by man's 
device : for if they had, it is more than a hundred to one, 
but they would have blundered in this article, as much as 
the Pagan theology did. To conclude this head : if, after 
all, any one shduld dislike the general definition here 
given of an oath, yet let it be observed, that nothing ma- 
terial depends upon it; but it would be disputing only 
about words. 

Josh. II. 4. 
And thb woman took the two mbn, and hid 

THEM, AND SAID THUS, ThERB CAME MEN UNTO 
MB, BUT I WIST NOT WHENCE THBY WERE. 

The censure upon this passage is as follows ^ : *' When 
^* men find the harlot Rahab celebrated, even in the New 
'^ Testament, for lying to the government, and betraying 
^ her country to its most cruel enemies, are they not in 
^^ danger, if they find their advantage in it, and it is for 
*^ the service of those they judge to be true Israelites, to 
'^ do the same ?" Here are two charges against sacred 
Writ ; slanders b'oth, as usual : first, that it applauds Ra- 
hab for '^ lying to the government;" ^dly, that it com- 
mends her likewise for betraying her country. 

I. As to the first, how will this gentleman be ever able 
to prove that she is *^ celebrated in the New Testament 

• ChrUtianity as Old, &c. p. 263. 
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** for lying ?" He refers to Heb. xi. 31, and James lu 25. 
in which places I find that Rahab is celebrated for her 
faith and for her works; but not a word is there in com- 
mendation of her lying. The utmost that the Objector 
ought to have ssud^ if he had any regard to truth or rea- 
son, is, that a woman who had told an officious liej which 
was wrong, is celebrated notwithstanding for her other 
qualities, which were right and good. I wish this gentle<^ 
man, while he so ireely charges others with lyingy would 
himself take care to tell nothing but the truth. But what 
if Scripture commends Rahab for things truly commend- 
able; does it therefore follow that Scripture approves 
every word she spake, or every circumstance of doing 
what she did ? 

Some indeed have thought, that the telling an untruik 
in that case was justifiable, for the saving of the lives of 
two innoceni persons. Our Objector, of all men, should 
not have been thus severe upon the harlot Rahab, because 
hia own doctrine in p. 347. will fully clear her of all 
blame, nay, and make it her duty to do as she did. 

His words are so express, and so particularly adapted 
to the very case, that one would think he had had an eye 
to it ; repenting now of the injury he had done her in 
page 363, and designing to make her some amends for it. 
^' Must he not,'' says this gentleman, ^* be an ill man in- 
^* deed, who would not save an innocent person, by tellbig 
<^ his pursuer a falsehood ? This is a duty he owes both 
** to the pursuer and pursued p." Well s put but woman 
in for man, and see how aptly the apology will serve for 
Rahab. ^* Must she not be an ill woman indeed^ who 
*^ would not save two innocent persons, by telling their 
*^ pursuer a falsehood ? This is a duty she owed both to 
^* the pursuer and pursued." If therefore, as appears by 
this account, it was her duty to. tell a falsehood, lying 
perhaps will be too harsh a name for it, as including com«- 
Bxmly some moral obliquity in the very idea affixed to it. 

p ChristiaDity as Old, &c. p. 347. 
I 2 
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However that be, yet certain it ifr that Rahab must stand 
acquitted, yea and commended too, by this gentleman's 
casuistry, for saving two innocent persons by a falsehood. 
That the spies were very innocent men is a plain case. 
They had their governor Joshua's orders for what they 
did : and they knew that he had been set over them by 
appointment of God. Therefore Rabab, so far,, did right 
in saving two innocent persons by an untruthy if there was 
no other circumstance that could make it criminal. 

%. It is indeed pretended, that she therein betrayed her 
country, that is, the men of that country, the then present 
inhabitants : and if it be fact that she did thera an injury j 
or that she acted without sufficient authority, then let her 
stand condemned of traitorous practices. But I must do 
her the justice to observe, that she was deeply sensible 
that the high Lord of heaven and earth had given that 
land^ to Israel, and she acted under a full persuasion of 
k ; which faith of hers is the faith so commended in the 
nth to the Hebrews. Therefore, not doubting but that 
the God of the universe had an uncontrollable right to 
set up or to pull down, and to dispose of all kingdoms 
and countries according to his good pleasure, she judged 
it reasonable to obey God rather than man; and there- 
upon she endeavoured, as much as in her lay, to deliver 
up the land to the true owners, to those whom God, by 
his donation, had made the rightful proprietors. She had 
been treacherous both to God and them, if she had not 
done it, when she knew, as she there expressly says, that 
" the Lord had given them the land.'* 

The Objector however says, that ** it is not pretended 
*^ that the harlot had any special command for so doing'. 
But the harlot had what was equivalent to a special com- 
mand : she had sufficient intimations of what God intend- 
ed for his people Israol ; and she expressed her faith in 
him by saying, the Lord your God, he is God in 

HEAVEN ABOVE, AND IN EARTH BENEATH >• A glo- 

4 Josh. ii. 9. ' Christianity as Old, &c. p. 263. 

■ Josh. ii. 1 1. 
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rious confession ; which shows what principles she acted 
upon^ and that she had not only a full persuasion^ but a 
well-grounded one too, that she was then performing the 
mil of God. 

The sum then of the whole matter is this : two charges 
this gentleman has drawn up against Bahab: as to the 
first of them, viz. lyings he has himself acquitted her of 
all blame, by the law of nature^ and therefore should not 
have made it an article against Scripturey if Scripture had 
approved it, which yet does not appear. And as to the 
second, viz. the betraying her country, it is so far from being 
true, that she had been faithless towards God, and inju- 
rious towards man, if she had not done all that she fairly 
could, to deliver up the land to God's people Israel. As 
to others drawing her pracdce into precedent, the answer 
may be very short and full : when any one has as good 
reasons, or as clear a commission as she had, for delivering 
up any land, let them do as she did : but if they have no 
such reasons, and no such commission, then her practice 
is to them no precedent at all. Men may misapply ei- 
ther a text of Scripture, or any principle of reason, to 
wrong purposes : and if that be an argument against the 
use of Scripture, it is of equal force against the use of 
every thing else whatsoever. 

Josh. X. 12. 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibbon, &c. 

The Objector, referring tc^ this memorable part of his- 
tory, is pleased to ask^ *^ Was not the sun's standing 
f^ still for a whole day together at the command of Jo- 
^' shua, that he might have light enough to destroy his 
" enemies, a sufficient proof that they (the Canaanites) 
*' ought to have offered up their throats ?" He had asked 
a little before another question " : " l( the Israelites had a 
*' Divine commission to extirpate the Canaanites, ought 
^' not the Canaanites to have known it, to prevent their 

< Christianity as Old, &c. p. 275. " (bid. p. 274. 
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<' resisting men acting by a Divine comisissioD V* I am 
sorry that I must so often have occasion to observe of 
this gentleman, that while he pretends to be trying Scrips 
ture by reason^ he discovers little else but dull malice : as 
if there were no difference between a skmdirer of God's 
word and a fair examiner ; between a false accuser and 
an upright judge. A taunting kind of a way he is got 
into, without regard either to truth or decency* Here are 
no less than three opprobrious reflecdotis upon Scripture, 
or rather upon Divine wisdom, without any foundation. 
One, that the Canaanites had not dve notice given them 
that Israel acted upon Divine warrant. A second, that 
the sun stood still only to give ** light enough to de-^ 
" stroy." A third, that the Canaanites were to "offer up 
" their throats/' had they known how the case stood. 
All this is malevolent perverting Scripture, and abusii^ 
the readers. To come to particulars. 

I. As to the Canaanites wanting due notice; what kind 
(tf notice would this gentleman require ? It was God's 
design in raising up his people Israel, to make himself 
thereby known to aU the ends of the earth. The wonders 
be wrought in Egypt were no secret to other nations : 
and his bringing up his people in a body from thence 
was a public thing, done in the face of the worlds. Ra- 
hab the harlot soon understood, by what she had seen 
and heard, who the God of Israel was : and the Gibeon- 
ites, who themselves were Canaanites, having considered 
what had been done to Sihon king of the Amorites, and 
Og the king of Bashan, and what to Jericho, and to Ai, 
had the sense to know that God had given that land J it> 
Israel; and accordingly took care in time to compound 
for their own safety : which any other Canaanites also 
might have done, by submitting and becoming tributa^ 
ries^. What further notice would this gentleman have 
required in the case } Would he have bad a herald sent 



« Numb. xiv. 15, 21. 7 Josh. ix. 24. 

■ Deuti XX. 10, 11. Josh. *\. 19. 
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on purpose to proclaim in every village of Canaan, thait 
the God of Israel had commissioned his people to extir- 
pate them, if they did not immediately submit and come 
in ? Much would the Canaanites have regarded the God 
of Israel, had such a thing been done ! They had other 
gods of their own whom they trusted to, and whom they 
madly preferred. They would but have flouted the men- 
tion of the Crod of Israel, and have blasphemed the high 
name, as Pharaoh had done before, and Babshakeh did 
after, and as infidels do at this day. Nothing could con- 
vince such men but conquering them in a miraculous way, 
if that could do it. They had had warnings sufficient 
but would take no warnings, being headstrong, hardened, 
and incorrigible. God •* executed his judgments upon 
<^ them by little and little," (as the Book of Wisdom ob^ 
serves,) " ^ving them place of repentance, not being ig- 
** norant that they were a naughty generation, and that 
^^ their malice was bred in them, and that their cogitation 
** would never be changed*.'* So little reason is there 
for pretending that they had not due notice ^. 

%, As to the sun's standing still, only to give ** light 
" enough" for Joshua to destroy his enemies ; it is a poor 
suggestion, proceeding from a narrow mind. God had 
higher and larger views in all the miracles he wrought ; 
namely, to '* declare his glory among the heathen, and 
" his wonders among all people," to spread the know- 
ledge of the true God among all lands, and to diffuse a 
sense of religion over the wide world. Where has our 
author taken up his low and unworthy thoughts of the 
God of Israel ? Or how has he spent his time in reading 
Scripture, to make no better improvement ? 

3. As to the Canaanites being obliged to ** offer up 
'^ dieir throats," that again is a crude, ignorant thought. 
They were obliged to become tributaries^ if they pre- 
sendy submitted, and that was all : they were not utterly 
excluded the benefits of strangers and proselytes, if they 

• Wisdom nil. 10. ^ See Jenkins, fol. i. p. 57. 
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would timely accept of it<^. It is childish to talk of their 
coming to " offer up their throats." Who would ever 
expect it of criminals^ that they should not endeavour ei- 
ther by submissioTij or resistance^ or escape^ to save their 
lives ? Sure our author must think those Canaanites were 
very conscientious men, who, if they had but known of 
the Divine commission sent out to destroy them, would 
have come and have died with all the meekness, courage, 
and constancy oi martyrs. A likely matter! And yet that 
is the supposition he seem« to go upon, in pleading that 
they ought to have had more notice of the Divine com- 
mission, *' to prevent their resistance," or to prevent their 
claiming a right to save their lives, if they could. But 
since it is morally absurd to suppose that any criminals 
(much less such as they were) would have been so con- 
scientious or tame, he might much better have argued, 
that it would have been kind to have kept them entirely 
in the dark, that so they might the more innocently de- 
fend their lives ; which most of them certainly would do, 
right or wrong, when they could. 

But we are not yet come to the most sarcastical part, 
the most malicious taunt upon the God of Israel, for the 
sake of which the rest was brought in. He observes, 
that the sun's standing still ^Mid not happen till they 
** were defeated in Gibeon, and consequently till then, it 
'* could be no direction to them." And what if it was 
not ? They had intimation or direction enough besides^ 
and more than God owed them. But he goes on ; " And 
<' even after that, the Lord hardened their hearts, that 
<^ they should come against Israel in battle ^i." Now all 
is out, that he had been labouring so long with : and so 
we will inquire a little into the case of God's hardening 
their hearts. 



« See Grotius de Jur. Bell. lib. U. c. 13. aect 4. Jenkins, toI. i. p. 71, 72. 
Cleric, in Josh. iz. 7, 18. xi. 19. Indeed Le Clerc was once of a different 
opinion, for some reasons that looked plausible ; but, upon maturer conii- 
deration, changed his mind. See also Bishop Patrick on Dent. xx. 16. 
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When God is said to harden men's hearts, it is not to 
be imagined^ that he secredy influences their wills^ or 
suggests any stubborn Resolutions to their minds: but 
knowing how obstinately they are bent upon wickedness^ 
he judicially gives them up to their own madness, and 
lets them run headlong on to their certain undoing. If 
we may venture to declare more particularly, in what 
sense God might be said to have hardened their hearts, it 
was, very probably, by forbearing to strike terror into 
them; by giving them respite, and not pursuing them 
constimtly, and without remission. For after Joshua's 
second campaign, A. M. 2554 ^ the wars of Canaan were 
at a stand for three or four years. That remission, or de- 
lay on the side of Israel, encouraged the Canaanites to 
come up against Israel, A. M. 2558, with a most prodi* 
gious army, to their own destruction. And it is of what 
was done at that very time that Scripture says, '^ It was 
'' of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should 
" come up against Israel in battle, that he (Israel) might 
" destroy them utterly," &c. Thus also God hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh, by giving him respites, time after 
time, from the plagues he had been visited with. Such 
respites to honest and good men would have been salu- 
tary ; but to the obstinate and perverse, who abuse the 
mercies of God, they turn to their surer and sorer destruc- 
tion ^ 

There is nothing in this conduct, with respect to ill 
men, which can reasonably be thought unworthy of the 
Divine Majesty, or unbecoming his wisdom, justice, or 
goodness ; however the adversary may please to flout it, 
exposing himself in doing it. It must indeed be owned. 



• See Mr. Bedford's Scripture Chronology, p. 493. 

' Indorat cor Fharaonu ; sed meruerat in exitiom sabministrari, qi^ jam 
negaverat Deom ; qui jam legatoe ejus toties auperbus excuaserat, qui jam 
populo laborem operis adjecerat ; postremo, qua ^gyptius olim Deo reiu 
fberat gentilis idololatriaB, ibin et crooodilam dtina colena qnam Deam 
vimm. TertuU, adv. Marc, lib. ii. c. 14. conf. Grig. Pbilocal. cap. zxi. p. 
56, &c et cap. xxrii. p. 101, &c 
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there is some difficulty in the thing ; and a sober sennble 
man might modestly ask for some account of it. But for 
any one hereupon to iail to scoffing and drolling, in one 
of the gravest subjects, and upon the most serious book 
in the world, and in a case that concerns the most tre^- 
mendous Being, betrays such a profane levity of spirit, as 
there is no excuse for. God has sometimes remarkably 
punished affix>nts ofiered even io false religions, and idol 
deities, because religion in general is wounded by thems : 
so provoking and dangerous a thing Is it, to run riot and 
play the buffoon in these serious and weighty concern- 
ments. 

God's government of moral agents in a way suitable to 
his wisdom and their liberty, is a high and adorable sub- 
ject, which ought never to be thought of but with reve- 
rence, nor spoke of but with awful respect. There are 
few things we are less capable of seeing clearly into, so 
as to settle any thing a priori about them. " Hardly do 
** we guess aright at things that are upon the earth, and 
** with labour do we find the things that are before us : 
** but the things that are in heaven, who hath searched 
<« out ^ V* Yet some persons are perpetually telling us 
what God must do ; as if they werQ of his counsels, knew 
the secrets of heaven, or could " find out the Almighty to 
** perfection." Not that they know any thing more than 
#others, seldom so much; for superior confidence is no sign 
at all of superior understanding. But they have a turn to 
serve in all this parade: they have some conclusions to 
draw, where they can come at no premises ; and so it is 
to cover a petitio principii that they make so familiar 
with the tremendous Deity. If they were to say, they 
think so and so, and therefore it is so ; it would be plainly 
abusing the reader, and betraying thdr own poverty. Or 
if they were to say, that they think Divine vrisdom might 
have ordered thus and thus, (which in reality is all that 



V See PHdeaaz*8 ConueclSon, part I. p. 136. fol. edit 
^ Wisdom ix. 16. 
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their ailments amount to») then it would be seen plain- 
ly, that their reasoning rests only upon a fond persuasicn 
of their cum^ void of proof y which again is doing nothing. 
But to turn about, and put on a bold face, confidently 
bearing us down that God musi have appointed so and so, 
and could net do otherwise, unless defective in natural or 
moral capacity ; this (though it is only the same petitio 
principii put into a proikne dress, and as much begging 
the thing in question as before, yet) serves sometimes to 
amuse, or even to confound, a weak and unattentive reader. 
This therefore is the turn which modem unbelievers, want- 
ing principles to go upon, have commonly taken. The 
writer I am now concerned with is so pleased with it, 
and so fiill of it, that the argumentative part of his book 
(if any may be called so) rests in a manner entirely upon 
it. He can tell us roundly, upon very trifling pretences, 
that God ought to have given his revelation sooner than in 
fact be has, or not at all : that he ought to have spread it 
wider than he has done, or never to have published it : 
and that he ought to have made it perfect, absolutely per- 
fect, at once, or to have kept it to himself. These things 
he lays down dogmatically, without knowing, or ever 
considering, whether the pretended inconveniences he 
complains of, could have been prevented without admit- 
ting greater ; or whether, upon the whole, they have not 
been more than counterbalanced by much greater good ; 
that so nothing has been done but what, to one that 
knows all circumstances, was evidently the best and fittest 
to be done. However, from these and the Kke principles, 
or postulata, (as void of reason, as of decency and modes- 
ty,) and for which he has not one syllable of proof, he 
draws deductions, and forms conclusions, all built upon 
the sand : and so instead of logic, or syllogism, or close 
argument, (which be appears to be a stranger to,) he 
goes on romancing all the way, and tells us his dreams. 
For the sum of all ia no more than this : that if God be 
no wiser than be is, then things must have been so and 
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«o i : but if infinite wisdom sees farther than he does, then 
he has lus premises to seek, and must begin again. Were 
it a province at all fit for mortal man, to assume and dog- 
matize in the deep things of God^ no doubt but the wisest 
and ablest men should be singled out for such high and 
arduous employment. But such men know their duty 
and their distance, and have the discretion and modesty 
to forbear : for the more real and solid knowledge men 
have of God and of themselves, the more humble always 
and resigning. 

I shall just take notice farther, before I end the present 
digression, that that so familiar and irreverent way of dic- 
tating to God, and tying him down to the fond imaginations 
of weak man, has been one of the stale refuges of every 
baffled cause, when better arguments have been wanting. 
The Papists have often made use of it, to support their 
doctrine of the necessity of an infallible judge : for they 
argue, that a wise and good God must have appointed 
one. The Jews also, when at a loss for other premises 
to go upon, are used to plead that a wise and good God 
ought to have made it plainer in the Old Testament than 
in fact he has, that Jesus of Nazareth was to be the Mes- 
siah. The Socinians are great dealers in the same exor- 
bitant way, boasting of nothing less than Divine wisdom, 
but generally putting oiT their own conjectures for it. I 
observe also, that a modem writer, who has lately pub- 
lished a Discourse concerning Reason, is much addicted 
to the same practice, and too often, as well as too irreve- 
rently, ushers in his fancies under the awful cover and 
sanction of Divine wisdom, measuring it by his own* 
Strange, that those who upon every occasion almost be- 
tray a shortness of thought, insomuch that a man of ordi- 
nary sagacity, coming after them, can easily discover 
where their, attention failed, and where they slipped some 



* Sach was Marcion*fi way of argmng formerly: for which he is both 
8iD»rtly and justly corrected by Tertulliany contr. Marc lib. ii. c. 2. p. 292. 
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part of the account, should yet presume to be positive in 
the high things of God; where, if they happen but to 
come short in any one material article which Grod sees 
more than they, or but to take it in any different light 
from what it appears in to the Divine mind, all that they 
pretend to, resolves only into airy speculation and vain 
amusement : but for the presumption they are guilty of, 
they must answer. 

There is indeed a sober and a just way of arguing from 
Divine wisdom or goodness, in some very plsun and short 
cases, where we have light enough to go by, and where 
we have a competent view of the whole question, or when 
we argue on the side of certain fact. But the extravagant 
lengths which some have run, in that channel of argument, 
and in cases too intricate and obscure for natural reason 
to see halfway into, have done great mischief to religion, 
and to science too, and are as much faults in reasoning, as 
they are offences against modesty and true piety. All 
pretended arguments against plain Scripture facts, or 
plain Scripture declarations, are empty fallacies, good for 
nothing. The sitting down to consider what God ought 
to do, or must do, without first inquiring what he has 
done, is preposterous and absurd : it is entering upon 
what is dark and obscure first, in order to come at what is 
clear; it is beginning at the wrong end, and regulating 
Divine wisdom by ours, instead of regulating ours by his. 
In short, it is paying a proud compliment to ourselves in 
the first place, instead of humbly offering up the first ho- 
nours to God. I must again beg my reader's pardon for 
thus digressing a little from the text, though not from 
my purpose ; and now I return. 

Josh. XVI. lo. 
And thbt dravb not out the Canaanitbs 

THAT dwelt in GeZER, &C. 

The reflection here is, ^ that ** though it is said, that 
k ChristiaDity u Old, &c. p. 275. 
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^' THE LIVING God is AMONO TOUy AMD THAT HB 
** WILL NOT FAIL TO DRIVE OUT FROM BEFORE 

<< YOU THE CanaanitbSi &c. ^ yet Israel oould not 
^* drive them out of several places : and in one iostanoe 
** it is said. The Lord was with Judah, and he 

'< DRAVE OUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE MOUN* 
'^ TAINS, BUT COULD NOT DRIVE OUT THE INHA- 
^' BITANTS OF THE VALLEY, BECAUSE THEY HAD 

" CHARIOTS OF IRON™.*' What the Objector would 
insinuate from all is, that the Israelites, though God was 
with them to assist, them, were not able, even by such as* 
sistance, to drive out the Canaanites. But the truth is, 
that the Israelites were able, and might, with God's as- 
sistance have totally routed and destroyed the Canaan- 
ites; only they virere slothful, or faint-hearted, or had 
corrupt views of their own, and so did not exert to the 
utmost for the destroying the Canaanites, as God had 
commanded «. Instead of that, they foolishly and wick- 
edly made leagues with some of the inhabitants of Ca- 
naan, upon which God was angry with them, and there- 
upon determined, for a punishment of such default, to 
leave some Canaanites amongst them, which should be as 
^^ thorns in their sides %'* and *^ a snare" unto them. There 
was a time when they might have driven them all out, all 
that should resist; and they ought to have done it: but 
as they slipped the opportunity, through sloth, or avarice, 
or a distrust of God's power, or other bad principle, they 
afterwards could not. God would not assist them in 
their late endeavours, because they had refused to accept 
of his assistance at the proper season, when they m^t 
have done any thing. Such may be the account of that 
whole matter, if our rendering of Judges i. 19. be right. 
** They could not drive out, &c." either because they at- 
tempted it too late, or because they yet wanted &ith in 
God. 



I Josh. m. 10. " Judges i. 19. ■ Josh. ziii. 6. ztu. 18. 

• Josh, xxiii. 13. Judges ii. 1, 2, 3. 
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But after all^ I do not think that we have any occasion 
for this solution in relation to Judges i. 19. because the 
pretended difficulty is no difficulty, if the Hebrew words 
floay admit of another and a better rendering. The force 
of the objection lies only in the worda, could not ; which 
are not in the Hebrew at all, but are supplied by the 
translatorsy to fill up, as they supposed, an elliptical form 
of speech. The Hebrew, literally rendered, is no more 
than this: He (Judah) drave out (those of) the 

MOUNTAIN, BUT NOT DRIVE OUT, Thepo is an 

ellipsis of some verb or other that should fill up the sen- 
tence^ as is very frequent before the infinitive with lamed?. 
It might be S£dd, durst not^ would not, did not, or the like, 
as well as could not, if the translators had so pleased. 
They supposed the verb 73*» to be understood, rendering 
it as if it bad been hy^ vhf he could not^ like as in Joshua 
xvii. 12. But we may as reasonably fill up the blank 
with another verb, namely ^D\ a verb which goes along 
with the same infinitive (as we suppose here) in Judges ii. 
21. So then the sense and the rendering will be, he (Ju- 
dah) proceeded not to drive out &c.^ which answers all 
difficulties, and makes the sense complete. It was Ju- 
dah'a fault, that he was terrified with the iron chariots^ 
and durst not proceed to attack the inhabitants of the vaZ* 
fey. 

Perhaps the Objector will hereupon exdaim, as he has 
lately done ', and say, '* how frequently do Divines, to 
ff s^rve a present purpose, find ikult with the English 
** word of God/' It may be so, and to very good pur* 
pose ! for Divines have a right to do it, because they know 
what they do. But what pretence have those who are no 
Divines to pass any censure at all in matters which they 
do not understand ? But I proceed. 

p See Noldius's Concord, p. 473. 

4 Jnniiu and Tremellins render, nonj»«rrejri< txpeUere, Just as tlie^ render 
Jiidges li. 21. tumpergam exptUere. 
' Second Address, &c. p. 85. 
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Judges III. ao, 3i. 
And Ehud said, I have a message from God 

UNTO THEE. AnD HE AROSE OUT OF HIS SEAT. AnD 

Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the 
dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it 
into his belly. 

The Objector hereupon is pleased to say', ** How 
** many precedents, besides that of Ehud, (who, on a 
** message from the Lord, stabbed the king, to whom his 
" people sent him with a present,) did the Popish priests 
'^ plead from the Old Testament, for the assassination of 
** the two Henries of France V 

Well: be it so. What is the inference? An honest 
and sensible man would say, that from thence may be in- 
ferred, what wicked and perverse reasoners some Popish 
priests have been or may be : but our Objector's infer^ 
ence, which he every where carefully inculcates, is, there- 
fore away with the Bible, and all external revelation, and 
trust solely to the light of nature, to your natural parts 
and improvements. A man that can argue thus weakly 
and thus wickedly, may be a fit companion for such 
Popish priests, but can never be a fit person to reprove 
them. How is Scripture at all to blame, for men's per- 
verting it to an ill use (as they may any thing) through 
their own depravity ? 

The Popish assassins wanted the very principal thing 
which Ehud had, namely, a Divine commission. The 
text expressly says, the Lord raised up Ehud<: 
and it is well known that all the deliverances which the 
Jews had under the Judges were directed and conducted 
by the immediate hand of God, according as the people, 
by their repentance, became fit to receive them. But did 
the Lord raise up the Popish assassins ? Or was there any 
special direction sent them from heaven ? A Divine war- 
rant, in such a case, is a clear foundation to go upon ; 

• ChriitiAiiity as OM, &c p. 264. • Judges iii, 15. 
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and that Ehud bad. But is it therefore any precedent for 
others to act upon, who have no Divine warrant at aU^ 
but quite the contrary ? What is reason and understand- 
ing given us for, but to distinguish upon cases and cir- 
cumstances ? If the Objector is afraid of men's making 
an ill use of pretended precedents, (which are no prece- 
dents,) let him advise his readers to be honest, and to rea* 
son fairly and jnstly, without bias or corrupt affection. 
That is the true course to be taken in such cases : not to 
plead for throwing Scripture aside, (which is wrong judg- 
ing and false reasoning,} but to interpret it with care and 
conscience; and then all will be right. This gentleman 
boasts much of reason; and an excellent thing he will find 
it to be, whenever he becomes acquainted with it : let 
bim either talk less of it, or use it more. For as often as 
he runs against Scripture, he runs as much against reason; 
and renounces his logic and his Jaith at the same time. 
Scripture and reason are inseparable friends, which stand 
and fall together, wherever both are once known. Reason 
takes in Scripture, and rejoices in it, as the eye does in 
light : a man that follows the just conclusions of reason 
never can be an infideL 

Judo. IV. 21. 
Then Jael, Hebbr's wife, took a nail of the 

TENT, &C. 

The story of Jael's slaying Sisera is a well-known 
story, and could not escape our author's censure ; who 
says u, that she had no *^ special command for an act of 
<' the highest treachery: for which, because it served the 
** interest of Israel, she is declared by^the Prophetess De- 
^^ borab to be blbssbd above women <•'' 

Yet it seems that Meroz was then cursedv, and by the 
'* angel of the Lord" too, for not being zealous, as Jael 
the wife of Heber was, in the Lord*s cause : which I col- 



• Oiristianity as Old, &c. p. 263. * Judges ▼. 24. 

r Judges t. 23. 
VOL. VI. K 
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lect from the opposition there appears to be between the 
curse in verse 23, and the blessing in verse 24. So the 
author may make his charge, if he pleases, not only 
against Deborah and Jael, but against the angel also. 
However, I make no question but a fair account may be 
given of the whole thing : or if, for want of light into all 
circumstances, we may happen to come short, yet the 
presumption certainly will lie on the side of Deborah, 
and the <' angel of the Lord,^' against any man's judg- 
ment whatsoever, and is alone sufficient to decide the 
doubt. 

I. I observe first, that it was prophesied beforehand, 
in relation to this &ct of Jael's, that the Lord should 

SBLL SiSBRA INTO THE HAND OF A WOMAN. And 

this was intended for a rebuke and a punishment to Barak 
for his backwardness, that he refused to go to war, imless 
Deborah would go with him : for she said to him <, thb 

JOURNBT THAT THOU TAKBST (or rather, THE WAT 

THOU TAKBST; this behavwuT of ihme^, viz. in refusing 
to go without me) shall not bb for thine ho- 
nour : for the Lord shall sell Sisera into 
THE HAND OF A WOMAN. Which was to intimate^ 
that since Barak so much insisted upon a woman's attend- 
ing him to the battle, a woman should divide the honour 
of the day with him : and so it proved. 

a. 'We are next to consider, that what is done in very 
uncommon cases, and upon occasions very extraordinary, 
is not to be judged of by common rules. The Israelites 
had been under servitude now twenty years, during which 
time the oppressors im^ned that their conquests over. 
Israel were so many conquests over the God of Israel, aa. 
was natural enough to think. But now the time was 
come for God to manifest himself in a signal manner, and 
to make the world know that his power was paramount 
to every thing, and that be was ** above all gods.'' The 



> Judges iv. 9. 

• Ratio qua te geris. Cleric in Ioc» And see Patrick. 
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battle to be that day fought was the Ijyrd*s battUy and the 
cause to be maintuned was the Lnrd^s cause. Any cold- 
ness (where help might be expected) was interpreted a 
kind of deserting the true God; as in the case of Meroz, 
who " came not to the help of the Lord/' Neutrality 
or faintness in as many as owned the God of Israel, at 
such a time, was criminal. It is a poor thought to ima- 
gine, that the fkvours done to the people of Israel were 
for the sake only of that people. They were raised up, 
and placed in the view of the whole world, to be, as it 
were, God's throne, or theatre, whereon to display his 
wonders, and to proclaim his power to all the heathen 
countries round about. This was the Divine method of 
spreading the knowledge of himself among mankind, that 
the idolatrous nations might thereby learn and know (if 
disposed to attend to it) that he^ and he only, was the 
true God. I say then, that God showed by his prodigies, 
during the battle of that day, that his honour was nearly 
concerned in it; besides that • a forty years' rest to his 
people depended upon it. In these circumstances, Jael 
acted her part on the side of the God of Israel^ to whom 
she was infinitely more obliged than she could be either 
to the enemy's captain Sisera, or to Jabin king of Hazon 
Jt can scarce be doubted, but that Jael had some Divine 
direction or impulse to stir her up to do what she did. 
The enterprise was exceeding bold and hazardous, above 
the courage of her sex : and one would think that, had 
she .been left to herself, she would have been content to 
let Sisera have lain there, tiU Barak should come and sur- 
prise him, who was then pursuing him. The resolution 
she took appears very extraordinary, and so has the 
marks and tokens of its being from the extraordinary 
hand of God. In this view all is clear and right : and the 
Objector will not be able to prove there was any treachery 
in it. For she ought to obey God rather than man: and 
all obligations to man cease when brought in competition 
with our higher obligations towards God^. 
k Wits. MiacelUn. torn. i. p. 352. 
K 2 
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JUDG. IX. 13. 

And thb vinb said unto thbm, Should I 

LEAVE liY WINE, WHICH CHBSRSTH GOD AND MAN, 
AND GO TO BE PROMOTED OVBR THB TRBB8 ? 

Whereupon the Objector says c, " What strange no- 
*^ tions must the bulk of mankind, could not their reason 
'< direct them right, have of the Supreme Being, when 
^ it is said, that wine chebrbth both God and 
<' MAN ?" We desire as much reason as possible to direci 
us righi. But there is no reason at all in the inference 
which the author constantly aims at; namely, to reject 
Scripture^ and to abide by reason alone. If he meant 
only, that men should in every thing make use of the 
reason which God had given them, (a point which no- 
body ever called in question,) why did he write all the te^ 
dious impertinence he has filled his book with ? His de- 
sign plainly is to teach us, not that reason is useful in in- 
terpreting Scripture, (whieh none can doubt of,) but that 
it is alone sufficient for every thing without Scripture ; in 
which assertion he runs directly against reason, because 
no man with reason can reject Scripture: for reason duly at- 
tended to, as I before hinted, leads to Scripture, and takes 
Scripture in with it. But to return to our text. *The Ob^ 
Jector would insinuate, that Scripture here suggests false 
and unworthy notions of the Supreme Being. He does 
not tell his readers that the words are part of a parable, 
ingeniously contrived by Jotham, the only then surviving 
son of Gideon. In a pamble, or fiction, every word or 
sentence is not to be interpreted with utmost rigour; un- 
less we are to take it to be Scripture doctrine, that trees 
could talk« Jotham, to represent the forwardness and 
self-assurance of foolish persons, in undertaking high 
things which wiser and better men would decline, brings 
in a fable f setting forth how the oltve^treef the fig-tree, 
and the vifie, and all the choice trees, had modestly re- 

^ Christiattity as Old, &c. p. 251. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JUDGES XI. 30. 133 

fused a province not proper for them ; but that the Iram" 
ble, the unfittest of all, bad accepted it notwithstanding, 
and was like to perform accordingly* Now the words 
here cited are the words of the vin^, and probably run 
upon a Pagan hypothesis, allowable in sl fable or apologue. 
So Castalio, Le Clerc, and others interpret the place: 
and they render the words, not God and man, but gods 
and men, which is better. Perhaps in such a kind of fiction, 
though it had a serious mpral, it might be thought more 
decent to use the Pagan style of gods and men^ than to in- 
troduce the true God, either by name or bjk implication: 
or Jotham, speaking to the idolatrous Sichemites, might 
adapt his speech to their notions, the better to be under- 
stood by them. 

There is another construction which some have recom- 
mended, namely, that wine cheereth both high and low, 
elohim and anashimy princes andrpeasants ; or else, princes 
and persons of quality. This last construction is main- 
tained by Le Cene, and his translator Ross<^. But I pre- 
fer the interpretation of Le Clerc above mentioned. 

Judo. XL 30. 

And Jephthah vowbd a vow unto thb Lord, 
&c. 

Jephthah's vow has been a subject of much debate ia 
the learned world. However the more disputable points 
be determined, the Objector will never be able to prove 
what he aims at^, viz. that the God of Israel commanded 
or countenanced human sacrifices. Those that interpret 
that vow in the harshest sense call it rash or impious ; 
and they censure Jephthah, as ignorant of the law of God* 
Others, who think the vow capable of a milder construc- 
tion, acquit both the Scripture and Jephthah of all impu- 
tation in that afiair. It would be tedious to enter into the 
detail of that matter ; and it is needless, after what has 

' RoM*s Essay for a New Translation of the Hible, p. 122. 
* Chilitlanity as Old, &c. p. 96. 
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been done by many learned men^ to whose labours I can 
add nothing. What is most probable is^ that Jephthah 
did not sacrifice his daughter^ nor intend any such thing. 
The words of the vow do not necessarily require it, since 
the Hebrew may be rendered, or I will offer^ &c. as our 
margin renders, instead of, and I will offer ^ &c. All that 
is certain is, that he did devote her to the Lord; the result 
whereof probably was, that she was to continue a virgin 
all her days, and to serve in such a way as females might, 
for the use of the sanctuary; as in spinning, weaving, 
making vestments for the priests and Levites ; or in grind- 
ing wheat, kneading flour, baking bread, or the like. Such 
kind of services, probably, she was condemned to for life. 
And thus was the vow executed. The reasons for this in- 
terpretation are produced at large by Le Clerc ; and the 
chief of them are briefly summed up by Mr. Bedfords; 
whose words, because they are much to the purpose, and 
will not be long in transcribing, I shall here lay before the 
reader. 

I. '^ If he had sacrificed her, the Scripture would, witb- 
** out doubt, have censured it as a very wicked and in- 
*^ human act. 

a. ^ In such a case, he would not have let her go up 
<* and down upon the mountains for two months : for he 
^^ might suppose, that she would never have returned, 
<< and then be could not have done as he had vowed. 

3. <^ If she had gone upon the mountains, it would have 
^' been to bewail her untimely end^ whereas all that she 
^* proposed was to bewail her virginity. . 

4. ''The sacred story seems to favour this interpret 
'' tation : that at the end of two months she returned to 
^ her father, who did with her according to his vow that 

' Le Qerc and Pbtiidi on the text Jenkins's Reasonableness* &c toLiL 
cap. 18. Selden de Jure Nat et Gent lib. W. cap. 11. Pfeiffer. Dob. Vexat 
Centar. U. Loc. 60. p. 393. Id this last anthor are nnmberod up moat of the 
writers, Jews and Christiana, that have declared tiiemselTes eidier way upon 
Che question. Himself takes the harshest ride. ' 

s Bedford's Scripture Qironology, p. 522. 
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*< he had vowed ; the consequence of which is immediately 
*^ added, and she knew no man. This was a great trouble 
*' to Jephthah, because by this means his family was ex- 
*' tinct, and he had no issue to inherit his estate, or keep 
'* his name in remembrance." 

I shall hereto subjoin an observation which I borrow 
from Le Clerc, that though Jephthah might, by the Levi- 
tical Law, have redeemed her even firom this servUude and 
single state; yet, probably, being a very religious man, he 
was scrupulous in the matter, having made his vow in so 
solemn a manner, and on so public an occasion ; and he 
might think it mean, in a person of his distinction, to re- 
deem so precious a treasure as an only daughter, at the 
low legal price of thirty shekels. 

I shall only add &rther, since the Objector seems to lay 
a great stress upon the maid's being yearly mourned for^, 
as dead, that the Hebrew words may be translated, as the 
margin reads, they went yearly to talk with > the daughter 
of Jephthah^ : and if that be the true rendering, the text 
itself will be a proof that she was not sacrificed, but was 
still alive. 

This construction, 1 own, is doubtful: but then the 
other is more so: so that this at least we are certain of, 
that the Objector cannot prove his point. 

I Sam. VL 19. 
And hb sm otb the men op Bethshbmbsh, be- 
cause THET HAD LOOKED INTO THE ARK OF THE 

Lord, even he smote of the people fifty 
thousand and threb6core and ten men. 

So stand the words in our translation. The Objector 
takes notice of them only in passing, and in this manner : 
** 1 What holiness, either real or relative, would the ark 
*' now have ? Though it once had such legal holiness, 

k arUtiAoity as OM, &c. p. 96. 

* See Le Clerc in loc. Ross's E«ay for a New Translation^ p. 68, &c. 

^ Jodg. zi. 40. 1 Christianity as Old, &c. p. 174. 

K4 
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^' that more than fifty thousand reapers were destroyed 
<< for peejMng into it/' He says no more; but that be in- 
troduced this passage to banter and expose it, cannot be 
doubted; because in the same place he ridicules the no* 
tion of relative holiness, telling us^ that '' all the relative 
*' holiness which concerns public worship, whether as to 
<« persons, places, or things, must be derived from the 
*^ congregation ;'' instead of saying, what is truth, that it 
b derived from God, and stands in the relation which 
things consecrated bear to him. But I design not here to 
enter into the question about rehiive holiness"^, which is 
foreign to my purpose. All I observe is, that when he 
was endeavouring to banter away all just sense of relalwe 
holiness, it was bantering Scripture too, to tell us that fifty 
thousand persons were destroyed on the account of the 
relative holiness of the ark. The men of Bethsbemesb 
(several of them)' were indbed destroyed for want of reve- 
rence towards God's holy ark : not fifty thousand, (as the 
translation says,) but sbybntt men, out of fifty 
THOUSAND mbn; which is a juster rendering of the 
Hebrew, and is well defended by Le Clerc in his com- 
ments upon the text. Bochart had before led the way ° 
towards the correcting the common translations, render- 
ing the words thus, sbybntt mbn ; viz* fifty out 
OF A thousand mbn, a twentieth part, reckoning the 
whole but fourteen hundred. That was a much better 
rendering than the common translations ; and his reason- 
ings upon the text afforded great light to all that came 
after. Le Clerc's will suit as well with the letter of the 
Hebrew^ and appears more naiural, and less perplexed. 
These things the Objector might have known, and would 
have considered, had he been as much disposed to examine 
Scripture by reason, as he is to expose it by abusive re«- 
flections. 

" See Mede, b. i. diso. 2. p. 14, &c. 
• Bochart, Hiero*. torn. i. p. 370. 
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1 Sam, VIII. 7. 
And the Lord *said unto Samuel, Hearken 

UNTO THE voice OP THE PEOPLE IN ALL THAT 
THET SAT UNTO THEE: FOR THET HAVE NOT RE- 
JECTED THEE, BUT THET HAVE REJECTED ME| THAT 
I SHOULD NOT REION OVER THEM. 

The Objector <> produces this part of Scripture to coun- 
tenance some crude speculations be has entertained in 
theology and politics; and which were proposed many 
years ago by the author of the Rights, and abundantly 
confuted by learned hands. But let us hear what this 
gentleman now says: "The Jews — being upon their 
•* coming out of Egypt a free people, had a right, by the 
<' law of nature, to choose what government and governor 
" they pleased." * 

That is to say ; if God should not interpose to appoint 
them any government or governor, they were at liberty to 
choose for themselves : by the permissive law of nature, 
(not preceptive^) they had such liberty, till God should 
otherwise restrain it. Admitted: and what then? He 
goes on. " God would not act so inconsistent a part as 
<* to deprive them of any of those rights he had given 
'* them by the law of nature." No : as he had given them 
an hypothetical or conditional right to choose for them- 
selves, (if himself should not interpose to choose for them,) 
so he could never act so *' inconsistent a part," as to pre- 
clude them that right so limited and so conditioned. That is 
to say, he could not be so inconsistent as not to leave them 
at liberty while he left them at liberty, or not to leave 
them free so far as he left them free. Well 5 what fol- 
lows ? '^ Therefore he did not take upon him the civil ad- 
^ ministration of their afiairs, till he had obtained their 
** express consent." Ridiculous ! He could never want 
their consent, because he never gave away, never could 
give away, his right of appointing them both government 

• Christimiity as Old, &c. p. U3. 
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and goveraors : a right which be exercised afterwards id 
appointing them Saul first, and next David for their king, 
notwithstanding the pretended naiufal liberty. They were 
free by the law of nature while God left them free, and no 
longer; because their freedom stood only in his non-inter- 
positjoa. It was impossible for God to give his right 
away : for he has an unalienable right to dispose of all 
kingdoms; insomuch that when he leaves the people to 
choose for themselves, it is still God that appoints both 
the governor and government. Vox populiy in that case, is 
vox Dei ; he appoints by them : and the choice of the peo- 
ple has no other force or weight with it, but as it is con- 
sidered as the means by which God sets the government 
up, and in that alone does it stand. Therefore if God took 
their consent j (as he has been pleased to transact . more 
covenants than one with men,) it was not because he had 
no right to demand it, or because they had any right to 
refuse it, but because he was pleased to condescend to hu- 
man forms in bis dealings with men, and to bind them the 
closer to him by federal as well as natural obligations. 
But this writer proceeds : ** So that here he acted not as 
** governor of the universe, but by a power derived from 
" the people by virtue of the Horeb covenant." Worse 
than ever. This doctrine is neither true nor possibles but 
all over contradictory and absurd. When the people have 
a right to choose their governor, that right (as I before 
hinted) is God's, otherwise it is no right, nor has any 
effect : and when the people have so chosen their governor, 
lie rules by Divine right, as the law of nature is God^s law; 
and by that law he is then fixed in his throne, and has a 
right to rule. What therefore can our author mean by 
pretending, that God ruled by '' a power derived from the 
'^ people?" Suppose him to have condescended to accept 
of such an oiGce conveyed by choice^ and by covenant, in 
the manner of an earthly king ; yet covenants convey a 
right only as God binds men by his law (natural) to ob- 
serve them ; and so a Divine right commences from the 
time the covenant commences. Well then, in the result, 
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God reigned over the people by a right conveyed from 
himself to himself by the intervention of the people's 
choice. This is all that can in common sense be made of 
it. He appointed himself their Governor in that way, over 
and above what he was before : and his power could not 
be derived from any one but from himself^ because ** all 
*^ power is of God.*' All other rightful governors (whether 
by election, or succession, or extraordinary appointment) 
act and rule for God, are his vicegerents and deputies : 
and they exercise his power and authority. Certainly 
then, if he pleases to exercise the same in person, and to 
be, as it were, his own deputy, his power cannot be derived 
to him firom any other source but from the same fountain 
of power from whence all power is. 

But the Objector has a turn to serve by all this parade 
about the Horeh contract^ as appears by what follows: 
^^ And the presumption is, that where there is no such 
** contract, God will not exercise such a power.'' No, not 
such jpecuz/ kingly power as he exercised among the Jews, 
during their theocracy : that may be granted. But the au- 
thor means, that be will issue out no oceanonal precepts, 
no positive commands. And what ground is there for 
such a presumption ? Did he not issue out positive com- 
mands to Adam, and to Noah, and to Abraham, and many 
others, long before the Jewish theocracy f His power and 
right of doing it is founded in his being Creator and Pre* 
server of all things, and King of the whole earth : and all 
the sons of Adam are naturally and necessarily bom his 
subjects. If the king of Great Britun should condescend 
to be chosen governor in special over a petty corporation 
within his dominions, would that shorten or diminish his 
regal power, either over the members of that corporation, 
considered as his subjects, or over any other his subjects 
throughout the realm ? No certdnly. There is therefore 
no force at all in this author's argument, drawn irom the 
Horeb contract : but the question about God's right to 
give positive laws stands as before, independent of it. 
God does not want our leave for the making of a law, 
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neither needs he to wait for our acceptance^ to render it 
valid. P For though he enacts laws for the good only of 
his subjects^ yet he will be the judge of what is for their 
good : and I presume^ his infinite wisdom, and his supe- 
riority over us, are efficient to support Ins title* I forgot 
to note how the author here blundered in supposing the 
God of Israel to be Godf (arguing from it,) whom yet at 
other times he blasphemes. 

I Sam. XV. 2, 3. 
Thus saith thb Lord of hosts; I remembbr 

THAT WHICH AmALEK DID TO ISRABL<], HOW HB 
LAID WAIT FOR HIM IN THE WAY, WHEN HE CAME 

UP FROM Egypt. Now 00 and smite Amal^k, 
&c* 

The censure passed hereupon is as follows'. '^What 
*^ prince can ever want a pretence of going to war, and 
^* totally extirpating those he invades, when he sees Saul 
** was commanded by God to destroy the Amalekites, 
*' men and women, infants and sucklings, ox and sheep, 
^^ camel and ass, for an injury done tour hundred years 
'< before ? And how for sparing Agag, (whom Samuel 
^< hewed to pieces before the Lord,) and preserving some 
^^ of the cattle for sacrifice, the Lord rejected him from 
^^. being king, nay, ordered Samuel, lest Saul should sus- 
** pect the design, to pretend a sacrifice, when he sent him 
" to anoint David?" 

See how this ungodly man takes upon him to dispute 
against the Lord of the whole earth: Julian or Rab- 
shakeh could not have done more. One would think, 
when men can run such desperate lengths, that they bad 
many and strong demonstrations to trust to : but let the 
reader judge, by the specimen I have last recited. When 

p Mr. Hobbes's and Spuiow's weak pretences to prove that God's soT^reigo 
dominion ovei'incn is founded in their ctmtent, are confuted in Puffendorf, 
b. ill. chap. 4. sect. 4. p. 254. 

<i Exod. xFii. 8. Numb. xxW, 20. Deut. xxv. 17. 

r Clinstianity as Old, &c p. 273. 
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any thing is reported in Scripture which this writer does- 
not like, though reported as done by special order from 
God, he immediately concludes, that here is a precedent 
set for doing the same thing without such special order : 
as if men were as unthinking as brute creatures, and could 
not distinguish between acting with commission and act- 
ing without one ; between having good authority for what 
they do, and having none. What is it by which any one 
can justify his own actions before God and the world, but 
this^ that he had sufficient warrant for doing as he has 
done } And what is it by which we condemn several other 
actions, but this, that the actors had no warrant for 
them? 

Now as to what was done to the Amalekites, there was 
God's express order for it : and what can we desire more 
than an order from heaven ? As to God^s dealings with 
nations in the way of vindictive justice, we are not com- 
petent judges of every case, because we have not the 
whole of the matter Idd before us, to form a judgment by : 
for we f^ infinitely short of that large comprehensive 
view of all circumstances, which the great Governor of 
the universe has before him. But this we may presume 
to say, as to the case of the Amalekites, that considering 
how they had all along been inveterate adversaries towards 
the people of God, (raised up to reform the world,) and 
how they bad very probably been wicked also in other 
respects, like the Canaanites ; it was a great instance of 
God's long-suffering, that he bore with them so long, 
and that he waited four hundred years for their repent* 
ance> before he destroyed them : so far is it irom being 
any imputation upon his goodness, that he at length did 
so. 

It may be noted of the Amalekites, that they were de- 
scendants of Esau", and therefore were by pedigree allied 
to the Israelites, of the stock of Abraham. They seem to 

• Gen. xxxvi. 12. 
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have broke off very early irom the other Edomites, joining 
with the old Horites S idolaters of mount Seir : to that 
the Amalekites soon apostatized from the religion of 
Abraham. These apostates were the^i^ that drew sword 
against the Israelites, (brethren in blood,) and they did it 
unprovokedj barbarously taking advantage of them, by 
coming at the back of them, at a time when they were 
feeblcy fainif and weary ^^ which was great inhumanitf* 
Besides, their impiety is particularly taken notice of in 
Scripture, that they <* feared not God'," but that their 
kand was lift up '' agunst the throne of the Lord 7," against 
the throne of the God of Abraham their father; which 
was an aggravating circumstance. Seeing therefore that 
there was such a complication of iU^naturey inhumanity^ 
treachery^ and flagrant impiety^ in what the Amalekites 
did, it pleased God to set a brand of the highest infamy 
upon them, and to take the most exemplary vengeance of 
them, to create the utmost abhorrence of such practices in 
the minds of all men. Their descendants seem to have 
inherited the like temper and principles with t^ir fathers, 
the same rancor agunst Israel ', and the same opposition 
to Grod's great and glorious designs by Israel. It does not 
follow from God's assigning one reason only for destroy- 
ing the Amalekites, that that was the sole reason : bat 
that was sufficient to be mentioned to the Israelites, aa 
they had concern in no more : the rest he might reserve 
to himself among the arcana imperiif which he was -not 
obliged to divulge either to Israel his own people, or to 
any creature whatever. 

No prince that has not such a Divine commbsion as 
Saul had, can make any just pretence from this instance, 

« See Cunbeflua'i Grig. Aatiq. p. 118» 134, 138. 

« DeaL zzr. 18, 19. > Deat xxr, 19. 

r Ezod. xrii. 16. So 1 andentend the lext, with onr iiMii{iiitl tnnsktioa, 
and lereral judidoot interpretera, as Patrick particulariy, and, in tiie maio» 
Le Oere. See alao Lakemadier'a 01»enrat FUlolog. toL ii. p. 18. 

« Judg. iii. 13. Yi. 3, 33. Tii. 12. z. 12. 
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for so invadiDg or so extirpating any nation : but vain or 
wicked pretences may be always made^ either from ^py 
thing, or^br any thing. 

As to Samuers pretending a sacrifice, it was a just pre- 
tence, and a true one : for he did offer sacrifices as God 
had commanded him. And what if he had a farther in- 
tention, was he bound to declare all he knew, or to dis- 
close to every man the whole of his errand ? Secrecy is of 
great use in all important negociations : and the conceal- 
ing one design by going upon another, (to prevent giving 
ofience, or other worse mischief,) is as righteous and as 
laudable a practice, as the drawing a curtwi to keep off 
qpies. The making one good design the cover for a better^ 
is doing two good things at once, and both in a proper 
way : and though men have been blamed, and very justly, 
for using acts of religion as a cloak for iniquity j yet I have 
never heard that there could be any thing amiss. in per- 
forming one act of obedience towards God, in order to fa- 
dlitate the performing of another. If the author has no 
better arguments than these, he might more prudently 
forbear insulting the God of Israel, for fear he should 
prove at length to be (as indeed he is) the God of the 
whole universe, and a just avenger. 

I Sam. XXV. 
The Objector, taking occasion from what is related in 
this chapter, is pleased to exercise his abusive talent upon 
good king David; whom (as if he had a mind to outdo 
Doeg or Shimei) he loads most unmercifully, beyond 
truth and reason. He brings on the indictment thus^: 
'^ Was not David, though a prophet, and a man after 
** God's own heart, guilty of enormous crimes, from the 
<' Ume he designed to have murdered all the males in Na- 
^' baFs family, because he would not pay contributions to 
<' him and those men who, out of debt, discontent, and 
^' distress, joined him J'' The sting of the satire lies, I 

• 1 Sam. XTt 5. ^ ChriftiMiity as Old, &c p. 244. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 1 SAMUEL XXV. 

suppose, in David's being a *' man after God's own 
<' lieart :*' for the invective would be dull and nothing 
worth, if it had not a dash of blasphemy to give it a 
poignancy, and to help off the flatness and heaviness of 
the thought. And what if good men have committed 
some faults and great ones, they may still be dear and 
acceptable to God for their repenting of those faults^ and 
for their many good qualities, while those that maliciously 
revile and insult them shall not be held guiltless. We 
are not obliged to defend David, or any other good man, 
in every article of conduct : but where is the justice of 
charging them so roughly, beyond all measures of truth 
or decency ? David met with most provoking usage from 
a wicked and ungodly churl. He was at that time both a 
prophet and a prince of Israel. He had been anointed in 
order to be king^f now for six years or more. He had 
signalised himself, not only in slaying a lion and a bear, 
but in conquering the Goliath of the Philistines, almost 
miraculously. He had married a king's daughter, and 
was the second man in the realm. Saul himself had pub* 
Itcly declared, that he was to be his successor in the 
kingdom <^, as Jonathan the king's son had before more 
privately done«. This so renowned a person, and pre- 
sumptive heir to the crown, being reduced to distress, and 
hearing that Nabal, who had been much obliged to him f, 
had prepared a great feast, (being a very wealthy man,) 
he sent to him in the kindest and most courteous manner 
imaginable, only to beg a little present sustenance, water, 
Mid^fiesh, and bread, (what could best be spared,) at a 
time of feasting and jollity : the rude churl denied him, 
and returned him a most insolent provoking answer. 

What man of brave spirit, at the head of his soldiers, 
would not have found his blood rise upon such an occa- 
sion, and almost have thought that it became him to cor- 
rect a brutal man that had thus affronted his superior, nay, 

< 1 Sam. XTi. 1, 12, 13. * I Sam. uut. 20. 

• 1 Sam. zxiiL 17. ' 1 Sam. sxv. 16. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 SAMUEL XXV. 145 

his anointed sovereign, though not yet in possession? But 
David notwithstanding a]], as soon as the first heats of his 
passion were over, repented even of his sudden warmth, 
and submitted to his cooler reason. Now, ought this 
writer to have singled out only the worst part of the cha- 
racter, representing even that under invidious and false 
colours? And why must David's cause be loaded with 
calumny, and Nabal's set off with p^nt and varnish ? But 
he goes on pleading for Nabal, that ** he might have in* 
<^ curred the fate of the priests," that had privately har- 
boured and assisted David. Perhaps so : and yet Nabal 
by refusing did not meet with a better fate ; as he had no 
reason to expect it. Whatever hazards he had run, he 
ought to have had some humanity ^ and not to have let a 
brave man, and a general, suffer want, while himself was 
feasting, and in safety too, through David's civility, and 
the good discipline he kept over those that were in arms 
for him. Is this the benevolence which our author recom- 
mends, to refuse such a person the common offices of Att- 
manity, out of a dastardly fear and dread of some possible 
dangers ? In short, if David's conduct in that affair was 
not altogether defensible, yet Nabal's certtdnly was unex- 
cusable. In the one may be seen an humble, pious, great, 
and generous soul, with some pitiable sallies of sudden 
passion : in the other you see nothing but what is mean, 
sordid, and brutal. Let David then be the Scripture hero 
still,, and Nabal the Objector's. 

As to David's being in a manner forced to tell some 
uni¥tUhs% to Abimelech the priest in order to get bread; 
instead of insulting the hard fate of a very great and good 
man, (though we are not obliged to say that he was sin- 
less,) it might better have become our writer to deplore 
the abject meanness of the world, (in such cases,) when 
they are so afraid for themselves, that they dare not run 
some risks for the preserving ever so excellent a man in 
extreme necessity. 

f 1 Sam. xxi. 2. 
VOL. VI. L 
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And whereas this writer says^ that '' nothing could be 
<' more treacherous than David's invading people that 
*^ were at least in peace with, if not allies of, the king of 
" Gath;" he cannot prove that there was any treachery at 
all in what David did : so this is false accusation. Those 
people be invaded were most probably the remains of the 
Canaanites and Amalekites^, whom God had commanded 
should be destroyed : and therefore as David had greater 
obligations to the King of heaven than to the king of Gath, 
he acted as a good man should. 

But the worst of the calumny thrown upon David is 
the charging him with ^* leaving the world in an unfor- 
*^ giving temper >." This is a charge of a malicious na- 
ture, and strikes at the honour of God and religion, since 
David is undoubtedly a saint of heaven. Well : what is 
the impeachment grounded upon ? David, upon his death- 
bed, reminded his son Solomon of the wickedness of 
Shimei, advising him, as a proper occasion should offer, 

to BRING DOWN HIS HOARY HEAD TO THE ORAYB 

WITH BLOOD ^. Shimei was an ungodly wretch, who 
had long before forfeited his life to the public, and whom 
David had spared by a kind of heroic, unexampled cle- 
mency. Twice he delivered him^, when his great mi- 
nisters were impatient to have justice done upon him. Id 
the last instance he sware unto him, that he would not 
put him to death. But he spared him both times for rea- 
sons peculiar to himself, and to his own circumstances ™. 
It was reasonable that Shimei should have died by the 
hands of justice, as a traiior to his rightful sovereign, and 
a most virulent one too ; having opeuly reviled and cursed 
the king: but it was not reasonable, in those circum- 
stances, that David should condemn him to death ; at 
least David thought it was not. Hereupon he promised 
him, that he should not die^ : which amounted to this only, 
according to David's own account, that he (David) would 

>• ] Sam. zxTU. 8. * Chiutianity as Old, &c. p. 244. 

k 1 Kings ii. 9. > 2 Sam. xri. 10. six. 22^ 23. 

» 2 Sam. xvi. 1 1, 12. xix. 22. "2 Sam. xix. 23. 
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not pui him to deaih^. The grant of pardon and the pro^ 
ttiise were not absolute, but expired with the Kfe of the 
king ; aa the leasons it was founded upon were peculiar 
to king David. And Dav]d> knowing that such a wretch 
oii^bt to have condign punishment, put Solomon in mind 
of doing what be HA not think proper himself to do, lest 
Sobmon, out of reverence to his father's memory, might 
have spared him too, when there was not the same reason 
for ic He gave Solomon the like instructions about 
JoabP, that he also might be put to death; because he 
had forfeited his life long before by his wickedness, and 
David had spared him for neasons peculiar to his own ctr- 
cumslances, or for reasons of state. David is to be con- 
sidered in those his dying instructions to his son Solomon, 
not as a private man acting upon resentment, but as a king 
and a governor giving advice to his successor in affairs of 
state. It was for the good of the public that such of- 
fenders as Joab and Shimei should sufler, at a time pro- 
per, and as prudence should direct. And therefore David, 
in these his last hours, performed the part of a prudent 
magistrate in relation particularly to Shimei, as before he 
had acted the part of a pious and a tender-hearted man. 
He happily reconciled both parts together, and deserved 
(as I conceive) commendation rather than censure for it. 
After I had written this, I found that Le Clerc <l had given 
much t2ie same account of the thing; which confirms me 
the more in it that it is just and right. 

2 Sam. XXL i. 

Then there was a famine in the days of 
David three years, year after year; and Da- 
vid INaUIRBD OF THE LORD. AnD THE LORD AN- 
SWERED, It is for Saul, and for his rloody 

HOUSE, BECAUSE HE SLEW THE GiBEONITES. 

• 1 Kings H. 8. F 1 Kings li. 5, 6. 

4 See Cleric, in 1 Reg. ii. 6, 9. compare Puflfendorf, b. iv. chap. 2. sect. IS. 
p. 348. 
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The Objector says ' : ** Are there not examples In Scrips 
^^ ture, which, taken in their literal ^nse, seem to make 
^^ €rod break in upon the common course of nature, and 
<^ the ordinary rules of his providence, to punish men for 
** crimes they were not guUty of; as God's causing, in 
'^ the latter end of David's reign, a famine for three years 
^' together for the crime of Saul and for his bloody house, 
'^ in slaying the Gibeonites/' Thb objection, to do the 
author justice, is modestly urged, without straining, or 
indecent reflections : and there is a difficulty in the thing, 
which makes it both require and deserve a solutimi. But 
we must distinguish always between difficulties and de^ 
monsiratians, God's judgments are many times unsearch- 
able, and his counsels profound : and as we are not able 
to see far enough to account for them ; so neither can we 
see far enough to pass any unerrbg censure upon them. 
All may be perfectly right, in such cases, for any thing 
we know : and therefore it is rash judgment to pronounce 
to the contrary. If the fact be sufficiently proved by ex- 
iemal evidence, that is enough, where we have not light 
svifficient to judge of the whole case from the itUemal na- 
ture of the thing. We cannot pretend to have a compre- 
hensive view of all circumstances like as God himself: 
neither are we able to examine the whole link or chain of 
Divine Providence from one end to the other. 

These general things premised, we may now proceed 
to the particular case of the famine mentioned. It ought 
not to be said, because it cannot be proved, that the 
Israelites of that time were punished for crimes that they 
were no way guilty of. We know not how many, or 
who, were confederate with Saul in murdering the Gibeon- 
ites, or guilty in not hindering it. We know not how 
many, or who, made the crime their oum, by approving it 
afterwards. We know not what share of guilt might be 
derived upon the whole nation, for suffering so much m- 
nocent blood to be shed, against a national contract'; or 

' Christianity as Old, &c. p. 266. • Joali. ix. 23. 
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for BOt expressing their horror and detestation of it/ by 
some public act. Further^ we know not what other sins 
(which had no relation to that) the people might be guilty 
of^ to deserve Sifmnine; which sins, though God would 
have remitted or passed by at another time, he would not 
remit then, when the sins of theiryh^A^^, added to theirs % 
called for an act of discipline. We know not how far 
such an act of discipline, at that time, might be necessary 
to prevent the like murders for the time to come, or to 
preserve the whole nation of the Gibeonites from rude- 
ness and insult ; or to raise in the minds of the Israelites 
a proper regard and respect for them. We know not how 
much the sacredness and validity of fia/ion^Z' oaths pr 
contracts might be concerned in that matter. In a word, 
we know not the depths of the Divine counsels, nor a 
hundredth part of the reasons which an all-wise God 
might have ; and therefore it behoves us, in all such cases, 
to be modest and reserved in our censures, remembering 
that God is in heaven, and that we dwell in dust, that he 
knows all things, and we nothing in comparison. 

But supposing the people of that time to have been 
ever so innocent, yet God had an absolute right over the 
lives of all, and could demand them when he pleased, 
without such reason as was assigned : and if he made the 
demand (which he had so clear a right to) at such a time, 
and in such a manner as might best answer the ends of 
iisdpline ; then that which was just in other views, and 
without any such special reason, could not become unjust 
by having that additional reason to recommend it. In a 
word, if the thing was righteous, considered merely as an 
act of dominion, it could not but be righteous and kind 
also, by being made at the same time an act of discipline, 
for the punishment of sin, and for the promoting godliness 
among men. It is a certain and almost self-evident 
maxim, that whatsoever God can justly deprive men of 
vnthout any respect at all to sins, (as he may of all 

* See above, p. 93. 

^3 
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worldly blessings whatever,) the same he may as jnstly 
deprive them of for the sins of their fathers ; because this 
is only exercising an act of dominion over the childfen 
with an additional circumstance of wholesome discipline 
over ibe fathers of those children, if livii^, or else of in- 
struction and warning to parents in general, for the better 
promoting religion and righteousness in the world. I 
have answered this objection mildly, as the Objector 
made it civilly, to let the readers see, that if I do it not 
at other times, the fietult is not mine. Rudeness, petukace, 
and barefioced impiety ought to be *' rebuked sharply V^ 
while softer replies are proper to be given to modest 
inquirers, to such as ^' ask with meekness and fear*/' 

a Sam. XXIV. i. 
And again thb anobr of thb Lokd was 

KINDLED AGAINST ISRABL, AND HE MOVED DaTID 
AGAINST THBM TO SAY, Go, NUMBER ISRARL AND 
JUDAH. 

The Objector has several pretences to uige r against 
this part of sacred history, which must be examined in 
order. He asks, " How can we reconcile this story with 
^' itself? In one place > it is said, God moved David to 
^'number Israel: in another S Satan provoked David. 
<^ Did God conspire with Satan in this act, in order to 
'' destroy a number of innocent persons ?'' In answer 
hereto, I may observe, first, that this is another of his 
English objections. Forlf he had been disposed to locdc 
into the origysal, and had known any thing of the Hebrew 
idiom, he might have perceived that the text does not aay 
that God moved David, (for the word God is not in the 
text at all,) but one moved, which comes to the same with, 
David WAS moved to say, &c. as Castalio renders. It 

« Tit 1. 13. 1 Tim. t. 20. Acts lii. 10. 

« 1 Ptet iii. 15. See Mr. IVcUs'i CriL Ezui. of the New Tezt» &e. 
p. 125. 
f Chriitiaiiity as Old, &c p. 266. 
* 2 Sam. uiv, 1. "1 Chraai. xxi. 1. 
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is a very common idiom of the Hebrew language, thus to 
leave out the nominative of the verb active, (an indefinite 
person understood,) and then the verb is to be rendered 
passively, and the accusative following supplies the place 
of the nominative wanting, as here^. So now it is mani- 
fest, that there is no repugnancy between this text in 
Samuel and the other of Chronicles. 

But a further objection made to the story is, th^ God 
should smite Israel, and destroy seventy thousand of 
them " for David's fault in causing the innocent sheep 
** (as he justly calls them) to be numbered." Truly, if 
any one else but God had done it, by his own authority, 
there might be a just handle for complaint : but God has 
an absolute right over the lives of all men ; and if ever he 
does any thing seemingly hard, he knows how to make 
them ample amends. But as to the innocent sheep, which 
our writer speaks of, as justly so called by David, he 
knows nothing of that matter : neither were the people 
innocent in his sense, though they were in the sense that 
David intended. David reflected only on their innocence 
in one respect, as to the sin of numbering the people : that 
was David's sin, not theirs* But they had other sins many 
and great, which deserved punishment, and for which 
probably they would have been punished before, had it 
not been for the tenderness Grod bore towards David, 
who must have been a sufferer in it as well as they. But 
now when both king and people had deserved a correction, 
or judgment, then God was pleased to let loose his anger 
upon both. I do not found this upon mere conjecture : 
the text itself takes notice first, that the anobr of the 
Lord was kindlbd against Israel; and then fol- 
lows what relates to David, and his sin in numbering the 
people. So David was to be punished by losing such a 
number of bis people : and his sin was so much the im- 
mediate cause of that judgment, that had it not been for 

k See Gataker. de Stylo N. T. p. 68. Kidder, DemonBtrat part ii. p. 73^ 74 
75. Bedford's Scriptare Chronology, p. 559. Le Clere in loc BaxtHiesaur. 
Gram. p. 430. Dachselii Bibl. Hebr. Accentuat. Tol. i. p. 465. 

L4 
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thaif along with the other, it would not have been sent. 
However, it cannot be said the people were strictly inno- 
ceniy who but a few years before <^ had run mad afiter Ab- 
salom, an unnatural rebel and usurper,, deserting their 
rightful sovereign, one of the best of kings. What other 
sins they had committed, we need not inquire : that alone 
might be sufficient to deserve such a plague. God knows 
the proper times for taking vengeance of wicked men : 
and his judgments, if they come the slower, are the more 
severe. 

But the Objector has farther scruples agcunst the whole 
story, from the appearing disagreement of the numbers in 
the muster-rolls of the people, comparing difierent places 
of Scripture together, and particularly three <^. This must 
be owned to be a scholar-like objection, and it has em- 
ployed the thoughts of very learned and considerable 
men; such as Buxtorf, Pfeifier. Bochart, and others^. 
The sum of their account is, that the difiference arises by 
the standing legions (which attended monthly on the 
king) being reckoned in one place, and ooutted in an- 
other, and so vice versa. I need not be more particular, 
because the English reader, that has a mind to examine 
into this matter, may see it explained more at large, either 
in Bishop Patrick ^ or Lightfoots, or in Mr. Bedford b. 
Indeed Le Clerc, not satisfied with the common solution, 
suspects there has been some error in the numbers, owing 
to the negligence or rashness of copists. I shall not 
pretend to judge in so nice a case, about which very pro- 

* About fire or lix years, aeoording to tlie oommon dironology, placing 
Absabm • rebellion A. M. 2981, and Una plagne A. M. 2im, or 3987. Le 
Clerc indeed intimatea a aoapidon, as if tbis bistory bad been mi^plaoed, and 
that it should precede Absalom's rebellion : but be offers it as a bare conjee- 
tore, assigning no reasons. Qerie. in 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 

* 1 Sam. zi. 8. 2 Sam. xziv. 9. 1 Chron. zzi. 5. 

* Boztarf. Anti-Crit p. 403, 404. Ffeiflier. Dub. Vezat p. 527. Bodiart. 
Hieroa. part i. lib. ii. cap. 38. p. 375. 

f Patrick on 2 Sam. xziv. 9. 

r Ugbtfoot, Op. ToL L p. 68. 

k Bedford's Scripture Cbronology, p. 559. 
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bably the most learned will ^ffer, accordbg to the senti- 
ments they have of the integrity of the Hebrew text; 
some admitting of slighi corruptions in the text by mis- 
takes of librarians, others admitting none. There appears 
no absolute necessity of supposing any here. The common 
solution is a very good one : and Le Clerc's midn objec- 
tion (founded upon a calculation of the whole number of 
inhabitants, and upon a supposition that the land of Judea 
could not mdntain them) is too precarious in both its 
parts, to build any thing certainly upon. 

But however that question be determined, yet certainly 
there will be neither foundation nor colour for what our 
writer says afterwards, that ^* there is scarce a chapter (of 
*^ the Old Testament) which gives any historical account 
^* of matters, but there are some things in it which could 
^* not be there originally >/' This is a petulant slander, 
and thrown out at random, by one that knows little of 
the affiur beyond guesses or wishes; and therefore I leave 
It to the readers to judge what weight it ought to carry 
with it. Such as have leisure and abilities to examine 
into the integrity and uncorruptness of the sacred code, 
may consult, among others, Buxtorf ^ more particularly, 
and Wolfius^, and Carpzov<>^, in Latin, who have abun- 
dantly vindicated the same from all material objections : 
and if the English readers want satisfaction, they may see 
what will be sufficient in the books referred to in the 
margin <^. 

I KiMOS XIII. 

This chapter relates the story of the man of God, the 
Prophet of Judah, and his disobedience to God, owing to 
the falsehood and treachery of the old Prophet of Bethel. 

* Canristiaiiity u Old, Ac. p. 267. 

k Bmclorili Aati^Gritica contra CiH[>pellain. 

> Wolfli Bibliotlieca S^ara, toL tt. 

B CarpiOTli Introdactio ad libros V. T. Carpsovu Critica Sacnu 

* Jenkiiii, toI. ii. chap. iv. r. Moses Marcus's 0efencc of the Hebrew 
Text against Mr. WUston. 
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Upon which our Objector thus descants^. Speaking of 
the Prophet of Judah, he observes that he '^ went con- 
^' trary to what God had commanded him by an im- 
'^ mecUate revelation^ because a known Prophet assured 
^^ him, he had afterwards a difierent revelation for him : 
^^ a crime so heinous in the eyes of the Lord, that he 
'^destroyed this Prophet after a most signal manner; 
*^ though he had to plead for himself, that the Prophet, 
^' who spoke to him in the name of the Lord, could have 
^' no interest in deceiving him ; and that there was no- 
^^ thing in the command but might as well come from 
<' the Lord, as what himself had received." He has more 
to object against this part of sacred history : but I think 
it best to stop here, and to examine his cavils so iar first, 
and then to proceed to the rest. Here are, I think, three 
insinuations, intended to extenuate the Prophet of Judah's 
crime, and to make lus so exemplary punishment appear 
hard and cruel. It wlis a known Prophet that deceived 
him; and one that had no interest to serve in it; and 
there was nothing in the nature of the two commands to 
give light, or to discover which should be preferred. 
These particulars must be examined in their order. 

1. As to the Prophet's being a knoum Prc^het, unless 
he was known to the Prophet of Judah, that circumstance 
is of no weight in the case. But it appears from the his- 
tory, that they did not know one another : for the Pro- 
phet of Bethel, when he had found the other Prophet, 
asked him, if he was the '^ man of Go8" that came from 
Judah P, which he need not have done, had they been 
before acquainted. This therefore is one aggravation of 
the Prophet of Judah's crime, that he suffered himself to 
be imposed upon by a stranger^ by one that he did not 
knoWf and ag^nst the express command of God whom he 
did know. 

^ As to the old Prophet's having no interest in deceiv- 

• Christiaiiity as Old, &c p. 328. 
p 1 Kings ziii. 14. 
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ing the other, how could the other Prophet know what 
views or interests a stranger might have ? But besides 
that, if he had really known him, there was ground for 
suspicion, from the place he lived in, and other circum- 
stances, that he might be moved by envy or malice to 
deceive the nsan of Jndah, who had boldly reproved Jero- 
boam's idolatry which himself had winked at, and who 
was likely to eclipse the honour of the old Prophet by 
the signal miracles he had wrought, and by the respect 
the king had shown him. So that this is a second aggra- 
vation of his fault, that he trusted too easily to a man 
vdiose honesty he knew nothing of, and who might pro- 
bably have corrupt views in the business he came upon. - 
3* As to the commands themselves carrying nothing In 
them, to direct one which to prefer, that is not true ; for 
the command given by God was founded, probably, upon 
two good reasons. He was not to eat in that place, for 
fear of giving countenance to their idolatries : and he was 
not to return ^' the same way,'' for fear of being sent after 
and detained; which reasons were as good against his 
coming back with the old Prophet. And what reason 
could there be for his coming back ? No good end (so 
fax as appears) could be answered in it, except it were to 
refresh, which was very slight. But besides the matter 
of the command, there was a most notorious difference in 
the manner of their notification. One came directly from 
Gady or an angel of God : the other from a man only. 
There ought to have been the same proof and certainty of 
a Divine repeal^ as there had before been of a Divine com- 
mand. A prophet might lie; God himself, or an angel 
from God, could not. The man of God should have in- 
sisted upon a s^i to prove this Prophet's commission for 
saying what he did say; or should have waited till God 
himself might direct what to do. It does not follow from 
a man's being honoured with the ^ft of prophecy, that 
he becomes from thenceforwards impeccable. God by 
making a prophet does not unmake the man^ or destroy 
his free agency. So that it is of very little moment for 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



156 1 KINGS XIII. 

the Objector to observe^ that the " lying Prophet had the 
^^ gift of prophecy continued to him'' notwithstanding. 
So had Balaam before^ and Judas had the extraordinary 
gifts after: which may teach us, that God does not ap- 
prove of every thing that gifted men may do. Those gifts 
are bestowed for public use : but the person's being ac- 
cepted or otherwise depends upon his private demeanour. 
St. Paul himself, with his extraordinary gifts, was not out 
of all possible danger of becoming a castaway^. Many 
will say to our Lord, at the last day, << Have we not pro- 
^^ phesied in thy name ?" To whom, notwithstanding, he 
will make answer, ^' Depart ftom me, ye that work ini- 
"quity." 

But the Objector takes notice also, that the lying Pro- 
phet was not punished : which is very true. And we are 
taught by this instance, not to pass any judgment, as to 
God's final favour or disfavour, from his outward dispen- 
sations, any farther than we have special grounds for it. 
The Prophet that was spared appears to have been a 
much worse man in every view, than the Prophet that 
was punished: but his account was adjourned to another 
time, or to another world. Every history ftimishes us 
with many like instances of the best men being taken off 
first, and the worst being left behind, to live longer and 
repent, or to meet with the severer doom. Whatever be 
the reason, the fact is certun, that so it oftentimes is * : 
and it is no more an argument agdnst Scripture, than it 
is against the hemg of God and Providence, that is, none 
at all : for a life to come will adjust ^very seeming in- 
equality, and will set all things right. 

It is thought hard that the Lord should pronounce, by 
the mouth of the lying Prophet, the " doom of the Pro- 
*' phet he so fatally deceived." But it appears to be 

« 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

' Matt TU. 23. CoDf. Carpzofr. Introd. p. Ui. 58. 

• See many instances numbered up by Cotta, in Tully de Natura Deonun, 
lib. iii. c. 32f 33. It is an old objection against Frovidence; and if it be of 
any force, oondndei for Atheitm. 
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T^i, and very suitable to the Divine Majesty, not to 
vouchsafe the deceived Prophet the favour of immediate 
revelation, at a time when he determined to take exem- 
plary punishment upon him. Besides, the rebuke coming 
from the very man that deceived him, made it the more 
sensible and affecting : and it may serve for a very in- 
structive lesson to every one against being too credulous, 
and ^ving ear to deceivers; lest, when they have so de- 
ceived them. Providence may so order it, that they may 
be the first to upbraid them with their too easy cre- 
dulity. 

Upon the whole, there appears nothing in the Divine 
conduct, with respect to the present article, that can be 
justly found fault with. Some specious shows there are, 
while we look no deeper than the surface: but taking 
the thmg in its best light, (even according to our narrow 
and scanty views,) and it carries nothing amiss in it. Be- 
sides, Divine Wisdom may yet see infinitely more than 
we are able to imagine. It is not necessary, it is not pos^ 
sible, for us to assign all the particular reasons either of 
God's ordinary or extraordinary dispensations : but in all 
such cases, (since God's judgments are unsearchable, and 
his ways past finding out,) it is sufficient for every modest 
man to say, *^ It is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
** in our eyes." 

I Kings XVII. i. 2 Kings I. 9. 

The two chapters here referred to contain some part 
of the history of the prophet Elijah, who was too great 
and too good a man to escape the censure of our smart 
Objector, who writes thus : ^' Elijah's causing fire to 
^' come down from heaven, to destroy two captidns witH 
^' their companies, for no other fault but bluntly deliver- 
^' ing a message from the king, and perhaps in the very 
*.' words they were commanded, was not so cruel as his 
'^ hindering it from raining upon the earth for the space 
<< of three years and six months ; since a drought of that 
<< continuance, without dew or rain, in such a barren 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



158 I KINGS XVII. 1. a KINGS L 9. 

^' country as Judea^ must have, without miracles, lie* 
'* stroyed every thing ; and yet St* James from benoe 
'^ takes occasion to recommend the efficacy of prayer ^'* 
But what does our fkultering detractor here mean by 
throwing the blame upon Elijah ? Elijah could bUih no 
Jire from heaven^ but what it should please God to send, 
nor hinder it from raining beyond what God should 
hinder. The blame therefore, if any blame there be, must 
be thrown upon God himself. But can our Objector talk 
one word of sense against the sovereign power of the Al- 
mighty, in such cases ? To make it look like senses he 
throws the fault upon a man : but since the things done 
were beyond the power of man, it is nonsense in that 
way, as much as in the other; and blasphemy it must be 
boUi ways. By the Scripture account, it was God that 
did all : and therefore, if there was nothing done but what 
God had a right to do, (and he is the best judge of the 
wisdom of it,} then Scripture is not justly chaigeable on 
this head. God destroyed the two captains and their 
companies by fire from heaven, because they came to 
take his Prophet by force, and accosted him rudely. God 
will have his prophets reverenced, and not affronted, be* 
cause they are allied to him ; and every affinont o£fered to 
them is justly resented as an indignity to God himself. 
But God made a distinction, even in that case, between 
rude and reverent behaviour; and therefore the third cap- 
tain with his company, since they had been taught some 
modesty and good manners towards so eminent a Prophet 
of God most high, were used witk tenderness, and came 
off unhurt. 

As to Grod's withholding rain, who should do it but 
be ? Or who shall call him. to account for it ? He best 
knew how long such a barren eovntry as Judea could bear 
a drought: though where our author has learned that 
Judea, the land '^ flowing with milk and honeys," was a 

' Christianity as Old, &c. p. 265. 

« Vid. Bochart Hieroz. part ii. lib. iv. cap. 12. p. 520. Carpzor. Introdqct. 
part. Ui, p. 472. 
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barren country^ he has not told us. To be short, when 
this gentleman is of the counsels of Heaven, he may pre- 
tend, with a better grace, to direct how long it may be afr 
any time proper for God to withhold rain or dews : but 
to pretend to it now is too assuming. Waving the bias- 
phemj/y it is, in the softest terms we can give it, pert and 
pragmatical, intruding into a province which belongs to 
no mortaL The like objections would lie agidnst all the 
considerable plagues^ dearths^ famines^ or earthquakes^ 
which God, in his just judgment, has ever sent upon 
mankind. And what can such profane carping end in, 
but in downright Atheism f 

2 Kings II. 23, 24. 

This place of Scripture treats of Elisha's cursing the 
children that mocked him: upon which our Objector 
^ thus descants '• 

^^ Who is not surprised to find the holy Prophet Elisha 
'< cursing, in the name of the Lord, little chil- 
'^ DRSN, for calling him bald-pate? And what is still 
*^ more surprising, two she bear^, upon his cursing, 

" STRAIOHT DEVOURED PORTY-TWO LITTLE CHIt»- 

*' dren/' Well : What is there at all surprising in that 
whole story ? Though men of little minds, and narrow 
views, may sometimes be surprised at very plain and 
oomnMm things* Is it that a Prophet should curse f But 
that was part of a Prophet's office and business : for Pro- 
phets had commission either to curse or to bless in the 
name of the Lord. It would have been much more sur^^ 
prising f if any one but a Prophet should have done it, and 
with effect. 

Was it that a Prophet should curse little children f But 
it was a good ksson of instruction to paxents, to educate 
their children better, and not to initiate them in the De* 
yil's service, before th6y know their right hand from their 
left. If the children were little, and innocent on account 

" Christtanity as Old, &c. p. 2(i5. 
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of their non-age^ it was kind in God to take tbem out of 
the world before they should come to do that malieiously, 
and of their own accord, which they now began to do as 
set on and managed by others. In the mean while, it was 
a proper rebuke to the people of Bethel, for their irreve* 
rence and insult upon a Prophet of God, and therein upon 
God himself. They might learn another time to train 
their children up to good manners, and to the fear of the 
Lord. For the present, they might see how God detests 
scoffers and mockersy and what reverence he expects to be 
paid to his holy Prophets. 

But perhaps our Objector is surprised that two bears 
could devour forty-two children ; he may think that forty- 
two children were more than two bears could eat up. I 
believe so too. But then he need not suppose that they 
ate them up : the text does not say so. Or if he so un«^ 
derstands devouring^ then let the reader observe, that it is 
a word of his own contriving, to give, as I suppose, the 
better colour to his objection : but it was wrong to choose 
it, and worse to print it in Italic, as if it had been the 
very Scripture phrase ; when our Bible says, rightly, tare 
themy not devoured them. 

% Kings VIII. lo. 

And Elisha said unto h|m. Go, sat unto him. 
Thou matest cbrtainlt recover : howbeit, 
THE Lord hath showed me that he shali. 

SURELY DIB. 

The Objector's representation is as follows X: *'The 
*^ Prophet EHisha sends word to Benhadad, the king of 
'< Syria, who consults him about his recovery, that he 
<' may (or rather shally or will, for so it ought to be ren- 
'* dered) certainly recover : yet he tells Hazael, who had 
'' a design upon his crown and life, (and who before had 
<' been anointed king of Syria by the Prophet Elijah ',) 



r CbristiMiSty as Old, &c. p. 257. 
> 1 Kings xiz. 15. 
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^' that HB SHOULD suRBLY DIB. And this looked tbe 
** more ungrateful in tbe Prophet^ because he had received 

<« FORTY CAMBL LOADS OF THE GOOD THINOS OF 

<< Damascus to tell tbe king truth/' This is a tart sar- 
casm upon the Prophet ; and might have passed for true 
wit^ if it had not be«n founded on false fact. The author 
was proud of it, as one may perceive by his bringing it 
over again, a few pages lower, lest his readers should not 
take due notice. In this other place % he expresses him- 
self thus : '^ He (Elisha) ent^ed the curse of leprosy on 
*' his man Gehazi, and his sbed for bybr^, for ac- 
'^ ceptbg without bis master's knowledge a small pre- 
'^ sent from Naaman the Assyrian ; though the Prophet 
'^ himself afterwards took forty cambl loads of 
** thb good things of Damascus, to tell their king 
^ the truth, and yet deceived him." Now if this censure 
be founded upon truihf and certain fact, it must be allowed 
to bear hard upon the Prophet ; but if it should happen to 
be founded only on Jictum and r<mance^ then, like a gun 
ill charged, it recoils upon the man that holds it. Let us 
then examine the pretended facts. 

]. The first and slightest is, that Hazael had been 
anointed King of Syria by tbe Prophet Elijah ; which is 
by no means true in the strict sense of anointed. For it 
sufficiently appears from this very chapter S as Le Clerc 
has observed <^, that Hazael at this time (af^er Elijah's 
translation to heaven) knew nothing of his being ap^ 
pointed king, or successor to Benhadad. There is indeed 
an order of God to Elijah, to anoint Hazabl king 
OYBR Syria ^. But anointing there signifies no more 
than designing, or recording in the Prophet's own mind, 
by order from God; like as when it is said in Jeremiah, 
Writb yb this man childlbss^; which comes to 
no more than saying, Know ye that God hath so fixed 



• CfarUtiaiiity as Old, Ac. p. 266. *> 2 Kings t. 27. 

« 2 Kings Tiii. ' Cleric in 1 Kings six. 15. 

• 1 Kings xix. 15. ' Jer. zzii. 30. 
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and det^mined. Cyrus is called the LortPs aminted^, 
though be was never properly anointed of God : but God 
bad^ in bis wise counsels^ fixed and determined what 
Cyrus should come to, bad chosen and sii^led him out 
for such and such purposes* In this sense^ and no other, 
Elijah anointed HazaeL He wrote him down, be recorded 
him, in prophetic view, as a person, who according to 
God's foreknowledge, or decree, was to be king over 
Syria. So one of the pretended/ac/5 fails. 

2. The second pretended fact is, that the Prophet re^ 
ceived forty camel loads of the good things of Damascus, 
by way of present from Hazael or Penbadad* But this 
is not clear. It is indeed written >^, that Hazael brought 
such a present with him to the Prophet: but it is no 
where said that the Prophet accepted iu So then, more 
than half the wit and pleasantry of the sarcasm is lost, for 
want of proof of this fact. 

3. But the most material article of all is, the pretence 
that the Prophet deceived him. Thb can never be made 
out by the Objector, on any supposition, but must pass 
for abuse and calumny. Supposing the common render- 
ing of the text (whether. Thou mayest certainly recover^ or. 
Thou shah certainly recover) to take place ; it could mean 
no more than that Hazael should tell Benhadad, that he 
should recover of his disease, or, that his sickness was 
not mortal i : which was true, Howeyer, I am of opinion, 
that neither of them is the right rendering of the place. 
This is one of the texts in which the Hebrew itself admits 
of a various lection* The Keri has one reading, and the 
Chetib another. The Keri (which is the marginal reading) 
is what our translation follows : the Chetib (which is the 
textual reading) has vh instead of "^S not instead of him. 
The rendering therefore of the text, according to the Che^ 
tib, is thus : Go, sat, Thou shalt surelt not 
liyb: for the Lord hath showed me, that he 

f IsK xlv. 1. See Cnmberlandy Grig. Antiq. p. 461. 

i> 2 KiDg^s Till. 8, 9. 

* See Patrick and Le aerc in loc. 
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SHALL SORELY DIB. So ssdd tbe^Prophct. But Hazael^ 
bring a wicked man^ went and told Benhadad the quite 
contraiy, and then murdered him. So stands the case, 
upon the foot of the textual reading. Interpreters have 
been divided about the two readings, the greater part of 
them following the MasoritSf that is^ the marginal reading ; 
excepting only, that some take in both^ as^Leusden^, in 
particular, does. CappeUus hesitates upon it K Vitringa 
is, I thbk, the last and the ablest man that has defended 
the marginal reading"^ • and the substance of the dispute 
may be seen in him, with the several opinions or solutions 
of divines and critics. After him came Witsius *', who 
examines all that Vitringa had pleaded, and answers it ; 
and at length gives it for the textual reading agsunst the 
other. Vitringa having seen what Witsius had written, 
takes notice of it in the next edition of his Third Book of 
Observations o, speaks very handsomely of Witsius for it, 
drops the dispute, and leaves what he had before pleaded 
to the judgment of the readers. Upon the whole, Witsius 
seems to me to havie sufficiently maintained his point, and 
to have cleared his construction of the text from all ma^ 
terial objections. But whether we take this or that read* 
ing, or whether we follow this or that renderings the pre- 
tended fact which this gentleman builds upon has nothing 
left to support it. The jest therefore at length falls, not 
upon the good Prophet Ellisha, but upon the jester, who 
has suffered himself to be imposed tipon twice by an idle 
tale, offering it to his readers as true history. 

k Leuden. Oav. Hebruc. p. 225. 

> Lnd. Cappd. Grit Sacr. p. 1 15. 

" Vitringa^ Obflirvat. S^cr. torn. ii. lib. ui. cap. 16. p. 716. 

■ WitrilMisceQan. torn. I. pnef. sect ix. edit 2. 

• Vlliiiig. Obsermt. Saar. torn. U. Ub< iu. p. 718. 
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1 SHALL hfie again take leave of the Objector^ ending 
with the Second Book of Kings. My readers will excuse 
my spending time in confuting trifles, when they consider 
that it is the Bible that this man has been trifling with ; to 
which we can never pay too tender a regard. I have been 
examining his objections (as he pretends to have examined 
Scripture) by the test of reason. He has no r^t to com- 
plain of such fair and equitable dealing. For whatever 
fondness he may have for his perishing work, Christians 
ought to have as warm a zeal for God^s Word, which en- 
dureth for ever. Besides, he will remember, that he is 
the aggressor, who unprovoked began the hostilities, and 
in a coarser, ruder, and -more insulting manner, than had 
ever been seen amongst us, since Christianity first Uessed 
this island. And how has this innocent, this sacred book 
of God's law, so ofiended this gentleman, that he can 
give it no quarter, nor allow it so much as a true and just 
representation ; which ^ny book whatever, even the Al- 
coran itself, might demand. Mr. Locke, I may observe^ 
was no priest, nor a Ingot to priests : but he understood 
the high worth and excellency of our Bible* '^ He em- 
<< ployed the last years of his life in hardly any thing else. 
'< He was never weary of admiring the great views of that 
'' sacred book, and the just relation of all its parts. He 
«< every day made discoveries in it, that gave him fresh 
'' cause of admiration?.'' Mr. Locke was a person of 
exceUent sense, and good learning, and had a fine taste. 
But what he so much prized and admired, our writer has 
so slight a notion of, that he is for throwing it off as nUf- 
bisk: which is his mannerly expression for all external 

V Character of Mr. Locke, prefixed to the last poatbumous ▼olume. 
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revelation <i. Notwithstanding which, he professes a zeal 
for morality, and places (as he says) ** the whole of reli- 
'* gion in doing good^" Believe it that can, while he is 
labouring to destroy the best, the only complete system 
of morality that ever yet appeared; and to vilify that 
book which so truly places ^^ the whole of religion in 
'' doing good/' But he may safely cry up morality (espe- 
daUy his lame morality) when he has left it no sanctions, 
or none sufficient to support it. After sappmg it in its 
' vitals, he may well afibi^ it his compliments; which may 
perhaps'be of some service to himself, but will be of none 
to morality. Virtue cannot live like the chameleon (as 
they say) upon air. Though a man says a thousand fine 
things of it, yet if he takes away the proper rewards or 
penalties which should keep it alive in the world, he 
strikes it all down at once, and destroys it utterly. This 
then is a principal article, as to which we have just reason 
to require very particular satisfaction. By this criterion, 
by this test, let this gentleman's friendship and good-will 
to virtue be tried. 

To me it seems that he really undermines the true and 
proper sanctions on which alone virtue can subsist. For 
let it be Observed, that the doctrine of the resurrection has 
no place at all in his scheme : but he leaves all mankind 
to moulder for ever in their graves. Next, as to the state 
of the soul after death, he expresses himself so sparingly 
and so uncertainly, that one can scarce know what to 
make of it. In his fourth chapter, he declares fuUy 
against future penalties, excepting such only as shall be 
for the amendment of the sinner : which, in effect, is de- 
claring against all% because after death there is no more 
probation. But if he admits any probation beyond the 
grave, (which may be doubted,) it will amount only to a 
kind of purgatory : and he should say, whether a Popish^ 

4 Ghristianity as Old, &c. p. 421. 
'' Second Address, &c. p. 92. 

• It is plain that the Two Letters ftom a Deist to his Friend admit of a 
fiUure Ufe^ Imt nject/v/tcrr/wmfAiiMnfo. See p. 2, 17, 19. 
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one, or what, or how long it is to last. Whatever it be, 
it is only substituting his own roving fancies in the room 
of the sure and certain doctrines of a final judgmeniy of 
heaven, and of hell, which Scripture teaches. And since 
he has taken upon him to prescribe to God, both as to 
the matter of his laws, that it be only moralf and the jus^ 
tice of his penalties ; we need not doubt but he will make 
all so easy, that libertines shall not be under much con- 
cern about it. In short, I can percdve little more in the 
whole contrivance of this author, but the old Epicurean 
game played over again, with some slight refinements : 
which may appear more fully by an induction of particu- 
lars, as follows. 

1. One principal aim of Epicurus and his followers 
was, to remoye the fear oifidure penalties, and particu- 
larly of the eternity of them ^ In like manner, our writer 
appears to be much ofiended at eternal punishments, and 
takes great pains to fence against that doctrine, laying 
hold of any little argument, or colour of argument, to 
confute and overthrow it u. And though he admits of a 
future state, I do not find that he admits the punishments 

of hell. Epicurus himself would have so compounded, 
to have had it made, in a manner, all heaven^ and no 
hell. 

2. It was the way of the Epicureans, to number up 
the mischiefs which false zeal, bigotry, or hypocrisy had 
created under the cover of piety, and to lay them all to 
th^ charge of religion^, arguing against the useoi relig^n. 



' --^Nam si certain finem esse viderent 
Ammnaniiii bomiiMB, aliqaa ratione Talerent 
Kelligionilnis, atque niius obaistere vatam : 
Nunc ratio nulla est restandl, nulla facaitas» 
^temas qnoniam pcenaa in morte timendam. 

Luertt. Ub. i. 106, &c. 

•« ChriBtianity as Old, &c. p. 42, 43. 

» 

» Relli|^ peperit soelenwa atqae impia facta. 
Tantom relligio potuit soadere malonim. iMcrtt, lib. i. 84, 102. 
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'from the abuses made of it* The saoie topic our authof 
is 80 delisted with, (as it seemed to favour his purpose^ 
and besides fell in with his predominant passion,) that he 
has filled whole pages with commonplace invective, 
which he almost naturally runs into. There is no real 
strength or force in the argument: but it is ten times 
worse here, to {day it agsunst such a religion as the Chris^ 
Hofi is, and in a reformed church too, (where it is profess- 
ed in its native purity,) than it was in the Epicureans, who 
had had no such light as we have, nor known any religion 
but a very corrupt one. 

3* The E{Mcureans were used to boast highly of their 
rescuing tdeir disciples from superstition, by which they 
really me^t all religion J. And such also, in the main, is 
the ngnification of the word superstition in our author; 
while' under that invidious, abusive name, he labours to 
throw off all Divine revelation, admitting no revealed re- 
ligioo at all, considered as revealed. This is the super^ 
stUioH which he endeavours to deliver mankind from : 
and this^ I presume, is what he so glories in, when be 
speaks of his noble and generous attempt ', in the same 
vaunting way as the Epicureans of okl used to do*. 

4. When the Epicureans had thrown oSihefear of the 
Godsj and all dread of future penalties, their next business 
was, how to answer it to the world, that they had left no 
proper incitement to virtue^ or religion^. Whereupon^ 

• r So the AMdemic obieives ia Goero. Nam tupentUkne^ qnod gloriaii 
acAetis, fadle est libenrly cam sutnleris oraaem vim Deoram. Geero de 
Nat. Dew, lib. i« c. 42. And a little lower, apeakiiig of Atbeists, and ap- 
plying the same to Epiemneans. Hormn enim sententis ommmn, non modo 
m^erttiHonem toUnnt, in qna inest timor inanis Deonift^ sed etiam reUgio- 
nem^ qns Deoram cultn pio ooatinetiiri Cker, ibid, 

■ Chriatiamty as Old, Ac pref. p. iv. 

■ Qaan relBipo pefibos snljecta vidsrim 

Obteritnr ; nos exaqnst yictoiia ccbIo. Lueret, lib. i. 79, 80. 
^ TnUj was sensible of this, where he says, Atqoe hand sdo, an pietate 
adversus Deos snblata, fides etiam, et sodetas generis human!, et una eiccel- 
lentisdma Tirtas jnstitia, tollatur. (Xeero de Nat, Deer. lib. i. c. 2. 
« Cotta in Cicero observes, At etiam liber est Epicuri d« Sanctitatc. Lu- 
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not being able to stand the popular odium, and the just 
ofTence they should give to all men of piety> or probity, 
they were forced to pretend a high reverence for the 
Gods^ : and as to viriue, they gave it out, that it was so 
lovely and amiable, as to be eli^ble purely for the plea^- 
sures attending it ^. Now as to these points also, onr au- 
thor has managed almost in the same way. For as Epi« 
euros admitted the deities for iashion sake, provided they 
would but be confined to heaven, and lay no restraints 
upon mankind; so our author admits the being of Gocf, 
provided he never interposes to give Inen laws or rules 
beyond what they shall carve out for themselves by their 
own reason^ or what they will call reason. So &r goes 
his reverence towards God. ** 

Then as to virtue^ after taking away the trae and ra- 
luable sanctions, he hopes to make us amends by telling 
us, that '* radonal actions carry with them their own re- 
'* ward, and irrational their own punishment, here and 
" hereafter K'^ That «' youUi should be taught to join 
'^ the ideas of virtue with the ideas of beauty, pleasure, 
^^ and happiness; and the ideas of vice with tiiose of de- 
^< formity, grief, and misery e.'' Not a word is there of 
the ideas of a future judgment^ of hopes of heaven^ or 
dread of hell, in this his new catechism : which yet would 
do youth ten times more service, than all his visionary 

dimnr ab homine non tarn fiureto, qamm ad Mribendi lioentiam libera. Qam 
enim potett eiae stmetiias A Dl homana non corant ? 

< InyidiAdetestandiBgimtia. Oeervde ^aLDeor.Uh. i.c 44. 

Ej^canmiy ne in ofl fe nai on cm Atfaenieniiaiii cadent, yertiia reUqiiiae Deos, 
reaofltnliMe. /M.c30. 

Negare Deoa ene non andet, ne quid inTidia snbeat ant criminis. lib. liL 
c. 1. • 

• Nimirnm TirCnti openun dandam anaait Epicnma, qnod altriz vdlopttk 
tia, eC tranqmlHtatia mater eaaet; Deoa oolendoa ob pneaUuitiam, one prte- 
miorum Bntpemarum reapectir; qua doctrina aua ab intemperanti» et libidi- 
nnm aoidiboa fortaaae rerocare aliqnoa, ad joatitiam antem et ptetatem ad- 
dnoere yiz ac ne yiz quidem moltoa potoit Fabric, de Fitrit, ReUg, CkrU- 
Han. p. 374. Conf. Buddau Isagog. p. 307. 

f ChriatiAnity as Old, &c p. 25, 26. 

I nnd. p. 166. 
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and fantastic helps to virtue, which he substitutes in their 
stead. In another place he intimates, that it is mean, or 
servile^ to do any thing ^' to avoid being punished^ or in 
*' hopes to be rewarded hereafter^/' So, whatever he 
believes of future rewards or punishments, he is willmg 
to discard them from influencing practice, or serving mo- 
rality : which is preparing the way for laying them aside. 
For from the very same doctrine formerly sprung up the 
sect of the Sadducees : who being taught by their master 
not to serve God in a servile manner, with respect to re^ 
ward, soon came to deny that there were any future re- 
wards at all, or future staieK 

I say then^ that till this gentleman gives us some fuller 
satisfaction than he has yet done upon this head, we can 
by no means esteem him a friend to virtue or morality. 
If he does not directly and designedly undermine it, he 
does it in certain consequence and effect. He may flou* 
rish, as long as he pleases, upon the loveliness of virtue: 
let him try, first, if he can harangue the populace into 
peace and order, without the help of civil penalties ; and 
if that experiment succeeds^ then let him try how to pro- 
mote virtue without the servile motives of future sanc- 
tions. I am persuaded, that as bad men are kept in to- 
lerable order by the former, so the best men are preserved 
in their integrity by the latter ; and could not be without^ 
especially under hard trials* And as destroying one is 
destroying the civil peace and safety; so the destroying 
or relaxing of the other is so far destroying or relaxing 
virtue and morality. If once we discard the consideration 
of rewards and punishments in a life to come, the distinc- 
tions of good and evil will make but slight impressions : 
morality will soon become lifeless theory, and virtue but 

k ChriBtianity as Old, &c. p. 367. 

* See Prideaux's Connect toL ii. p. 53» 54. 

See also Ksliop Boll, who obeer^es how this doctrine was reviyed here, hy 
some wild aUkutkuUy Crisp, Saltmanfa, &c and how it naturally leads to 
v^U^tjf and atheitm, Potih, Serm. toL ii. p. 593, 594. Add Bishop Wil- 
kins's Sermon on Ueb. xi. 26. and Sharrock de Fin. p. 70, &c. Sonth, toI. 
iy. Serm. p. 178. Boyle's Seraph. Lo?e, p« 118. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lyo CONCLUSION. 

an empiy name. Mr. Barbeyrac^ after Mr. Bayle, well 
says^ ; *' If the idea of rewards and punuhments in an- 
^' other life be not joined to the practice of virtue, both 
'^ virttw and innocence may be ranked in the number of 
** those things, on which Solomon has pronounced his 
f^ definitive sentence: Vanity qf vanities^ all is vanity.^* 

To conclude, if this gentleman thinks I have any way 
misrepresented him here in the close; it will be easy for 
him to do himself justice, in his next performance, by de- 
daring what he believes of the resurrection^ last judgment, 
heaven, and hell, and upon what grounds. 

^ BaibeyracyPkolesom. toPttffeiid.p.73. Conf. Lactant lib. tL c. 9. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



POSTSCRIPT. 



While these papers were coming out of the press^ 
there appeared a pamphlet, which by its title seemed to 
bear some relation to the subject in hand^ I looked it 
over, but shall pass no judgment of it : it lies before the 
world. But there is one paragraph, in page 8%, which, I 
thought, might require some notice. It is a report of 
the world's having been without revelation for four thou- 
sand years together, excepting only a thousandth part of 
the whole, I shall give the passage at length presently. 
The author of Christianity as Old as the Creation had 
said something like it before^, (though not altogether so 
gross,) and I remarked upon it, very briefly, in my First 
Parts referring to Dr. Jenkins, who had long before ob- 
viated the pretence at large. I am sorry I must now be 
forced to do the same thing over again, and that persons 
who nught so easily become better informed, make no 
scruple of deceiving themselves or others in matters of 
such high concernment. This is the occasion of my subi- 
joining a Postscript; and now the author's own words' 
shall appear at length. 

^^ If reason be not a sufficient guide in matters of rdi- 
^* gion, then^vtf parts of sixoS mankind, at this present, 
'^ have no sufficient guide at all in matters of religion ; 
** and for four thousand years together^ nine hundred and 
'* ninety ^nine parts of a thousand had no sufficient guide 
** to direct them in their duties. Now this is such a re- 

• Hie Foundation of Natural and Revealed Beligion 8Merted» &c. Fruited 
for James and John Knapton. 
^ Chriatianity as Old, &c. p. 375, 390, 401. 
< See abo?e, p. S8, 69. 
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** flection upon the goodness and justice of the Supreme 
^' Goremor of the universe, as cannot easily be account- 
^^ ed for. For religion consisting in the doing our duties 
** in our stations from the sense of the being of God, if 
^' reason would not sufficiently declare our duties in our 
** moral relations, and the world had no other guide, Grod 
^^ must be unjust and cruel^ to require brick without 
*' straw : t« e. to require duty where men had not suffi- 
'^ cient means to acqutunt them with their duties/' This 
is that gentleman's account of God's dispensations to 
mankind; tendmg to exalt the sufficiency' oi human nea- 
san, and to depreciate the use of revelation. I shall en- 
deavour to return a clear and distinct answer to it, as fol- 
lows. 

I. It is very proper to premise, that since the honour 
of Grod and the dignity of Divine revelation are nearly 
concerned in this important question, it would undoubt- 
edly become every serious Christian, and every pious 
man, not to heighten or ehhance the pretended difficulty 
beyond the truth} not to make a report which may but 
seem to charge God with injustice or cruelty, without 
very clear and certidn grounds for it. 

a. Since God ought never to be charged with the faults 
of men, nor to be suspected as unjust or cruel, only be- 
cause men have not made use of the means which Grod 
has put into their hands, we must insist upon it, that all 
such . as have had any opportunities of knowing God's r«- 
vealed will in any measure are to be reckoned among 
those that have had revelation ; because they might have 
had it if they would, and it was not owing to God's neg- 
lect of them, but to their own folly, if they had it not. If 
they might have had straw, and would not, it is but just 
to demand of them their tale of bricks* Such therefore 
must be struck out of this writer's list. 

3. I may take some notice, by the way, of this gentle- 
man's reckoning '* nine hundred and ninety-nine parts of 
^^ a thousand," as having had no guide but reckon. One 
would be glad to know what this calculation is founded 
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upon, or whether it be chosen at all adventures in the 
careless way. The meaning, I suppose, is, that ** the 
*' little nation of the Jews" (as he calls them) were but as 
one to a thousand, in proportion to the whole number of 
mankind. But it may be doubted, whether he has made 
sufficient allowances for the prodigious increase of that 
people, beyond the common rate of the increase of man- 
kind <i, in consequence of the many and signal promises 
made to their forefathers^. To be a little more particu- 
lar, we may observe, that the Jews, at their coming out 
of Egypt, were by calculation near three miliums and an 
half^. This was in the year of the world 9513, and 
from the flood 856, according to the Hebrew computa- 
tion. Now if the Jews were but as one to a thousand 
in proportion to the whole, then the sum total of man- 
kind, at that time, amounted nearly to three thousand and 
five hundred millions. A number, which the judicious in 
these matters will, I believe, be far from admitting; con- 
sidering how ill it would suit with the observations made 
of the gradual increase of mankind, and their periods of 
doublings I for what an immense number then must the 
world have at this time ? 

In David's days, 1300 years afiter the flood, the people 
of the Jews amounted at least to six millionsK Multiply 
by a thousand, and then six thousand millions will be the 
sum total of mankind at that time. It is now generally 
supposed, that the earth's present inhabitants cannot ex- 
ceed four thousand millions < ; so far is it from being at all 



' See Whi8ton*8 Theory, p. 254, &c. 

• Gen. xii.2. ziiL 16. xy.5. xni. 2, 4, 5, 6. sxii. 17. zxri. 4. xxnii. 14. 
zznL12. Ezod. i. 7, 9. xzxii. 13. Numb. xzUL 10. Deati. 10, 11. Isa. 
zlviii. 19. Jerem. xxxiii. 22. Ezek. xvi. 7. 

f Whiston's Theory, p. 251, 255. 

« Sir Wilfiam P^'s Essay in Polit Arithm. p. 316. Nicholls's Confer, 
part i. p. 7%. Whiston's Chronol. of the Old Test p. 65. and Theory, 
p. 252. 

^ See Le Qerc in 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. He has a larger acooont there, of thir- 
teen millions ; wherein he seems much to exceed. 

* Whiston's Short View of the Chronology of the Old Testament, p. 65. 

Unirersal 
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probable that they could be six thousand miUions, or any 
thing like it, in David's dme. Mr, Whiston's table makes 
them under tkiriy-four miliums^. In short then^ admit- 
ting, not granting, this writer's hypothesis^ as to the 
Jews being the only people then favoured with revela- 
tion, yet it is pretty plidn that he has stretched and strain- 
ed beyond what he had grounds for, to help out the De- 
ists in their argument against Scripture. 

4* But the most material article is, his report that all 
the world (excepting as before excepted) were without re- 
velation, and had nothing but mere nfUural reason for 
their guide, four thousand years together. This must be 
carefully inquired into, bcxsause much depends upon it* 
He that makes the report ought to prove it, since his ar- 
gument for the sufficiency of reason is endrely built upon 
it : and if he cannot make good his premises, his concUir 
sion falls of course. Perhaps he may agun call this, 
'^ screening one's self under the defensive side of the ques- 
*' tion, instead of endeavouring to convince or convert 
*^ others ^:" as if the showing a man that his error is built 
entirely upon a groundless supposition, were not a proper 
way to convince him of it, and to dissuade him from it* 
Besides, it is the business of a respondent to show where 
an objection fails for want of proof. To give an adversary 
needless advantages is not prudent management, but is 
often betraying a cause, rather than defending it. I say 
then, that those who raise the objection agdnst revelar 
tion, from the supposed numbers that have gone without 
it, ought to prove the feet ; otherwise the objection drops 
at once. 

We have reason to think that Divine goodness woidd 
provide better for mankind : and nothing but undoubted 
proo/* that in fact he did not, ought to move us from so 
probable a persuasion. Besides which, we consider that 

Universal History^ nnmb. iii. p. 160. NichoUs's Confer, part i. p. 71, ito* 
alias p. 41, ftc. 

k WhiBton, ibicL p. 67, 

' .True FonndatioB of Natural and Rercaied Religion, &c.p. 95. 
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God revealed bimself to man soon after he bad made bim^ 
and again after bis fall^ and might frequently do it be« 
tween that and the floods both to good men and bad; as 
we are certsdn be did even to Cain. Consider farther^ 
that men lived to a great age in those times, Adam him" 
self 930 years^ with whom Methuselah was contemporary 
243, who also lived with Noah near 600 years, and with 
Shem near 100, so that revelations might well be convey* 
ed from hand to band ; and none coold easily want them. 
Observe also, that a Sabbaih^^ yery probably, was insti- 
tuted soon after the creauon; and sacrifices ^ appointed to 
be as standing memorials, and visible observances, for the 
keeping up a sense of religion in the antediluvian world. 
These things considered, we have no reason to suspect, 
that the Antediluvians could want opportunities of know* 
ing the true God and his willf or of reviving the remem-> 
brance of them as often as need sbotild require : conse-* 
quently, there is not the least probability of their having 
been left entirely to the light of nature^ without any other 
guide* We may therefore presume to strike off die first 
1656 years out of the 4000 ; either because we can prove 
that all mankind had opportunities of knowing God's re- 
vealed will during that time^; or because, at least, it never 
has been, never can be proved, that the Antediluvians had 
no other guide but natural reason* 

After the flood, fiiesh revelations were given to Noah, 
beyond what he had before received. He lived till within 
two years of the birth of Abraham ; and Shem lived till 
Isaac was fifty y^rs old. The patriarchal religion ob- 
tained during those times, and it was a mixture of natural 
and revealed reli^n together P, both as to duties and 
sanctions of duty. The great age which men then lived 
to could not but help to preserve a sense of religion 

* Gen. ii. 2, 3. See Bedford's Scripture Chronology, p. 6, &c. 121. Al- 
IU'b ReflectionB upon Genesis^ ch. rii. p. 34, &c. 

- • Goi. W. 3, 4. 

* See Dr. Jenkins's Ressonableaess, &e. voL 1. p. 37, 46. 
p See Cumberland, Orig. Antiq. 404, 407. 
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amongst them, unless they grew culpably careless and 
unobserving. None could want opportunities either of 
acquiring, or, if lost, of recovering the knowledge of God 
and his laws, but through their own favU* If some na- 
tions (as particularly Chaldea) corrupted the true religion 
before Abraham's days, yet it cannot be proved that all 
did<i, or that any had lost all rememhrance of it> or that 
there were not yet remaining monuments of the true and 
ancient religion every where, or that there were not 
preachers of righteousness still left, (such as Melchizedek,) 
who might be as lights to others that sl|<>uld be disposed 
to attend to them, or to reform by them. Upon these 
and the like considerations, I may now take upon me to 
deduct at least two thousand years out of the four thou- 
sand ; either because (as I before said) we can prove that 
the bulk of mankind, so far, were not left to the mere 
Ughi of nature, or because it cannot be proved that they 
were. 

Abraham from the time of his call (A. M. 9083.) be- 
came (as I observed formerly the great reviver and re- 
storer both of natural and revealed reli^on> by himself 
and his issue, and by his nephew Lot and his issue^ which 
in process of time grew up into many and great nations. 
And they carrying the mark of ^^ circumcision, the seal 
'< of the righteousness of faith,'' with them, (besides the 
outward rites of sacrifices, and probably of the Sabbath,) 
and conveying the same to their posterity, could not fait 
to perpetuate the memory of the true religion for a con- 
siderable time, insomuch that none could lose it but 
through their own fault: or if any lost it, there were still 
memorials enough left whereby to recover it, if men were 
disposed towards it. How long Abraham's religion 
(which was true reli^on, and acceptable to God) conti- 
nued among the nations descending from him, or aUied to 
him, we do not certainly know : but that it spread vastly 

1 See Shnckibrd's Connection, toI. i. p. 304—313. H7de*s Rdig. vet. 
Pen. p. 16, 22. Sir Isaac Newton's Chronology, 187, 188. 
' See above, p. 68. 
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wider than the small territories of Judea is certain. Tbe 
Laoedemoaians retained tbe memory of him for above 
one thousand six hundred years after; and claimed kin- 
dred with the Jews as being ^ of the stock of Abraham* :" 
and it is well known that the Persians have preserved bis 
name to this day, as I before intimated ^ 

Wlien the people of the Jews grew up, they became^ 
as It were, a burning and a shining light to the rest of the 
world, to ^ve all nations opporiuniiies, at least, of know- 
ing in some measure the true God^ and his revealed will. 
For ** by the constitution of the Jewish law and govern- 
^ meat, as well as by die providence of God in all his 
^ diqiensations towards that people, effectual care was 
** taken, diat all the necessary points of religion, which 
^ concern mankind in general, should by them be oom« 
*' municated to the rest of the world V 

Egypt, that most great and flourishing kingdom of the 
andent times, and which being itsdf corrupted, was like 
to become the Ibuntiun of idolatries to odier nations, that 
kingdom, I say, had early and signal opportunities given 
them for die revivii^ tbe know]e<]^ of the true God and 
true religion, by means of tbe Hebrews so long sojourn* 
ing amongst them, and by the exceeding great wooers 
God wrouglbt there. With what prindpal view God 
wroug ht them, himself declares: Thb Eotptians 

SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THB LoKt)^. And agaiU^ 

with respei^t to Pharaoh king of Egypt, he says : For 

THIS CAU«B HAYS I RAISBD THSB UP, (kept thee Still 

alive, instead of destroying thee,) for to shbw in thbb 
VT powbr; and taat If t name may be declared 

THROVOHOUT ALL THB BARTH T. 

In Moses's time, the nations had heard thb 
FAME of the God of Israel >: and then it was that the 

• 1 Maccab. zii. 21. Joseph. Andq. lib. zii. c. 4. p. 530. edit. Hvcte. 

•■ See above, p. 69. 

« Jenkine's Reasonableness, tol. & pref. p- 36. 

X Babod. 5ni. 5. xiv. 4. t^ Ezod. iz. 16. 

X Knmb. xiv. 15. 

VOL. VI. N 
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Lord said: As I live, all the earth shall be 

FULL OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD^. MoseS also 

takes particular notice of the wisdom of the Divine laws, 
and that the Gentiles all around should be apprised of it, 
and admire it, Deut. iv. 6. 

The wars of Canaan in the time of Joshua, and after, 
carried in them such visible marks of a Divifie power on 
the side of Israd, as served to spread the fame of the 
true God to all the nations around* 

In David's time, the God of Israel was known far and 
near. The fame of David went out ihto all 

LANDS, AND THE LoRD BROUGHT THE FEAR OF 

HIM UPON ALL NATIONS ^. And what the intent of all 
was, David himself intimates: to declare the glo- 
ry OF God among the heathen, his wonders 

AMONG ALL PEOPLE^, 

In the time of Solomon also, the fame of the true 
God was diffused all around. All vhe kings of thb 

EARTH sought THE PRESENCE OF SOLOMON, TO 
HEAR Hia WISJ^OM, THAT GOD HAD PUT IN HIS 

HEART^ a Chron. ix. 2$. Hiram, king of Tyre, learned 
among others to bless the Lord God of Israel.^ 

THAT MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH <1. The Quceu of 

Sheba came fiom the southern parts of Arabia Felix 
(some say Ethiopia) to hear the wisdom of Solomon : 
and she iJso blessed the Lord his God^ Several 
of the ancients have thought that she became a proselyte : 
and the tradition among the Ethiopian Habyssines seems 
to favour it: but nothing certain can be determined in 
that matter. Such as have a mind to inquire into it may- 
consult Ludolfiis's History of Ethiopia, (lib. ii. c. 3.) and 
Natalis Alexander's Ecclesiastical History, tom. ii. p« 

I have not room to mention several memorable pardcu- 

« Numb. xiv. 21. ^ 1 Cbron. idr, 17. 

e PMl. xcvi. 3. *2 Chron. U. 12. 1 Kings v. f. 

• 1 Kings X. 9. See the remarkable words of Solomon's pnyery in lelaiioB 
to strangert of the Gentiles, 1 Kings viii. 41, 42, 43. 
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lars relating to God's manifestations of himself to the 
Gentiles, between the reign of Solomon and tlie captivity. 
The reader that desires information therein may turn to 
Dr, Jenkins. But it will be proper to take notice of 
some very remarkable decrees and proclamations issued 
out at several times by the then greatest monarchs upon 
earth. 

Nebuchadnezzar ruled over all Chaldea, Assyria, Ara- 
bia, Syria, and Palestine. His first decree (before Christ 
($03.) is as follows : 

I MAKE A DECREE, That evert people, nation, 

AND LANGUAGE, WHICH SPEAK ANY THING AMISS 
AGAINST THE GoD OP ShADRACH, MeSHBCH, AND 
AbEDNEGO, shall be CUT IN PIECES, AND THEIR 
HOUSES SHALL BE MADE A DUNGHILL: BECA17SB 
THERE IS NO OTHER GoD TtlAT CAN DELIVER 
AFTER THIS SORT^ 

About forty years after (ann. 563.) he sent out a pro- 
clamation thus: Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto 

ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES, THAT 
DWELL IN ALL THE EARTH; PeACE BE MULTIPLIED 
UNTO TOU. I THOUGHT IT GOOD TO SHOW THE 
SIGNS AND WONDERS THAT THE HIGH GOD HATH 
WROUGHT TOWARDS MES, &C. 

Darius the Mede afterwards issued out his edict as fol- 
lows, sA>out the year before Christ 538. 

King Darius wrote unto all people, na- 
tions, AND LANGUAGES, THAT DWELL IN ALL THE 

earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make 
A DECREE, That in evert dominion of my king- 

DGM men tremble AND FEAR BEFORE THE GoD 

OF Daniel: for he is the living God, and 

STEDFAST FOR EVER, AND HIS KINGDOM THAT 
VTHICH SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED, AND HIS DOMI- 
NION SHALL BE EVEN UNTO THE END^. ThuS WaS 

the true God proclaimed, in solemn form, over the whole 

f Dan. iU. 29. 1 Dan. it. 1, 2. ^ Dan. vi. 25, 26. 

N % 
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Persian empire^ as brfore over the Babylonian ; both of 
them of very wide extent. 
Not long after^ in the year 536, Cyms^ soccesaor to 

Darius, MADE A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL 
HIS KINGDOM, AND PUT IT ALSO IN WRITING, SAT- 
ING, Thus saith Cyrus king of Pbrsxa, All thb 

KINGDOMS OF THE EARTH HATH THB LORD GoD OF 
HEAVEN GIVEN MB; AND HE HATH CHARGED ME 
TO BUILD HIM A HOUSE IN JERUSALEM, WHICH IS 
IN JUDAH>, &C. 

Seventeen years after, (ami. 519O t))eie was a like pro- 
clamatioB issued out by Darius Hystaspis, in favour of 
the Jews : and the reason or 0x>tive assigned for it was 
as follows: That thby mat offer sacrificbs of 

SWEET SAVOURS UNTO THE GOD OF HEAVEN, AND 
FRAY FOR THE LIFE OF ' THE KING, AND OP HI* 
SONS^. 

It was about this time, or a little before, that Zoroa* 
stres, borrowing his hints from the Jewish religion, (with 
the assistance fir«t of Hystaspes, and next of Darios,) 
made a great reform all over Persia l; setting up the wor«* 
ship of the one God, and teaching the doctrines of a geme^ 
ral resufrecii&n, and a day of judgmetUy and everlasting 
rewards of good men, with everlasting pumiskmenh of die 
wicked. Doctrines which natural light had not taught ; 
and which, though before revealed to mankind, had been 
in a great measure sunk, or obscured by length of time* 
And these were what Zoroastres at that time taught» 
though not without a mixture of sevesal anoient eu^r* 
stitions which the people were wedded to : and these are 
what the Ma^an sect in India and in Persia are said to 
have held from that time to this day* 

There is yet another decree^ or proclamaiion, by Aita^ 
xerxes (Longimanus) about the year 457,^ adcnowledg* 

» 2 ChroB. xxxvi. 22, 23. Ezra i. I, 2. . 
k Ezra tL 10. 

1 See Sir Isaac Newton's Chronologfy, p. 34, 40, &c. Prideaax's ConnecL 
part i. p. 169, \fO. fol. edit Hyde» Relig. vet Pers. c 21, 22» 23. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



POSTSCRIPT. iSt 

ing the God of heaven, and granting privileges to the 
Jews"». 

Now the inference I draw from these several decrees, 
or proclamations, of the then greatest potentates of the 
Gentile world, is, that such public and repeated notices 
given of the true God would of course make all nadons 
and people (if not culpably careless, stupid, or prejudiced) 
inquisitive to know who this Jehovah, this high God 
was, what he had done, what people he had more parti- 
cularly fiivoured, and why, what laws he had published, 
and what kind of religion he had instituted. Those na- 
tions therefore (a very considerable part of the Gentile 
world) bad opportuniiies of becoming in some measure 
«oqu«nted with the true Grod, and with the most substan- 
tial points, at least, of revealed religion. And that such 
was God's real design, in those and the like manifesta- 
tions of himself to the Gentiles, is expressly declared by 
Im Prophet Isaiah, in these empbatical words 3 That 

TBBY MAT KNOW FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, 
AND FROM THE WEST, THAT THERE IS NONE BE- 
SIDES me: I AM THE Lord, there is none blsb°. 
God declares also, by his Prophet Ezekiel, how particu- 
lar a regard he had to the Gentiks, in his dispensations 
towards the Jews, that his name should not be 
POLLUTED, nor his honour suffer diminution in their 

aiOHT ^. 

I might descend much lower, and observe how the 
Jews were dispersed all the world over, how the Scrip- 
tures were translated into a language generally under- 
stood, how proselytes flowed in to them in prodigious 
numbers every where ; and how they, and their God, and 



« Eira Yii. 12, 13. 

■ fsa. xIt. 6. See Vitringa In loc Ov)) yJ^ 2ta *Ut^mUvf /uuitf • ^ifit h, 

f^erti, torn. i. c 12. p. 57. ed. Bened. 
• Ecek. xz. 9, 14, 22. xtxv\, 22, 23, 36. 

N3 
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their religion became notified to the Grecian and Roman 
empires, (though not in so illustrious a manner,) as before 
to the Egyptian^ Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian. The 
Gentiles were not left to mere natural light, but had fre- 
quent supernatural notices sent them from above, in every 
age. For froni the time that the Israelites grew up to be 
a nation, for a long course of years, or centuries of years, 
God visibly exerted his power in an extraordinary man« 
ner; manifesting himself, by means of the Jews, to the 
Gentile world. Indeed, for the last four hundred years, 
or thereabouts, from the time of the Prophet Malachi to 
the times of the Gospel, those exiraordinary dispensations 
ceased. And for that time it may be said, that God left 
the Gentiles to **walk in their own ways," in a more em- 
phatical sense than before, sending them no such extraor- 
dinary calls, nor affording any miractdous attestations or 
prophecies. And yet even during that time, they had 
some less awakening opportunities offered them by their 
conversing with the Jews dispersed all abroad, (especially 
in the larger cities, Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, and by 
reading the Greek Scriptures, as before hinted. Now 
though those several intimations given. to the heathen 
world, made no public reform any where that we certainly 
know of, (unless I may except what I before mentioned 
in respect of Persia,) yet how many private converts were 
brought in, no one can tell : they might be numberless. 
But supposing tbem more or fewer, the question is not, 
(so fiir as Divine goodness or justice is concerned in it,) 
what use men really made of the Divine iavours, but what 
they might have made. 

Upon the whole, I do not think it can be proved that 
in the 4000 or 4007 years before Christ, the bulk of 
mankind, or any considerable number of them, were ever 
left so destitute of opportunities^ or so barred from all access 
to Divine r£t;^/a/toji, as the objection supposes; but that 
generally they might have come at the knowledge of the 
truc^ God and his revealed will, if they would have used 
the proper care, pains, and diligence, which such a weighty 
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concern required. And it wiirt>e much harder to show^ 
what. nations, and when, wanted all opportunities of know- 
ing the true God and his laws, than to show which had 
tbem^., 

But I luive more to add in opposition to the report, that 
the Gentiles <^ had nothing but reason to guide them P'' 
all that time : on which supposition the argument for the 
sufficiency of reason entirely depends. In the full extent 
and latitude which the argument supposes, the fact per- 
haps cannot be proved of any considerable kingdom or 
country in »iy age of the world. It cannot be proved, 
that either the religion or the morality which the Pagans 
had, (so far as it was true and right,) was wrought out by 
mere reastm, or that it was not in a great measure the re- 
mains of ancient revelation^ handed down by tradition. 

Grotius observes <i of the doctrine of the immortality of 
the soul, and a future life, that it was derived from the 
remotest antiquity to almost all civilized nations, and 
even lo the more barbarous also; no probable account 
whereof can be given, but that it was handed down from 
the sons of Noah, or from the immediate sons of Adam. 

After Grotius, our learned Bishop Bull says^^; '^ From 
** the same original, (with sacrifices,) 1 question not, it is, 
^' that the notion of a life to come hath been always found 
** among the heathen nations, even some of the most bar- 
<< barous nations; of whom neither we nor our forefathers^ 
<' for many ages past, had any knowledge, till the later 
*^ discoveries of a new world.'* 



• Fallimtiir itaqne, quotquot religiouB Hebnice insfitata Ita angustis Pa- 
beatniaB Uinitilyas inclusa fiiisse arbitrantnr, ut non eonun oognitio ad alias 
quoque gentes dimanarit: aut qui tarn abjectam semper ftiisae JadsBoram 
nomen caviQantor, ut deridiculo taotum aliis eonun dogmata foerint. Non 
fint sane in ea opinione Origenes, cijus Iubc adversus Celsum (lib. i. p. 15.) 
VCrlM extant— Km) yi^ Ir^flTi Tw ZXm rtS ns9fu¥ ltifM9fyi»t tiftws nBuftUw 

ff%im JEgyptiae, p. 269. 

p True Fonndation of Natural and Revealed ReligioDy &c. p. 83. 
4 Grotius de Veritat Relig. Christian, lib. i. c. 22. 

* Bull's Posth. Sermons, p. 590. 

N4 
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Another learned writer? observes from Cicero, ^ that 
^* the doctrine of the immortaliiy of the soul was delivered 
<< down from all antiquity ; that the ancients gave no rea^ 
*' sons to prove it by, but received it by tradition; that 
<^ Plato was the first who attempted to prove it by argu- 
'< ment, in order to show how bx feason could pioceed 
*^ upon those grounds which were then known in the 
** world ftom reuelaium" 

Another judicious author <i maintains, move at lavge, 
that the doctrine of ^future life was a tradition current in 
all nations, handed down from the fir»t pavenfes oi man- 
kind. What ccmfirms it is, that it wa» more firmly be- 
lieved by the vulgar y than it was by the phihsophers ; 
who, by reasoning upon it, only tendered it more dcubiful 
than before, as they wanted certain principles to go upon, 
and considered not how to trace the tradition up to its 
fountain head. A further argument of it is, that the eter- 
nity of future rewards and punishments was believed by 
the generality, as may be learned from Lucretius before 
cited': a notion not likely to have been suggested by 
reason, but very likely to have descended from revelation, 
conveyed by the Jews to the Gentiles : for so the Persians 
had it, as has been mentioned above. 

I may add, that even the notion of a Deity, though it 
might be learned from reason, yet might more probably 
descend by tradition. Or however, it was undoubtedly 
kept up by the custom of saerifiees, derived down from 
our first parents; and which cannot reasonably be sup- 
posed to have been mere wilUworship, but owing to Di- 
vine appointment. The religion therefore of the ancient 
Heathens (like that of the Mahometans at present) was 
ancient revecdei religion', but miserably corrupted and 

» Jenkiin's Reasoinbleiiess, yoL i. p. 379. See Tolly, ToscoL Disp. lib. i. 
cap. 12, 17. 

4 NichoUs'B Confereooe, part ▼. p. 222, &c Compare Wltrii /Egyptiacay 
Kb. ii. cap. zr. p. 178, &c. 

' See alao Jenkina, toI. ii. p. 265. 

» Vid. Voia. de Orig. Idetoiato. Ub. L cap. I. p. 2. et paarim. 

CarpflOTins 
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depraved by buman follies and superstitioiis. It is very 
nataral to suppose it, because it is certdbi that all man- 
kind were once, yea twice, of the same true religion, and 
had the same true worship, tSl they defiled it; some 
sooner and some later, some more and some less. What 
was good in the Pagan religion was, or however might 
be, the remains of Divine revelation, whQe what was bad 
was human invention. Yet bad as their religion was, it 
was much better than none: for, whatever some may pre- 
tend, even mperstition and idolatry, in the general, are 
vastly better than atheism, or no religion^. Therefore 
Epicurus's remedy for superstition was much worse than 
the disease. 

I shall only observe farther, that it cannot be proved 
that the Pagan morality, the soundest and best part of it, 
was wrought out by mere dint of reason. It is much more 
probable, as hath been argued by learned men", that even 
their moral precepts were owing to revelation, handed 
down from father to son. God Almighty did not leave it 
to his own people the Jews, to find out by reason, that 
they ought to honour father and mother, that they should 
not commit mnrder nor adultery ; should not steal, nor 
bear false witness : he instructed them in those plain 
things, and commanded them to instruct their children in 
the same'. Now, as these moral rules were conveyed 
from Jew to Jew in succession, so it is not improbable 
ibat tJie like might be conveyed by tradition from the 

Ourpzovinfl takes nolioe as follows : Nee dubium amplius est, muversanr 
fne Ethniconim Theologiam, caltomqae ilium variimr, ex Mose <jasqiie 
■cdptifl» et popoU Israelitici soleiinibus promanaase : qnod Ger. Jo. Vosttiv 
is amplisslmis iUis de idolokUrim origine et progresstt commeDtariis demon* 
stratum dedit Carpzov, Introduct. ad Ubr, BibHcatf part i. p. 1 12. 

WitsinSy in Ids ^gyptiaca, shows the same thing. Conf. Joseph, contr* 
Apion. lib. iL cap. 16. et cap. 39. Just Mart Apol. i. cap. 57. 

* See Bazbeyrac's notes to Puffend. lib. ii. cap. 4. Fabridos de Vent 
Relig. Christian, p. 337. 

« Jenkins, vol. i. p. 376, &c. Nicbolls's Confer, part iL p. 32, &c Vid: 
Tertnll. Apol. cap. 45. 

« Dfut vl, 6, 7. 
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sons of Noah, or from the Jews, to the Gentile world. 
At least, it cannot be proved, that reason either first dis* 
covered them, or alone supported them : and therefore it 
is begging the question to say, even in this respect, that 
the Gentiles had no guide but reason. 

To be short, here seems to have been a great mistake 
in this matter, by not attending rightly, but confounding 
two very distinct things. It had been often said, and it is 
true, that the world was without the Christian revelation 
(properly so called) for 40G0 years together: but it is 
quite another thing to say, it was without all reuelation, 
and thereupon to ground an argument for the sufficiency 
of mere natural light, or unassisted reason. This fact is not 
true, but is plainly and evidently /a/^e* : and the other fact, 
which is really true, is not at all to the purpose of proving 
the sufficiency of mere reason. For it is supposed that the 
world, all that time, had nothing else but natural light, 
when they really had something else^ though they bad not 
the Christian revelation. They had most of them oppor^ 
tumties of coming at Divine revelation directly: they all 
of them had something of it, indirectly, by tradition, 
though they did not make the full or the right use of 
either y. 

5. As to the present Pagans and Mahometans^ which 
the report computes to be ^ve parts in six of the whole 
world, I shall not examine into the justness of the calcu- 
lation. It is sufficient for me to observe, that the author 
ought to reckon none in his list but such as have never 
heard of Christ, never had opportunities of hearing of him ; 
because his argument, drawn from the Divine justice and 
goodness, is not concerned in any other. Let him there- 
fore first make the proper reduction in the account, and 
then see what it amounts to. Can any man think it a 
reflection upon Divine justice or goodness, that Maho^ 



f Licet enim ad ea, qns initio expOBoimiUy inukHmet ac nahtrm himme 
posset penreniri ; non piopterea tamen exisdmandum Gentiles nniTersoa ad 
omnium eonim notidam perreoisae. you, de IdoMatr, fib. i. cap. 4. p. 1 1. 
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metans will not be Christians; any more than that Papists 
will not be Protestants? The Mahometans have so many 
Christians living amongst them, and besides have so much 
of Christ, aad of both Testaments, in the Alcoran iuelf, 
that it must be owned they have had intimations and op- 
portunities sufficient to bring them back to the Christian 
religion, whenever they shall be in a disposition for it. 
As to Pagan idolaters, there are Christians, more or fewer, 
dispersed amongst them almost all the world over, to give 
notice of the Christian name: to say nothing of Jews, 
who are so many standing evidences of the truth of Divine 
revelations, both theirs and ours. But if men will take no 
hints, nor embrace the opportunities which God has put 
into their hands, how is Divine goodness or justice at all 
chargeable on that score ? 

Besides, when it is certain that Christianity has been 
anciently propagated all the world over, (unless perhaps 
there may be some doubt of America,) and when it is 
known also, for what reasons God sometimes seiids a fa- 
mine of the ward of God ^, or removes the candlestick 
from any nation ^ ; and it may be hard to prove that he has 
ever removed it, or withheld it, from any that have been 
worthy of it, or disposed for it, or that might not have 
been rendered more guilty by it : and since it is not for us 
to* know how often, or when, it may be proper for ah all- 
wise God to interpose extraordinarily, for the restoring re- 
ligion once lost through the follies and vices of men; nei- 
ther can we presume to say, that it would have been in aU 
views, or upon the whole, better, or so well, for God to 
have interposed oftener than in fact he has done: these 
things considered, it may behove us to forbear all unhand- 
some reflections upon the Divine conduct, lest it should 
be charging God foolishly, and to choose rather to rest 
the account of the whole thing, where it ought to rest, 
upon the incurable iniquity and perverseness of mankind. 

• Amofi?iii. 11. 

• Rerelat u. 5. Matt zii. 41, 43. Rom. i. 28. 
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The author of the liqwrt conceives, that human reusim 
is suffkieni to do great matters. I bdbve so too, while 
imder the conduct of Divine reas9fi and reveqled Hght: 
otherwise, as it has always made a very deplorable figure 
in the world, with respect to dknne things, so it always 
will do. Superstition, idolatry, scepticism^ atheism^ all have 
been owing to human reason's deserting its Divine guide. 
If reason be likely to discover all duties, why should 
it not discover the duty of reoeiving revelation f For to 
a man that believes a God, there is no clearer or more 
certain dictate of reason than this, that he oi^ht to in* 
quire seriously, impartially, and pakifuUy afiker God's will, 
(wi/«ra/ or revealed,) and when he has ftmnd it, humbly 
and reverently to submit to it. This appears to me a much 
easier, shorter, and more rational way of proceeding, (if 
men would be rational,) than for every peasant, mechanic, 
or day-labourer, to attempt to draw out for himsdf an en- 
tire system of ethics, a scheme of duties towards God, his 
neighbour, and himself. In that way he must first be able 
to determine, whether he be made up of a body and a 
soul; and next, whether there will be any future state, and 
any distinction of rewards and punishments there : for upon 
those things not only the life of virtue, but the very no- 
tien of it depends b; inasmuch as nothing can be virime 
which is not rational conduct in such or sudi ciream* 
stances. Now, if after getting over all Epicurean objectioiM 
he decides for a future state, &c. still it will require- a 
strong head and dose application, together with a pm'e 
heart, for a man to make just and impartial rules for him^ 
self, and to draw out a regular system in all its branches. If 

^ Quo denpto, quit tam tatet ament, qui semper in kbonbasy et pwimlw 
▼iveret ? Otcer. Twc, Disp, lih. i. eap. 1 5. 

Quod igitur erit discrimen virtutia ac sceleris, d nibii interest, vtmmiie 
Aristides at aliqais, aa Fbalaris ? utrum Cato, an CatiUna ? LaeianL in^* 
sikut, lib. i&. cap. 19. Conf. lib. ▼. eap. 19. lib. Ti. 9. 

If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephemu, what ad- 
rantageth it me, if the dead rise not ? Let as eat and drink^ for to morrow we 
die. I Cor. xy. 32. 
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men were disposed towards such work as this, they would 
be much more disposed to come into Divine revelation. 

The sum then of all is this : Revealed religion (as well as 
natural) has been much neglected in the world. Human 
reason, bad it been content to follow Divine direction, had 
dose right and well : but by affecting an independency, 
and striking into separate measures, it has generally gone 
wvong. This misoonduct has been owing to stupidity, to 
sloth, to prejudices, to pride, or lust, or other vile affec* 
tions ; to tlie world's loi^g darkness more than lighif their 
deeds being e^l. Here lies the pinch of the whole tlung. 
It was an <^d objection agamst reastm^s being the gift of 
God, that so very Jew had made a right use of it, or had 
enjoyed it in any great perfection^. And that was then 
urged as an argument for jitheism, as another very like it 
(drawn from the small number of those that have en- 
joyed revelation) has been lately urged in behalf of De^ 
tMH^. But they are neither of them arguments for any 
thing I know of; except it be for humility and godly fear. 
It is enough, that God has given xxs faculties, and has given 
us also oppertuniiiesy as it hath pleased him : and he is the 
unening Judge how far men have culpably neglected or 
abused either. And at the last great day, men will not be 
oondemned for any imperfections or misfortunes which 
tiiey oould not help, but for faults only. Whatever may 
become of poor ignorant heathens, or any that have la- 
boured under invincible ignoratioe or stupidity, yet that 
(God be thanked) is not our case, neither does it at all 
conoem us. We live in the days of light and knowledge, 
under the blessed sunshine of the Gospd. And as we 

* -So A* Amdemic Ib CSeeio. Quaniobreni ri mens volniitasqne dlvioa 
iddroo oonaidiiit bominibiis, good Ut Iwgita est ruHamem, iia toHi ooimlBil 
quo* bona raiume donavH: qnos Tidenras, n modo nUi sint, ease perpaooos. 
Kon placet antem paucit a diis immortalibus esse oonsultam. Sequitur ergo 
ut nemfaii oonsQltam sit. deero de Nat. Dew, lib. iii. cap. 27. p. 319. 

* See CbristiaDity as Old, ftc p. 401. where tbe author says, ^'Can a he- 
" ing be denominated merrifhl and good, who is so only to a /fir, but cmd 
*' and immerdful to the rest?** The argument is parallel, and the same an* 
Bwer will serve for both. 
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have no ignorance to pkad, but what is wilful, (and which 
is itself criminal,) we have no hope, nor so much as 
shadow of hope left us, if we << neglect so great salva- 
« tion/* 

From what hath been said, we may be able to judge 
the more distinctly of the noisy plea concerning the '^ suf- 
*' ficiency of reason." The phrase has been variously and 
uncertainly used in this controversy, and in more senses 
than one. 

I. If it means that reason is absolutely^ and in itself ^ 
a sufficient guide in religion^ the position is undoubtedly 
false. The sufficiency of reason is best seen in being sen- 
sible of its own insufficiency, and in its steady adhering to 
supernatural light, so far as it can be had : this is the first 
lesson of true wisdom. The farther men have gone off 
from it, the more they have been bewildered : ^' professing 
'^ themselves to be wise, they became fools." What true 
wisdom was left in the heathen world, when Christ came, 
lay chiefly in the slender, broken remains of ancient revela- 
tion, stifled almost and smothered with innumerable super* 
siitions. Some common principles relating to a Deity, and 
the sanctions of a world to come, served to keep up, in 
some measure, the sacredness of oaths and contracts, and 
to support human society : and if vulgar tradition had not 
in that case overruled the reasonings of philosophers, there 
would not have been left even so much as that. For it is 
plain enough (not to mention other instances) that the 
doctrine oifuiure punishments was almost bfuiished from 
the Schools^; while philosophy saw and disapproved the 
superstitious part, and, instead of correcting it, ran into a 
worse extreme, rejecting the whole : which in direct con- 
sequence was overturning all religion and morality. See 
from hence, what the sufficiency of reason amounted to, 
when left to its own wanderings. Neither would it suc- 
ceed much better at this day, if the same experiment were 
again to be tried. 

• See Lactantius, lib. Ui. cap. 19. lib. ii. cap. 3. Whitby of the Necessity of 
the Christian Rcvelatiooy p. 149, &c. 158, &c. 
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2. If it be said, that reason however is suiSdent hypo- 
theticallffy or by accident, where there is nothing else, 
(though it is putting an uncomnion case,) yet neither is 
that true in any proper sense. For, in such a case, it is 
the mercy of God, through the merits of Christ, that is 
sufficient to overlook intnncible ignorance : not that such 
ignorance is a sufficient guide* If a blind man may be 
brought into harbour for his well-meant travels, though he 
had quite mistaken his road ; yet who wo«ld say that 
blindness was sufficient to direct the way ? No : but bis 
honest endeavours were mercifully accepted as sufficient, 
diough he blindly wandered and went wide. 

3« There is another sense of the sufficiency of reason, 
grounded upon the former. It was sufficient, some think, 
to answer all the purposes of Divine wisdom or goodness; 
because when Grod gives nothing eUe, he will require no 
more of a man than to make his best of it, and he may ac- 
cept him on those terms : therefore it was needless to su- 
peradd revelation, as it is needless (for the same reason) 
to give any man more sense than an idiot. 

True, it was needless in one view, but not needless in 
every view : so this is arguing (as the Schools speak) a 
dicto secundum quid, ad dictum simpliciier, from a thing's 
being needless in one respect, to its being needless abso^ 
lutely, which is false reasoning. It was highly needful' 
notwithstanding, to superadd revelation for many good 
reasons, respecting both this world and the next. It is a 
mean and an abject thought in us Christians to ask, why 
we might not have been left as much in darkness and in 
igmrance as the heathen world was. Shall we murmur 
and complain of bebg favoured with light and knowledge t 
But this being shameful, the question commonly is turned 
the other way : why were not they favoured in like man- 
ner as we? The proper answer is, God knows^: and the 

' Vid. Orig. contr. Cds. p. 165. Arnob. contr. Gent. lib. ii. in fine. Euaeb. 
EocL Hist lib. i. cap. 2. p. 5. edit Vales. Theod. Hierapent Serm. tI. p. 101. 
alias 579. Gregor. Nyssen. torn. iii. p. 341. Augustin. ad Deograt Epist 102. 
Philastr. H»res. cxxxv. p. 294. Cyiill. Alex, oontr. Anthropomorph. cap. 24. 
p. 118. 
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^'me^anddieieaionf for every thing are in Aifpot^tfr* His 
wbckmi is seen in variety and in the several degrees and 
orders of creatures, whether of the same or of a difl^rent 
qpedes. He puts some into a h^^her order of service and 
more laborious duty ; for a higher reward, or else for a 
severer doom : he puts others into a lower order of service 
and easier duty ; for a lower reward, or for a milder doom. 
The wisdom, justice, and goodness of God do not require 
that he shotdd put ^1 creatures (wlielher of the same or of 
a difierent species) into the same rank or order; but that 
he should adjust their present services and their final re- 
tributions to the order be puts them into. This he has 
done, and will do : and thus will the Judge of all the earth 
do r^ht. If any difficulty remains, it becomes ignorant 
creatures of yesterday, to be modest and patient, and to 
wait till they see the end. 
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% Chbon. XVIII. i8— 22. 
I SAW THE Lord sitting upon his thronb, and 

ALL THE HOST OP HEAVEN STANDINO ON HIS RIGHT 
RAND AND ON HIS LEFT. AnO THE LORD SAID, 

Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that 

HE MAT GO UP AND FALL AtRaMOTH-GiLEAD ? AnD 
ONE SPAKE SATING AFTER THIS MANNER, AND AN- 
OTHER SAYING AFTER THAT MANNER. ThEN THERE 
CAME OUT A SPIRIT, AND STOOD BEFORE THBLoRD, 
AND SAID, I WILL ENTICE HIM. AnD THE LORD 

SAID UNTO HIM, Wherewith? And he said, I 

WILL GO OUT, AND BE A LYING SPIRIT IN THE 
MOVTR OF ALL HIS PROPHETS. AnD THE LORD 

SAID, Thou shalt entice him, and thou sbalt 
ALSO prevail: go out, and do even so* Now 

THEREFORE, BEHOLD, THE LoRD HATH PUT A LYING 
SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF THESE TRY PROPHETS, 
AND THE Lord hath spoken evil AGAINST THEE. 

J. HIS chapter contains the history of king Ahab's being 
deceived by four hundred fiedse prophets, whom he had sent 
for to soothe and flatter him i as his way was to encou- 
rage those that would prophesy ^^ smooth things," while 
he as much maligned and persecuted all such as had the 
fiddity and courage to tell him an ungrateful truths So 
siBoe tliat ungodly prince hated the truth, and loved a /f>, 
God permitted him to be deceived by liars, and thereby to 
foil : which is what the true Prophet Micaiah represented 
beforehand to him in a lively and aflecting parable. It is 
twice recorded in h<^ Scripture ; first, in the aad of the 
first of Kings, and again in the i8th of the second of 
Chronicles, as is here presented to the reader* Our Ob- 

« See 1 Kings xxii. 8, 18^ 26, 27. 2 Chron. xviii. 7, 25, 26. 
O 2 
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jector, ignorantly imagining that those four hundred pro- 
phets were prophets of the Lordy like Elisha, with whom 
he joins them, after telling us how Elisha deceived Ben- 
hadad, (that is to say, after telling us his own dreams^,) 
he proceeds in bis abusive manner as follows <^ : ** But I 
^' need not mention single prophets deceiving, or being 
<< deceived, when the Scripture tells us of four hundred 
<* being deceived at once, to the destruction of a number 
<^ of innodent persons/' Then he sett down at length the 
parable of Micaiah, out of the i8th of Chronicles, from 
verse 18. to the 21st inclusive. 

Now the sum of the matter amounts only to this : the 
prophets who came to Ahab were not the Lord's pro- 
phets, but Ahab's prophets. They spake at all adven- 
tures, what they presumed would please him, like fawn- 
ing parasites and flattering sycophants. A spirit of lying 
was upon them all, because they were disposed to flatter 
the- king's humour, found their gain in it, or durst do no 
other. This is the short and true account of the whole 
matter ; and this is what Micaiah sets forth in the parable 
he then delivered. But because our Objector more than 
once confounds false prophets with truef though they 
agree in nothing but the name ; and because the subject is 
of some importance, and may deserve a more minute dis- 
cussion, I shall in this place discourse more at lai^ upon 
what concerns false prophets in general, and those four 
hundred in particular, and Micaiah's parable thereto re* 
lating. 

I. As to false prophets in general, it is no marvel that 
there should be such men. Prophet is a name of honour, 
and carries dignity along with it : and therefore where 
there are true prophets, there will be pretenders also, 
raised up perhaps by their own vanity or avarice, or other 
corrupt motives. Where there are prophets and pastors to 
guide and instruct honest and faithful men, there will be 

^ See the case of Elisha and Benhadad fairly represented, p. 157, &c 
« Christian)^ as Old, &c p. 257. 
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onti'prophets and anti-pastors^ to misguide and seduce 
those that will be misled by them. As long as there are 
persons in the world that love to be soothed and flattered 
in their follies or vices; while they say to the seers. 
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not 
unto os right things; speak unto us smooth 
THINGS, PROPHESY DECEITS <^: I Say, as long as the 
world \ove% flattery 9 there will he flatterers ; and as long 
as they love deceity there will be deceivers : and so while 
false prophecy or false doctrine is more acceptable than 
truey there will of course be false prophets or false teachers^ 
as the very nature of the thing shows, and as the experi- 
ence of all ages abundantly proves. The true prophets 
and pastors, under the Old Testament, often complained 
of those false teachers and seducers, those loose casuists, 
that studied little else but how to contrive palatable doc- 
trines for all tastes, or to sew pillows to all arm- 
holes^. There v^ere many such men-pleasersy both in 
Israel and Judah^, but more particularly in Israel. For 
firoro the time that king Jeroboam had drawn the ten 
tribes into a revolt, and, to prevent their return, had set up 
altars at Dan and Bethel, in opposition to the temple of 
Jerusalem 8, there was altar erected against altar, and 
priests against priests, to emulate the service and worship 
of tbe^house of Judah. And because prophets also were 
an honour to any church or state, and the true prophets 
of the Lord were all against the idolatry of the golden 
calves; therefore the ten tribes, with their kings, were 
under the stronger temptation to set up and encourage 
false prophets as rivals of the true ones^, thereby to make 
at least a show of outvying the other two tribes with 
thrir kings. Ahab was the sixth in the line of the kings 
of Israel, and as wicked a king as any had been since the 

' 1m. zxz. 10. compare Micah li. 11. 

* Esek« ziii. 18. compare Jerem. ▼• 31. tI. 14. xir. 13. xxtu. 9. 
f Jerem. zxiu. 15, 16, 21, 26, 30. zxvii. 14, 15. 

• 1 Kings xii. 27, 28, 29. 

k See Lakemacher, Observat Fhilolog. toI. ii. p. 224, &c. 

03 
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first of the ftie: so it is no wonder, if there should be 
many fklse prophets in his time raised up, or howev^ 
supported and encouraged by him. 

9. As to the four hundred > lying prophets that deceived 
Ahd>, they are called emphatically his ^ prophets (not pro- 
phets of the Lord) by Micaiah : though they ptofessed 
themselves to be the Lord's prophets, prophesying in his 
name K Jehoshaphat soon suspected them, not bdieving 
them to be true prophets ; and therefore he desired that 
some other prophet, a prophbt of thb Lord bb- 
siDB8"A those four hundred, might be called in; suf- 
ficiently intimadng that he took not tbem to be such : for 
if he had, why should he put more confidence in a smgle 
man, than in four hundred, or desire any other, after so 
many? 

Some have thought, since the number so exactly Juts, that 
those false prophets were the four hundred <* prophets of 
^* the groves'' which were constantly fed at Jezebel's tablet. 
But it appears not likely that Ahab would presume to af- 
front Jehoshaphat in so gross a manner, by bringing Jeze- 
bel's prophets (prophets probably of Astarte, and known 
idolaters) before him, and making them speak in the name 
of Jehovah the true God. Neither, on the other band, 
does it appear at all probable that they were such as had 
been bred up in the schools of the prophets^ under Elijah, 
or any other true prophet of God. For, besides that one 
may reasonably suppose such to have been better men, 
Jezebel, but a little before, had made so great slaughter of 
them ^, that there could hardly be any such number as 
four hundred leftP; though some indeed might have been 
hid at that time, which £lijah knew not of 4. It remains 
therefore, that they were, very probably, Ahab's own pro- 

^ IKingBXxiLS. 2 Chron. xniL 5. 

k 1 KmgBZiii.22,23. 2 Cluoii. xviii. 21, 22. 

> I Kings ndi. 6, 11, 12, 24. 2 Chion. zrni. 10, 11, 23. 

» 1 Kings z^ 7. 2 Ckron. xrUi. 6. * 1 IGngt xnii. 19. 

• 1 Kings xviiL 4, 13. p See ibid. xix. 10, 14. 

«Secibid.z?iii.4, 13. 
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pheu^ such as he had set up by re\^ards and promises, 
and who accordii^Iy knew how to suit his humour and 
to flatter his vamty, all agreeing to a man in the same 
fawning com|>liances and the same treacherous counsels, 
which pleased and tickled for the present, but proved fatal 
in the end. 

3* Micaiah however, like an honest man and a faithful 
counsellor, (though he could not be heard,) discovered the 
whole secret, that those four hundred pretended prophets 
were all deceivers, and all actuated with the same spirit of 
^ m^. Only, instead of bluntly telling the king they were 
all UarSf he takes up his parable, (as prophets were used 
to do,) declaring what he had seen in prophetic vision; 
which was the way that God had made choice of for the 
openuig the whole matter to him. Micaiah himself, in 
the same chapter, says, (ver. 16.) I saw all Israbl 

SCATTERBD UPON THE MOUNTAINS, AS SHBBP HAV- 
ING NO 8RBPRBRD, AND THB LORD SAID, ScC. which 

can be understood only of what be saw in prophetic vision, 
prettgnifying the real fact that should follow after; for 
the thing that he then saw was not yet come to pass. 
Micaiah therefore saw what he there relates, just as St. 

Pttter SAW HBAVBN OPENED, AND A CERTAIN VBSSBL 
DESCENDING UNTO HIM, AS IT HAD BEEN A GREAT 

SHEBT', Sec. Not that any thing of what St. Peter saw 
was realf excepting that such ideas, or such appearances, 
were really wrought or formed upon his mind, as he lay in 
a trance. The like representation was made to Micaiah in 
a vision, signifying what was doing in the matter of Ahab, 
and what the event would be. The moral or meaning of 
all was, that as Ahab loved to be cajoled and flattered, so 
God had permitted those four hundred men, pretending to 
be prophets, to abuse and impose upon him; which in 
conclusion would prove fatal to him. After Micuah had 
thus reported his vision at full length, he then briefly ex- 
plained and applied it to Ahab : Now therefore the 

r Acts X. 11, 12. 
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LOBD HATH PUT A LYING 8PIBIT IN THB MOUTH OF 

ALL THESE THY PROPHETS. It IS iVequent in holy Scrip- 
ture^ to call that the Lofd*s doing which he only permiis 
to be done, because he has the supreme direction <^ all 
things, and he goveros the event* Wicked devices pro- 
ceed from wicked men : but that they prevail and take 
effect is owing to the hand of God directing and ordering 
where they shall light, and what shall be the issue of them. 
As to the text we are now upcm, the very words of the ori- 
ginal will bear to be translated,THB Lori> hath permit- 
ted (or suffered) a lying spirit in the mouth, 
&c'. Accordingly our translators in other places often 
render the verb fni natharif by suffer^ or let ^ in the sense 
of permitting. And it may be observed also of the words 
of God to the lying spirit, as represented in the parable, 
GO OUT, AND DO EVEN SO, they are to be understood, 
not in the comfnandingf but permissive sense > for so is the 
imperative more than once made use of in other places of 
Scripture". Therefore there is no room left for charging 
God as author of any deception brought upon Ahab by 
the sins of men. 

4* As to what the Objector further intimates, of the 
'^ destruction of a number of innocent persons," meaning, 
I presume, those persons who fell with Ahab in battle : 
he seems to have thrown it in oply to fill up his period. 
For how can he know how innocent those persons were ? 
Besides, how can he account for the fall of thousands, or 
of millions, that have died in the field of battle through 
the folly and rashness of their commanders ? But the Ob^ 
jector frequently overshoots his mark, arguing directly for 
Atheismy rather than for Deism ; and I suppose without 
knowing that he does it. 

" PkQS Le Clerc renders : Jebora puBus est eae spiritmn mendadi ia ore» 
Ac. lRcg.uiL23. 2 EpCemerid. xtUI. 22. 

* Gen. zx. 6. Exod. xii. 23. Pkalm zn. 10. 2Cbron. zvi. 1. 

• 2 Sam. zyiU. 23. 2 Kings U. 17. Matt riu. 32. John ziii. 27. See Glas- 
sins, lib. iii. tract. 2. can. scUii. p. 871. Gnarin. Grammat Hebr. torn. i. 
p. 542. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a CHRONICLES XXIV. a8. aoi 

a Chron. XXXIV. a8. 

BbHOLD,! WILL GATHER THEE TO THY FATHERS^ 
AND THOU SHALT BE GATHERED TO THT GRAVE IN 
PEACE, NEITHER SHALL THINE BYES SEE ALL THE 
EVIL THAT I WILL BRING UPON THIS PLACE, AND 
UPON THE INHABITANTS OF THE SAME. They are 

the words of God by the prophetess Huldah, to good king 
Josiah, recorded also in the second Book of Kings'. The 
Objector's cavil agunst this Scripture is as follows y : 
<^ The prophetess Hilda assures good king Josiah from 
<< the Lord, that he should be gathered to his 
'* GRAVE IN PEACE ; and yet soon after he received a 
^* mortal wound, of which he died." This gentleman here 
attending only to the sound of words, wonders, I suppose, 
Jiow a man can be said to come to his grave in peace, 
when he dies in battle. But the phrase in peace is a 
phrase of some latitude, admitting of more constructions 
than one. Josiah died in peace^ during the public tran' 
quiUityj before the troubles of his nation came on: he 
lived not to see all the evil which God had deter- 
mined to BRING UPON that PLACE, AND UPON THE IN- 
HABITANTS OF THE SAME ; as the text interprets itself. 
He was taken away from the evil to come, was peaceably 
interred, and left his nation in a peaceable condition. So 
much Huldah the prophetess intended and signified ; and 
so much was actually fulfilled. But I have said more than 
enough in answer to a frivolous objection, which scarce 
deserved notice; because the text, when recited at full 
length, sufficiently answers for itself, and there remsuns no 
more room for cavil, as soon as we read on to the end of 
the sentence. 

Job II. I. and compare Job I. 6. 

Again there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before th£ 

^ 2 Kings xxii. 20. y Christianity as Old, &c. p. 257. 
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Lord, and Satan came also among them to 
PRESENT HIMSELF BBPORB THE Lord. The Objector, 
reuuirking upon this part of Scripture, puis on an air of 
scorn and ridicule, expressing himself thus': ^* Accord- 
** ing to the acknowledged maxims you have laid down 
*^ from Divines, we must not take literally the two con- 
'' ferences mentioned in the first and second of Job, b&- 
** tween God and Saian : when Satan, in very good oom<- 
'/ pany, with the sons of God, presented hxm- 
" self before the Lord ; who, when Saian would 
'^ not otherwise be satisfied of Job's integrity, permitted 
'^ him to slay Job's children and servants, and reduce him 
'^ to extremity, to make the experiment/' Whether the 
two conferences mentioned are to be literaUy taken or 
otherwise, is a question proper lor divines and critics to 
discuss, and it has been often and freely canvassed amongst 
them*. I must own, I incline to go m with those vrfio 
understand both the places as containing a kind of allego«> 
rical representation, or parable, setting forth many usefid 
truths under lively and beautiful images. But yet if the 
Uieral construction meets with no shrewder adversaries 
than our Objector appears to be, nor with any stronger 
objections than he has oflfered against it, it may very well 
stand, for any thing I can yet perc^ve. He thinks at not 
likely that Satan should appear in such ^< very good com» 
<< pany" as the <^ sons of God" are. I grant that such 
company is too good for him : but he that can sometimes 
transform himself '< into an angel of light ^," may affsct 
also to appear in company with angels of light, and may 
intrude himself impudendy amongst them. If good angels 
are ^^ sent forth" to mankind, in order ^^ to minister for 
'' them that shall be heirs of salvations'' and if SaUm 
also '^ walketh about" amongst men, ^' seeking whom he 

* GhriBtianity as Old, &c. p. 253., 

• See particalarly (besides commentaton) PfeUferi Dub. Vexat cent iii. 
loe. 31. p, 259. Mstlh. Mulleri Dissettat In Thesanr. Hulolog. toin.i. p. 552. 
Fred. Spanbemii Hbtor. Jobi, cap. i. p. 13, 14. 

b 2Cor. xi. 14. * Heb. i. 14. 
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<' may devour <>/' it is not impossible, nor improbable, 
that the latter may sometimes present himself in 
company with the former, before the Lord. 

As to the second di£5culty which the Objector urges, 
that God should permit <' Satan to slay Job's children," 
&c. only to satisfy the wicked sycophant that Job was 
a man of iniegriiy, it must be owned there would be 
for^ in the objection, if it had but any truth in it. But 
since the text affords no suflBcient grounds for the poor 
su^estion, and God might have much higher ends to 
answer in that affair, than what the Objector has here 
invented, the pretended difficulty is easily got over, and 
so the literal construction of the texts may still be the 
true one ; at least dll something better than buffoonery 
appears against it. Nevertheless, as I before intimated, I 
prefer the figurative construction in the present instance, 
not condemning those that prefer the literal^ nor com- 
mending such as are dogmatical and positive in either. I 
am of opinion with those who think that the structure gf 
the Book of Job is of the dramatical « kind, relating true 
history J but curiously set off in a poetical dress, embellish- 
ed with many lively decorations, such as are not to be in- 
terpreted up to the strictness of the letter, but serve to 
convey an excellent meaning, or moral, to the discerning 
readers. The prophetic style generally is full of lofty 
thoughts, bold figures, or emblems, and abounding with 
parables : and Job himself (who perhaps was author of 
the mun part of the bookO has been deservedly reckoned 
by learned men in the number o( prophets n* 

*lPctv.8. 

• Pkobe dlitiiigii«B(hun monemns inter kistorkg veriiaitmf et consignO' 
lionit mdolem atqne structnram ; cum negari neqneat libram omoem poetioe 
digestmn esse, allocationilmB et responiioiiibiUy fignrb et ratio ternMrnia or- 
aata inatmctum, Ita nt rei gestm emnrr&H^ dramatloo nlnt tdiemate, cC 
habita indttte acenSoo ezbibeatnr. Qtrptav. Inirothiet. ad Lib. BM. ^uU n. 
p. 35. 

f Carpzov. Introd. ad Lib. Bibl. part ii. p. 55, 56. 

f See Witsii Miscellan. vol. i. p. 176. Carpzor. Introd. ad Ub. Bibl. part ii. 
p. 44. 
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PsALM LXXXIX. 39—49. 

Thou hast madb void the covenant of thv 
SERVANT. — Lord, where are thy former lov- 

INGKINDNESSBS, WHICH THOU SWAREST TO Da- 
VID IN THY TRUTH? 

The Objector having previously observed that ** there 
'' are texts which, if taken literally^ represent God, not 
** only as falsifying his word, but his oaths," proceeds to 
mention those texts : and the first he instances in is 
Numb. xiv. 30— -34. which has been considered in another 
place K " The second," he now says », " is in Psalm 
*' Ixxxix. in the first part of which is largely set forth the 
** promises of God to David, by covenant and oath ; and 
^* in the other part, David complains of God's breach 
*' both of his covenant and oath ; and in summing up 
*^ those breaches, he says, Thou hast made void,** 
&c. The gentleman seems to have read this Psalm in 
haste, by his ascribing it to David. The internal cha- 
racters of the Psalm, were there nothing else, are enough 
to show that David could not be the composer. I may 
mention a few particulars : verse 40, it is said, Thou 
hast broken down all HIS hedges; thou hast 
BROUGHT HIS STRONGHOLDS TO RUIN. If Jerusalem 
had been sacked and plundered, one could scarce have 
made a more doleful complaint. But what was there 
done at all like it in David's time? Then again, verse 43. 
Thou hast turned the edge of his sword, and 
hast not madb him to stand in the battle. 
This is plainly to be understood of some great overthrow 
in battle; which never was David's case* It has been 
remarked of that brave and fortunate Princ^ that he 
fought twenty battles, and was always victorious. Once> 
indeed, he fled from Absalom, till he could gather his 
forces together : but when it came to a pitched battle. 



*• Sec abore, p. 98, Ac. 

' CbristiAiiity as Old, &c. p. 257. 
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David prevailed. The only time that can with any colour 
of probability be imagined for David's composing this 
Psalm, must, I suppose, be the time of Absalom's rebel- 
lion, when David was advanced in years : but then what 
sense can we make of verse 45. Thb days of his 

YOUTH HAST THOU SHORTBNBD ? Besidcs, who CaO 

think that David would thus complain of God's ^^ break- 
** ing his covenant/' or any thing like it, when he very 
well knew that his own sins in the matter of Uriah were 
the sole occasion of his sufferings at that time, and that 
God was notwithstanding as kind and gracious to him as 
be could reasonably expect or desire ? David understood 
duty and decorum better than to expostulate with God in 
such a way, without somethi^ more of colour for doing 
k. There are Jive Psalms ^ of his, composed undei; his 
troubles for Absalom : but there is nothing at all in them 
of like strain with what has been mentioned of Psalm 
Ixxxix, These things considered^ that Psalm most cer- 
tainly is none of David's; nor can any considerate man 
pretend so much as any colour for so judging, except it 
be upon the old, and now generally exploded presumption, 
that all are David's. 

It is with much greater show of probability that com- 
mentators 1 and critics have ascribed this Psalm to some 
person living long after, under the times of the Babylon- 
ish captivity, in the days of Jehoiachim, or Jehoiachiu, or 
Zedekiah, when there appeared to be a kind of total sub- 
version of the royal family and government. But con- 
sidering that the title of the Psalm seems to ascribe the 
composition of it to Ethan the Ezrahite, who is celebrated 
in Scripture for his wisdom"^, and who was one of the 
three principal men preferred by David as chief singers 
over the choir >>, and endowed with prophetical gifts ^; 

k Ptelms ilL tU. xHi. xlui. U. 

1 Hammond, Pbol, Patrick, Wells, Calmet, Le Clerc 

• 1 Kiogs W. 31. 

> 1 Cliron.xv. 17, 19. 

« 1 Chron. zxT, 1—5. Note, that Jedatfaan leems taiiavc been tbe Yoy 
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he if a wry likely person to have been author of such a 
Psalm* As to the occasion which might induce him to 
it^ there was a very remarkable one^ which might happen 
in his time, if he lived to an advanced age. I mean the 
plundering of the city and temple by Shishak king of 
Egypt, in the fifth year of RehoboamP, and in the year 
before Christ 974. So Mr. Bedford places it ; who also 
ascribes this eighty^ninth Psalm to the same Ethan, and 
as composed upon that occasion <)• The characters of the 
Psalm seem to suit very weU with that time, and that 
calamitous event ; but particularly the mention made of 
Sahab in verse 10. which is the name for the lower Egypt 
there, as in ^roe other places of the Old Testament '• 
We must suppose this Etha% to have lived to a great age, 
it being now above forty-five years since he was first 
appointed chief musician by king David. The good <dd 
man^ who had seen what a glorious figure king David 
first, and after him king Solomon, had made, and to what 
a height of splendor the Hebrew name had been raised 
over aQ the earth, and knowing also what iUustrious pro- 
mises God had from time to time given to the house of 
David, must needs have been exceedingly surprised and 
shocked at that sudden downfall, when the king of Judah 
and the princes of Judah were all forced to submit them- 
selves tamely to the King of Egypt, and to deliver up 
their city and their beautiful temple (so lately erected) to 
the mercy of the conqueror. Such an occasion as that 
was might well astonish the pious and devout Psalmist, 
and might extort from him those pathetical expostulations 
which we meet with in the Psalm. It might seem as if 
God had '' nmde void his covenant :" a strong way of 
expressing the most surprising, sudden, and prodigious 
change of affairs, from the utmost height of grandeur to 

same man with Etlian ; of which, soe Carpzovii Introd. ad libr. BSbh part ii. 
p. 104. 

p 1 Kings xi7. 25, 26, 27. 2 Chron. xii. 2, 3, &c. 

1 Bedford's Scripture Chronology, p. 612, 613. 

' Psalm Ixxxvii. 4. fsa. K. 9. and perhaps Job xxn. 12. 
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almost the lowest ebb of disgrace. And the case was the 
mofe afiecting and ^ensible^ because it was the first cala- 
mity of that kind. But the pious composer of the Psalm^ 
however overwhelmed with grief and trouble, yet forgot 
not to express his awful reverence towards Go^? snd his 
entire confidence in his mercies. He never had a tbopght 
(like what the Objector supposes) of charging Grod fool* 
isbly with any real breach (^ covenant. He begins his 
song with declaring, that he will '^ makb known the 
«< FAiTHFULNBsa of God to all generations:'' and he 
ends with a very devout doxology in these grateful terms : 
Blbssbd bb thb Lord for evermore. Amen, and 
Ambn» 

Psalm CIX. 

The cbai^ against this whole Psalm is, that David 
here ^' bestows the bitterest curses on his enemies/' And 
the accuser says, with his usual pertness and petulance, 
that '' the holier men in the Old Testament are repre* 
^^ sented, the more cruel they seem to be, as well as more 
<< addicted to cursing*." He had not the sense to con- 
lider, that bkssing and cursing belong solely to God and 
God's commissioned officers : for what wonder is it, if the 
hdiest men pronounced the curses of God upon sinners, 
when God generally chooses the holiest persons to repre- 
sent him, and to speak or act for him ? This g^tleman 
9)ay find in the Book of Judges S that the ^' angel of the 
'^ Ix>rd said. Curse tb Meroz, curse tb bittbr- 
<' i.t/' &c. And he may go wd tell itjamong his firiends, 
that the angels of God are '' much addicted to cursing." 
He may add, that they are cruel also : for an angel of the 
Lord went out, and at once destroyed an hundred 
FOURSCORE AND FIVE THOUSAND of the Assyrians ». 
But the Objector should learn to distinguish between 
cursing vnth God*s auihorily, and cursing without it ; be- 



• Chdstumity as Old^ &c. p. 264, 265. 

« Jttdgei ▼. 23. "2 Kings ziz. 35. 
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tween holy and profane cursing. David being a Prophet, 
might curse in God's name, and with Divine warrant. 
But if Sbimei, or a better man, without commission, 
should presume to denounce cursesy he would thereby 
prove himself an ungodly wretch and a grievous trans- 
gressor. The people of God, the Hebrews, might devote^ 
anathemaiizej or curse those whom God had commanded 
them so to devote, or curse : but had they presumed to 
go a step farther than their commission reached, they 
had been guilty before God. These general things pre- 
mised, let OS now come to the particular case of Psalm 
cix. 

The Psalm is undoubtedly David's, as the dtle imports : 
and it was penned by inspiration of the Holy Ghost. To 
both which St. Peter gives his testimony in these words : 
Mbn and brethren, this Scripture must needs 

HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, WHICH THE HOLY GhOST 
BT THE MOUTH OF DaVID SPAKE BEFORE CONCERN- 

INO Judas', &c. Then he proceeds to quote places 
out of the Psalms, and particularly the eighth verse of 
this Psalm; Let another take his office: or. His 

BISHOPRICK let ANOTHER TAKST. Lc ClcrC, in his 

comment upon this Psalm, would persuade us that the 
words carry no prophecy in them : which is directly con- 
tradicting St. Peter's words, above cited out of the Acts ', 
and doing it upon very frivolous and trifling pretences* 
But as this is not die first time that that learned critic has 
been bolder than becomes him, and has ^ suggested the 
same thing, so I may observe that he has been abundantly 
corrected for it by able hands ^, referred to in the margin. 
This Psalm therefore, as I before hinted, is prophetic of 

« Acts i. 16. 

7 Acts i. 20. T^y irir»«TJ|y «vr«» XmCm Xrt^. So also the LXX. 

rt A«C2), 9t^ 'l¥l«. AeU i. 16. 

• See Sentimens de qiielques Thtelogiens sor rHistoire Critaqne, p. 228. 

^ \ritrii MiscelUn. vol. i. p. 215, &c Carpior. Introdnct. ad libr. mu. 
part. ii. p. 122, 123. Coof. Surenhuui Conciliat. p. 386. Jenkins's Reason- 
ableness, vol. ii. p. 338. Eosebius in Psalm, p. 699. 
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the treachery of Judas, and declarative of the Divine ven- 
geance that should fall upon hiftvbead. 

Some have pertinently enough observed of the impreca- 
iions occurring in the Psalms, and other places of Scrip- 
ture, that they may be considered as prophecies or predic'- 
tions of what shall come to pass S rather than a formal 
denouncing of vengeance, or calling down curses upon 
sinners. The Hebrew words, in such cases, are as capa- 
ble commonly of the futurcy as of the imperative mood 
and sense <^, and may accordingly be rendered in the pre- 
dicting style. The thirteenth verse, for instance, of this 
very Psalm, may be rendered thus; His postbritt 

WILL BE (or, SHALL BB) CUT OFF, AND IN THE OB- 
NBRATION FOLLOWING HIS NAME SHALL BB BLOT- 
TED OUT. In Other places also, where the verb is really 
imperative, we may justly render the original by they«- 
ture, because the imperative in prophetic writings is often 
put for the future, as the best critics in the language have 
shown «• This solution appears to be very just, if indeed 
there be occasion for it, and therefore I mention it. But 
I conceive it sufficient to say, as before, that since prophets 
have commission to denounce the curses of God, and they 
do it as God's instruments or deputies, in his name, and 
by his Spirit, more need not be said ; neither is it mate- 
rial whether such imprecations be taken in the imperative 
or future sense. I like this account the better, because it 
will hold universally, which perhaps the other will not. 
For there are several imprecations in Scripture, which 
seem not fairly reducible to the head of prophecies or pre- 

« Qoando a^cti Tiri deprecalorio more contra hostes soos rogant, bob 
vdo moHtuPf sed spiritu propheiim hoc qnod presciant faturnm pradicuot : 
▼el etiam oootra apiritoalea nequitiaa orant, quaa incorrigibilea eaae aciont, 
at juatam a Domino redpiant aententiam. Hieran^fm, m TT&en. i. 22. 

' See HamBMBd'a Preface to the Paalma, and Comment on I^al. xxx?. 4. 
JenlOna, toI. U. p. 237» 238. Le Cene, PMjet d*nne NouveUe VeraioB, p. 702. 
Roai295. 

• Glaarii Grammat Sacr. lib. iii. tr. 3. can. 43. p. 869. NoUBi Concordant, 
p. 1013. Goarin. Gramm. Hebr. torn. i. p. 541, 542. Vitringa in laa. vol. ii. 
p. 845. Lakemacbor, Obaenrat. Philolog. vol, il. p. 71. 
VOL. VI. P 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aio PSALM CIX. 

dictions. I choose therefore to re«t the thing emmlj 
upon the Divine warrant, as appearing to me the easiest 
and shortest rule^ and least involved of any. He that ha» 
God's audiority and extraordinary commission to cursej 
may do it^ must do it : he that pretends to it otherwise, 
calls down curses upon his own head^ as being therein 
injurious towards man^ and profane towards God. If 
therefore our Objector can show that the Psalmist had no 
extraordinary commission to imprecate Divine vengeance 
upon tmnsgressors, he may then justly find fault : but if 
David was a prophet, and had the Spirit of Grod, then 
David's imprecations were Divine imprecations, and there 
is no room left for our author's buffoonery on that head. 
The judicious Bishop Wilkins has a paragraph ^ very ap» 
posite to our purpose, which I may here insert for illustra- 
tion. ^* Those who used these imprecations were extra- 
*^ ordinary persons, endowed with the spirit of disceni- 
** ing, whereby they were enabled to judge of the incura- 
^ ble state of those with whom they conversed. There 
^' are some that are cursed children, as the Apostle speaks ^^ 
^ xar&fets rhtvityjilu maledictionis, execrmtdi homines j and 
<( to such, curses are reserved as their portion. And there- 
^ fore no wonder though such as had an extraordinary 
^ spirit of discerning their true state, do use imprecations 
^ against them, which yet can be no warrant for other 
^ persons to imitate. As none but the magistrate may use 
^^ the sword for revenge, because of his public station and 
'< calling f whereby he is authorized for its so none but ex- 
<' traordinary prophetical men should use these maledic- 
<^ tions. If others shall presume upon it because of their 
*' example, they will justly fall under the rebuke of our 
" Saviour, Yb know not what spirit te are ofs. 
^^ The ordinary rule prescribed for men's practice is that of 
^' Matt. V. 44. Rom. xii. 14. Bless, I say, and curse 
'* NOT." I shall only add, by way of remark upon what this 



« WiUdiit, Senn. xii. p. 375, 376. ' 2 Ptt. ii. 14. 

K Luke ix. 55. 
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excellent writer has said, that I do not think he puts the 
case exactly right, while he puts it upon '^ the spirit of 
f< discerning the true state'' of the persons on whom they 
imprecate the Divine vengeance : for though it be true 
that the Prophets or Apostles had such a <^ spirit of disf 
^^ ceming ;" yet neither would that sufficiently warrant 
their imprecations, if they did not discern also, either by 
private impulse of the Spirit, or outward direction, that it 
was God's will and order that they should so imprecate. 
When Elisha, for instance, cursed the little children that 
mocked him \ he considered not, or had no need to con- 
sider, any thing of " the true state" of those children : 
but the Spirit of the Lord came upon him ; and he had a 
Divine impulsef or direction, to curse in the name oi the 
Lord. The like may be said of several other Scripture 
instances, which^for brevity sake I omit. When propheti- 
cal or ifispired men thus imprecate, by Divine direction 
or impulse, there is np more in it than there was in 
Moses's stretching out his hands or his rod, by God's 
order, to call down plagues upon the Egyptians. But if 
any one without such special commission, or inspiration, 
should attempt to do the like, it would be brutum fulmen 
in respect to others, but highly dangerous to the person 
Umself, as it is sinnbg against God and man with a high 
hand. 

Before I leave this article, I may take some brief no- 
tice, by the way, of the instance which the Objector 
|Mtches upon, to prove that the holier men have been re^ 
presented, in the Old Testament, the more cruel ^ they 
have appeared to be. It is the instance of David's cruelly 
treating tfa^ Ammonites^, as our author pretends. It is 
sufficient to say, that he is no competent judge of that 
matter, for want of knowing the case ; though it is not 
material whether David did right or wrong, since aothing 
depends iq>on iL However, since the accuser does not 

» 2 Kings U. 23, 24. 

« Owiitiaiiity aa CUd, &c. p. 264, 265t. 

k 2 Sam. xu. 31. 1 Chron. zx. 3. 

P % 
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know how many or how great reasons there mt^ be, at 
that time^ for so humbling the proud nation of the Am- 
monites^ nor what necessity David might then lie mider, 
or -what commission he might have to oblige him to act 
as he did ; but since by all accounts the Ammonites were 
a most insulting and haughty people^ and David in his 
general character a very kind and merciful man 5 the fa* 
vourable presumption most undoubtedly lies on the side 
of Davidj and the blame ought to be thrown rather upon 
the provoking insolencies of the Ammonites, than upon 
so good a king. It is rash censure therefore in the Ob- 
jector, to fall so rudely upon David, before he knows 
why ; and it shows more of a disposition to defame at all 
adventures, than to pass a rigkieaus judgment upon men 
and things. 

Psalm CXXXVIL 8, 9. 

O DAUOHTBR OF BaBTLON, WHO ART TO BE DE- 
STROYED ; HAPPT SHALL HE BE, THAT REWARDETH 
THEE AS THOU HAST SERVED US. HaPPY SHALL HE 
BE, THAT TAKETH AND DASHETH THY LITTLE ONES 
AGAINST THE STONES. 

The Objector brings the like charge against some parts 
of this Psalm, as he had before done agiunst Psalm dx. 
He remarks 1, <' Though the Lord bids the Jews to pray 
^ FOR THE peace OF Babtlon, WHITHER he had 
^ caused them to be carried away captives, 
** and that in the peace thereof they should have 
'^ PEACE ^; yet is it not said in the Psalms, O daughter 
<' OF Babylon, &c. and this for no other reason, but 
'' because she desired of her captives one of the songs 
'* OF ZiON°^?'' However light this drolling gentleman 
may make of singing a song^ in the midst of the most 
afRicting calamities, I am persuaded that if the case were 
his own, he would think such a request as that was (such 



k Chriitianity as Old, &c. p. 264. ^ Jer. nix. 7, 

" Pnlm czxzni. 3. 
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an instance of cruel mocking and insult) no slight addition 
to the injuries before sustained. It was no common afflie- 
tion which the captive Jews at that time lay under. The 
Prophet Isaiah* long before prophesying of the downfall 
of Babylon^ assigns this reason for it, as from God, that 
she had shown no mbrct towards God's pepple, but 
had HEAVILY LAID her tokb upon the ancient". 
The Prophet Jeremiah says^ Israel is a scattered 
sheep; the lions have driven him awat: first 
the kino of Assyria hath devoured him; and 
LAST this Nebuchadnezzar, kino of Babylon, 
hath broken his bones o. But if the reader would 
have a more lively imi^ of the miseries of the captive 
^ews, let him turn to the doleful Lamentations of the 
same Prophet, and from thence judge what disposition 
they could then be in for singing songs of joy. It was a 
barbarous cruelty to demand it of them in those drcum- 
stances : besides, it would have been profaning their sa- 
cred music and devout songs, :(dedicated to high and holy 
uses,) to have prostituted them in such a manner to the 
scorn, laughter, and derision of infidels. But the Objec- 
tor'-s account of this matter is so low and ludicrous, that 
it will be thought I have honoured it too much in return- 
ing a serious answer to it. 

The odier part of his objection seems to carry more of 
the face of an argument, and to deserve some attention. 
He conceives that the imprecations of the Psalm against 
Babylon do not well comport with Grod's directions to 
his captive people to pray for the peace of Babylon. But 
from hence, if he had been used either to compare or i|t> 
consider rightly, he might have learned to distinguish 
between the ordinary rule of praciicey and the extra- 
-ordinary commissions given to prophets. The Psalmist 
was a Prophet P, and wrote by the special direction or 

• Isa. xlvii. 6. 

• Jer. L 17. Compare Jer, li. 34, 35. Zecb. i. 15. 

p TnbMy the Prophet Ecekid himself, as Mr. Bedford supposes, plaeing 
the date of it in liie year 583. before A. D. Bedford, Script Chronol. 
p. 710. 
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impulse of the Holy Spirit of God^ while the oommon 
people at Babylon (and prophets also in their private ca- 
pacity) were to follow the ordinary rule of praying for 
those very enemies whose destruction was coming on, but 
in God's own time. In the mean season, the safety of 
the Jewish captives depended upon the safety of Babylon, 
and was wraj^ied up in it } and so it concerned them both, 
in point of duty and interest, to submit peaceably and 
quietly to their new masters, and to pray for their pros* 
perity. Notwithstanding all whicbi they m^t justly 
hope for a deliverance at the seventy years end | and God 
might instruct his Prophets to dedare it beforehand, to- 
gether with the manner of it. Isdah had prophesied of 
the destruction of Babylon above an l)undred and fifty 
years before, iind in terms not unlike to some parts of 
this Psalm : he had said, Trbir childrbn also shai*! 

BS DA8HBD TO PIBtBS Bfe^ORB THBIR BTBS ^% The 

Psalmist further adds, that the instrument under God^ in 
punishing Babylon, shall be happt, shall be blessed and 
praised in his deed, as having done a glorious work, in 
executing the Divine justice upon her, and at the same 
time rescuing and delivering the people of God. This 
prophecy, or denunciation, was fiudfiUed by the Medes 
and Persians under the conduct of Cyrus, the servant and 
chosen of God. And now, what harm could thpre be in 
the holy Psalmist's presignifying, in pathetic style, these 
high and marvellous things ? 

I bad here closed up this article, when looking into Le 
Clerc's Commentary upon this Psalm, I beheld with some 
concern his very crude or perverse way of ,expfe6Siiig 
himself on ver. 8* He says, '^ Those things" (diose im- 
precations he means of the Psalmist) ^' were proper to 
'< those times, when it was thoi:^ht lawiiil to entertain 
^' hatred'against private and public enemies '• Under the 

4 Isa. xiii. 16. 

' Hac rant eorom teraporam, qnilms odio habere inlmicos et bottes fiui 
esM putabatur. Sab evangelio fas non est optsre lis, nisi quod tibi iipse op- 
taveris. Qeric, m Pwl, cxxxrii. 6. Compare Sentimens de ^elques Tb^o- 
logiensy &c. p. 229. 
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<' Gospel, it is not lawful to wish any other to them than 
<< you would wish to yourself/' Is this commenting 
upon Scripture like a serious roan, or is it not rather 
playing the droll with sacred Writ? By whom does he 
suppose it was thought lawful to hate an enemy } By the 
most excellent men of the Jewish church, penmen of holy 
Scripture, and writing by the Spirit of God P A profane 
suggestion I Neither New Testament nor Old allows any 
such hatred: it stands condemned both by the Law 'and 
the Gospel. And bow came it to pass that the best kind 
of men among the Jews understood not the maxim of do- 
ing to others as they would have done to themselves, 
which was commanded in their Law ^, and escaped not the 
notice of the wiser Pagans ^ } To be short, there is no ha- 
ired of an enemy shown, merely in denouncing God's 
judgments against them by God's direction, nor in exe- 
cuting the sentence of God, by God's order, upon them : 
so the whole turn of the thought proceeds upon a &lse 
ground* 

Besides, bow would the Gospel preachers themselves 
stand clear, if all imprecatians were inconsistent with the 
loving one's neighbour as one's self? St. Paul denounces 
curses, or imprecations, in more cases than one': but St« 
Raul was a prophet, and more than a prophet, and had 
commission to do it in the name of the Lord* And in- 
deed, if it be considered, that God's design is to set both 
his blessings and his curses before meny, in order to incite 
tbem to good, and to deter them from evil, and that his 
wisdom may judge it proper to make use of the ministry 
4if noen, as bis instruments in doing it ; what offence need 
it give to any serious and considerate person, to find that 
^ther the Prophets 6i the Old Testament, or the Apostles 
of the New, (the fittest persons for it,) have deliveied, by 

• See Whitfojr on Af att T. 43. 
« Levit six. 18» 34. 

• See Commentatora on Matt rii. 12. 

• 1 Cor. xn. 22. Gal. i. 8, 9. 2 Tim. iv. 14. 
y 0eut. xi. 26. xzx. 1, 19. 
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Divine (Erection, the Divine malediciicns or curses upon 
sinners? It was their duty to do it> and they therein 
showed the perfection both of thdr love towards God 
and their charity towards man. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this point, because it 
seemed to want some clearing $ and because many have 
been apt either to take offence, or to run into gross mis- 
takes, only for want of considering the proper, and neoee- 
sary distinction, before mentioned, between holy and pra^ 
fane cursing, between executing a command of God, and 
doing a thing without command, only to please our own 
selves. The first is as laudable and truly pious, as the 
latter is execrable and altogether profane. Blbss, and 
CURSE NOT ' : that is the ordinary rule to go by. And 
so sacred a rule it is, that men are eflectually tied up from 
all cursings of their own^, and have no power left in that 
case, except it be to declare GoiTs curses, and those gene^ 
ral only, or in the very words of Scripture. As to any 
thing more special^ God seems to have reserved it to his 
own special directions, which have ceased long ago, ever 
since prophecies and inspirations have ceased. 

Isaiah I. 18. 
Comb now, and let us reason togetbbr, 
SAiTH THE Lord: though tour sins be as scar- 

LEJ, THET SHALL BE AS WHITE AS SNOW, &C. The 

Objector's reflections upon this passage are as follow b: 
<' Does not God here appeal to their reason for the sufli- 
'^ ciency of moral things to wash away their sins, though 
*' of the deepest die ? And could God and man reason to- 
*^ gether, except there were some notions in common to 
''both, some foundation for such reasoning?'' As to 
God's appealing to our reason, and God and man's reason^ 
ing together, the fact itself might be disputed, so far as 
this text is conq^med : for the text in the original says no 

« Rom.zit. 14. 

• How shall I curae, whom God hath not cursed ? Numb, xziii. 8. 

^ OuriBtianity as Old, &c. p. 194. 
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such thing. Le Clerc translates the words thus: Come 

MOW AND LET US BB CORRBCTEDC: FOR THE LORD 

SATS, IF TOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET^ &c. His trans- 
lation appears to be justifiable by the rules of grammar 
and criticism : and he observes very pertinently, that the 
Jews are not here called by the Prophet to dispute with 
God, which would be irreverent and criminal, but to sub' 
mit to chastisement (as conscious of their sins) and to re- 
form their manners. However, it is not to be doubted 
but that God sometimes condescends to reason with men, 
and permits them to reason with him: and there is no 
need to heap text upon text, to prove only what nobody 
denies, that God would have us '< make use of our reason.'' 
If this gentleman himself would do so, laying aside pas- 
sion and prejudice, he might appear both a wiser and a 
better man. But if God invites his people to reason with 
him, he does not therefore encourage them to cauil against 
him, or directly to blaspheme him. His intent is not that 
they should presume to prescribe to his wisdom, or dis- 
pute his authority as to laying any positive commands 
upon them. He would not suffer them to dispute his 
servant Moses's authority, in such a case, nor that of any 
of his Prophets^ : much less would he encourage any di- 
rect affront of that kind against himself. So let not this 
author, under pretence and cover of reasoning with God, 
turn an advocate for petulance, or insolent defiance; which 
is not reason, but rashness, or mihcr madness. 

As to his inference in faw>ur of moral things, (in oppo- 
sition, I suppose, to positive duties, and the necessity of 

* Tnm agite, nos castlgari palaemur ; alt enim Jeho^a : Si faerint peccata 
veitni inftar oocdni, 4kc.] rTrT3^3 nivyachechah, eatHg^emur, hsXtyx^ttf^^t 
argnamwr; \A habent LXX Int Don argyiie me, uk VulgaU, repugnante 
grammatica et lod aententia. Verba sunt hasc non Dei, sed PropkeUe Ju- 
dttoc bortantis ut le a Deo castigari patiantur, atque emendeotnr ; at oaten- 
dnnt veriw seqnentb, H fitermiy Ac Itaque vertendnm non fait, tUseepte- 
mui : non vocantor enim Jad»i a Proplieta, at cum Deo discepieni, qood 
gra?e essct delictum ; sed ut sibi peccatorum saorum probe conscii, non cgre 
ferant se a Deo castigari, et castigati emendentur. Cleric, in loc, 

<* 1 Kings xiU. 4. 2 lUngs vii. 2, tf . 2 Chron. xxzn. 15, 16. 
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redemption by Christy) it is very lame and insafficient in 
both its views. He does not conuder, that positive duties 
stand upon a moral foot, and are all wrapped up, as -soon 
as they become duties, in what he calls moral things. 
To obey God in whatsoever he commands is the first 
moral law, and the fundaiftental principle of all moraliiff. 
The reason of things, and the relation we bear to God, 
require that God should be obeyed in matters otherwise 
ind^0erent : and such obedience is moral, and the oppo- 
site disobedience immoraL It is moral duty for a son to 
f>bey his father in things indifferent, or for a subject to 
obey his prince; much more for a creature so to obey his 
Creator. Positives therefore, while under precept, cannot 
be slighted without slighting morals also. In short, pon* 
iive laws, as soon as enacted, become part of moral law^ 
and are a branch of morality ; because, as I siud, univer^ 
sal obedience to God's commandsy is the first moral law 
into which all laws resolve. 

As the reason of the thing itself shows that thus it 
must be, so the text of Isaiah confirms the sanf» thing. 
For what are those moral things which the Prophet diere 
teaches or recommends ? One of them is. Cease to do 
EVIL ; LEARN TO DO WELL « : which amouots to being 

EIOHTSODS BEFORE GOD^ WALKING IN ALL THE 
COMMANDIIENT^ AND ORDINANCBa OF THE LORD 

BLAMELESS ': which undoubtedly takes in obedience to 
all positive as wdl 2S moral precepts of the Lord Air 
mighty. And what if God 4t»jected with some disdain 
the hypocritical services of the Jews of that time^ their 
sacrifices %, their attendance at his temple, or court\ their 
oblations and incense i, their observation of new moons and 
sabbaths, their solemn assemblies^, and even their pray^ 
ers^} Those heartless, sapless services, which had no 
godliness, no sincerity, no true love of God in them, were 
not the services which God required, or took delist in. 



* laa.i. 16, 17. 


r Luke I 6. 


s laa. i. U. 


1* Isa. i. 12. 


* Imu L 13. 


k ba. L 14. 


1 Isa. i. 14. 


• 
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Ood would not accept of vain compliments^ nor be bribed 
with pretended gifts », offered only to excuse from duty> 
to compound for sin, and to palliate unjust dealings. God 
expected that their hearts, as well as their bodies and ^a* 
crificesj should be presented to him : he required religious 
and devout performances, not the outward shell and cwT' 
casfi of religion. In a word, he demanded both positive 
and moral duties strictly so called ; not hypocrisy, which 
18 a face only of duty, or form of godliness, but a real 
abomination ^. What then is there in thb place of Isaiah 
tending either to exclude, or even to depreciate positive 
duties ? Not one syllable : neither indeed is there in the 
whole Scriptures. Turn them over from one end to the 
other, and you will find nothing clear or certain concern^ 
ing the distinction between moral and positive ; much less 
will you find that ever moral duties are extolled in oppo* 
•ition to positive, as such : but all we shall find that looks 
any thing like it, or can be mistaken for it, is, either that 
sincere obedience is preferred to superficial, inward good- 
ness to outwar4 modes and forms, to mere external per- 
formances °; ox entire oheditnoQ preferred to partial; or 
the great lines of duty, the first stamina of religion, the 
weighty matters of the Law, preferred to the remote or 
minuter branches of duty, which hang upon the other, 

» Set DMt X. 17. 2 Cliroo. six. 7. Ecchu. xxxv. 12. 

• Si dieiw ea mmiera nlCro, Tel etiam edtote, ordlne suo olEorat, et aolem- 
nia regis obaer?et» non ex ftde tamen, nee corde jmro, nee jfUno circa g«. 
tera qnoque obsequia (leg^, obsequio) nonne conaeqaens u% rex ille, vd divea, 
exdamet : Quo niiki miOtitudmem munervm tuonan ? Pknui sttm : ei m- 
iamitatet ei dies festotf et tfestra sdbbaia odU anima mco. Veitra dioen- 
do, qua tecundam libidinem auam, non seaindum religionem Dei celebnui- 
dOy sua jam, non D^ feoerant. Qmditumalem iddroo ek raiioHaiem de- 
monstraTit recusationem eonim qum administranda praescrip^erat. Tertutt, 
mhf. Marckm. lib. ii. c. 22. p. 393. 

« Nee enim lis, cultrnn diTinitas institatani Propbete redargunnt et tax- 
anty aed popoli hjfpoarismf et obfirmatam ad scelera mentem, coi exter^ 
mtm sacrifidorom, festomm, oblationumque oput prstendebant; praclare 
de te actom censentes, modo bolocausta offerrent, et extemo ritu sacra obi- 
rent, licet absque flde^ absque idia vt/« emendaimne, impQenitentee, iudu- 
rati, scderibos adbuc immersi. Carpzov, Infyrod, ad JUhr, BiM, partii. 
p. 60. 
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and are of no &rther value or use, than as conformable to 
them, and wrapped up in them and with them. 

Having seen how little colour there is, from this place 
of Isaiah, for excluding positive duties, I am next to ob- 
serve, that there is as little foundation for excluding the 
merits or satisfaction of Christ. The duties there men- 
doned are required as conditions, without which no qie* 
diation or satisfaction could avail any thing: as to the 
meritorious or efficacious cause of salvation, that stands as 
before, and is not at all affected with what is there said. 
The redemption by Cltrisi might notwithstanding be ne- 
cessary to render all services (moral or positive) accept^ 
ed : and it is indeed either expressly or tacitly included in 
all grants of pardon from God. It is a truth so plain in 
many places of Scripture, and particularly in the Book of 
Isaiah, and alluded to in this very chapter?, that I need 
not say more of it. But why will our Objector appeal to 
Scripture for the << sufficiency of moral things,'' when he 
admits not the authority of Scripture? Or why will he 
here pay any regard to the words of tbc God of Israel, 
whom at other times he insults and blasphemes ? 

Isaiah V. %6. 

And hb will lift up an bnsion to the na- 
tions FROM FAR, AND WILL HISS UNTO THBM 
PROM THB END OF THE EARTH; AND, BEHOLD, 
THET SHALL COME WITH SPEED SWIFTLY. OuT 

Objector*s quarrel here is only with the single word 
Hiss^: and had he made it an objection against the 
translation only, and not against Scripture itself, he might 
perhaps have shown some exactness of judgment or deli- 
cacy of taste. But by overshooting the mark, as usual, 
he has lost the advantage. He had been talking just be- 
fore', of ** wine cheering both God and man;*' which 

p Jsa. i. 26, 27. See Vitringa's Comment 
1 Christianity as Old, &c. p. 252. 
' ibid. p. 251. 
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has been considered in another place '• Then be adds as 
here follows : '' And what is yet stranger, such actions 
^* are attributed to him as can only belong to the lower 
^* rank of creatures, such as hissings God being in three 
" places * of the Prophets said to hiss ; and in one place «, 

" TO HISS POR A FLY THAT IS IN THB UTTERMOST 
*' PART OF THB RIVERS OF EOYPT, AND POR THE 
" BEE THAT IS IN THE LAND OF AsSTRIA." It is 

not very strange, that languages should abound with fi- 
gures and metaphors, or that prophecies should contain 
parables and apt similitudes. What man that knows any 
thing of language, or letters, would expect otherwise? 
However, considering that the word Hiss is apt to carry 
with it a low idea, one might wish that our translators 
had chosen a less offensive word, which might but tole- 
rably have expressed the sense. Besides, the word hiss 
seems not proper j as not well answering to the original 
word pyO' For whether we suppose the metaphor taken 
from a shepherd^ s calling to his sheep >, or from a bee 
keeper^ s calling to his bees 7, hiss Is not the proper ex- 
pression for either. Other words might be thought on 
more expressive of the metaphor, were it necessary to fol- 
low the figure : but I see no reason for such scrupulous 
exactness. The general word call would fully express 
the meaning ; and that is sufficient in such cases. Our 
older translations (as Coverdale's of 1535, and Matthews's 
of 1537, and the Great Bible of 1539) have call unto 
THEM in this place, and, I think, very wisely. The Ge- 
neva translators of 1560 first brought in hiss unto 
THEM : and they have been followed by Parker's Bible, 
and by our last transIaUon, too closely. I commend not 
the older translations for having whistle, ' in Isa. vii. 



• See above, p. 132, 133. 

> Im. t. 26. vii. 18. Zech. x. 8. 

• In. tU. 18. 

> See Vitriiigft on Isa. vii. 18. Qeric. in Isa. t. 26. 

J See Bocfaarf s Hieros. part ii. lib. iv. c 10. p. 506. Vitringa in Isa. ▼. 26. 

• So Fool also, in Us notes on tbis text 
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i8. and blow for them^ in Zecb. x. 8. The same 
word CALL woald have served better in all the three 
places. And though the metaphor perhaps would be 
lost, or obscured, yet decency of expression, without de- 
triment to the sense, would be preserved, which should 
be looked after, and which is much preferable to a scru- 
pulous exactness that may give offence in such cases. I 
observe^ that the Hebrew word M^lpt is made use of in 
the thirteenth chapter, verse the third, in the same sense, 
and to the same purpose, as pyo here, and is there lite- 
rally rendered call: and so might this other word be 
rendered also without any impropriety. Some indeed 
have chose whisper % instead of hiss$ which is a word of 
more dignity: but it dilutes and diminishes the sense. A 
loud or shrill call seems to be intended in all the three 
places ; for neither do shepherds whisper to their sheef^ 
nor bee keepers to their bees. In short then, I know no 
better English word than call, to preserve the sense, and 
at the same time to keep up dignity of expression. 

The true and full meaning of the two places in Isaiah 
is neither more nor less than this : that God having sove- 
reign command over all nations and peojJe, can convene 
them together from remote and distant quarters, to exe- 
cute his most righteous judgments. Whenever God ^ves 
the signal, or issues out his summons, diey will advance 
with all alacrity to perform his will, though not knowing 
that his hand is in it. The^y and the iee (in Isa. vii. 18.) 
denote the Egyptian and Assyrian armies, which should 
come up with speed from their respective quarters, to ex^ 
ecute the Divine vengeance upon Palestine for their fla- 
grant iniquities. The former would come swiftly upon 
them, like swarms ofdevouring^yKei, to infest and annoy 
them, and to exhaust their blood and juices : and the lat- 
ter should approach as swarms of angry bees, or wasps, 
to sting them to death.. Such is the Prophet's meanng, 
veiled under elegant figures; which give new life and 

• LowtiianilWeHs. 
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strength to bis expressions, and render the whole nu>re 
poignant and more afiecting. 

Isaiah XX. 3, 4. 

And thb Lord said, Likb as my servant 
Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot 
three tears for a sign and wondbr upon e^ 
oypt and upon ethiopia; so shall thb kino 
OP Assyria, &c. The Objector hereupon says^: '' How 
^' many commands did God give his Prophets, which, if 
'^ taken according to the letter, seem unworthy of God, 
'^ as making them act like madmen, or idiots i" As for 
instance! ** the Prophet laaiah walked for three years to- 
^< gether naked for a sign/' The Objector, to do him 
justice, is not singular in finding fault with this place of 
the Prophet, nor in his so construing it as if the Prophet 
went stark nakedf and for three whole years iog^her, if 
the literal interpretation is to be admitted : and upon that 
supposition, he has some colour for saying, that such a 
command '* seems unworthy of God,'' as fnaking the 
Prophet act like a madman, or an idiot. But he too 
hastily takes for granted that the literal interpretation 
must necessarily suppose, either that the Prophet went 
entijnely naked, or that he did so for so long a time as 
tkrea whole years. Interpreters have taken three several 
ways of interpreting this and the like places in the Pro* 
phets: some suppose that what is here told was really 
and iiterfdly performed; others, that it was transacted in 
vtsiofi; others, that it is all no more than a parable dic- 
tated by God to the Prophet, and by the Prophet redted 
10 the Jews. It will be proper here to examine with 
'some care the strength and merits of these three several 
interpretations, in the order as I have mentioned them. 

I* I shall begin with the first of them, which may be 
called the literal construction in an emphatical sense. 
For though all the three constructions are literal, as fol- 

I* ChriitUnity as Old, &c. p. 3SS. 
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lowing the lUeral signifioation of the words, and as op* 
posed to figurative or metaphorical; yet the first only can 
be termed literal in a stricter sense, as opposed to visional 
(if I may so call it) and paralolicaL For the literal con- 
struction, may be pleaded as follows : 

First, It is the most ancient construction, espoused by 
the primitive Fathers ^ of the Church, and never disputed 
in those early times. Secondly, The text itself seems to 
be plain and express: for it is s{ud, hb [Isaiah] did 
so, WALKING NAKED AND BAREFOOT <^: and after- 
wards, Mt servant Isaiah hath walked naked 
AND BAREFOOT^. Then, thirdly. The fact is represent- 
ed as a SIGN and a wonder f, MDIDy a strange sight: 
which, if transacted in idea only, or told as a parable, was 
no sight to the people at all s. Fourthly, It may be add- 
ed, that if there were not these reasons for the literal in- 
terpretation, yet it is a safe and good rule of interpreting, 
never to recede from the literal construction without a 
manifest necessity; and there is no such necessity in this 
case, because the objections made to it are all capable of 
receiving a just and rational answer, as may appear from 
what follows : 

One pretended difficulty is, the great indecency of the 
Prophet's going naked about the streets of Jerusalem. 
But to this it has been answered, that there is no necesr 
sity of supposing that he went altogether naked: the 
Hebrew word does not require any such rigorous con- 
struction : besides, if the sense were, quite naked, there 
would have been no need to add barefoot. Those are 
said to go naked, in the Scripture phrase, who either go 
without their upper garments ^, or have put off the habit 
proper to their station or quality <• Critics and commen- 

< EnMbing in I«u c zx. p. 438. Hieron. in loc. Cyrill. Alexandr. torn. iU 
p. 300. 

' Im. zz. 2. • Isa. xz. 3. f Isa. zx. 3. 

t Vid. Witni MiioeUan. vol. i. p. 89. Vitringa in loc. 

^ John xxL 7. Acts xix. 16. Mark xiv. 52. Gont Gen. iz. 22, 23. Job 
xxii. 6. Matt zzr. 36. 1 Cor. it. 11. Jamct u. 15. 

I I Sam. ziz. 24. 2 Sam. H. 20. 
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tators have vindicated the observation at large 1^. The 
Prophet therefore went not abroad quite naked, but half 
nakedy (a fit type of the captivity, for captives are very 
rarely stripped quite naked,) having nothing on but a 
slight inner garment; which might be strange and un- 
usual, but was neither absurd nor immodest. 

Another seeming difficulty is, that he should do this 
for three years together, which appears to be a very need- 
less waste of time for the delivering a single prophecy, 
not to be understood in this way till the three years' end ; 
which yet might have been otherwise dispatched, and 
competently understood in three days, or hours, or even 
less. To this it may be answered, that the Hebrew text 
does not say that Isaiah so walked for three years toge- 
ther : but the Masorite punctuation has carefidly guarded 
against such construction. The LXX * also, and Jerome °^, 
have been as careful in their versions, to prevent the like 
construction : and our oldest English versions have wisely 
followed them. Coverdale renders thetiext thus: Where- 
as MT SERVANT EsATE OOETH NAKED AND BARB- 
FOTB, IT IS A TOKEN AND SIONIFIENOB OF THE 
THING THAT AFTER THRE YERE SHAL COME UPON 

EoTPTE AND Ethiopia. Matthewe's version is the 
same. The Great Bible turns it better thus: Lyke as 

MY servant EsAY HATH WALKED NAKED AND 
BARBFOTE FOR A SIONE AND WONDRE THRE YERBS 

UPON Egypt and Ethiopia. The Doway version I 
need not take notice of, because it is known to follow the 
Vulgate. The Geneva version first brought the English 
text to what it is at present : and whether those that have 

k WitaU MisceUao. vol. i. p. 89. Vitringa in Isa. vol. i. p. 596. Noldil 
Conoofd. p. 917. Guarin. Grammat. Hebr. torn. ii. p. 240, 241. Glassiua 
lib. T. tract 1. c 16. p. 1923. Le Gene, Projet d'une Nouvelle Vernon, p. 583. 
Roaa, his translator, (p. 280.) 

mm) rifmra rttt AiyinrTtMS mu Ai^lt^n^ Sept, per Grab, 

* Sicut ambolaTit senrus mens Isalaa nudiu et discalciatus, triiim anno- 
I signnm et portentiim erit super ^gyptnm et super iEthiopiam. If^- 
(fill* 

VOL. VI. a 
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come after them have so prudently followed them in it, 
may justly be questioned. The text perhaps may best be 
thus rendered, conformable to the Hebrew original and 
the Masorite punctuation: As mt servant Isaiah 

OOETH NAKED AND BAREFOOT FOR A TYPE AND 
EXEMPLAR OF THREE TEARS UPON EOTPT AND 

CusH. So that what Isaiah did, was to signify that a 
three years' calamity should be brought upon the Egyp* 
tians and Cushites by the king of Assyria* That was 
what the Prophet intimated by going naked and barefoot. 
How long, or how often, is not said. It might be three 
days together i^, or thrice in the same day: but it was in 
such a way as prefigured three years. If the reader 
would see this matter discussed more at large, he may 
consult the very learned and judicious Vitringa upon the 
place. 

It may still be pleaded, in opposition to the literal con- 
struction, that though the Prophet be supposed to have 
gone but half naked^ and for three days only; yet even 
that must be thought to carry an appearance of a frantic 
or foolish man, and would not well comport with the 
gravity of so high and so eminent a Prophet of God. 
But to this it may be answered, that if there had not been 
some appearing impropriety in the action, something 
seemingly inconsistent with .the character of so grave a 
man, it might not have answered the purpose it was in- 
tended for. The Prophet, who otherwise (through the 
iniquity of the ^imes) could scarce obtain to be heard or 
attended to, was to appear in an uncommon garb, and 
with something particular in his manner, to strike the 
eyes, and to awaken the observation of all around him. 

■ Tantnm teneo, probabUe eaae, Propbetam se hac ipecie per iridntm 
publice ostentaase, etsi id in texta non exprimatnr : nt iriduamu llle inces- 
sus Prophets trieruuUem afilictionem ^gyptioram et Cuachsonmi figarsreC. 
VUringa m he, p. 598. 

** GoA bid him loose the mckeloth, &c. probably for three days together, 
** &c. We suppose the time of the Prophet's nakedness (or three dojfs) was 
^ typical, as well as the action." Bithop Chandler's Defence of Chris- 
tianity, p. 204, 205. 
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Tbi* perhaps might expose him to the derision of un- 
thinking and ignorant men, that could not see to the bot- 
tom of it: but the wiser and more judicious, apprehending 
the design, would admire and honour him the more for it. 
Let it be called putting on the guise and fashion of a 
madman or an idiot; very wise and excellent men may 
sometimes find reason for so doing : but if there had not 
been some impropriety or strangeness in the thing, it 
may be said that the Prophet would have been an idiot 
indeed, to expect (in such circuilistances as we now sup- 
pose) any extraordinary notice to be taken of it, or regard 
paid to it. 

Thus far I have been pleading for the literal construc- 
tion, endeavouring at least to do justice to it, by repre- 
senting fairly to the intelligent readers what may be said 
for it. But I intend not therefore to set aside the two 
other constructions, as deserving no further notice. Let 
them also have a fair and iull hearing, and then let the 
readers judge. 

a. Some, as I said, interpret the whole thing as transact- 
ed in vision. Of this mind was the famous Maimonides, 
as may appear from his words in Buxtorf 's translation <> : 
and be is therein followed by other Jewish interpreters. 
Our learned countryman Mr. Smith, in his Select Dis- 
courses, follows the same hypothesisy quoting Maimoni- 
des, with approbation, for it P. Now, upon the foot of 
this construction, it is supposed, that Isaiah in prophetic 



• Vniindd non nin in visione PkophetiaB factam fiiit Idem judiciam est 
de eo quod dldtur: Quemadmodum ambulavii servus meus IsaUu nudut et 
diicaieeaiut i ntiqae In vitionihui Dd et hoc factom est Qni veto minuB 
lirmo jndicio sunt pnediti, iUi hcc omnia ita inteUigunt ac ai Pkopheta nar- 
raret quid ilbi injonctam ftierity et quid re vera fecerit Mtmmmid. Mor, 
Nevoch. p. ii. c. 46. p. 323. 

p ** Therefore this was done only in a prophetical vision (speaking of 
** what Ezekiei did). The same sentence likewise he passetfa upon that 
** story of Issiahy ch. zx. 3. his walking naked and barefoot: wherein Iiaiah 
** was no otherwise a sign to Egypt and Ediiopiay or rather Arabia ; where 
'** he dwdt not, and bo could not more literaUy be a type tiierein than Eze- 
** kiel was here to the Jews.'* SmUh*t Select Disc. p. 228. 

Q 2 
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dream or vision heard God speaking to him, (like as St. 
Peter heard a voice, and saw a vision, while he lay in a 
trance %) and that in idea be transacted all that God so 
ordered him to do. He put off his shoes and his upper 
garment, walked naked and barefoot, as in a dream ; and 
afterwards reported this prophetic dream or vision for 
the instruction of the Jews; like as St. Peter also re- 
ported his for tlie like purposes ■*• And as St* Peter re- 
hearsing the matter of his vision to the brethren, served 
the purpose as effectually as if the brethren themselves 
had seen it, so Isaiah, rehearsing his vision to the Jews, 
might as effectually serve his purpose, as if they them- 
selves had seen him acting the thing related. In this 
'way of interpreting the Prophet, all the difficulties of the 
literal construction are struck off at once; and therefore 
this visional interpretation appears to be preferable to the 
other, if it be not itself clogged with other difficulties as 
great as those. But there are some objections to be 
made to it ; which being much the same as may be made 
also against the parabolical construction to be next men- 
tioned, I may here pass them over, and consider them 
there. 

3* The third construction then may be, that this narra- 
tion of the Prophet is nothing else but a parable set down 
by way of narration, as parables use to be. It is first to 
be observed, here appear to be two parts, the parable it- 
self, in verses i, a. and the interpretation or application of 
it in the verses following. When the Prophet Nathan 
delivered the parable of the ewe lamb to David, he imme- 
diately subjoined the interpretation of it, applying the 
whole to King David *• In like manner, when Micuah 
had entert£uned Ahab with a feigned narration or parable, 
he afterwards added both an interpretation and an appli- 
cation of the case in fiction to the case in fact^ Now 
here in Isaiah, a story or parable is first told to this ef- 



4 Actus. 10, 17. ' Acts xi. 4, 5, Ac • 2Saiii.zi]. 

* 1 Kiugs xxii. 
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feet; that God came to the Prophet, and ordered him to 
put off bis sandals and prophetic garb, and to walk naked 
and barefoot for three days, or three years, and Isaiah did 
so. Well : what means this parable ? The meaning is, 
that the king of Assyria shall make Egypt and Cush go 
naked and barefoot for three years. This God has inti- 
mated to you beforehand, under the emblem or figure of 
what has been told of Isaiah, that so you may have the 
more lively idea of the thing, and the better retain it. 
Isaiah is to you, in this parable, the figure and emblem of 
what shall come to pass hereafter. Fix your imagination 
first upon' him, as going naked and barefoot so long to- 
gether, and therein see and bear in mind what shall come 
upon Egypt and Cush, whom you trust to and confide 
in for deliverance and protection, instead of trusting in 
God. 

Now, taking the narration as a parable, and no more, it 
gives a lively representation of the thing intended, and 
may answer the purpose as well, or better, (because quick- 
er, and told at once,) than Isaiah's really walking naked 
and barefoot might have done. In confirmation hereof, 
it may be added, that it seems a very proper method to 
make the Prophet himself the subject of the parable, 
while he is delivering the prophecy, and stands in sight. 
The representation is the more affecting, while the thing 
IS thus transferred in a figure to the Prophet himself that 
relates it. The Prophet Isaiah, accordingly, speaking of 
himself and his two sons, .says, Behold, I and the 

CHILDREN WHOM THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME ARE 

FOR siONS AND FOR WONDERS (m stgna et por(enta) 
IN Israel^. That is to say, signs and prognostications, 
prefiguring things to come. DS1D ordinarily signifies a 
fnirach; but sometimes it denotes a prognosticating sign^, 
or type : which is a kmd of miracle, if it amounts to a 
real and certain prediction. And whether the Prophet be 

• Isa. viii. 18. compare Ezek. zii. 6, 11. zxiv. 24. 
« Deatxiii. 1, 2. 1 Kings ziii. 2, 3. Isa. zliv. 25. See also Bisbop Chand- 
ler's Defence, p. 205, 210. 

^3 
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made the figure and exempkr in a parable, or in real ac- 
tion, it seems that be is equally TVSXO either way: so 
that there appears no just objection to be drawn from the 
strict sense of that word, against interpreting the thing 
in the way of parable. 

A further recommendation of the parabolical construc- 
tion is, that the uniiy of time is best preserved by it* 
In verses the first and second of that chapter, it is noted, 
that in such a particular year, and at the precise time of 
the year, when Ashdod was besieged and taken by Tar- 
Un, the Lord spake by Isaiah, (or* to Isaiah y,) order- 
ing thus and thus : and in verse the third, as if it were 
the continuance of th,e same revelation, it is added. And 
THB Lord said, Likb as mt servant Isaiah hath 
WALKED, &c. One would have expected, that if this 
second part of what God spake had been delivered three 
years, or but three days after the first part, that the Pro- 
phet should have taken some notice of the distance of 
time, and should have expressed it thus ; that after three 
years, or three days, the Lord came again, and said, &c. 
Like as we find in EzekielS where the second time of God's 
coming is noted as well as the first ; one in the evening, 
the other in the morning. But here the thing is told in 
such a manner, as if the Lord had said all that he is there 
represented to say, at one and the same time. This is 
easily accounted for, if we interpret it in the way of para- 
ble, but not so easily on any other hypothesis. For, in 
the way of literal construction, some years, days, or at 
least hours, must have passed between God's speaking in 
verse the second, and his speaking again (though it is not 
said, again) in verse the third. And those that interpret 
it in the way of vision must allow as much time as was 
necessary for a succession of ideas in the Prophet's mind, 
first for his loosing his sackcloth; next, for his putting off 
his shoes; and then for his imaginary walking three years, 
or three days, about the streets of Jerusalem : which is a 

y Sec Noldius, p. 916. > EcdL. zU. 8. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ISAIAH XX. 3,4. 231 

difficulty in that construction. But taking the whole to 
be a parable, there is no difficulty at all in that respect : 
for both the parable and the interpretation were then dic- 
tated at once, and would take up no more time in deliver- 
ing to the Prophet^ than he afterwards spent in delivering 
the same to the people. 

Such are the reasons assignable for the parabolical inter- 
pretation : and there appears to be but one very material 
objection against it, that it seems to be making too bold 
with the text, since the story is told in as plain and ex- 
press words as any real history can be told in. But here- 
to it may be answered, that such is the way of delivering 
parables. Such was Nathan's parable delivered to king 
David : and. such is the parable of the rich man and Laza- 
rus. And such is the story of Ezekiel's digging in the 
walls of the temple of Jerusalem, when he was really at 
Babylon *. There was no danger of such parables being 
taken for real history, by the persons to whom they were 
^ven : for they understood the manner of speaking per- 
fectly well, having been much accustomed to it K Besides, 
the interpretation and application immediately following 
the parable, were sufficient to intimate that the whole nar« 
ration was emblematical, and not real history. 

Thus far I have been pleading in behalf of the para- 
bolical construction, that, by laying before the reader the 
several pleas for three several constructions, I may be as- 
sistant to him, in some measure, for the passing a true 
judgment. I am of opinion that the second of the three, 
which I call the visional, may very justly be thrown out 
as useless, since it answers no difficulties but what are as 

• Exek. TiiL 8. See Stillingfleef 8 Letter to a Deigt, p. 131 , 132. and Jen- 
kins, vol. iL p. 52, 53. 

^ FamUiare est SyiiSy et maxime PalastinUy ad omnem aennonem Baum 
pturaboku jiugere : at quod simplex prvceptam teneri ab auditoribas notf 
potest, per rimiUtudinem exemplaque teneatur. Hieron, in Matt, xnii. 23. 
torn. W, p. 85.^ 

SeeLightfoot on Matt xiii.3. vol. ii.p. 193. Vitringa, Obaeir. Sacr.lib. iii. 
cap. 19. p. 762. Vitringa de Vet Synagog. p. 678. Bishop Chandler's De 
fence, p. 197. 

Q4 
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well answered by the third, but has some difficulties of it's 
own more than the third has : so the dispute will lie be- 
tween the ^rst and the thirds between the literal and the 
parabolical construction. Maimonides and his foUowers 
are undoubtedly too rash in rejecting the literal interpre- 
tation as absurd^ or foolish : and others may be thought 
rather too scrupulous in judging it absolutely necessary to 
adhere to it. Very considerable men have judged dif- 
ferently in this matter]^ not because the difficulties here or 
there are insuperable, but because they are not so; and 
because either construction may be so reasonably de- 
fendedy as to look very plausible. Such as lay it down 
for an inviolable maxim that the literal construction 
ought never to be receded from but upon very great ne- 
cessity ; such, I say, must of consequence close in with 
the literal construction of this place, which carries no ab- 
surdity in it, nor anything highly improbable : while such 
as think it sufficient to go upon the iairest probabilities, 
(be it for or against the letter,) may incline in this case to 
take the parabolical construction, rather than the literal. 
But I leave it to the readers to determine as they see 
cause, after weighing the reasons on both sides. The main 
body of divines and critics have declared for the literal 
interpretation, as preferable ; chiefly because there is no- 
thing in the text or context which directly intimates that 
it was a mere vision or parable : a safe rule to go by in 
such cases c. I have dwelt the longer on this article, 
because several more of like kind will come up in their 
turns : and if I have herein exceeded my usual bounds, 
this, as first occurring, was the properest place for it ; and 
my doing it here will shorten my work as to the rest, 
which are to follow in their course. 

c Ubi vinonet, mmgnuUa,parabolmtiitehemaia expoiraiitiir, Spiritas S. de 
figurato dlctionis genere at plnrimnm leelores admoauit ; veX per duertaDi de* 
nominationein, yel per dwSUftf et parabolc explicatioDem, vel per Cotias oob- 
textos Ptnicturam, vel per allegationeni idibi factam, vel denique per alias a 
ttxta elucenteft liom^i^utt notas. Qtrjnov. Introd, ad Uhr, Bibi, part. iH. 
p. 352. 
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IsA. LXIII. J7. 

O Lord, WHY hast thou made us to err from 
THY WAYS ? I once thought to have omitted this text^ 
because, as I have here cited it, it carries no difficulty in 
it. But our Objector, by curtailing it, was in hopes to 
make it serve his purpose. He quotes it thus : << O Lord, 
*' thou hast made us to err<i;" cutting off the rest which 
explain the meaning; and his intent in producing it is, to 
prove that God deceived his prophets, and his prophets the 
people. It is visible at first sight, that the text is foreign 
to his point. The meaning is no more than this: **0 
^* Lord, why hast thou so long deserted us, permitting us^ 
*' all the while to go astray from thy commandments ?" It 
is a pathetic expostulation with Almighty God, begging 
of him to return to his sinful people, to convert and heal 
them. If it be objected, that the words are express that 
« God made us to err," it is allowed to be so in the Eng- 
lish : but if the translators had chosen rather to say, 
suffered us to err, as Le Clerc has^, (after Junius and 
Tremellius, and Piscator,) they might have done it with- 
out injuring the letter, or breaking in upon the rules of 
grammar or criticisms, and would have thereby better ex- 
pressed the true sense of the passage. But it would be 
launching out into a beaten commonplace, to proceed 
farther on this point ; so I forbear. If the reader desires 
more, he may find enough among commentators upon the 
text, and especially in the learned Vitringa. 

* Ghristbnity as Old, &c. p. 256. 

* 'O Wft^nrnf itAtrm \w) rh Otw «h»^c^u* ^x ^f ^w Oi«v mlrtnt ^fuf ynfiintr 
rm mfuifTeinif uXX* IMirrat ««« evy;^a0fivfr»t UiTmi Wfiirru* £ if rif mi firm*. 
'at rJif ^f mSrmt %x,U9 l| ^/mSv, rj|y U «H(^«^f is*) rh Oio. Euttb, m he, 
p. 583. ooDf. OrigeniB Pbilocal. cap. xxi. p. 56. 

^ Qeric in. loc. Qaare noB pateris> Jehova, aberrare a viis tub ? See also 
Le Cene, Pitjet, &c. p. 468. Rosa, p. 132, 220. 

B Vid. Glaasii Fhilol. Sacr. lib. iii. tract 3. can. 11. p. 773. Guarin. Gram- 
mat Hebr. torn. i. p. 522. 
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Jerem. IV. 10. 
Then said I, Ah^ Lord God ! surely thod hast 

GREATLY DECEIVED THIS PEOPLE AND JERUSALEM, 

SAYING, Ye shall have peace; whereas the 
sword reacheth unto the soul. This text looks 
much more to the Objector's purpose than the former 
does; and is, at least, pertinently alleged^, in order to 
prove that Scripture represents God as deceiving the pro- 
phets and people. 

But to assoil this seeming difficulty, it may be proper 
to observe in the entrance, how, or upon- what occasion, 
these words are brought in. Jeremiah in that chapter 
foretells the coming of Nebuchadnezzar upon Judah and 
Jerusalem : he is the lion who was to come up from 
His THICKET, to MAKE the land of Judea desolate ■• 
The prophet then goes on to describe the dreadful con- 
sternation that the kingf princes, priests^ and prophets of 
Judea should be under, at that sad and unexpected turn of 
afiiurs. Hereupon the Prophet himself breaks out into a 
very pathetic ejaculation; Ah, Lord God, &c. As to 
which, I may remark, 

I. That the words may be taken interrogatively. So 
the LXX. of the common edition, and Jerome, take them : 
the Hebrew will bear it, though the Si interrogativum, the 
note of interrogation, be omitted, as in several other places 
of like kindle. Our oldest English versions, as well as the 
later one of the Doway Bible, render thus : Hast thou 
THEN DECEIVED THIS PEOPLE? &c. Indeed the Ge- 
neva translators preferred what we read at present : but 
then, to qualify the seeming harshness, they added an ex- 
planatory note in the margin; <'By the false prophets 
^* which promised peace and tranquilitie : and thus thou 
** hast punished their rebellious stubbomes, by causing 
^' them to hearken unto lies which would not beleeve thy 

h Chrisdanity as Old, &c. p. 256. * Jerem. iv. 7. 

k See Le Gene, p. 151. Robs, p. 102. 
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<< trueth.'' It were to be wished that the later English 
translators had either not so often followed the Geneva 
version in their over-scrupulous adherence to the very 
letter and phraseology of the original, or, if they resolved 
so to do, that they had added some marginal note also : 
for as too servile, an adherence to the letter y in such cases, 
requires a cautionary, or explanatory note ; so, if no note 
be intended, the translation itself ought to be a little the 
Jreer and bolder in expressing the certain sense of the ori- 
ginal, so as to answer the end of strict version and note, 
both in one. But this I offer with submission to better 
judgments, if ever a proper time should come for revising 
and correcting our last English translation : which, though 
a very good one, and upon the whole scarce inferior to 
any, yet is undoubtedly capable of very great improve- 
ments ; as Dr. WeUs, Mr. Blackwall, and others have in- 
timated ^ But to return. 

As to this text in Jeremiah, it might, as I humbly con- 
ceive, have been well rendered interrogatively : but if we 
take the words as they lie in our version, then the sense is 
such as the Geneva translators point to ; excepting that 
instead of ^' causing them to hearken," &c. it should only 
be said, suffering them^ Sec. Or else the sense may be, as 
some very good critics ^ have maintained, that God had 
shovm in the event, and exposed to open view, the seduc- 
tion of the people, by disappointing their fond expecta- 
tions raised by false prophets'^. The Prophet Jeremiah 
himself, in the same chapter, takes care to remove all pre- 
tence of charging God, by throwing the blame upon the 
people themselves : Thy way and thy doimos havb 

PROCURED THESE THINGS UNTO THEE; THIS IS THY 

1 Wellti*8 General Preface to O. T. p. 5, &c. Ross's Essay for a New Trans, 
lation ; being an extract from tbe French of Le Cene. Bladcwall's Sacred 
Claasiesy &c. voL ii. cap. 3. p. 161, &c. and pref. p. ud. &c. 

■ See GlassiiiB, Plulolog. Sacr. Ub. iii. tract 3. p. 784. Guarin. GrammaL 
Hebr. torn. i. p. 525. Witni MiM^lan. vol. i. p. 135, 138. 

■ Popolam istum, per pseudopiopbetas pacem dennndautes, deceptom os- 
tendiati. Cuearm, iJtrid, 
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WICKEDNESS, BECAUSE IT IS BITTER, BECAUSE IT 
REACHSTH UNTO THINE HEART <>. Observe how thlS 

answers to verse the loth. There, the sword is said to 
REACH UNTO THE SOUL; here, the reason for it is as- 
signed, viz. because their wickedness had reaoued 
thither before. The people had been desperately wicked, 
would accept of no sober counsel, nor bear any just re- 
proof: they loved smooth things, they delighted in flattery 
and lies; and therefore Grod gave them up to strong delu^ 
sionSf and suffered them to be grossly imposed upon by 
lying prophets of their own choosing; prophets that 

SPAKE A vision OF THEIR OWN HEART, AND NOT 

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF theLordP; and that were 
wicked enough to say to the despisers of God and good- 
ness. The Lord hath said. Ye shall have peace, 
—NO EVIL SHALL COME UPON TOU<i. By such lying 
prophets as these, God suflTered those to be deceived who 
loved to be deceived, those that walked after the 

IMAGINATION OF THEIR OWN HBARTS^ In ScHptUre 

phrase, God is frequently said to do what he permits to be 
done, because all events are in his disposal, and wait his 
pleasure. The device may be man's : but God directs it 
to better purposes than man could think of, and so by 
taking the thing into his own hands, and governing the 
issue of it, he makes it in a certain sense his own. I may 
observe, by the way, that Le Clerc takes too much free- 
dom in his comment upon this text, and seems to forget 
the reverence due to an inspired writer. He fancies that 
the Prophet was almost besides himself, being over- 
whelmed with grief and anxiety, and so uttered such 
things as he would not have done upon cool and serious 
reflection* : which is reviling God's Prophet, without any 



• Jer. iv. 18. r Jer. xxiii. 16. «i Jer. zziii. 17. ' Jer. xzni. 17. 

" Grotiiis interpretator, SwUH dedpi, quia s«p6 spud Hebraos veriM 
actiTa permiuionem tantnin significant Venim hie ploa dicit prophete, pns 
terrore, et dolore vii sal satis oompos, cum audiret patrin «wmXi^^#* n«c 
sunt hoc ita capienda quasi sedato animo unquam censuisset a Deo versce 
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probable colour or handle for it, and betraying too much 
of an unbecoming levity of mind. For why must the Pro- 
phet's words be strained, in this case, to mean more than 
they really say, and more than the grammatical construc- 
tion and Hebrew idiom require ? 

Jerem. VIL 22, 23. 
i spake not unto your fathers, nor com- 
manded them in the dat that i brought 
them out of the land of eotpt, concerning 
burnt offerings or sacrifices : but this 

THING COMMANDED I THEM, SATING, ObEY MY 

VOICE, &c. The Objector passes a short censure upon 
this text ; observing that, in the Old Testament, ** things 
'* commanded are positively said not to be commanded^'' 
Then he cites part of what I have here cited, leaving the 
reader to imagine that Scripture contradicts itself. But such 
as attend to the sense of Scripture more than to the soufid of 
words will easily perceive how the case stands. Sacrifices, 
which were but part of duty, are here opposed to entire 
and universal obedience. Now the thing which God re- 
quired and chiefly insisted upon was nmversal righteous- 
ness, and not partial obedience, which is next to no obe- 
dience, because not performed upon a true principle of 
obedience. God does not deny that he had required sacri* 
fices : but be had prifnarily and principally^ required obe- 
dience, which included sacrifices and all other instances of 
duty as well as that : and he would not accept of such 
lame service as those sacrifices amounted to ; for that was 
paying him part ohly in lieu of the whole. 

Or we may say, that sacrifices, the outward work, are 
here opposed to obeying God^s voice: that is to say, the 

pone qaemquam decipi . Sed anzios et pertiirbatiu Jcfemias ea dicit nnnc, 
qiMB neqaaquam credebat Cleric, in he, 

* Chrtotiaiiity as Old, &c. p. 336. 

" IVegaHves are often thiu put for comparatives. Gen. xW. 8. Exod« xvi. 8. 
I Sam. %▼. 22. Hoa. vi. 6. Matt. ix. 13. Job. ▼. 45. See Gnarin. Gramm. 
Heb. torn. i. p. 573. 
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shadow is opposed to the substance^ apparent duty to real, 
hypocrisy and empty show to sincerity and truth. Now 
the tbuig which (}od required and insisted upon was obe- 
dience to his voice in every thing : and he laid no stress 
upon sacrifices any farther than as considered as parts of 
true obedience. Sacrifices separate from true holiness, or 
from a sincere love of God, were not the service which 
God required : for hypocritical services are no services, 
but abominations in his sight. He expected, he demand- 
ed religiousy devout sacrifices : while his people brought 
him only outside compliments to flatter him, empty ybrma- 
lities to affront and dishonour him. These were not the 
things which God spake of or commanded: the sacrifices 
he spake of were pure sacrifices, to be offered up with a 
clean and upright heart. Those he reqiured, and those only 
he would accept of, as real duty and service. The mere 
opus operatum, or outward work of ofiering up sacrifices, 
from a corrupt heart, was no sacrificing to God, any more 
than the fasting for strife and debate was fasting to God*-. 
Such sacrifices God detested, being a semblance only of 
duty, and not the duty required ; a corruption and profa- 
nation of a holy rite, rather than a just and proper con- 
formity to it. Sacrifices so profaned carried more of Atc- 
man corruption than of Divine institution in them, being a 
kind of mock worship which man had contrived, and not 
the true worship which God had enjoined. Enough, I pre- 
sume, hath been said to take off the Objector's cavils 
agunst the text. But for the further (nvventing some mis- 
takes, which others have fsJlen into in relation to the same 
words, I may just observe : 

I. That such as have drawn an argument from this text 
to prove that sacrifices have been owing to human inven- 
tion, not to Divine appointment, have mistaken the point. 
Sacrifices were of Divine institution ; but the corruption of 
them is of human devising. God appointed religious and 
devout sacrifices, and men invented hypocrisy and deceit, 

^ See Zech. yii. 5. Isa. Inii. 4—7. 
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debasing the true worship, which was of Divine original, 
into formal and empty worship, which in reality is no 
worship. 

2. 1 may next observe, that such as argue from the same 
text for moral duties, in opposition to positive, are as widely 
mistaken as the former : for the text, in its true and full 
intent, condemns moral performances as much as positive, 
whenever separate from, or opposed to, true filial obedi« 
ence. Obeying God's voice is the one thing requisite, and 
is what God commands and insists upon in all services, 
whether of a moral or positive nature. Moral performances 
are of no value but when they are really parts of sincere 
obedience towards God. If men are temperate in diet, 
chaste in their conversation, just in their dealings, or the 
like, only for worldly views, for health, or safety, or out 
of ostentation and vain glory, or for fear of human laws ; 
such morality being all outside show, or secular conveni- 
ence, is not true morality, nor the obedience which God 
requires. Or if men give alms, and are strict observers of 
some moral precepts, in hopes thereby to compound with 
God, to be excused from odier duties, and to procure, as it 
were, a licence to sin, such moral performances are nothing 
worth J they are not the true services which God requires, 
but are as empty and superficial as the opus operatum in 
positive duties. 

On the other hand, it must be owned, that whenever 
positive duties are so performed as to become true obedi- 
ence, they are as valuable in God's sight, as any moral 
performances whatever, because obeying God's voice is all 
in all. Obedience was the thing insisted upon with Adam, 
with Abraham, with Saul, and with many others, in posi- 
tive instances ; and God laid as great a stress upon obedi- 
ence there, as in any moral instances whatsoever. To con- 
clude then, moral performances, without the obedience of 
the heart, are nothing; and positive performances, without 
the like obedience, are nothing : but the sincere obeying 
of God's voice in both is true religion and true morality. 
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Such 18 the doctrine of the text which we have been con- 
sidering : and while it is thus understood, it carries in it 
no repugnancy either to other Scriptures or to the rules 
of right reason. 

Jerbm. XIII. 4. 

Take the girdle that thou hast got, 
which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to 
Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of 
the rock, — &c. 

This is another of those texts which, according to our 
Objector, represents the prophets as <' acting like mad- 
<< men, or idiots T.'^ Here again I must observe, that 
there are three several ways of interpreting, which I have 
before called literal, visional, and parabolical: and I am 
next briefly to examine the merits of each. 

I. The commendation of the literal construction lies in 
these particulars ; that it is literal; that it is ancient; and 
that it affords rational solutions of the difficulties objected 
to it. The literal construction of a text always claims the 
preference before any other, if there be not some very 
weighty reason against it, or some intimation in the text 
itself that the words are figurative, or enigmatical. This 
is an allowed rule of interpretation, founded in the very 
nature and reason of things : and it is pleadable here, as 
well as in all other cases of like kind. The antiquity of 
the literal construction appears in some measure from the 
ancient fathers, Cyril of Alexandria', and Theodoret^; 
though Jerome, before them both, is an exception, and 
perhaps the first. The seeming difficulties which lie 
agunst the literal construction are several, and admit of 
various answers. 

J Chrigfiaiiity at Old, &c. p. 255. 

* Cyrill. Alexandr. ]u Oieaniy torn. iii. p. 1 1. For tlioagb Cyrill does not 
particularly mention thii place of Jeremiah ; yet his general pleadings for the 
lUerdl constraction in other the like places are as applicable here. 

• llieodoret in loc. lorn. ii. p. 1 89. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JEREMIAH XIII. 4* 241 

Jerome objecU, that such girdle as is here iqentioned 
was s woman* s girdie\ and not suitable to a prophet. 
Bat this is slight, since Jerome had no sufficient grounds 
for saying it t for men might wear linen girdles, and the 
high priest's was such^. He ftirther objects, that Jere- 
miah could not at that time stir so far abroad, while Jeru- 
salem (where he was) was closely besieged <^. But this 
objection, as Bochart observes, is grounded on mistake 
oidy : for the Chaldeans were not yet come to lay siege to 
Jerusalem, as appears from verse a,o. of that chapter. To 
which may be added, that chronologers now place this pro- 
phecy in the first year of Jehoiakim, 609 before the ChriS' 
iian era^f and Nebuchadnezzar did not lay siege to Jeru- 
salem till the year 606. 

Others object, that it looks highly improbable, that so 
considerable a Prophet should be twice sent so long a 
journey, (a journey of near ooo leagues,) from Jerusalem 
to Euphrates, upon so slight an errand^ only for the sake 
of reporting afterwards what he had done, when the re- 
porting of a vision would have served the purpose alto- 
gether as well, with less waste of time and labour. But to 
this it may be answered, that the burying of the girdle, 
though that only is mentioned, might not be the whole of 
the errand : for who knows what other views or reasons 
infinite Wisdom might have in it? Neither is it necessary 
to say, that Jeremiah went twice from Jerusalem to Eu- 
phrates : for he might stay in Chaldea till the second time 
came for his going to the Euphrates about the girdle. 

If these solutions do not satisfy, the learned Bochart ^ 
has another, which seems to cut off all the considerable 
difficulties at once. He observes, that TTSD Phrath may 

^ Hieionymi FrooBm. in Oflee. Hieremiu acdnctns lumbaii, yeste mu- 
liebri, &c. 

• Lerit. xtI. 4. See Bochart Oper. torn. i. p. 955. edit Lugd. 

• Qnomodo exire poterat, et ire tarn longe, obsesaa Hienualem, cxtructis 
per dretdtcim munitioiiibasy foesa* Tallo, atqne castellis ? Hieron, Proaim. 
inO$. 

• See Bedford'! Scripture Chronology, p. 673. 
' Bochart Oper. Poath, p. 956. 

VOL. VI, R 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



242 JEREMIAH XIIL 4. 

reasonably be supposed to stand for fTlDH Ephratk, (as it 
is a common thing for the initial Aleph to be so droiq>ed 
in other names of places or persons,) and then Epkralh 
nmy mean Ephraiah, that is, Bethlehem, which was but 
five or six miles from Jerusalem. So it was no great la- 
hour for the Prophet to go thither once and again, upon 
God's errand. To confirm this criticism, he argues, that 
if the text had intended the river Euphrates, it is some- 
what strange that the Prophet should say (ver. 5.) that he 
hid the girdle mO^ in Euphratesy when it was not in 
Euphrates, but in a rock that he hid it, ver. 4. Again, he 
observes, that when in more than sixty other places Eu- 
phrates is mentioned, it is called the river , or the great 
river, and in two places onlys is simply called Phrath, 
there is the less probability that Euphrates should be here 
intended ; especially considering that so uncommon an in- 
junction might have required a very particular and express 
direction to ascertain the place. This is the sum of .what 
Bochart has ofiered for his ingenious solution of the dif- 
ficulty ; and I leave it with the reader to judge of as he 
sees reason. However, since the literal construction may 
yet appear not altogether unexceptionable, I may next 
proceed to mention such other constructions as have been, 
offered ; that so the readers, having all before them, may 
consider, upon the whole, which of them appears the best 
and safest to acquiesce in. 

2. St. Jerome was of opinion, that all that is here told 
by the Prophet was performed only in idea, . {in typo,) 
transacted in visionK Maimonides also, the famous. Rabbi 
of the twelfth century, espoused the same opinion*. 

s Jerem. li. 61, 63. 2 Chron. zziiii. 26. 
^ HieroD. Pktxem. in Osee. 

* Sicat quod de Abrahamo legitur, fuit verbum ad Abeaiiamum ij« vi- 
sions DiCBNDO (Gen. xv. 1.) et in iUs Tidone didtor, bt bduxit illum 

FORA8, BT DIXIT; SUSPICB NUNC C<ELUM BT NUMBRA STBLLA8: mCQt, in- 

quam, clanim et evidens est, quod in visi4me prophetica factwn fiierit qnod 
yiderit, ac si ednceretnr e loco in quo fuit, at yidere posset coBlum, et quod 
postea dictum fneiit, numbra stbllas ; ita d&eo de eo quod JevemisB injunc- 
tum etin inandatis datum iiiit, UT abscondat cinoulum in EuPHRATBy et 
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Though it 19 not the opinion of all his countrymen before 
or after him : for Bochart ^ mentions Solomon Jarchi, and 
Abarbenel, as differing from him ; and he quotes Rabbi 
Kirochi as declaring directly against him K Nevertheless^ 
several learned men since have thought it reasonable to 
interpret the whole, with Maimonides, of prophetic vision. 
Our learned Smith particularly, in his Select Discourses, 
expresses an unusual confidence in it, and a kind of zeal for 
it% as the only rational construction* Now the reasons 
which recommend this method of interpreting are, first, 
that it removes at once all the seeming or real difficuldes 
of the literal construction. Secondly, It seems that a pro- 
phetic vision fuUy answers all the intents and purposes 
that the Prophet's really performing such things could do. 
It would be impertinent to pretend here, that symbolical 
actions of a prophet would be necessary to nuse attention, 
or would be more forcible than mere narratives : for who, 
besides the Prophet himself, could see or observe all that 
the Prophet is supposed to have done, unless they also had 
attended him all the way through both his long journeys ? 
The thing could no otherwise be notified to all the Jews at 
Jerusalem, but by the Prophet's telling it : and if he r^- 

quod BUM abscondbrtt; deinde elapao kmgo tempora itemm quaesitniii Ulad 
irerit, et coKKurjVM ac PUTRBFiCTUM inyenerit (Jerem. xiii. 4, 5, 6.) ita» 
inquam, aio hnc omnia in vitione propheHca facta fuisse ; neque Jeremiam 
e terra Israelis in Babyloniam ezivisse, ant Euphrateni vidisse. 

k Bochart Oper. Potth. p. 955. 

^ Quod de dngQlo didtar, ^pte aensa reali intelligi potest, ut prqpheta 
egerit plane nti ipsi fiierat a Deo prascriptam : etsi magnns et iUastria vir et 
doctor jostitis, Rabbi scilicet Moses Ben Maimon, id omne visione pro- 
pbe^a peractom scripserit Rabb. Kimeh. ap. Bochart, ut supra, 

« His words are, *< So Jeremy iM. we have there a ytrf prerise narrative 
** oi Jeremiah's getting a linen girdle, and putting it on his loins; and after 
** a while he mnst needs take a long journey to Euphrates, to hide it there in 
** a hole of the rock : and then returning after many days, makes a weary 
** joomey to the same place, to take it out again after it was all corrupted. 
** All which could manifestly be nothing else but merefy imaginary ^ the scope 
f * thereof being Co imprint ttus more deeply upon the understanding of the 
*' prophet, that the house of Judah and Israel, which was nearly knit and 
** united to God,* should be destroyed and ruined.*' Smith's Select Dis- 
courses, p. 224. 

R 2 
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pwiei Si viskfif it nught have made as strong an impression, 
and might as well have conveyed the intended instructioD^ 
as his reporting a re€d iact. Perhaps it might have an- 
swered the purpose better in some respects; becatise it 
wovild appear to many more rational and nx>re credible 
than the other. It cannot be denied but that this looks 
welly and is a very plausible account of the whole affidr : 
and bad the text itself called it a vision^ there could be no 
further doubt of it. But then it mnains to be considered, 
whether the want of that single circumstance be sufficient 
to make us think it was not a vision, or whether there 
be not other instances of prophetic visums in Scripture, 
which are known only by the circumstances to be such, 
and are not called so in terms. So much in favour of the 
visional construction. 

3* But there is yet a third construction, the parabolical 
construction, which deserves or requires to be heard in its 
turn. Much of what has been pleaded for die last is ap- 
plicable to this also. For this removes all the incon* 
veniences of the literal one, armuch as the other : and a 
parable seems as well to answer the intended purpose, as 
either the report of real fact, or the telling a vision. But 
if it be objected that the << word of the Lord"' is said (in the 
first ten verses of the chapter) to have come to the Prophet 
full four times, which argues that there were so many 
real visions; it may be answered, that that is not more 
plainly said, than it is said that Jeremiah went to Euphrates 
once and again, and performed what he was there com- 
manded to perform : therefore the argument is not stronger 
for so many real visions, than it is for so many real facts. 
But it is a common thing for parables to follow the style 
and manner of a true narration. Why then may not the 
whole narrative pass for a parable, or an emblematical nar- 
ration, like Micaiah's, who represents the Lord as doing 
and saying thus and thus, in a feigned narration, but so 
contrived as to convey in a most lively and afiecdng man- 
ner the most important truths ? See above". 

> Pages 199, 200. 
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There is one farther advantage dDuimon both to the 
visumal and pofahoUcal construction^ and which therefore 
might have beea mentioned before, namely, that here we 
may understand by Phrath^ the river Euphrates, being 
properly diosen in the vision ^r parable^ to intimate that 
the Jews were to be carried captive over that river to Ba- 
bylon : but as to Ephiatah, or Bethlehem, which the 
hamed Bocfaavt by conjecture {>ttehes upon, (only to take 
off a noted difficulty in the literal way,) it appears not 
what relation that place could have to the main subject- 
matter of the prophecy. And as to the criticism upon 
the phrase il'1B)l» as if it must aeoessarily signify in Eu" 
phrateSf rather (hoa by Euphratts^ there is no certainty in 
it : for the Hebrew particle 1 undoubtedly signifies dther 
in or by^y acoox:4ing as the circumstances of the text re- 
quire. Thus bx I have been pleading for the way of con- 
structioii by parable; not making it my own, but doing 
justice, so for as I can> to it, and leaving it to the reader 
to think of it as he sees cause. I shall only add, that two 
very learned and judicious writers of our own. Bishop 
StiUingfleetP and Dr. Jenkins <), incline to the parabolical 
construction, as well here as in several other the like 
Scripture instances ; and they seem to have fovoured this 
kind of construcuon above the literal one, for such rea- 
sons as have been now mentioned '. 

Jer. XV. 18. 
O Lord— •WILT thou be ju^toobthrr unto mb 

AS A LIAR, AND AS WATERS T»AT FAIL ? The Ob- 

• See Noldii Concotdant p. 144. 

r StiUiDgfleef a Letter to a Deist, p. 131, 132. 

q Jenkins's Reasonableness, yol. ii. p. 50. 

' Bishop StUlingfleet speaks tfaoa : ^' Bat you will say, these things are 
^'related as plain matters of fact» with the sereral circamstances bekmging 
« to them. It b true, they are so, hut so parables use to be. So was Nh- 
" tfaan's to David ; so is that of the rich man and Lazams in the New Tes- 
« tament: so is Jeremiah's going to Euphrates to hide his girdle ; for it is 
'< not ?«ry likely the Prophet should be sent eighteen or twenty days' joosney 
*' intp an enemy's country for no other end." 

R3 
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jector lays bold of this ' as an offensive passage : and I 
cannot say that he does it altogether without reason. But 
it is an English offence only : and I am sorry that our 
translators did not choose a juster rendering, or at least a 
more decent expression, when they might so easily have 
done it, and the context itself persuaded to it* The words 
may be translated thus : Wilt thou bs altoobthbr 
UNTO ME AS A disappointment ^ and as watbbs that 
FAIL ? or, waters not sure. It is well known that 3D 
often signifies, io frustrate^ or disappoint^ i and it is no 
new thing for Divine wisdom to frustrate and disappoint 
human hopes and human expectations. Our translators 
in Istuah Iviii. ii. do not say, whosb waters lie NOt, 
but WHOSB WATERS FAIL NOT ; bccause they thought 
lie an improper word to apply to waters : and surely liar 
is a word as improper to apply to Almighty God, if they 
had rightly considered it. They might very justly in that 
place of Isaiah have rendered disappoint noty as here in 
Jeremiah also, disappointed. And it is observable, that 
here in Jeremiah there is a plain allusion to brooks that 
dry up, and disappoint the thirsty traveller *. The Pro- 
phet by his complaint in this place could mean no more 
than this, that God had in a manner deserted him for a 
time, had left him to struggle with difficulties and hard- 
ships unforeseen or unexpected, thereby disappointingj in 
some measure, his hopes of better success. Having suf- 
fered much and longTirom his cruel persecutors, he looks 
up to God, and pours out his complaint before him in pa- 
thetic strains, as if God had almost forsaken him, and as 
if the ^' fountain of living waters'' had been in a manner 
dried up, or had refused to send forth its enlivening 
streams : a very just and elegant way of describing the 
uncomfortable condition which the Prophet at that time 
lay under. But yet, as if he had scud too much, he cor- 

• CluittiBiiity as Old, &c. p. 256. 

t Fles mihi ut fhutratio. Qtccehu in Lexic, 
n Job xti. 9. Isa. Iviii. 11. Micah i. 14. 

* Compare Jer. ii. 13. xvii. 13. PnX. xxxvi. 10. 
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rects himself presently after, and expresses bis entire con- 
fidence in the Divine promises to support and strengthen 
him, to MAKE him as a fenced brasen wall against 
his adversaries, to save and to deliver him, and to 
rescue him out of the hand of the terrible x. 
To conclude this article, had but the Objector taken the 
pains to read three verses forwards to the end of the chap- 
ter, he might easily have seen how little foundation there 
was for finding fault with what he had read in verse 18. 
excepting only the harshness of an ill-chosen word in an 
Enjglbh translation. 

Jer. XX. 7* 
O Lord, THOU hast deceived me, and I was 

DECEIVED : THOU ART STRONGER THAN I, AND HAST 

PREVAILED. Here again, the translation is harsh and 
faulty. But the margin had guarded the reader against 
misconstruction or offence, by the softening word enticed^ 
put there for deceived. Indeed the word enticed much 
better expresses the sense of TlTHQ in this place, though it 
does not fully come up to it* The occasion of the words 
was this : the good Prophet had met with a large share 
of ill usage from an ungrateful people, for the faithful 
discharge of his prophetic office. Under these his cala- 
mitous circumstances, he looks up to Grod, and appeals to 
him, the Searcher of hearts, as his witness, that it was 
not through any ambition of his own that he had entered 
upon that invidious office ^ ; nor had he taken upon him, 
of his own accord, to reprove his countrymen : but all he 
had acted in that afiair was done pursuant to a Divine 
call, and in pure obedience to Divine command. He 
would gladly have declined it, or ^ven have run away 
from it; but God would not sufler him. Wherefore 
hereupon he says, speaking to Almighty God; Thou 

HAST OVER-PERSUADED ME, O LoRD, AND I WAS 

9 Jer. XV. 19, 20, 21. > See Jer. i. 6, 7, &c 

R4 
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ovER^PEBSDADEDy (so the words, I think, ought to be 
rendered^} thou art stronger than I, and hast 
PREVAiLBP. The passage carries in it a lively idea of 
the Prophet's great modesty and profound humility, in 
not affecting high things, or shining offices^ but submit- 
ting however to the burden of them in obedience to the 
will of God. For what purpose, then, could the Objector 
produce this text ? Let the reader observe^ and marvel : 
he produced it to prove that prophets have been deceived 
by relying upon God'^ word ; i^ of coursej that the 
people also have been deceived by relying upon the word 
of those prophets b. Never were premises and conclusion 
less allied, or at greater distance from each other. 

Jer. XXVIL a, 3. 

Thus saith the Lord to me j Maile thee bonds 
and yokes, and put them upon thy neck,. and 

SEND TfiSM TO THE KINO OP EdOM, AND TO THE 
KINO OF MOAB, AND TO THE KINO OF THE AmMON* 
ITBS, AND TO THE KINO OF TyRUS, AND TO THE 
KINO OF ZlDON, BY THE HAND OF THE MESSEN- 
GERS WHICH CAME TO JERUSALEM UNTO ZeDEKIAH 
KINO OP JUDAH. 

This is another text which the Objector finds fault with, 
as making the Prophets act like madmen, or idiots^. But 
his censure here also is without foundation. As to the 
natuie of the command here given by God to the Pro- 
phet, I take it to be in part figurative and metaphorical ; 
signifying in a lively way what should b^ the fate of Ze- 
dekiah and the other kings in league with himi Jeremiah 
is commanded in another place<i, to take the wine- 
oup OF God's fury, aqd to cause all the nations, 

• See Lowtfa apon the place. Vitringa in Isa. ▼iii. 11. p. 215. Assembly's 
Annotadons, and Pool's.' De Spagiie Reformation de qnelqaes Passages^ &c 
p. 22. 

^ Christianity as Old, &c. ^. 256. 

« Ibid. p. 255. 

•« Jer. Mv. 15, 16, ir. 
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whom he should be sent to, to obink it : and it fdi- 

loWSj ThBN took I THB CUP AT THB LoBD's HA190, 
AND MADB ALL THB NATIONS TO DBINK» 8cC. Which 

means only, that he prophesied against them, and pro- 
nounced Uieir doom. In like manner, his sending the 
yokes and b^nds to the princes mentioned, seems to mean 
nothing more than his declaring from God the £EUe of 
those princes, by the token* and under the metaphor ef 
yokes and bondst to enliven the idea, and to make the pio- 
phecy moi:e solemn and emphatical. The words of our 
learned Smith, being very apposite to our purpose^ are 
here worth the inserting, << Just in the same mode with 
" this (of the Bechabites) we have another story told, xxv« 
^' ^5> ^7f &<)• of his taking a wtne-cup from God, and his 
^ carrying it up and down, far and near Jerusalem and 
'< the cities^ of Judah, and the kings and princes thereof; 
<< to Pharaoh^ king of Egypt, and his servants, priiices> 
« and people : to all the Arabians, and kings of the land 
^ of \}^i to the kings of the land of the Philistines^ 
<< ELdom, Moabi Amman; the kings of Tyre and Sidon^ 
'< and of the isles beyond the sea, Pedan, Tema, Bus ; 
'^ the kings of Zimri, of the Medes and Persians, and all 
^< the kings of the north : and all these he made to drink 
^^ of the cup. And in this fashion, chap. 3cxvii« he is sent 
'* up and down with yokes, to put upon the ned^s of seve- 
'< ral kings : all which can have no other sense than that 
^< which is merely imaginary ; though we be not told 
** that all this was acted only in a vision : for the nature 
<< of the thing would not permit any real performance 
^< thereof <^^'' Thus far he : and what he says appears to 
be very right in the main : only he must, I suppose,, have 
allowed, that Jeremiah made some such yokes with bonds, 
(as it is certain he did put one upon himself^,) to render 
the impression of what he was to say the more strong 
and lively* It was customary for prophets to prophesy 



• Smith's Select Diflcounes, p. 226. 
f Sec Jer.xxvUi. 10, 11,12. 
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by symbolical actions, or hieroglyphic figures ; insomuch 
that even the false prophets took up the same practice in 
imitation of the true ones. The instance of Zedekiah's 
making himself horns of iroUf and thereupon saying to 
Ahab, as from the Lord, With thbsb shalt thou 
PUSH THB Syrians s, &c. is a very remarkable one. 
And even in the Hew Testament we have an instance in 
the Prophet Agabus, v(rho not content merely to foretell 
v(rhat should happen to St. Paul, represented it to the eye, 
in dumb show, by a symbolical action, binding his own 
handa and feet with Paul's girdle K I say then, that pro- 
bably Jeremiah made several yokes, and put one upon his 
own neck, when he delivered his errand : and his so de- 
livering the prophecy was sending the yokes to the princes 
mentioned K For we cannot reasonably suppose that the 
ambassadors took the yokes at his hands, and carried 
them to their respective masters, God revealed his de- 
sign to the Prophet in such figurative, metaphorical lan- 
guage, and the Prophet reported the same as Jfe had 
received it. The thing that God intended might be as 
clearly understood in this way, as in the plainer and 
simpler style of a mere prediction : but these omamiental 
figures and affecting images, interspersed with it, added 
new force and dignity to the Prophet's message, made it 
the more awful and solemn in the delivery, and gave it 
the advantage of a deeper and more durable impression. 

EzBK. iv. I, Sec. 
Thou also, son of man,* take thbb a tile, (a 

slate,) AND LAY IT BEFORE THEE, AND POURTRAT 

UPON IT THE CITY, BVBN Jbrusalem, 8cc. The Ob- 

K 1 Kings xxiL ^ Actszxi. 11. 

* Potest enim phraaeologia ease allegorica, JeremuB haud insDeta (oonf. 
ZZT. 15.) ita nt dimissio jugi et lor&rumper legtUoiy rit regibas per ipsmim 
legatos rfgnificare, tervitatem boc ipso aigno ipsb portendi ; cam prsaertini 
▼ix credibile nt hanim gentium legatois (qui et ipsi hariolorum blanditiis ir- 
retiti enmt v. 9.) vd voluine, vd ausos fiiiase juga ab Jeremia oblata» Do- 
miais sois perferre. Hemic* Michael, BibL Hebraie, HaUens, in notis ad 
loc. 
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jector is much offended at some commands here given to, 
Ezekiel, as making him also << act like a madman, or an 
** idiot K*' The Prophet was to draw Jerusalem upon a 
slate, was to lay siege to it, to build a fori, and to cast a 
mount against it : he was to set a camp against it, and 
battering rams round it ; and was to take an iron pan, re- 
presenting an iron wall between him and the city, and all 
this for a '< sign to the house of Israel/' He was more- 
over to lie three hundred and ninety days on his left, and 
then forty days together on his right side, without turn- 
ing himself once during the three hundred and ninety, or 
the forty days ; by the former, to represent God's bearing 
the idolatry of the house of Israel three hundred and ninety 
years, reckoning from the first of Jeroboam ; and by the 
latter^ to represent God's bearing the iniquity of the house 
of Judah forty years, reckoning from the eighteenth of 
Josiah. And the Prophet was to bake his bread with 
man's dung, or however with cow's dung, in token of the 
hard circumstances that the house of Jiidah should be in 
a little time reduced to* Now the question is, how far 
this description, or representation, is to be taken literally 9 
or emblematically; and whether the orders which God 
gave were intended as real commands and figures also, or 
only 9A figures of things to come, under the form of com- 
mands, signifying not what the Prophet was to perform, 
but what God in his all-wise counsels had determined to 
bring about. 

I. As the generality of learned men have here pleaded 
for the literal interpretation, believing that the thing 
amounts to more than a prophetical scheme of speech ; 
so it may be proper here, as in like cases before, to take 
notice of that construction. Witsius * and Bochart ™ are 
two of its ablest advocates. They plead the authority of 
the ancient fathers, Basil, Chrysostom, Theodoret : and 

k Christianity as Old, &c p. 255. 
1 WituoB Miscellan. toI. i. p. 94, &c. 

* Bochait. Oper. PoBtb. p. 958. See also Lowtb, Wells, in loc Carpzov. 
Introd/part iii. p. 50. 
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they endeavour to show that all that is here commaikted 
was practicable, and that the several circumstances men- 
tioned carry no direct repugnancy or absurdity with 
them. It would be tecHous to enter into particulaia: I 
refer the reader to the authors themselves. It must be 
owned, that the clearing of the literal construction is first 
to be looked to, and the solutions offered are very in- 
genious and plausible, and such as ought to satisfy, if 
indeed there be a necessiiy for maintaining the literal hf^ 
pothesis ; and th^re. are seveial reasons brought to pn>v6 
such necessity^. One of the strongest of them is what 
Mr. Lowth ^ mentions in these words : ** The circuui- 
'* stances of this vision prove that the Prophet did really 
*^ perform what is here related ; or else it could not have 
''been a sign unto the housb op Isbasl, verse 3/' 
What force there may be in this^ or other arguments 
offisred in favour of the letter, may be considered pre-» 
sently. 

a* For notwithstanding all that can be said oo that 
side, very judicious interpreters choose to interpret in the 
way of vision or parable. Jerome himself is at the head 
of them, who declares some of the things commanded to 
be impracticable?^ but understanding them too rigorously. 
Maimonides alsa is exceedmg positive in the case<i, think- 
ing the literal construction absurd, and expressing himself 

• They are summed up in Witaios, p. 95, 96. 

• Lowth's Comment on the place, p. 256. 

P Renim natora non patitur, ut qoisquam bominum per trecentoa nona- 
ginta dies in uno semper latere dormiat Hteron. m Otee, i. 8. 

4 Ita qnoque id quod dicCmn est ad earn : JSi iu stone HH kderem, Ac ei 
tudarwU super hUus tmtm shnsirufm, dec et tu agfe HAi triUeumethmtkmm: 
quod item alibi ei dictum legitor, novaeukan htmc tensoriam cape HH^ et 
iransire foe super caput tuum, et super barbam tuam ; ita, inquam, ista 
omnia in visione prcphetica facta sunt, ac ridit, vel risum Aiit ipd, se ista 
opera faceve quts ipd pradpi^antar. Absit enim ut Deus Prophetas soos 
stuttis rel ehrm similes reddat, eosque siuitarum aut/krtofomm actiones £a- 
eere Jnbeat. Preterquam quod prsBceptnm illud ultimum legi-repugnasset : 
tmt autem Ezecfaiel sacerdos magnns, et propterea ad duo ilia praoepta ne- 
Igativa, de non radendo angulo eapiiis, et ttngule harbm obligatos. 
md. Mot. Nev. part. ii. cap. 46. p. 323. 
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with more tartness than was necessary. He is seconded 

by several other learned men ; particularly by Smith % and 

by Bishop StillingfleetS and Dr. Jenkins^ amongst us : 

who conceive what is there related to be a hbtory only 

of the vision itself, or to be a prophetical scheme. Another 

learned man, now lately, hath espoused the same sent!-* 

ments, observing, that tbough we have in this chapter an 

account of such and such commands given in vision to 

Ezekiel, yet it is not said that he ever performed them » : 

but that like as St. Peter in a vision was commanded to 

do what he never did, (Rise, Petbr, kill and eat,) 

so Ezekiel was ordered, in the same way, to do several 

llungs which it was never intended he should perform. 

And as Su Peter reported his vision for the instruction of 

Christians ; so Ezekiel reported his, for the instruction of 

the '* house of Israel.'' Those emblematical commands, 

so reported, became signs^ figures, resemblances^ prognostic' 

cations of what had or should come upon Israel, or Judah, 

and in what manner, and why : and thus they were ^^ signs 

'* unto the house of Israel," signifying things past, and 

prefiguring things to come. It appears not necessary to 

say that the Prophet performed, so much as in vision, the 

things there commanded: but in a vision he received 

such commands, which he afterwards considered not as 

formal commands, but as types, emblems, and predictions 

delivered to him in a preceptive form, in order to imprint 

the things intended the deeper upon his mind, and to 

make the representation thereof, to the people of the 

Jews, both more lively and more afiectmg. In this way 

of interpreting, all the difficulties of the literal construc- 

' Siiiilli*8 Select Disoounes, p. 227, 228. 

• Stillingfleet*8 Letter to a Deist, p. 131. 

' Jenkins's Reasonableness, &c. vol. ii. p. 51. 

« Jussus ftiit Ecechid per 390 dies hnn^ decnmbere, in latns deztram (leg. 
sinistnim} indinatus, et Tincalis oonstrictns, pane item Tesri super stercns 
hnmanom accensom oocto : at yero nnsqnam lUcitar propheta mandatam 
ilhid ezsecntos. Quare ambigi yix potest, quin eadem illius fuerit ratio ac 
egos quod Petro datum Act x. jugula ei camede immnnda Juxta ac munda 
promiscne. Lakemacher, Obtertfoi. PkOoh^, Hebmted. 1730. vol. ii. p. 68. 
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054 EZEKIEL IV. i , 8cc. 

tion are removed at once; and there appears to be no 
considerable objection remaining, nor any thing that can 
justly give offence. 

But I must observe, that our Objector has betrayed 
some want of attention, in saying that Ezekiel was to 
^' mix man's dung with his bread <:'* that would have 
been too absurd to be commanded even in visum. Man's 
dung was not ordered for the Prophet's food, (as this gen- 
tleman too hastily imagined,) but for his fuel J: and even 
that the Prophet excepted to, as unclean. Wherefore God 
permitted him to take other fuel, namely, cow's dungj 
dried casings, to hake his bread with ; which being clean 
and wholesome fuel, though not the most eligible, the 
I¥ophet had nothing to object against it. This circum- 
stance of the story has been pleaded as an argument in 
favour of the literal construction : for why, say some, 
should the Prophet object to man's dung at all, if all was 
vision, and none of the things commanded were to be 
really performed ' ? But it may be replied, that a prophet 
under a vision or a trance, (like as in a dream,) takes the 
appearances as real for the time being, and retains the 
same sentiments of clean and unclean as before. So St. 
Peter, in his trance, or vision, (Acts x.) made the like ob- 
jection as Ezekiel did, against eating any thing^ common or 
unclean^: and God gave answers in both cases respect- 
ively, such as were proper to each. 

Objection also has been made to some things men- 
tioned in the third and fifth chapters of the same Prophet 
Ezekiel : his << eating a roU^,'' and shaving his head and 
beard, and then weighing and dividing the hair<^; with 
several other circumstances of like- nature, which God 
commanded him to observe. They seem all to be em- 

* Christianity as Old, &c. p. 255. 

y Vid. Bochart. Oper. vol. i. p. 329. 

2 Si sola imaginatioDe peracta fuerint omnia ; non yidetur tanta cansa 
fdisse deprecandi ne stfercus humanum ezooqaeretor : qns indnbie major est, 
si cibum ita paratam re vera on suo ingerere propheta debnerit ff^UHi 
MUcellan. vol. i. p. 96. 

• Acts X. 14. ^ Easck. iii. 1, 2. « Ezek. v. 1. 
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hlefnatical, and nothing more ; seeming precepts, real pre- 
dictions: and Divine Wisdom might the rather make 
choice of things improper, or some of them impractica- 
ble, that the Prophet might the sooner perceive that it 
was all symbolical; not directing him how or what to act, 
but bow or what to apprehend, foresee, or foretell of 
things to come. Iliat about the roll plainly belongs to 
Ezekiers first vision ; during which vision, he ate the 
roll, and therefore his eating was visionary, not real. And 
I may here note, what I should have noted before, that 
the reader may do well to consider, whether all that is 
related in the fourth chapter be not also supposed, though 
not so plamlj, to be transacted in vision, by what is said 
chap. iii. as, 23. The hand op the Lord was there 

UPON ME, — AND THE OLORT OF THE LORD STOOD 
THERE, AS THE OLORT I SAW BY THE RIVER ChE- 

BAR<i. This description is much the same as in the first 
vision. And it is further observable, that in chap. viii. i. 
it is said. The hand of the Lord Ood fell there 
UPON ME, which are the introductory words to a long 
account of facts, which were undoubtedly transacted in 
vi^on only. If therefore the Prophet himself has ob- 
liquely intimated, as to chap. iv. that he reported nothing 
but a vision, there can then be no just objection to the 
visional construction of that chapter : and the fifth chap- 
ter is but a continuation of the same thing. But this I 
leave with the judicious. 

In the twelfth chapter of the same Prophet, we read of 
his ^^ removing his household-stuff by night," as a type 
of the captivity, and of his ** digging with his hand 
'^ through the walls of his house,'' and his carrying off 
bis goods in '^ the sight of the people;'' as also of the 
people's coming to ask what he meant by such unusual 
conduct. I see no reason for thinking that the Prophet 
might not really perform all that and more, \dthout diffi- 
culty, and without forfeiting either his discretion or gra- 

^ Ezek. i. I, 2. 
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vity. Besides^ the manner and circamstanced of the whole 
narrative, as it stands in the Prophet, (being very different 
from what we meet with in several others,) plead strongly 
for the strict and literal interpretation. It is no less than 
aeven times « repeated, that the Prophet was to do, or did 
thus and thus, ** in the sight" of the people : and he did 
it in the evenings in the " twilight^;'* and " in the mom- 
" ing'* 6 after, God came to ask him whether the house of 
Israel had taken notice' of such his uncommon behaviour, 
and had inquired what it meant. These and other cir- 
cumstances appear to be very cogent proofs of real fact, 
and that it is more than a narration of a vision^ or redtal 
of a parabk. And therefore I cannot but think that it is 
going much too' far from strict rule, to reject the literal 
sense here ; though I know that a very pious and learned 
writer has done it ^, and that he had some appearance of 
reason^ besides the authority of some Jemsh interpreters, 
to countenance him in it. 

EzEK. xii. 21, 22. 

And the word of ths Lord came itnto me, 
SAYING, Son op man, what is that proverb that 

TS HAVE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, SATINd, ThE 
DATS ARE PROLONOBD, AND EVERT VISION FAIL- 

ETH ? Tell them therefore. Thus saith the 

• Ezek. xii. 3—7. ' Euk. xU. 7. s Esek. xii. 8» 9. 

k The words of Smitliy in his Sdect Difloounes^ are as follow : ** Again, 
*' chap. xii. we read of Ezekiel's removing his household-staff in the nigfat» 
'* as a type of the ctqftivUy^ and of his digging with his hands throagfa the 
** wan of his honse, and of the people's coming to take notice of this strange 
« action, with many other nnoonth ceremonies of the whole bnaness, whidi 
" carry no show of probability : and yet, verse the sizthf God declares npon 
« this to him ; / have $et thee for a sign to the house of Israel: and vene 
** the ninth, Son of tnan, hath not the house of Israel^ the rebettious house, 
f< mrid itnto thee, fThat dost thou / As if all this had been done realfy : 
*' which indeed seems to be nothing else but a fropheiieal scheme. Neatbor 
" was the Prophet any real sign, but only isnaginaryf as having the type of 
<* all those fates symbolically represented in his fancy, which were to befal 
*' the Jews : whidi sense Kimchi, a genuine commentator, follows, with 
*' others mentioned.*' SmUh, ibid. p. 228. 
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LORB Goo; I WILL MAKE THIS PROVERB TO- CEASE, 
AND THEY SHALL NO MORE USE IT AS A PROVERB 

IN Israel ; but say unto them, The days are 

AT hand, and the EFFECT OF EVERY VISION. I 

have produced this passage at full length, that so the 
reader may see the whole meaning at once. Our Objec- 
tor, according to his usual. fairness and ingenuity, pro- 
duces only a part of it, in order to prove that God deceived 
his Prophets by false appearances. ** In another Pro- 
**phet," says he>, "the Lord says. The days are 

" PROLONGED, AND EVERY VISION FAILS." YcS, the 

Lord said it, as the Lord said by the Psalmist, " There is 
" no Grod ^;'' that is, the Lord condemned the fools that 
said so, producing their sayings in order to reprove them. 
The words which our Objector cites as God's words, were 
the words of infidelsy who had turned the ^^ grace of God 
^' into wantonness ; taking encouragement from his pa- 
*^ tience and long-suffering, to despise his threatenings, as 
** if they would never be fulfilled V and to deride his Pro- 
phets, as if they had prophesied in vain. Any commenta- 
tor almost that this gentleman could have looked into 
would have corrected his mistake, and might have pre- 
vented his exposing himself on this head. 

EzEK. xiv. 9. 

And if the Prophet be deceived when he 
hath spoken a thing, i the lord have deceiv- 
ED THAT Prophet, and I will stretch out my 

HAND UPON HIM, AND WILL DESTROY HIM FROM 

THE MIDST OF MY PEOPLE IsRAEL. The remark made 
on this text is pointed and smart : << ™ And if the Prophet 
** is deceived, must not the people, who rely on that Pro- 
** phet, be deceived ?" Yes, certainly. But there was no 

* Ghrittianity as Old, &c. p. 256. 
^ PMam xir. 1. lUi. 1. 
Covipare Isa. v. 19. Ezek. zi. 3. Amos ▼. 18. 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. and lee* 
Lowth in loc. 
■ ChriBtianity as Old, &c. p. 256. ^ 

VOL. VI. S 
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occasion for pushing the point so far : it would have been 
mortification enough to all true lovers of the Bible, if it 
could but have been proved that God ever deceived his 
prophets. There lay the stress of the thing; and there 
the Objector should have rested his argument, if he had 
understood what he was upon* 

The reader may please to observe, that Ezekiel (or 
God by Ezekiel) is here speaking of false prophets, or 
anti-prophets, as described in the foregoing chapter; such 
as had set themselves up in opposition to the true pro- 
phets of God. They were prophets that prophesied 

GOT OF THBIR OWN HEARTS i^: they WCrC FOOLISH 
PROPHETS, THAT FOLLOWED THBIR OWN SPIRIT, 

AND SAW NOTHING <> of truth. They were such as 

HAD SEEN VANITY AND LYING DIVINATION, pretend- 
ing to be God's prophets, when the Lord had not 

SENT THEM P. They SEDUCED THE PEOPLE, SAYING, 

Peace; and there was no peaces. I say, it is of 
one of the prophets of that wicked stamp ', that Ezekiel 
speaks in the ninth verse of this fourteenth chapter ; as 
may easily be perceived by what is said in the same verse, 
that God will stretch out his hand upon the Pro- 
phet, and WILL destroy him": and in the next verse 
it is added, that the punishment of the Prophet 

SHALL BE EVEN AS THE PUNISHMENT OF HIM THAT 

seeketh unto him. Which words carry a plain inti- 
mation that the Prophet here spoken of is understood to 
have been as bad as the idolaters here supposed to consult 
him, and to have been as much a false prophet, as they 
were false worshippers ; alike in temper and principles, 

■ Euk. xiu. 2, 17. 

• Ezek. ziii.3. p Ezek. ziii. 6, 7. <i Eseek. ziii. 10, 16. 

' Non patenms de rero propheta did, sed de pwucbproplieta, qol nnmwfuis 
propheU appeUatur. Hienm. in loc. 

* See a remarkable instance of tfaia kind in the Teogeanoe taken upon thf 
false prophet Hananiali, who had taught rebellion against the Lord, and made 

' tiie people to trast in alie. Jer. xrriii. 15, 16, 17, And there are two more such 
instances in the punishments inflicted upon two other lying prophets, Ahab 
and Zedekiah. Jer^xxiz. 21, 22. See also verses 31, 32. of tiie same diapter. 
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and therefore also to be punished alike S for encoura^ng 
idol-worship under false pretences to inspiration. 

Having seen then what kind of a ^prophet the text 
speaks of, it will now be the easier to explain the rest. 
God declares that he will decsivb (will disappoint, or 
will infatuate) such a prophet first,, and next destroy him : 
he will give him up first to strong delusions, and then to 
destruction. The text may not improperly be rendered 
thus, according to Pfeiffer ^ a judicious interpreter and 
learned critic : If thb Prophbt be infatuatbp 

WHEN HB SPEAKBTH A THING, I THB LORD WILL 

INFATUATE THAT Prophbt yet more. So the sense 
of the passage may amount nearly to the same with that 
of St. Paul', (or however the verb here may bear the like 
signification as fffwpavs there,) God hath made fool- 
ish the wisdom of the world : or to that which 
Isaiah says; that frustrateth thb tokbks of 
LIARS, (lying prophets,) and mak^th diviners mad $ 
that turneth wise men b ackwaed, and m akbth 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE FOOLISH 7. But it is observablc, 

' Salvm res est, modo teneamiu ad loc. dt. Ezech. non de Teris Jka, aed 
psendoprophetiBy idolorum cultoribns, sermonem esse, qiios »que ac oonsu- 
lentes ipsos, se deceptarum Deus minatar ; non errorem' inunittendo, sed non 
impediendo, pennittendOy jostoque judido excsBcando, mendacemqoe men- 
daciis pnniendo. Carpxov, Introduct, ad lAbr. BibL part. iu. p. 56. 

De eo propheta agit qni consultoiibas similis est ; qui mercedem iniqaitatis 
amans, amat iis quoque in eiroribus et concupiscentiis suis adulari, dignnra- 
qne se eodem jndido pnestat. Witsii ARsceUan, vol. i. p. 137. 

« Recte judical fioUii oontiunator (Ve Form. Rod. DUs. idii. sect 5.) 
formalem rignificationem yods HDD esse trnpUxfint, Itaqne oonj. transi- 
tfva Piel T\r\^ dgnificat tmpUctm we\/ahtum/eeU : ^oet» juste priTssdo 
inteUectUy seujodidariasabtrsctione gratia illnminatrids; ut adeo verbum 
non exprimat malum culpn, sed pcsns. Q, d. Quod d propheta ita deUret, 
Td cum ratione insaniat, ut tale quid loquatur, ego Dominns faciam nt pror- 
sns stultescat, adimendo ipst omne lumen rationis, ftc^ P/eiffer. Dub, 
yexat. p. 876. alias Oper. vol. i. p. 411. Conf. Le Gene, p. .153. Ross, 
p. 103. 

> 'E^M^Nv i ef«f rifv 0tfim* «w mt/m t^tu ; 1 Cor. i. 20. 

y Isa. 3div. 25. Faiuot eos redderet et inmnoM : nve quod eos ut insanos 
et fatnoe publico risui ezponeret, nve quod iHos ob pcenitenda errata a se 
oommissa in insamam igeret. Vitringa in Isa, xliv. 25. p. 490. 
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that Isaiah subjoins^ in the verse immediately following, 

THAT CONFIRMBTH THB WORD OF HIS SBRVANTy 

(Isaiah, bis tracb prophet,) and perform eth the 
COUNSEL OF HIS MESSENGERS '. From whenoe may 
be perceived, how God illuminates the understandings, 
and ratifies the predictions of his own true prophets, while 
he infatuates the counsels, and disappoints the lying con- 
fidence of evil men and seducers. So this text of Ezekiel, 
rightly understood, makes nothing at all to the Objector's 
purpose. 

EzEK. XX. 25. 

I OAVBTIYEM ALSO STATUTES THAT WERE NOT 
GOOD, AND JUDGMENTS WHEREBV THBT SHOULD 

NOT LIVE. The Objector hereupon says*: " Does not 
<< Scripture, if taken literally, suppose that Grod does things 
'^ of the greatest moment in anger and fury ? Was it not 
<< thus he gave his &vourite people statutes which 
'^ were not good, and judgments by which they could 
<< not live?" The Characteristics have a glance at the 
same thought^, referring to Dr. Spencer, who under- 
stands this text of God's ritual laws ; as several other in- 
terpreters, ancient and modem, have too unwarily done. 
God intended not here his oum statutes or judgments, but 
the idolatrous statutes and judgments, the corrupt princi- 
ples and practices of the heathen nations, to which be 
sometimes gave up and abandoned his own people, be- 
cause they had first deserted and abandoned him. That 
this is the true, genuine, and certain sense of the text, 
may be made appear, as follows : 

I. It is observable, that God here describes these sta- 
tutes and judgments by characters directly opposite to 
what he gives of his oum in the same chapter. For in the 
eleventh, thirteenth, and twenty-first verses, he says, I 



s laa, zlir. 26. compare 1 Sam. iii. \9, 20. 
■ CbriatiaDity as Old, &c. p. 251. 
k Cbaracteri8tic8, vol. iii. p. 55. 
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GAVE THEM MY STATUTES^ AND SHOWED THEM 
MY JUDGMENTS, WHICH IF A MAN DO, HE SHALL 

EVEN LIVE IN THEM. This 19 the character he here 
gives of his oum laws, conformable to what he bad given 
in Leviticus, where he says, Ye shall do my judg- 
ments, AND KEEP MINE ORDINANCES, TO WALK 

therein: I AM THE Lord your God. Ye shall 

THEREFORE KEEP MY STATUTES AND MY JUDG- 
MENTS: WHICH IF A MAN DO, HE SHALL LIVE IN 

TtiEM^. Which words are plainly to be understood of 
the whole system of the Jewish laws, ceremonial^ judi^ 
cialy and mwal; to the keeping of which, life was pro- 
mised ; as to the breaking of any of them a curse was an- 
nexed <*. I say then, that the character of God's own 
laws {ritual as well as others) was, that a man should 
" live in them/' But now here in the twenty-fifth of this 
chapter of Ezekiel, God says, I gave them also sta- 
tutes (not my statutes) and judgments, (not my 
judgments,) whereby they should not live, di- 
rectly contrary to what he had before said, both here and 
in Leviticus, of his own statutes at large. So that it is 
highly unreasonable, or rather absurd, to understand both 
of God's own statutes. 

a. It is farther observable, that in verse ii. of ihis 
chapter, God bad spoken of his giving his own laws to 
his people.; and he proceeds afterwards, verse 13, &c. to 
speak of the frowardness of the people, and of their con- 
temning those laws of his, and of his forbearance with 
them in the wilderness notwithstanding : but that at 
length, by way of punishment to them, he did what he 
mentions verse 95. Wherefore I gave them also 

STATUTES THAT WERE NOT GOOD, &C. So that thcsC 

Statutes cannot be the same with those laws of Moses 
given before, but must be different statutes. 
3. After God's mentioning the statutes '< whereby they 



* Levit. zviii. 4, 5. compare Rom. x. 5. Gal. iii. 12. 
' DeutzxvU. 26. Gal. Ui. 10. 

S3 
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" should not live," he immediately adds, (verse 26.) And 

I POLLUTBD THEM IK THEIR OWN GIFTS, IN THAT 
THEY CAUSED TO PASS THROUGH THE PIRB (tO be sa- 
crificed or consecrated in fire to Moloch «) all that 

OPENETH THE WOMB, THAT I MIGHT MAKE THEM 

DESOLATE. This may be sufficient to intiihate what 
kind of statutes and jtidgments God is here speaking of; 
namely, the rites and practices of the heathen, whereby 
God polluted them, that is, gave them up to their own 
hearts* lusts, to defile and pollute themselves': wherefore 
it is said in verse 31. of this chapter, When ye offer 

YOUR GIPTS, WHEN YE MAKE YOUR SONS TO PASS 

THROUGH THE FIRE, (to be cousccratcd in fire,) ye 

POLLUTE YOURSELVES WITH ALL YOUR IDOLS, 

EVEN UNTO THIS DAY. The Israelites had provoked 
God many ways, and more especially by their frequent 
idolatries ; and therefore God gave them up to the vilest 
and most deplorable idolatry of all, namely, that of sacri- 
ficing <^ their sons and daughters unto devils,'* offering 
them up as burnt-offerings to Moloch. These were the 
static tes NOT GOOD : that is to say, the worst that could 
be ; for such is the force of that expression according to 
the Hebrew idiom s. It is said moreover, verse 18. of the 
same chapter. Walk ye not in the stATUTES of 

YOUR FATHERS, NEITHER OBSERVE THEIR JUDG- 
MENTS, NOR DEFILE YOURSELVES WITH THEIR 

IDOLS. Here we have mention made of statutes and of 
judgments^ (the same words in the Hebrew as in verse 
2$.) but not meaning God's statutes or judgments, but 
the corrupt customs or manners of their idolatrous ances- 
tors, such as God permitted, or gave them up to, because 
they chose such ; as is intimated in verse 25. I have ob- 
served, upon another occasion, that VM is frequently used 

« See Terse 31. and Vitringa, Observ. Sacr. lib. ii. c. 1. p. 267. 

f Reddidit igitur Deus Israelitaa impuros, quaado oocnlto sao jodido per- 
miait^ ut cultu omnium impurissimo se amtanUnarint, Fitringaj ibid, 

f Vitringa, Observat. Sacr. lib. ii. c. 1 . p. 265. Vitringa in Isa. vo\. i. p. 
274, 486. Pool's Annotations in loc. 
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in the permissive sense; and therefore^ I oave th£m, in 
verse 25, may amount to no more than I suffered such 
things ^. 

4. To all which may be added^ that St. Stephen, in the 
Acts of the Apostles S seems to be the best interpreter of 
the text now before us, when he says; Goo turned, 

AND OAVB THBM UP TO WORSHIP THE HOST OF 

HEAVEN, 8cc. That was giving them up to statutes 
that were not goody and to judgments whereby they 
should not Iwe^ to corrupt customs, and impure rites of 
the heathen. To confirm which we may observe, that 
by the Prophet Jeremiah ^ God threatens the like judg- 
ment to his offending people. Therefore will I cast 

YOU OUT op this LAND INTO A LAND THAT YE 
KNOW NOT, NEITHER YE NOR YOURFATHBRS ; AND 
THERE SHALL YE SERVE OTHER GODS DAY AND 
NIGHT; WHERE I WILL NOT SHOW YOU FAVOUR. 

And in this very chapter of Ezekic^l, God says; Go ye, 

SERVE YE EVERY ONE HIS IDOLS, AND HEREAFTER 
ALSO, IF YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO ME: BUT 
POLLUTE YE MY HOLY NAME NO MORE WITH YOUR 
GIFTS AND WITH YOUR IDOLS '. 

j. Though enough has been pleaded, as I conceive, 
from the context itself, as well as from other Scriptures, 
and from the very nature of the thing, to prove that this 
text ought not to be understood of the ceremonial laws 
of the Jewish state, but of quite another thing, yet it 
may not be improper to throw in an authority or two, to 
back the interpretation now given, that it may not be 
thought singular. 

^ ** Not appointing or enjoining tiiem, Imt pennitting them to make such 
" for themselyes; much like that (Rom. i. 24.) giving ^ to a r^rohaU 
** tense : or that 2 Tbess. ii. 11. and Psalm Ixzxi. 11,12. Orden and mles 
*' wliich they first invented , next approved, and lastly made tbdr estabfished 
'< religion ; where all that they conld k»ve in it was, that it was their own:* 
Poof 9 Annotai. 

i Acts vii. 42. Vid. Vitringa, Observ. Sacr. lib. ii. c. 1. p. 266. 

^ Jerem. xvi. 13. compare Deut iv. 27, 28. xxviii. 36, 37. 

1 Esek. zx. 39. 
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The Chaldee Paraphrast interprets the text thus : " I 
<^ cast them out, and delivered them into the hand of 
'< their enemies : and they went after their own foolish 
<' lust^ and made statutes which were not right, and laws 
*^ by which you shall not live." Among the modems, 
Vitringa has more particularly examined this matter, to 
whose observations I owe most that I have said upon it, 
and to whom, for farther satisfaction, I would refer the 
reader. I shall throw into the bottom of the page his 
general judgment, or decision^ concerning this text, in his 
own words"^. Le Cene has another solution^ under- 
standing the words interrogatively, and making some' 
other alterations ° : but his solution appears not so natu- 
ral or so just as what I have mentioned, and therefore I 
need not say more of it. 

HOSBA I. %. 

And thb Lord said to Hosea, Go, taks unto 
thee a wife of whoredoms and children of 
whoredoms: for the land hath committed 
great whoredom, departing from the lord. 
The Objector remarks, (256.) " The Prophet Hosea^ who 
<* was likewise a priest, was bid to take a wife of whore- 
*' doms, (though that by Moses's law was forbid a priest^) 
" and children of whoredoms, and had three children by 
*^ his wife, to whom the Lord himself gave names." It 
is no argument of this gentleman's discretion, to lay the 
stress of his objection upon a blunder in point of fact. 
How does it appear that Hosea was a priest P I know no 



■ ChoniB est eraditornm yironmi qui deprmeeptis eeremeniaUlnts hac in- 
telligunt, et remotione Israelitarum ab altari, utpote quibus sabstituti Leyite 
•oat. Ego Tero eos in pretio et bonore habeo: nibilominuB tameu libere 
profifteoT) buic ofAnioni nunquam me potuiaae oonaentirey ob ratioiies non 
leres sane et liitilesp sed aolidaa pregnanteeqiie ; ex terie orattonis, f^^Mws 
^^uoietUia, verbis aUia texiui tmmtrAf, antecedetUium conteguentkimfMe 
nexUf et Scriptoraram ^UA.«x«i^/f petitaa. yUrmg. Observ, Soar. lib. ii. 
c. i. Compare alao Lowth and Wells. 

• Le Cene, Pkojet, &c. p. 153, &c. Ross, p. 102. 
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Scripture, nor so much as tradition for it^. The Ob- 
jector> perhaps, was thinking of Ezekiel, (who indeed 
was a priest j) and through forgetfulness applied it to Ho- 
sea, as it struck his fancy, and furnished him with some- 
thing plausible against the literal construction of the text. 
Hosea, I conceive, was no priest, but a prophet only ; and 
therefore might (notwithstanding what this gentleman 
has urged) marry <* a wife of whoredoms :"' though I un- 
derstand here a wife which after marriage, however 
chaste before, should prove false to her marriage vow*P : 
and so the case of Hosea and Gomer might be the apter 
parallel to represent the case of God and his people Is* 
rael. • 

It must be owned that commentators and critics have 
divided upon this matter; some believing it to be a rela- 
tion of real fact, others looking upon it as a. prophetic 
scheme, a visiony or a parable. A clear and succinct his- 
tory of the dispute, together with a summary of the rea- 
sons offered by the contending parties, may be seen in 
Pococke upon the place. It would be tedious here, as 
well as superfluous, to repeat what he has said; and he 
has left but little room for addition. That very learned 
man, finding weighty reasons pleaded here and there, 
declined passing any decretory sentence, being content 
rather to report than to decide. Both parts of the ques- 
tion have considerable advocates and abettors : but still it 
must be owned, that the main stream of interpreters runs 
for the literal construction. The learned Carpzov, Pro- 
fessor of Divinity at Leipsic, (a very good judge of these 
matters,) is confident that what we here read in Hosea is 
a relation of rea/ fact; but at the same time observing, 
that able and learned men are no less confident the other 
way^. Augustus PfeifTer, another eminent Leipsic Di- 

• Howa was not of the famUy of Aaron, nor tribe of Levi, bnt of the tribe 
of IsMcbar, as the generality of the learned seem to agree. Set Carpzov. 
Introd. ad Lib, Bibi, part i'li. p. 274. 

p See Lowtb and Wells. 

4 Certttm tamcn, non in visione, aod re vera coi^ugcin foruicariam ab 
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vine, (who wrote his Dubia Vexata, A. D. 1685.) he also 
is a zealous advocate for the liieral interpretation ^ con- 
demningy with some tartness^ those that recede from it. 
There is another learned foreigner* who has now very 
lately (A. D. 1730.) maintained the literal construction in 
a way somewhat peculiar: for he supposes that God's 
words to Hosea, diiough imperatively expressed, bear a 
JiUure signification ; not commanding him to take a wife 
of fornications, but predicting to him that so it would be 
in such corrupt times, and making use of that instance in 
the way of emblem or similitude^ to set forth the unfmth* 
fulness of Israel, God's chosen people, towards him. 
Whether this hypothesis may 4)e of any real service more 
than others, for the removing difficulties, I pretend not to 
say : but it shows, however, that the author is strongly 
persuaded that there is a necessity of maintiuning the 
reality of the iact here related, as most of the interpreters, 
ancient and modem, have done. Pococke observes, that 
this is by the Jewish expositors looked on as the andent 
opinion of some of their Talmudical doctors; and amongst 
thdr later Rabbins, it b embraced by Abarbinel. The 
Christian Fathers, in general, may be said to espouse tbe 
same; as IrenseusS Baul^, (or whoever is the authored 



Hoaea, jussu naminis doctam, et liberos ab ea suacepisse : quod pneter cb- 
teros flolide evicit Balth. Meisner. (Commeiitar. in H06. i. p. 75, ftc.) db- 
cilsris at proffigatis, quai in oontrarium Ptolanus wgety rationibos. Q<>(>ciini 
oonfer D. Steaberi IMsp. in i. cap. Hosen T. V. Marpnig. Diap. six. p. 235. 

Utnt me non fbgiat, ingenti oooata oppositam nostrs lententiani astraere 
allaborasse Job. TarnoTinm Exercit. Kbl. lib. ii. dass. 1. loc viii. p. 605, 
ftc. Qtd videatnr. Cktrpzov, Introd, ad IJhr, BibL part iii. p. 277. oonf. 
p. 284. 

^ Pfeiffer. Dab. Vexat Centnr. W. loc. 73. p. 433. edit alt 

• Quaai igitar sic Propbetam Deoa allocutoa eaaet, veiba acripio : " Tu de 
#* conjugio ineando consilium nunc cepiati ; fiet autem in tam communi cor- 
** niptela, ut feminam acdpias acortationi deditam, et in axorio ctiam statu 
** aoortari non deaituram." Symbolum igitar ilia aptiasima erit gentia Is- 
raditicae, quippe aoorto adaheraqae dmillims. LakemadkeTf Ok§ervai» 
Phiiolog. Tol. ii. p. 70. 

* IrensBoa contra Haeres. lib. iv. c. 20. a. 12. p. 257. edit Beued. 

« Basil, in laa. c. viii. p. 933. edit Bened. N. B. llie last editor allovs not 
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a cofnment under his name,) Austin '^ Theodoretx, and 
Cyril of ^ Alexandria: though it appears from the two 
last mentionedi that the common interpretation had been 
then called in question by some, whom they smartly con- 
demn for disputing so plain a case, as they supposed it to 
be. 

Modem critics and commentators on the same side 
with those Fathers, are not easily numbered up; though 
Pococke and PfeifTeif, taken together, go a good way to- 
wards it : and they two, with Steuberus % are principally 
to be consulted in relation to this matter, as having en- 
tered the deepest into it, and handled it most at large. I 
shall only add here, that the three latest commentators I 
have looked into, Calmet, Lowth, and Wells, all contend 
for the literal construction, for real fact. 

Notwithstanding what has been said in favour of the 
literal interpretation, it will be but just to the reader to 
give some account of the figurative construction, that be 
may at least know what it is, or what it means, and why 
some have gone into it. I oinnot represent it to better 
advantage than I find it already laid down in the words of 
the learned Mr. Bedford, as follows ^ : 

'* In the first chapter (of the Prophet Hosea) God, in a 
<< parable^ orders him to marry an adulterous wife ; and 
<< so he takes Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim ; a name 
^< which may be thus interpreted, a complete and final de- 
<' solation, the efiect of a general corruption, like decayed 

the oommeatary to be Basil's, but thinks it as ancient as the fourth century, 
or fifth at the latest. 

^ Augnstin. contra Faust, lib. zxii. c 80. p. 410. 

7 Theodoret. in loc. Oper. torn. ii. p. 704. 

* Cyrill. Alex, in loc Oper. torn. Ui..p. U. 

• Steoberus*s Dissertation has been lately reprinted in the firat volume of 
the Thesaurus Theologico-Philologicus, among the critics, p. 938. 

Pfeiffer, reckoning up the principal modems of his side, names these fol- 
lowing: Lyranns, Ribera, CalorioSy Pappus, Geanenis, Meisnenis, Walthe- 
ms, Glasaos, Flnkins, Daahawems, Steuberus. To which I may add, Lc 
Cene, Projet d*une Nouvelle Vernon, p. 436, &c. with his translator Ross, 
p. 114, &c. 

^ Bedford's Scripture Chronology, p. 646. 
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^^figSj which are good for nothing. In this parable he is 
« 8ut)po8ed to have children, by whose names he foretells 
^' several calamities : first, the ruin of the house of Jehu, 
« by calling the first son Jezreel, &c/' There is nothing 
in this method of construing the text but what appears 
easy and natural ; excepting only that it is not called a 
parable in the text itself, and so it may be thought too 
presuming to make such of it. Jerome <^, among the 
Chnstian Fathers, and Maimonides,' with several others 
among the Jewish interpreters, have not scrupled to de- 
part from the common construction, preferring the visional 
or parabolical: and they have been followed therein by 
several learned modems ^ mentioned in Pococke and 
Pfeifier; to whom more may be added that have appeared 
since ^. Now the ground of the difference between the 
two kinds of interpreters seems to lie chiefly in this : one 
side thinks, that while there is nothing plainly immoral 
or absurd in the thihg itself, the letter of Scripture ought 
not to be receded from, lest the taking such a liberty 
should be an injury done to sacred Writ, and should lead 
to greater. The other side thinks, that while there is no 
plain force committed upon Scripture, (especially consi- 
dering that the prophetic style is not subject to common 
rules,) it may be allowable to take such an interpretation 
as is least clogged with difficulties from the nature and 
reason of the thing. I may shut up this article with the 
calm and moderate words of the learned Pococke : 

<< Seeing each is backed by great authority, and the 
** maintainers thereof will not yield to one another's rea- 
'* sons, but keep to their own way, and accuse those that 
^' go otherwise, either of boldness or blindness, and some 
" very learned men have not dared positively to dteter- 
'^ mine in the matter; it must be still left to the consi- 

« Hieronym. Phxem. ad Osee. in Eiecfa. W. 9. 

«■ Schafinannnat, Junias, PolanuBy Dnisiasy HalupaniaSy Pareoa, Zancbiiis, 
RivetDS, CalWn, Smitb. 

• Witrius, MtscellaD. vol. i. p. 9, StilUngfleel's Letter to a Deist^ p. 129, 
130. Jenkina, vol. ii. p. 52. 
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'* derate reader to use his own judgment^ only with this 
" cation, that be conceive nothing unworthy of Grod, or 
" unbeseeming bis holy Prophet, nor draw from the 
*^ words any unsavoury or unhandsome conclusions ^" 

MiCAH VL 7. 
Shall I give my firstborn for my trans- 

ORBSSION, THE FRUIT OF MY BODY FOR THE SIN 

OP MY SOUL? Here, because the sacrificing of children 
is mentioned among several other better things^ whereby 
foolbh men hoped to expiate their gmlt, without leading 
a good life; our Objector firom thence infers, that human 
sacrifices were required or approved by the Jewish lawSf. 
His words are : ** The Prophet Micah reckons the put- 
'^ ting every devoted thing to death among the Jewish 
*' institutions. Here the sacrificing a man's own children 
<* is mentioned equally with the sacrificing of beasts; which 
<^ is allowed to be a Jewish institution. How absurdly 
'' must the Prophet be supposed to have argued, after he 
<< hath preferred justice and mercy to a thing commanded 
** by God, if he should go on to prefer it to a thing ab- 
" horred by God?" The Prophet understood good rea- 
soning much better than his corrector understands the 
Prophet: for he entirely mistakes the case. The Pro- 
phet's business and design was to enumerate those vain 
expedients (of whatever kind they were) which men were 
apt to rely upon, in lieu of a good life : and because the 
sacrificing of their own children was one of the foolish 
expedients made use of for appeasing the Deity, he re- 
jects that also, by name, among the rest, as vain and un- 
profitable. The Prophet, very probably, had an eye to 
what king Ahaz (in whose reign, and after, he prophe- 
sied b) had committed in that kind. Ahaz was one that 
had learned of the Moabites, or other idolaters, to sacri- 
fice his own children i. He made his son to pass 



' Pdoocke on Hosca, p. 6. f Christiaiiity as Old> &c. p. 95. 

k Micabi. I. * See 2 Kings iU. 27. 
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THROUGH THE FiRB ^ s OT, AS the Hebrew may more 
properly be rendered^, hb offbrbd up (sacrificed) 
HIS SON IN THB FiRB, namely, lo Baal, or to Molocb. 
In another place, it is said, plainly and directly, that hb 

BURNT HIS CHILDRBN IN THB FIRRi^. Now bcCauSe 

that inhuman practice was one of the foolish, as well as 
wicked devices whereby some considerable men hoped to 
appease Heaven, and to atone for sins, it was very proper 
for the Prophet to take notice of it among the other tn* 
sufficient expedients thought of for that purpose. For 
though it might di£Eer in its nadire and quality from seve- 
ral others named, as legal differs from illegal, or as com- 
manded fTom forbidden ; yet since here the point to be 
considered was not the nature of the things, but their use 
or subserviency to the end lumed at, they are indifferently 
named together, as beic^ equally vain and fruiiless, one 
as well as the other, though not one as much as the 
other. In short, as this means was trusted to, as well as 
the other more proper expedients, so it was right to reject 
it also among the rest, as of no value or efficacy for the 
appeasing God, or procuring pardon of sins. 

If our Objector cannot yet rightly apprehend the case, 
I shall endeavour to dear it up farther by a resembling 
instance. S.uppose we should tell the Romanists, that it 
is v^n for them to think of appeasing God either by an 
orthodox faith, or by hearing and praying, or by a zeal 
for the Church of Christ, or even by massacreing of Pro* 
iestants, (whom they call heretics,) for that none of these 
things will stand them in any stead ; a sound belief and 
an entire obedience to God's laws must save them, or no- 
thing can : where would be the absurdity of such a re- 
monstrance ? It is true, that their massacreing of Protest- 
ants is so far from being at all acceptable to God, that it 
is the very reverse : but yet because they fondly conceive 
that they merit by it, therefore in an application to them, 

k 2 Kings ZTi. 3. 

1 Vid. Vitringa, Obaeir. Siicr. lib. ii. c. 1. Cleric in Dent. ZTiii. 21. 

" 2 Chron. xxriii. 3. 
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It might be proper to mention that also, among other 
much better things, which they presumptuously confide 
in : and our so mentioning it, would be no argument at 
all of our approving, or of our not abhorring so detestable 
a practice. In like manner, when the Prophet Micah 
took notice of human sacrificeSf as one of the false stays 
which some rested upon, (among several others of a bet- 
ter kind,) he did not intend to signify that such sacrifices 
were approved, or were so much as kuvfid, or that they 
were not hateful and execrable in the sight of God and 
man. The sum of what die Prophet aimed at was this, 
and this only : that neither such saciifices as the Law al- 
lowed, nor any humanly devised services which the Law 
had forbidden, would avail to procure the Divine mercy 
and favour : for a good and holy life, or universal right- 
eousness, was the one thing necessary which God expect- 
ed, and would insist upon; and without which, every thing 
else that could be named or invented would be altogether 
fruitless and vain. 

ZSCH. III. I, 2. 

And he showed me Joshua the high priest 

standing before the angel op the lord, and 

Satan standing at his right hand to resist 

HIM. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord 

REBUKE THEE, O SaTAN ; EVEN THE LORD THAT 

HATH CHOSEN Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not 

THIS A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE? The 

Objector takes some notice of this text ^ in passing, and 
very slightly. Having immediately before thrown a scorn- 
ful reflection upon a passage in die Book of Job, which 
has been considered above, and observing that it is not to 
be taken literally, he adds, '^ The same may be said of 
^' the Lord's saying at another time to Satan, standing at 
" the right hand of the angel," (at the right hand of the 
high priest Joshua, he should have said,) '< to resist the 

- Cbristianit}* as Old, &c. p. 253. 
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<^ high priest Joshua, standing likewise before him. The 
" Lord rebuke thee, O Satan." As to what this 
gentleman objects about literally, (a word of ambiguous 
meaning, and in which he loves to equivocate,) we may 
observe, that the words of this prophecy are undoubtedly 
to be interpreted literally, not mystically, or allegoriccdly : 
but the thing was not literally or outwardly performed, 
being transacted in idea only, or in vision. That is to 
say, the Prophet Zechariah, in an heavenly ecstasy or vi- 
sion, saw what is here related, had such ideas imprinted, 
by a Divine influx^ upon his mind. As to the whole 
meaning of this Scripture, I may refer the reader to com- 
mentators for it, there being no difficulty tha;t I am sensi- 
ble of in it. At least, this gentleman has mentioned 
none, except it be such as I have before answered in con- 
sidering the other texts in Job, or have now obviated by 
saying that the thing was transacted in vision, as is com- 
monly allowed. There might be some pertinent ques- 
tions asked in relation to this passage, by an able dis- 
putant, that should know how to object like a scholar 
and a man of parts : but since this gentleman has spared 
us, by his entering no deeper, it would look over-offidous 
to engage any farther in it. 

I have now done with the texts of the Old Testament. 
There remain still some texts of the New Testament, 
which the Objector has been tampering with, in the same 
way of low criticism, and which (if God grants me life 
and health) will be all distinctly considered in a Fourth 
Part, to follow this in due time. 
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LORD BISHOP OP ST. DAVID'S; 

PABTICULAELY IN EBLATION TO THE 

CHARGE OF PERSECUTION. 

IN AN8WEE TO 

JONATHAN JONES, ESQ. 



Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit ) There is more hope 
of a fool than of him. Prot. xxvi. 1 2. 



VOL. VI. 
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JL HERE goes a pamphlet abroad^ just published, en- 
titled^ Instructions to the Right Reverend Richard, Lord 
Bishop of St. David' s, in Defence of Religious Liberty ; 
by Jonathan Jones, Esq. The conceitedness of the title 
in some measure shows the man, and what we may ex- 
pect from him. This gentleman, it seems, thinks himself 
qualified to be a public instructor, and to prescribe to our 
Prelates. ' It is not merely liberty of private judgment, 
that the fraternity are contending for, but liberty of si- 
ting up as apostles of infidelity^ in opposition to the 
Christian guides, and to draw away people from paying 
any respect or deference to Christ, and his religion. 
He begins with telling the world, that this excellent Pre- 
late has published a defence of Christianity, begun and 
carried on with. a professed defence of persecution. But 
where has this gentleman learned that the punishing of 
blasphemy and profaneness, or the executing the laws 
against irreli^on and immorality, is persecution P We have 
heard of persecution for religion, for conscience, for truth : 
but what means persecution for no religion, no conscience^ 
no truth ? It is prosecution certainly that he means ; only 
he has not been used to speak with the exactness of Di- 
vines. I pass over a page and a half which are mere im- 
pertinence, and of no significancy at all^ but to show how 

T % 
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full the writer is of himself. He talks ma^sterially about 
the Bishop's style, as if he were a judge of it ; looks 
down with contempt and commiseration upon his Lord- 
ship; and with an air of superiority professes himself 
" heartily willing to set him right;*' with more such pert, 
puerile insultings, qmte out of character and decency; 
that one would take him for some young declaimer of the 
sect, just listed into the service, full of fire and mettle, 
and wanting the sedateness and caution of the older and 
graver infidels. " He would not o0cr this worthy Pre- 
*^ late his humble advice," he says, ^* without his ablest 
<' reasons, and therefore, &c. *" What a favour is it to 
have his advice, unasked, and his ablesi reasons too ! it is 
mighty obliging, and very condescending in him, thus to 
teach bis betters. His able reasons now follow in their 
order. 

I. 
The first runs thus : b<< He (the Bishop) calls aloud 
'< upon the royal authority to draw the -sword of ven- 
'< geanoe, when he ought to remember, that prayers and 
'< tears are the only weapons of the Church." Could 
ally thing be more impertinent or captious than this para- 
graph ? The Bishop did remember that prayers and tears 
v^re the only weapons of the Church; and therefore it 
was that he called for the weapons of the State, in a mat- 
ter belonging to their cognizance. But this author per- 
haps has blabbed out his wishes and expectations too 
soon, in supposing us reduced to the last refuge of />ray* 
ers and tearsy while there are courts of justice to support 
religion and virtue, and to punish ofibnders against ei- 
ther. 

U. 
'< He (the Bishop) would have that religion to be 
** maintained by fire and sword, which his great Master 

• Page 7. ^ lUd. 
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^* meant to establish in meekness and truth ^*\ His great 
Master and ours^ undoubtedly, never meant to make con- 
verts by fire and sword, nor to force belief upon infidels : 
but he meant to leave the ruling powers of every state in 
the same condition as he found them ; << to be a terror to 
" evil doers/' and to ^' execute wrath upon them that do 
<* evil<i/' For the purpose, to correct those that need- 
lessly and causelessly disturb the public tranquillity, to 
restrain those that libel the esublished religion, without 
oflfering any better, or any equivalent; to curb the inso- 
lence, and humble the pride of such as fiy in the fiaice of 
authority, and pretend, without commission or qualifica- 
tions, to instruct, and, under that colour, to insult their 
superiors. These and the like misdemeanors, arising from 
pride, and vanity, and a turbulent spirit, it concerns the 
magistrates to take cognizance of, and to punish as the 
laws direct. 

III. 
<* He (the Bishop) implores the vengeance of the secu- 
'^ lar arm in the cause of that God, who himself has said, 
^< Vengeance is mine, I will refpay^" And where can 
the ma^strate execute vengeance better, than in the cause 
of that God who gave him commission so to do, and who 
looks upon it as his vengeance when executed under him, 
and for him, by his vicegerents. True, the text says^ 
*< Avenge not yourselves :'' neither does the magistrate, in 
executing wrath, avenge himself but the publit; whi^ 
would otherwise sufier from unruly and turbulent izien. 
And it Was never thought or imagined by any sol^r and 
intelligent man, except this forward instructor, t^at God 
had so confined all vengeance to himself, that he admitted 
no deputies lb act under him. 

IV. 
^< And becattse his Lordship justly thought their Ma- 

« Pag« 7, •» Rom. xfil. 4. 1 Pet ii. U. • Rige 7. 
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** jesties had too much discerntDent and true religion, to 
** persecute (leg. prosecute) men for God's sake, there- 
'^ fore he implores the royal power to do this execution 
^^ for his own sake ^" How free with his Lordship, and 
their Majesties too ! and perfectly well qualified to judge 
of their discernment : though It may look a little too fa- 
miliar towards tkctr Majesties, to measure their discern* 
Dient by his own, and to put nonsense and impertinence 
upon sacred royalty. I see nothing in the suggestion 
here against the Bishop but dull malice, like the rest 
No doubt but his Lordship would have men, so obnoxious 
to the law, prosecuted and puiiished according to law, for 
the glory of God, the honour and welfare of his Majesty's 
person and government, and the good of the whole king- 
dom. Libelling religion in such a way as has been lately 
practised, if suffered to go on with impunity, may leave 
us neither religion, nor morals, nor strength, nor any 
thing but the most deplorable confusion. 

V 

V. 

s<^ His Lordship represents, that government cannot 
« subsist if religion be taken away, because of the Divine 
^* restraints upon human hearts, which he thinks are ex- 
^^ pected in vain from laws and motives merely political.— > 
*^ His Lordship then should inform us how government 
^* subsisted for the first four thousand years of the worlds 
^' when only the Jewish nation had Divine restraints, and 
^^ all the people of the earth besides obeyed the higher 
" powers from laws and motives merely political* — If he 
<' shotJd reply, they had restraints upon them which 
*^ they r^eived as Divine, his Lordship will then equally 
** advance tmposture and superstition with true and ra- 
<^tional reli^n; from whence it will follow, that the 
** worship of false gods is of the same advafltage to the 
" higher powers ai the religion of Jesus Christ^/' Here 
observe, that thjs author directly asserts, that all the 

f Page 8. t Ibid. ^ Ibid. 
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people of the earth (Jews excepted) '< obeyed the higher 
^^ powers from laws and motives merely political." This 
is thoughtlessly said of him, and more than he had need 
to have sud; only he has unawares discovered his prin- 
ciples, and shewn that his scheme is Atheism. A Deist 
would have said, that the rest of the world obeyed the 
higher powers from laws and motives of natural religion, 
which might seem a tolerable answer to the Bishop's ar- 
gument for positive. But this gentleman says roundly, 
that they obeyed upon motives merely political; which 
though entirely false, yet represents truly this author's 
scheme, Atheism direct: for whoever believes a God, 
and a Providence, (which stand or fall together,) does not 
obey merely upon political motives. The heathens, ge- 
nerally, did believe in one supreme God, and in a future 
state of eternal rewards and punishments, had a sense of 
the law of nature, and remains of ancient tradition, and 
some conscience ; and so by the strength of those prin- 
ciples, though mixed with much superstition, government 
was kept up and preserved in the heathen world ; and not 
by motives or laws merely political. Assyrians, Egyp- 
tians, Greeks, and Romans, all had their respective reli- 
gions, and all equally abhorred irreligion. The story of 
Diagoras and his prosecution for Atheism will set this 
matter in a clear light : I shall relate it in the words of 
the late learned Dean Prideaux K 

*' About this time happened at Athens the condemna- 
<^ tion of Diagoras the Melian. He having settled in that 
'^ city, and there taught Atheism, the Athenians pro- 
« secuted him for it. But by flying out of that country 
<^ he escaped the punishment of death, which was in- 
<^ tended for him, although not the sentence. For the 
'^ Athenians having in his absence condemned him for his 
'<< impious doctrine, did set a price upon his head, and de- 
^ creed the reward of a talent to whosoever should kill 



i Connect, vol. i. p. 323. 
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<< him^ wheresoever he should be found. And about 
'^ twenty years before^ they had proceeded against Prota- 
'^ gorasy another philosopher^ with the like severity^ for 
'< only doubting of the being of a God. For in the b^n- 
<' ning of one of his booksj he having written thus, Of 
<' the Gods I know nothings neither thai they wre^ nor that 
<^ they are not y for there are many things that hinder; the 
<^ blindness of our understandings and the shortness of hu* 
^^ man life. The Athenians would not endure so much 
** as the raising a doubt about this matter; but calling in 
'' all his books by the common criers of the city, they 
<' caused them all publicly to be burnt with infamy, and 
<< banished the author out of their territories for ever. 
" Both these had been the scholars of Democritus, the 
^' first founder of the atomical philosophy, which is in- 
'^ deed wholly an atheistical scheme. For though it al- 
*^ lows the being of a God in name, it takes it away in 
'^ effect. For by denying the power of God to create 
*^ the world, and the providence of God to govern the 
" world, and the justice of God to judge the world, they 
'' do the same in effect as if they had denied his being. 
*^ But this they durst not openly do even among the 
'< heathens, for fear of punishment; the greater shame is 
<< it to us, who in a Chrisdan state permit so many im- 
<' pious wretches to do this amongst us, with a firee li- 
'^ berty and absolute impunity." Thus far Dr. Prideaux. 

Let the reader judge from hence, whether the heathen 
nations went upon motives merely politicaL The true 
ground of condemmng both Protagoras and Diagoras was 
their dissolving all ties of piety and conscience, by depy- 
ing, or doubting of, the being of a God, and endeavouring 
to poison the minds of the people with such their athe^ 
istical scheme or schemes. Cicero in a few words may 
be understood to speak the sense of all the wiser part of 
the heathen world. *^ If we take away rdigpon towards 
<' the Gods, I question whether mutual trust, and human 
'* society, and that most excellent virtue, justice, will not 
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<< likewise be destroyed V* Speaking a little above of 
religion and sancUtyi be says, << If we lose tbese, the 
'' consequence will be, disquiet in life and great confu- 
"sion>." 

But this we are told is '' equally advancing imposture 
'^ and superstition, with true and rational religion °^." It 
is indeed saying, that such mixed, imperfect religion, is 
better than none, is preferable to our author's no-reli^n, 
or Atheism. It was useful to preserve government as 
tveU as the Christian religicm is, but not so much as the 
Christian religion is, which is sufficient to take off this 
author's childish playing upon the word equally. It was 
of advantage to the higher powers, but not of so great ad- 
vantage : because no reli^^n whatsoever is so pure or so 
peaceable as the religion of Christ, or so well fitted to 
preserve a constant and conscientious obedience to the 
higher powers. 

VI. 
'* His Lordship would have the King, his sovereign, 
<< cease to be father of his people, that he may become 
** defender of the faith ".'' No sure: but he desires his 
Majesty may ever continue <^ defender of the faith," that 
so he may ever continue a ^' true father of his people." 
But he goes on— <' and implores him to renounce that 
'^ protection, which is equally due to the subject, &c." 
Cross purposes agsun. His Lordship only begs that his 
Majesty may protect his best and most religious subjects, 
by curbing and punishing some of the worst. I shall 
give the picture of infidels and infidelity in the words of 
the excellent Dr. I. Barrow <>• 



^ Atopte hand too an pietate adreraiu Deoa rablata, fides etianiy et aode- 
tM hnniani generigy et una ezoeUentiBdbia Tirlnay Jnstitiay Ixillatiir. Geer, 
lir Ab/. />for. lib. i. c. 4. 

> Quibus aablatis peiturbatio vits aequitnr, et magna oonfu^. Ibid, 

-P*gc8. 

■ Page 9. 
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<< The naughtiness of infidelity will appear by consider- 
" ing its efiects and consequences^ which are plainly a 
'' spawn of al] vices and villanies^ a deluge of all mis* 
'' chiefs and outrages upon the earth« For faith being 
*^ removed, together with it al] conscience goeth, no virtue 
" can remain : all sobriety of mind, all justice in dealing, 
'* all security in conversation are packed away. Nothing 
<' resteth to encourage men to any good, or restndn them 
*^ from any evil ; all hopes of reward from God, all fears 
'' of punishment from him being discarded. No principle 
'< or rule of practice is lefit, besides brutish sensuality, 
'< fond self-love, private interest, in their highest pitch, 
** without any bound or curb ; which therefore will dis- 
'^ pose men to do nothing but to prey upon each other, 
** with all cruel violence and base treachery. Every man 
*' thence will be a god to himself, a fiend to each other; 
''^ so that necessarily the world will thence be turned into 
** SL chaos and a hell, full of iniquity and impurity, of spite 
" and rage, of misery and torment." 

The Instructor adds : ^* This he (the Kshop) desires, 
<< to the end that his Majesty may persecute incredulous 
*^ men, and force them, against their consent, to become 
** orthodox believers P.'' Not one word of truth. What 
is desired is, that petulant, blaspheming libellers may be 
prosecuted according to law; may be forced, against 
their will, to become modest, quiet, inoffensive, and may 
no longer fly in the face of the Establishment, and defy aQ 
laws, sacred and civil. 

VII. 
^^ His Lordship represents the King's title to the crowni 
« as founded on the profession of Christianity, when he 
'^ knows that it proceeded from principles of liberty, and 
^' has himself sworn, by the oath of supremacy, that 
" the King is entirely independent on the Church <l.*' 
The laws of the land ', I think, require, '* that whosoever 

V Pgg« 9. 4 Ibid. ' Aniue 4 to. 
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" shall succeed to the crown of Great Britain shs^U join in 
" communion with the established Church of England :" 
firom whence, I suppose, the Bishop infers, and very 
justly, that his Majesty's title is, in part, founded on the 
profession of Christianity; because he conceives that a 
man cannot profess the Protestant established religion, 
but he must at the same time profess the Christian* I 
see no flaw in this reasoning, (of the Bishop;) but this au« 
thor says, * ^' it proceeded from the principles of liberty." 
And what if it did proceed from the principles of liberty ? 
Was there therefore any liberty left to profess another 
religion, or to profess none ? The legislature undoubtedly 
considered how necessary it would be to the happiness of 
these nations, and the security also of the crown, that 
prince and people should profess the. same faith, and join 
in the same worship, as by law established, and by cus- 
tom confirmed. And common sense must tell us, that a 
prince of no reli^on, (as this writer would have,) a pro- 
fessed favourer of atheism or infidelity, at the head of a 
religious people, would be as great an absurdity and in- 
congruity, as a Popish prince over a Protestant king-* 
dom. The Christian religion, as professed by our Church, 
provides best, both for the support of the crown and 
liberty of the subject ; and so upon the principles of li- 
berty, were there nothing else, irreligion, as leading to 
the. most abject slavery both of prince and people, ought 
to- be excluded. But the ^' Bishop^ has himself sworn, 
*^ that the King is entirely independent of the Church ;" 
is supreme moderator and governor, he means : and what 
has this to do with the point in debate ? The King is not 
the less supreme in this Church for professing to join in 
communion with it. For I suppose, his deserting the 
Church, or professing to join with none, would not make 
him more the head of the Church than before, or at all 
advance bis ecclesiastical supremacy. 

• Page 10. • Puge 9. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



284 A DEFENCE OF THE 

VIII. 
'^ His Lordship poorly answers the popular clamour, 
** that they who implore the secular arm against infidels 
'< are friends of persecution ^/^ I never heard before of 
any such popular clamour : there is a groundless, idle da- 
mour of that kind, raised by an handful of men, in com* 
parison, whom the most and best of the people abhor and 
detest. Some few perverse, concdted men would have a 
just prosecution for irreligion, blasphemy, and turbul^ncy, 
called persecution; and they are singular in it : this is dl 
I know of a popular clamour. But let us hear this writer 
in what follows. '' His Lordship says, there is a real 
<' difference between argument and buffoonery." His 
Lordship is much in the right ; '< as also that licentious in- 
*' vectives against the founders of our religion, and the 
*' miracles which confirm the truth of it, are no part of 
'^ the liberties of a Christian nation.'' His Lordship's 
observation is a very just one, and unquestionably true. 
But his instructor here, instead of replying, diverts him* 
self a while about Judge Jefferies ', to run off from an ar* 
gument which he cannot answer. When his merriment is 
over, he then puts on another air; an air of importance.*-^ 
** I think it an insult upon the British nation, that any 
<' bishop or churchman whatsoever should dare to pre- 
<^ scribe us laws, or limit our liberty. A proceeding like 
^< this would have incurred an impeachment in former 
<' rimes. Archbishop Laud was brought to the scafllbld 
'' for offences much less injurious to his country 7." This 
is threatcfiiiig language. This gentleman has forgot him- 
self: he undertook to instruct the Bishop, and he does 
not consider that threatenmg is not proper for instruction^ 
thov^h it mif^t be for correction. Every reader may not 
perceive the true meaning of all this passion and bluster } 
and therefore it is proper I should whisper him a secret; 
that this able reasoner is here perfectly gravelled, and has 

• P^pe 8. > Page 10. y Page 19. 
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not one pertinent word to reply to the Bishop's argument : 
such is die foroe of truth and reason, that its very fiercest 
opposers are obliged to submit to it, and can only Inte the 
cbams which they cannot get rid of. Who is it now, 
that pwrly answers? The iquestion was; whether libelling 
the Founder of our religion, and blaspheming his mirades, 
are any part of the liberties of a Christian nation ? The 
law is the rule and the boundary of the subject's liberty ; 
and the law has absolutely precluded all such proiane li« 
centiousness. The Bishop speaks with the law, and this 
gentleman threatens him with axe and scaffold « against 
law. Which is no strange thing in a man that can defy 
Heaven, and blaspheme Omnipotence : but yet it comes 
very oddly from one that is pleading on the side of mer* 
cy, and for the liberties of mankind ; and who perhaps 
has already forfeited the protection of the laws, and oWes 
his liberty and all that he enjoys to the lenity of the go- 
vernment, and to the gentleness of that very religion 
which he insults and blasphemes. He goes on wander- 
ing from the question, because he sees where he is pinch- 
ed.—-'* The great council of the nation are only qualified 
'* to say what liberties belong to the nation*." True, in 
points undetermined by law: but in things which have 
been long legally fixed and determined, the great council 
of the nation speaks' by the standing laws ; which are the 
measure of the subject's liberties, till .repealed by the 
same authority that gave them. 

IX. 
*' The prosecution carried on against Woolston, at the 
<* earnest fipplication of particular Prelates, shows what 
*< spirit they are of^.^' As to the prosecution carried on 
against Mr. Woolston, if the poor man be in his senses, 
H is certainly right. Those that prosecute him, no doubt, 
judge him to be so. And if it be at the application of 
partku/Uxr Prelates j as this writer saysS (of wUch I know 

^ Page 10. • Page 11. ^ Ibid. « Ibid. 
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nothing,) as they also take him to.be in his senses, they 
do no more than is their duty to do; acting therein, as I 
conceive, from a true Christian and apostolical spirit, 
tender of the interests of our most holy religion, zealous 
for the glory of God, and the good of souls, watchful 
against deceivers and ravening wolves, that tear the 6ock 
of Christ, &nd continually walk about, seeking whom 
they may devour. It is a gross mistake to imagine that 
prosecuting offenders in a legal way has any thing at all 
of an ill spirit in it ; since it is the kindest and best na- 
tured office that can be, when there is a necessity for it. 
To neglect it, at such' times, is to expose the best m^n to 
the insults and oppressions of the worst, and is indeed ill- 
nature and cruelty to the public, which is the greatest 
cruelty a man can be guilty of. 

X. 

'^ They have little sincerity when they declaim against 
<< the free use of irony and ridicule, in contradistinction 
'^ to the liberty of serious argument, because the judg- 
*^ ment which they solicited and obtained in Westminster 
"Hall is this, t;i».d 

'< Ckristiamty being part of the^comffton law of England, 
*' all attempts to subvert or overthrow Christianity must be 
" punishable by common law, because they tend to over'- 
'^ throw the common law. 

** So that by this judgment all arguments against 
<' Christianity, whether serious or ludicrous, are equally 
<< attempts to subvert Christianity, and consequently to be 
"punished alike by common law^." I admit the pre- 
mises according to the determination of the judges, and 
the inference also which this writer draws from them; 
•namely, that arguments against Christianity, be they se- 
rious or ludicrous, are indifferently (not always in the 
same degree, or with the same guiltiness) attempts to 
subvert Christianity, and are consequently to be punuh- 

* Page 11. • Page 12. 
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edj according to the degree of their malignity, one as well 
as the other. I see what fallacy this author is aiming at, 
in equally and alike: I detected him before doing the 
same thing } and so it is enough now to have just men-* 
tioned it. As to irony and ridicule, they are either good 
or bad, according as they are properly or improperly em- 
ployed. When they are used in a right manner, at a 
right time, and to right purposes, the use of them is 
good, just as the use of wine, or feasts, or any other in- 
different things : but when, instead of well using them, 
they are abused or misemployed, to serve the ends of 
pride, passion, vanity, immorality, atheism, &c. then the 
use of them is bad. 

Those that have particularly .condemned the use of 
irony and ridicule in the cause of profaneness, or against 
Christianity, did not, I presume, intend altogether to ac- 
quit even serious arguments, in the same cause, from 
blame: if they did, I must take leave to dissent from 
them. Sobrius accessit ad evertendam remptiblicam, is no 
commendable character; such a person, in some circum- 
stances, may be a more dangerous and a more detestable 
man, than a joker or a buffoon that aims at the same thing. 
But, I suppose, what some ingenious and very worthy 
persons meant, in speaking more iavourably of sober rea- 
soning, was chiefly with a view to other controversies, 
where some part of Christianity only, and not the whole, 
is struck at, and where a much greater tenderness may 
reasonably be allowed than to professed infidels. Or if 
they had not that in view, they might not perhaps accu- 
rately distinguish between the general case and this par- 
iicular. A ludicrous way of writing, generally speaking, 
betrays a greater malignity, as showing that men* are ad- 
vanced, to the seat of the scomer. Besides that, in that 
way, there is less colour or pretence for conscience^ which 
is a plea that the laws have justly indulged : for however 
a man may sometimes, with a tolerable grace, plead con- 
science for a modest opposition to some things establish- 
ed, yet he can never with any face pretend he is indispen- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a88 A DEFENCE OF THE 

sably obliged to lampoon an establishment, or to make 
ballads upon it. I may add farther, that childish levity, 
ffothiness, and buflbonery, show little or nothing of a se« 
rious regard to truth, and therefore least of all deserve 
any favour or mdulgenoe* To say all in a few words ; in 
many cases, a ludicrous manner of opposing received doc- 
trines may deserve censure, where a modest and serious 
opposition might be excusaUe. But in some of greater 
importance, neither serious nor ludicrous ought to be en- 
dured : and one of these cases is, when any persons en- 
deavour to poison the minds of the people with athdsti- 
cal principles of irreligion and infidelity. Be the poison 
ever so soberly administered, it is poison still, and will do 
mischief, more or less, in any vehicle whatever. But to 
proceed. 

XI. 
^* Observe what an essential difference there is between 
^' the judgment of the law, and the Lord Bishop of Lon- 
<* don: one sa]f%, whatever denies the truth of Christiani- 
*^ ty, tends to subvert it ; while the other maintains, and 
^< does verily believe, the more freely it is discussed, the 
*« more firmly it will stand V' The judgment of the law 
and the judgment of the Bishop may both be very right, 
and very consistent with each other : for the one speaks 
of the natural and general tendency of a thing ; the other 
of the accidental eS&ct. I hope it may be said with- 
out offence, that rebellion often serves accidentally to 
strengthen a government, while its natural 6r general ten- 
dency is destructive of it. For which reason a rebel, 
though accidentally serviceable to the crown, yet deserves 
to be hanged for rebelling; and he must take it as a fa- 
vour, if, afler he is caught, he escapes the gallows. 

xii. 

^< It is not the pmushment of buffoonery that men of 

f P»ge 12. 
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^' sense oppose : but they can never approve a judgment, 
*' which, if carried into a precedent^ must be a total re- 
^' straint upon all religious inqtnrtesy and all arguments in 
^'general on any subject^ whether pleasant or graves/' 
As to his men of s^ise, and their approving or disapprov- 
ing; it matters not* Their sense, one may be sure, is of 
a pitch with his own, and we have seen what that is : and 
as they are parties in this case, their judgment is corrupt 
and biassed. But as to his plea, that all religious inqui- 
ries will be restrained, he should have s^d irreligiousy 
which is quite the contrary, and alters the whole state (rf* 
the argument. For he must not bear us in hand, that 
libelling Christ Jesus, flouting his miracles, running riot 
agsunst both Testaments, and poisoning the minds of the 
people, can come under the soft name of religious inqui- 
ries. Mere inquiries do not satisfy these gentlemen, but 
they deal abroad their instructions^ obtruding themselves 
as guides, listing proselytes, and forming a sect ; which 
is something more than making inquiries. However, 
there is field large enough left for religious inquiries 
within the bounds of decency, and without falling foul 
upon all revealed rdigion. But the fault lies in their ig* 
norance, or their ill taste. They know nothing or relish 
nothing of the many innocent, useful inquiries, within the 
compass of theology, which are agreeable entertainment 
to wise men and scholars, and where there is room enough 
for a latitude of thought. It is a glorious liberty which 
we Englishmen enjoy, as it stands bounded by law : and 
we have good reason to thank God for it, and to wish it 
may never be abridged. But he that asks more, weakens 
our securities, and endangers what we have, and paves 
the way for slavery and bondage ; whether it be Popery 
or prevailing infidelity, that this outrage and licentious- 
ness should at length conclude in, the tyranny of either 
would be unsupportable, and our valuable liberties would 
expire. As to the tyranny of Popery, it is out of ques- 

f Page 13. 
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tion ; and, I think, as little doiibt can be made of the 
other. Do but imagine all fear of God discarded, con- 
science and the expectation of future reckoning thrown 
off, and thereupon every wild passion let loose, and every 
lust exeited; and what could be further added to make an 
hell upon earth ? It is a pretty amusement for these gen- 
tlemen to be drawing infidel schemes, while they sit se- 
cure by the prevalence of religion still remaining amongst 
us : but if once their schemes were to prevail, and become 
general, they would soon find, that they themselves would 
no longer have liberty or leisure to sit down to write ei- 
ther in favour of infidelity or against it. 

XIII. 
" When any of my Lords the Bishops do thus declare 
" against persecution, whilst they are carrying on prosecu- 
" tion, or when they declare for liberty, whilst they thus 
*^ solicit such a general restraint, all g6od Christians are 
" highly concerned and deeply affected ; and they have a 
" due sense of that unblemished integrity and inviolated 
" sincerity which ought ever to accompany the episcopal 
** character *»." Grave banter and contemptible grimace ! 
As if this writer or his clan knew any thing of good ChriS" 
iian^y or would regard their sentiments if they did ; when 
their professed design is, (if* they could effect it,) that 
there should not be one good Christian^ nor so much as a 
Christian left in the kingdom. As to the difference be- 
tween persecution and prosecution^ enough hath been said 
above, whither I refer the reader. 

XIV. 
" His Lordship maintsuns, that infidels who hate super- 
** stition must naturally favour the Pope : and that be- 
" cause they declaim against all sort of superstition, there- 
" fore they must approve the worst sort; namely, the 
" Roman Catholic religion*." This ismisrepresentalion. 

h Pr^ 13. * Page H. 
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I am confident that bis Lordship has no suspicion of their 
favouring either the Popish or any religion. But wiser 
men than they have been made dupes of: and it is de- 
monstrable, and has often been demonstrated^ that they 
are really doing their dirty work for the Papists, whether 
they know it or no. A nation of atheists or infidels never 
was, never will be : but when they shall have shattered 
the fences, and broken down the barrier, which is the 
established Church, Popery will flow in like a torrent 
upon us. This consequence is very plain, but not alto- 
gether so plain as the being of a God and a providence, 
or as the truth of Christianity, or of human liberty, moral 
virtue, or a future reckoning; so that it is very possible 
that they who are blind in so many other respects may 
be here blind also. 

XV. 
<^ And as he could not wholly deny his good-liking of 
" persecution, yet to soften that terrifying word, his 
'< Lordship will have it to be only nominal in England, 
^* while he allows it to be real in the Church of Rome. 
^ Thus fire and faggot are real persecution ; but pillory, 
<^ fine,' and imprisonment, are only nominal^." This 
again is malicious perverting the Bishop's sense, and 
grossly abusing the reader. His Lordship justly sup- 
poses the legal penalties to be no persecution, or persecu- 
tion £edsely so called. The Preston rebels might have 
caUed it persecution when they were punished; and with 
more colour of reason, because many of them might ai^t 
upon conscience^ misinformed. But the teachers of in£- 
delity are plainly disturbers of the public peace, and have 
no pretence at all to conscience^ in doing it. It is not the 
gentleness of the penalty, as being pillory and fine, (ra- 
ther than fire and faggot,) that makes our legal penalties 
in this case no persecution: but it is that the penalties 
are just, and that infidel teachers are grievous offenders 
both against Church and State. 

k Page 14. 
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XVI. 
** His Lordship would make her Majesty's learning to 
<^ preside in the debate between his Lordship and Wool- 
** ston^ though the royal authority is implored to prejudge 
^* the controversy, which b an insult to her high under- 
** standing, and a mockery of her illustrious perscm ; for 
" he asks that judgment from her knowledge, which is 
** beforehand awarded by her power*." This gentleman 
is mistaken, if he imagines that her Majesty was desired 
to judge whether Christianity or infidelity ought to have 
the preference with her. That would indeed be an " in- 
^* suit to her high understanding, and a mockery to her 
'^ illustrious person,'' to suppose that she could have a 
thought towards infidelity, or entertain any doubt of the 
truths of Christianity. But the dispute was laid before 
her Majesty to apprise her of the folly, madness, wicked- 
ness, and outrageousness of the insults made upon reli- 
gion, that so her royal wisdom might ju4ge of them, and 
of the necessity of suppressing them. 

XVII. 
'' The Queen must undoubtedly relish lus doctrine very 
** ill, if we consider her frequent and pious interpositions, 
" at foreign courts, in behalf of unhappy men distressed 
'^ for their, religious opinions™." Revery and chicane I 
What, because the Queen has a tenderness for men of 
true religion^ therefore ahe must have the like for men of 
no religion ! because she supports those that maintain the 
Christian faith, therefore she must support those that 
oppose and overthrow it ! because she &vours innocent, 
honest men, therefore she must of course &vour evil men 
and delinquents! which is just as much sense and as 
good logic, as if it were said, because she loves those that 
love their king and country, therefore she must of conse- 
quence love traitors or rebels. Is there not as wide a 

» Page 15. » Page 16. 
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diflerence as possible in the cases, insomuch that the in- 
ference from the premises is the very reverse of what this 
writer draws from them. For if " we consider her fre- 
^< quent and pious interpositions abroad in behalf of un- 
" happy men" there, because they profess the true Chris- 
tian and Protestant religion, how is it possible she should 
interpose in behalf of infidels at home, who are destroy- 
ing that very religion which these distressed foreigners 
maintain? Would not that be puUing down with one 
hand what she builds up with the other ? Insolent affront 
to majesty, and unpardonable, if it were not contemptible. 
I khow, the party are perpetually harping upon it, that 
Christ and his Apostles, and our first reformers, opposed 
establishments. They did so, and they had good cause 
for doing it. They disturbed the peace of the world, but 
they had an eqiuvalent to offer, and made us nu)re than 
sufficient amends for itt otherwise their attempts had 
been irregular and unjustifiable; and they had died im- 
postors and rioters, and not martyrs* But what equiva- 
lent do these gentlemen offer us for disturbing the peace 
of the world? Rewards in heaven ? They believe no such 
thing $ or if they do, what rewards are we to have for in- 
fidelity or irreligion ? Oh, but they give us truth. No, 
but it was the primitive martyrs, and the reformers that 
gave us truth; else why are they appealed to as exam- 
pks ? If our new doctors are in the true scheme, then the 
primitive martyrs and our reformers disturbed the peace 
of the world for no good end, for error only and mischief, 
and for the deception of mankind, and are no precedents 
to follow. Either therefore condemn them for cause- 
lessly disturbing the world, and then appeal thither for 
precedents: or if they did well, theii "these mop, who 
teach directly oontrary^ do amiss, and can claim no coun- 
tenance from their examples. 

XVIII. 
^* Their (the Indians) present condition is a much more 
'^ eligible state than conversion on any such terms ; for all 

U3 
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<^ men had better be savages than slaves ; and whilst 
*< Christianity, by the craehies of wicked men, is against 
<^ liberty and happiness, it has but a poor recomnienda- 
** tion to favour and esteem ^.'* Op the contrary, it would 
be to very little purpose to endeavour the conversion of 
the Indians, if every apostate Christian shall be sufiered 
to publish scandalous libels agunst Christianity, to floiit 
its Founder, to spread lies and slanders of him and his 
miracles, to misrepresent his doctrine, and to throw all 
the malicious reflections they can invent upon it, to hin- 
der honest and well meaning men from looking into it, or 
from seeing the truth. Such conduct is wicked and im- 
moral, and falls under the correction of the magistrate, as 
much as any other cheat or imposture. There can be no 
true liberty where such licentiousness is sufiered with im- 
punity. This is part of the savageness of corrupt nature, 
and is a contradiction to modesty, civility, humanity, and 
to every other virtue that can preserve society and make 
mankind happy. Not to mention what has been before 
hinted, that to seduce men to infidelity is making them 
slaves to every lust, passion, and folly imaginable; and 
what is more, it makes them tigers and cannibals to each 
other, while there is neither fear of God, nor conscience, 
nor future account to restrain them. Where every mah 
is a tyrant, or disposed to be so, slavery is inevitable, and 
the most dreadful slavery that can be imagined. Yet 
these are the men that talk, as they love to talk idly, of 
the liberties of mankind. 

XIX. 
** If every man by law ought to believe, what necessity 
^ havp they for doctors to convert them<>?** We are not 
talking of forcing belief upon any man, but of repressing 
insults and petulance against the religion established; of 
correcting their conceitedness and arrogance, in not being 
content to enjoy their opinions to themselves, but striving 
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to impose their irreligion, blasphemy, and profaneness, 
upon all men ; which in reality is persecuting the esta* 
blishment, and persecuting the truth. 

Enough has been said in answer to the introduction. 
There follows a mock dedication to the Queen, a boyish 
performance, and thrown in, I suppose, to oblige the 
bookseller. What is argumental in it has been considered; 
the other trash is below notice. All I shall observe of it 
is, that besides the ludicrous, unmannerly insult upon a 
venerable Prelate, and Lord of Parliament, there is a 
breach of duty and decency in making so free with ma- 
jesty, in one continued strain of flam and banter, which 
must give great offence to as many as have any reverence 
for. crowned heads. Such fooling, if not properly ani- 
madverted upon, and seasonably suppressed, may arrive 
to.a greater height, and be attended with very mischievous 
effects* 

There is one objection, not mentioned in the book it- 
self, but in the mock dedication, which, upon second 
thoughts, I have a mind to take notice of, for the insult- 
ing manner wherewith it is urged, and not for its strength, 
pertinence, or ingenuity. The author thus words it. 
P '' For, Madam,'' speaking to the Queen, '^ they are so 
^* far from. trusting in their arguments offered for Chris- 
^' tianity, that even when they offer them, they endeavour 
^' effectually to deter ajl men from answering them ; 
^* whilst they implore the civil magistrate to sheath the 
*' sword of vengeance in the heart of religious liberty," 
8cc. But let it be considered, if any man were to write 
against his Majesty's title to the crown, (as these men 
write against our blessed Lord's title to the Messiahship,) 
whether it would be thought disturbing his Majesty's 
right, or the arguments by which it is defended, to have 
the traitor punished according to his deserts. Or suppose 
a minister of state, or peer of the realm, had been tra- 
duced by lies and slanders, would it argue any distrust in 

P Page 5. 
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bis cause or character, if^ besides a written vindication of 
himself and confutation of the libel, be should further de- 
mand to have the libeller punished as the law directs ? A 
vindication in such cases may be of use to undeceive 
those that have been imposed upon by misreport; but 
perhaps may neither spread so fiist nor so far as the ca- 
lumny had done, or at least will be short of reparatioa 
even for the time present ; and as to the time to come, 
the libeller, if he is impudent and insolent, (as undoubt- 
edly he will be, if not awed by penalties,) may immedi- 
ately repeat the same calumnies, or invent new ones ; or 
if he does not, others may, and probably will, while en* 
couraged by the impunity of the first Ubeller. So that 
though a vindication be ever so full and satisfactory, it 
may be farther necessary to punish offenders, in order to 
prevent their repeating the ofimce, and to deter others 
from following their example. 

Now to apply this reasoning to the point in hand ; this 
gentleman may please to know that the defenders of 
Christianity have no distrust at all in their arguments or 
replies, nor any great idea of the adverse party, either as 
to their learning or their logic, especially in a cause so 
wretched and despicable t yet he is so far right, that those 
who prosecute infidels do discover a distrust^ (for every 
punishment is a kind of caveat^ and imfdies distrust,) 
though nothing* like to what he vainly imagines j but the 
meaning of it is, i. That be their arguments or replies ever 
so full and unanswerable, yet possibly they may not 
spread fast enough or fiir enough to undo the mischiefis 
which infidels have been doing. %, That if they could 
get over that suspicion, yet they can by no means trust in 
the honesty, good sense, or inodesty of infidels, who, if 
they escape with impunity, will presently renew the same 
wicked calumnies, though abundantly before confuted. 
Arguments are feeble artillery against insult: and though 
they want no strength proper to them, yet they will no 
more stop a lying tongue, or scolding pen, than put by a 
sword, or turn off a bullet. 3. They can have no well 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LORD BISHOP OFbST. DAVIDI^. a97 

groanded assurance as to other persons^ but that they> at 
leasts may revive the same calumnieS} or invent greater, 
if not deterred by sonae exemplary set^ti^s. 4. They 
cannot altogether trust to the ingenuity, attention, or im- 
partiality of several readers ; atid therefore they think it 
by no means proper, that libels Hgoinst Christianity 
should be thrown among them, thov^gh answers also 
should be immediately sent after them : for where a con- 
stitution is infirm, the antidote may be insufficient to ex- 
pel the poison. 5. They think it would be tedious, trifling, 
and endless, to permit every ignorant impertinent disput- 
ant to pelt Christianity, and impose upon weak readers, 
only that wiser and good men, who could employ their 
time better, may be constantly exercised in works so 
much below themi answering scurrilities* It would be 
reasonable in any other parallel case ; then be it so in this. 
If it be reasonable to suffer men to be assaulted and 
wounded because suigeons may heal ; or pooton to be ad- 
ministered, because physicians may cure) or firebrands 
to be thrown abroad^ because somebody may quench 
them s then may it be teasonable to permit infidels io 
propagate irreligion, because the pious Cleigy may (if 
perchance they may) stop the efiect of it. In all other 
cases of like nature, wise men are used to trust more to 
early precautions than to after remedies. 

I shall conclude with observing how this libertine sect, 
within a very few years, have grown in assurance, and 
improved in confidence. When the author of the Grounds, 
8cc. first published his piece, he was so modest as not to 
claim toleration or indulgence for himself, or his follow- 
ers, directly ; he knew it would be a gross affront to our 
laws and constitution, as well as to common sense ; but 
being an artful man, he shuffles in his pleas for liberty 
under Mr. Whiston's name, in which view they looked 
tolerable, because there is much more to be said for a 
man of conscience and integrity, a mistaken believer, than 
for an infidel; and the pleas for liberty in one case are 
much stronger and more rational than in the other. 
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However, it was not long before the literal scheme came 
abroad^ which directly and with open face claimed a right 
to oppose publicly the legal establishment, in behalf even 
of infidelity. The same demand was pursued in some 
smaller pamphlets, and with a very unbecoming fierceness 
and bitterness against the Bishop of Lichfield and Dr. 
Rogers. The latter replied to them in a set treatise, a 
very complete and finished performance upon the subject, 
which for closeness of argument, and strength of reason, 
as well as purity of style, is inimitable, and will stand the 
test. Notwithstanding which, this writer here carries on 
the same claim of liberty, against plain and express law; 
and not content with that, threatens bishops with scaf- 
folds, and judges with the bar of the House, for standing 
by our constitution. His words are ; ** However terrible 
** inierior tribunals may show themselves, the proudest 
^^ men that ever swelled in scarlet have often kneeled at 
'^the bar of that most august judicature <!•"' This be- 
cause the judges in Westminster Hall determined in fa- 
vour of Christianity, as above mentioned. These are 
brisk advances in so short a time, and are sufficient to let 
us see what spirit they are of. 

4 Page 11. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

J. HE following Essay was, for the most part, 
drawn up above thirty years ago, by an University 
Tutor*, for the private use of his own pupils: and 
some improvements were afterwards made to it by 
a judicious friend. It was never intended for the 
public view, because, in the very nature of it, it 
should be often changing, in some parts, according 
as new and better books should come out. Besides, 
it might be thought assuming in a private Tutor 
to make his directions public, as if he affected to 
prescribe to other young Scholars, who might bet- 
ter be left to take directions from their proper 
Tutors. 

But since this little Tract has, without the Au- 
thor*s knowledge, and contrary to his intentions, 
found a way to the press ^, incorrect in many 
things, and altered also in method to its disad* 
vantage, it is thought proper to reprint it more 
correct, restoring it to its first state ; that it may 
appear as perfect now ad ever it has been. 

» Dr. Waterland. 

^ In tbe Republic of Letters for December 1729. 
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To this edition are added such books in the 
sciences as have lately been published^ and are 
now in use^ without prescribing however to the 
Tutors of the Universities^ who are the properest 
judges. 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 

JL HE design of this is to be instead of a perpetual guide 
and monitor to a young student^ till he takes a degree. I 
suppose him not without a tutor to direct, instruct, and 
admonish him, as occasion may require ; but be a tutor 
ever so diligent, with any considerable number of pupils, 
he cannot be so particular and frequent in his instructions 
and advice to each of them as might be wished, or may 
be necessary to their well doing. To remedy this incon- 
venience, I have drawn up this system or manual of rules 
and directions, to be ready at hand for a young student's 
use, from the time of his first coming to college. He will 
find here more perhaps than any tutor can have time to 
say to every one of his pupils ; and this small treatise 
lying on the table before him, may serve better than a 
tutor's repeating and inculcating such advices a thousand 
times over ; or if a tutor is absent, or busy, or forgetful, 
or indisposed, or any other ways hindered, the student 
may go on in his business and his duty, if he will but care- 
fully observe the rules that are here prescribed. It is, I 
am afraid, too true, that many young students miscarry, 
making little or no progress in their studies, or throwing 
them entirely aside, and giving themselves up to idleness 
and debauchery, for want of being put into ^ good me- 
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thod at first, or of a right understanding of what they 
ought to do : for, being at a loss where to be^, and how 
to proceed, they often throw away a great deal of time^ 
either in fruitless or improper studies, or in doing nothing 
at all : and being tired of this, they afterwards seek out 
for pastimes ; and falling in with bad company, take ill 
courses, and so run headlong to their own ruin. 

If the following papers may any way serve to prevent 
such fatal miscarriages^ and help any youQg student to be 
both a letter man and a letter scholar, than otherwise he 
might be, (and it is to be hoped that with God's blessing, 
and due care, they may,) then the design of them is suf- 
ficiently answered, in obtaining so good an end. 

I shall begin with some few advices and directions to a 
good and sober life ; and afterwards proceed to lay down 
a method of study, *with special rules and instructions re- 
lating thereto. 

CHAP. I. 

Directions for a religions and soler Life. 

IT is not my design to give you your whole duty to- 
wards God, your neighbour, and yourself; which would 
be too large a task, and is needless, because you may find 
it done already by many excellent authors in print ; some 
of which you should constantly have by you. You are to 
consider, that you are sent to the University, to be trained 
up for God*s glory, and to do good in the world: re- 
member therefore, in the first place, and above all things, 
to serve your Creator night and day. This is your greatest 
wisdom, and will be your greatest happiness : without this 
you must be wretched and miserable, both now and for 
ever. Endeavour then first to be religious^ next to be 
learned: it is something to be a good scholar; but it is 
much more to be a good Christian. A sober man, with 
but a moderate share of learning, will be always preferable 
in the sight of God, and even of men too, or however of 
all wise men, to the most learned who want grace or 
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goodness. Now in order to live a religious and sober life, 
observe carefully the following directions. 

1. Be constant, morping and evening, to the prayers at 
chapel. This is a plain necessary duty; and no young 
student can reasonably hope for God's blessings on his 
studies, or any thing else, who slights and neglects it. 
Custom will make rising' in the morning both easy and 
pleasant, provided you go to sleep in due time; which 
you should by all means do. Never sit up late at mght, 
no, not to study ; for besides that learning so got is too 
dearly bought at the expence of your health or eyesight, 
sitting up late will certainly tempt you to miss prayers the 
next rooming, or perhaps make you sleep over them, and 
disorder you all the day, and so hinder your progress 
in study much more than a few hours over night can fur- 
ther it. 

2. Besides public prayers, be sure always to use in your 
chamber some short private devotions : have some book 
of devotion for this purpose, such as the Whole Duty of 
Man, the New Whole Duty of Man, Taylor's Golden 
Grove, and Nelson's Devotions, at least so long, as till 
you can gain a facility of praying extempore; which may 
be very proper in such private addresses, when you can do 
it readily. 

' 3. Re»d a chapter of the Old or New Testament (but 
oftener of the New) every morning before you kneel down 
to pray: this will prepare you better for devotion, and 
will take up but little time. Do the same at night : half 
an hour may serve for each ; and this will be no hinder- 
ance to your studies, or, however, so small, that it is not 
worth considering, in comparison of the great benefit you 
vnXL reap by it; and God will bless you the more for 
it, enabling you to become both a wiser and a better 
man. 

4. Have two or three religious books to read at fit sea- 
sons, for your instruction and improvement in piety and 
holiness ; and peruse them often. Those beforementioned, 
with Thomas a Kempis, Nelson's Festivals, Goodman's 

VOL. VI. X 
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Winter Evenings Conference, and the Gentleman In* 
structedy may perhaps be suiEcient. 

5. Never go to any tavern, or alehouse, wdess sent for 
by some country friend ; and then stay not long there, nor 
drink more than is convenient. 

6. Covet not a large and general acquaintance; but be 
content with a very few visitants, and let those be good. 
Time is too precious to be thrown away upon company 
and visits : besides, there is danger of having your mind 
drawn off from your studies, or of being led aside by bad 
example or conversation. 

7. Stay not out of your college any night beyond the 
regular hour, on any consideration whatever. If you once 
break the rulef when there seems to be good reason for it, 
you will be inclined to do so afterwards without any such 
reason. It is therefore much better to submit now and then 
to an inconvenience, than to break in upon a fixed and 
stated rule* Come in always before the gates are shut, 
winter and summer. 

8. I must in a particular manner advise you to be 
oblipng and yielding to your seniors in college,, for the 
sake of peace and order. Bear with some little rudeness 
and some imperious carriage, if any be so foolish as to use 
them towards you : not but that you may have redress 
upon any the least grievance, by complaining to your 
tutor; yet it is better to yield and comply in some small 
matters, which will show a good temper, and make you 
mightily beloved, and then you will have little or no oc- 
casion for complaints. Depend upon it, good nature and 
civility will by degrees gtun the love of all, and will make 
you very easy amongst your companions. 

9. Keep yourself always employed, excepUng at those 
times that are allowed for recreation. Avoid idleness^ 
otherwise called lounging : when you think you have no* 
thing to do, you will be easily drawn to do ill. Idleness 
is the forerunner of vice, and the first step to debauchery : 
you must therefore use yourself to business, and never 
give way to laziness and sloth. And that you may not be 
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at a ]o88 what to doj and how to employ your titne^ I 
shall next proceed to set you oat work, and to direct you 
how to begin and go on with it. 

CHAP. IL 
A Method of Study. 

YOUR studies should be of three kinds, and all of them 
carried on together, convenient and proper seasons bdng 
allowed to every one. Philosophy, classical learning, and 
divinity, are the three kinds I mean. I omit law an4 
physic, because I suppose you are designed for a Divine. 
As to the students of law and physic, because they are but 
few, it will be easy for a tutor to give particular directions 
to such by word of mouth, so far as concerns them in dis- 
tinction from his other pupils. The generality of students 
are intended to be Clergymen, and as such must take the 
arts in their way. They must be acquainted with mathe- 
matics, geography, astronomy, chronology, and other 
parts of physics; besides lo^c, ethics, and metaphysics; 
all which I comprehend under the general name of philor 
saphy, as being parts of it, or necessary by way of intro- 
duction to it. To classical learning, I refer the study of 
the languages, and of oratory, history, poetry, and the 
like ; and all these are preparatory to divinity , or subser- 
vient to it. I shall treat of them severally in a distinct 
chapter, so far as is necessary to my design ; and after- 
waitls give you a general sdieme of the method to be 
used, the time to be allowed, and the books to be read, 
with other matters relating to them. 

CHAP. m. 
Directions for the Study of Philosophy. 

I. BEGIN not with philosophy, till your tutor reads 
lectures to you in it : it is not easy to understand without 
a master; and time is too precious to be thrown away so, 
especially when it may be usefully laid out upon classics. 

X 2 
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At first, after you have been at philosophy lecturer, look 
no further than your lecture book, without special direc- 
tions from your tutor, or from this paper : it will be time 
misspent, to endeavour to go further than you can under- 
stand. Get your lectures well every day ; and that may 
be sufficient in these studies, for the first half year at 
least. 

2. Set aside your mornings and evenings for philosophy, 
when you begin to understand it ; leaving your afternoons 
for classics. The former is a study which requires a cool 
clear head, and therefore mornings especially are the fittest 
time for it. 

3. After you come to have a competent knowledge in 
philosophy, take short notes of any question which you 
find discussed in any author : set down the question in a 
tittle paper book, and under it the name of the book, with 
the chapter and page : by this means, if you have been 
diligent, in two or three years' time you will have a col« 
lection of the most considerable questions in philosophy, 
and will know upon occasion what books to consult pro 
and con upon any question. 

4. Set a mark in the margin of your book, when yon 
do not understand any thing, and consult other books 
which may help to explain it: or if you cannot thus 
master the difficulty, apply to some friend that can, or to 
your tutor. 

CHAP. IV. 

General Directions for the Study of Classics. 

I. LET your afternoons, as much of them as can be 
spared from afternoon lectures, if you have any, be spent 
in reading classic authors, Greek and Latin. 

9. Be^n with those mentioned in this paper, taking 
them in order as they lie : read the first through before 
you begin the second, and so on, unless you are very 
much straitened in your time. 

3. Read not too fast, but be sure to understand so far 
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as you have read: one book carefully read over^ and 
throughly understood, will improve you more, than 
twenty huddled over in haste, in a careless manner. Pass 
by no difficulty, but consult Dictionaries, Lexicons, and 
notes ; and if none of these answer your doubts, inquire 
of some friend, or of your tutor. 

4. Some books may be laid aside, after they have been 
once carefully read over and understood : others must be 
read over and over, for patterns and models to form your 
own style by in prose or verse. Of the latter sort are 
three especially, and those perhaps are enoi^^h ; Terence, 
Tully, VirgU. 

5* Be provided with some books of Greek and Roman 
antiqmties, which you may once read over, and afterwards 
consult upon occasion, Kennet's Roman Antiquities and 
Potter's Greek Antiquities may suffice : you may add to 
them Echard's Roman History. 

6. Have a quarto paper book for a commonplace, in 
Mr. Locke's method, to refer any thing curious to ; any 
elegancies of speech, any uncommon phrases, or any re- 
markable sayings. This will keep you from sleeping over 
your book, will awaken your attention and observation, 
and be a great help to yoyr memory. And though I do 
not suppose but that it may be thrown aside after two or 
three years, when your judgment is riper, and when the 
observations you have made at first cease to be new or 
extraordinary ; yet such a book will be of great use to 
you in the mean dme. I speak this, because some per* 
haps may condemn commonplace books, as being gene- 
rally useless in a few years. But regard not that: you 
must begin with little things, if you. would do any thing 
great ; and it will be a pleasure to you to observe how 
you improve. 

. 7. Endeavour in your exercises, prose or verse, not to 
copy out, but to imitate and vary the most shining 
thoughts, sentences, or figures which you meet with in 
your reading. When you are to make an oration, (after 
you have considered well the matter,) read one of Tully's 

X ^ 
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on a simOar subject. Consider the argumentative part by 
itself^ which Freigius's analytical notes will assist you 
in; and then you will best distinguish the ornaments 
which oratory adds, and the art of ranging and managing 
each topicj and become able to imitate him, allowmg for 
the difference of the subject. However, the bare reading 
of his compositions will make your thoughts more free 
and more just than otherwise. Thus Tully improved by 
Demosthenes, and Virffl by Homer; not to mention many 
others, ancient or modem, who have thus made exceUent 
use of their reading in their compositions. 

8. It would be very convenient for you to have a map 
before you, and chronological tables, when you read any 
history ; and sometimes it may be reqmsite in books of 
oratory and poetry. You may be taught in an hour or 
two's time, by your tutor, bow to use the maps or 
tables. 

CHAP. V. 

General Directions for Divinity. 

SOME foundation should be laid in divinity within the 
first four years, for these reasons : 

1. Because many design for orders^ soon after they take 
a degree; and must therefore be prepared in that time, or 
not at all. 

2. Because it will require a long time to be but com- 
petently skilled in divinity; and therefore it should be 
begun with very early : and if it be not, it will hardly be 
carried to any great perfection afterwards. 

3. It is very good for a student to have all along in his 
eye what he is designed for y and to spend some part of hb 
time and thoughts upon it. Nevertheless I would allow 
no more than the spare hburs in Sundays and holydaysy 
before and after the duty of those days : and I suppose 
time may be found in each of them for reading and abridge 
ing two sermons, as I shall direct hereafter. The prepara- 
tory studies of philosophy and elassics must not be ncg* 
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lected for divinity, in the first four years ; for they are the 
foundation, without which a man can hardly be a judicious, 
it is certain he cannot be a learned Divine. I therefore 
allow all other time, except Sundays and holydays^ to these, 
and them to divinity. Only I should advise such as de- 
sign immediately to leave the University and take orderSy 
to allow something more to the last ; their mornings to 
philosophy, afternoons to classics, and nights and holy- 
days to divinity; or, however, to the reading the best 
English writers, such as Temple, Collier, Spectator, and 
other writings of Addison, and other masters of thought 
and style. I could give several reasons for this ; but they 
are very obvious, and wUl be easily understood from what 
I shall observe presently about English sermons. 

I must be larger in my advices about divinity ^ than I 
have been about the two former; because the method I 
propose may seem perhaps new and strangSj and the rea- 
sons for it not sufficiently understood without particular 
explication. 

I advise by all means to begin with English sermons : 
the reasons for it are these : 

I. They are the easiest, plainest, and most entertaining 
of any books of divinity ; and therefore fittest for young 
beginners. 

a* They contain as much and as good divinity as any 
other discourses whatever, and might be digested into a 
better body of divinity than any that is yet extant. 

3. The reading of them, besides the knowledge of 
divinity, teaches the best method of making sermons 
in the easiest manner, by example, and furnishes a man 
insensibly with words and phrases suitable to the pulpit, 
making him master of the En^sh style and language. 

4. When any one has read over and abridged most of 
the best English sermons, he will have good hints in great 
number upon any practical subject, and be prepared to 
treat of it with judgment, accuracy, and in a good method. 
But because the abridging of sermons may be thought a 

X4 
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tedious and painfiil work^ I shall obviate the objection^ 
by shewing what I mean^ and giving a specimen of it. 

Get a quarto paper book ; and after you have carefully 
read a sermon once or twice over, take down the general 
and particular heads, marking the first with numbers in the 
middle of .the paper, the other at the side, as you see 
here: 

Sharp's first Sermon. 

I^et us therefore follow after the things that make for peace* 
Rom. xiv. 19. 

I. 

Consider what is due from us to the Churchy in order to 
peace. 

1. Every member of the Church is bound to external 

communion with it, where it may be had : without 

this, neither the ends of Church-society nor privileges 

can be obtained, 
a* Every member is bound to join in communion with 

the Church established where he lives, if the terms of 

communion be lawful. 

3. Every member is obliged to submit to all the laws 
and constitutions of the Church; 

1st, As to the orderly performance of worship : 
adly. As to the mamtidning peace and unity. 

4. Nothing but unlawful terms of commimion can jus- 
tify a separation. 

5. From hence it follows, that neither unscriptural im- 
positions, nor errors, nor corruptions in doctrine or 
practice, while suffered only, not imposed; nor, lastly, 
the pretence of better edification, can justify a sepa- 
ration. 

II. 

Consider what is due from us to particular Christians, 
in order to peace. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADVICE TO A YOUNG STUDENT. 313 

I. That in matters of opinion, we give every man leave 

to judge for himself, 
d. That we lay aside all prejudice in the search after 

truth. 

3. That we quarrel not about words. 

4. That we charge not men with all the consequences 
deducible from their opinions. 

5* That we abstract men's persons from their opinions. 
6. That we vigorously pursue holiness. 

III. 

Motives to the duty laid down. 

I. From the nature of our religion* 

%. From the cogent precepts of Scripture. 

3. From the unreasonableness of our differences. 

^Virtue. 

4. From their ill I The civil estate, 
consequences to ] Christianity. 

LThe Protestant religion. 

Here you have the divisions and subdivisions^ the sub- 
stance of the whole sermon in a very little compass ; and 
by having it thus in little^ you will both comprehend and 
ret^n it better. Do thus vnih two sermons every Sunday 
and hoh/dayy which need not take up noore than three 
hours each; and in three or four years' time, you can 
hardly imagine how much it will improve you in prac- 
tical divinity ; and of how great use it will be to you ever 
after. 

If you have been careful in your three first years to 
read over and abridge most of the best sermons in print, 
as I shall, point out to you, next endeavour to get a general 
view of the several controversies on foot, from Bennet's 
books; and some knowledge of Church-history, from 
Mr. Ecbard, and Du Pin's Compendious History of the 
Church, in four volumes 8vo; and then, if you have 
time, undertake PearsoA on the Creed, and Burnet on the 
Articles. But I shall be more particular in appointing 
what books are to be read, in the following pages. 
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CHAP. VI. 

A Course of Studies, Philosophical, Classical, and Divine, 
for the first four Years. 

HAVING given general directions for your studies of 
three kinds^ I shall now show you more particularly what 
books are to be read^ and in what order; and appoint 
you your work for every year till you take a degree. 

I begin the year with January^ though few come so 
early to college : if you happen to come later, yet be^n 
with the books first set down, and take the rest in order, 
without minding what months are appointed for them; 
only keep as near as may be to the proportion of time set 
for the reading of them. 

One thing more I must note, viz. that I do not expect 
one and the same task should serve for all capacities: 
some may be able to do more, others less, than I have 
prescribed; but let all do what they can. The former 
may read many other books besides those here men- 
tioned, as they have leisure, and as their own fancy or 
judgment may lead them : the latter may be content with 
only some part of what is here set down ; or, by the ad- 
vice of their tutor, choose some shorter and easier way of 
getting a moderate share of learning, suited to their cir- 
cumstances and capacities. 

Upon the whole ; let the method prescribed be a ge- 
neral standing rule to steer the course of your studies by. 
Where exceptions are necessary, your own prudence, or 
your tutor, will direct you what to do. 
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Books to be read in the first year. 



PHILOSOPHICAL. 


CLASSICAL. 


RELIGIOUS. 


Jan. 
Feb. 


WiDgate'sAriOm. 


Terence. 


Sharp's Sermons. 
Calamy's Sermons. 


Mar. 
April 


Euclid. 


XenophontisCyriln- 
sdtntio. 


Sprat's Sermons. 
Biackhall*s Sermons. 


May 

June 


Eudid. 
Wallis's Logic 


Tully'B EpisUes. 
Fbadnis's Fables. 


Hoadly^s Sermons. 
South*s Sermons. 


Jnly 
Aug. 


Eadid's Elements. 


Lncian's Select Diar 
lognes. 
Theophrastus. 


Sonth's Sermons. 


Oct 


Salmon's Geography. 


Justin. 
Cornelius Nepos. 


Young's Sermons. 


Not. 
Dec. 


Kein Trigonometria. 


Dionysios's Geogra- 
phy. 


Sootfs Sermons and 
Discourses, 3 vols. 



Remarks on the Books mentioned in the first column. 

Wingate's Arithmetic. This book is designed for an 
introduction to mathematics^ and is one of the plainest in 
its kind : and because arithmetic and geometry are requi- 
site to a thorough knowledge in philosophy, I refer them 
to that head. 

Euclid may follow, or be begun at the same time with 
the former, if your tutor reads lectures in it ; otherwise 
let it alone till he does. I shall not trouble you with the 
reasons why I prefer Euclid to any other elements of geo- 
metry as most proper to begin with ; see Mr. Whiston*s 
preface to Tacquet, with which I agree entirely, for other 
reasons besides those there mentioned. You may, if you 
have time, when you have gone through five or six books 
in Euclid, take Pardie's Geometry, and you will be pleas- 
ed to find the same things you have learnt before in a dif- 
ferent and somewhat shorter method ; besides some other 
things, which will be new and diverting. 

Wallis's Logic, or some other, I suppose, may by this 
time be read by your tutor : the use of it chiefly lies in 
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expldning wards and ierfns of art, especially to young be- 
ginners. As to the trae art of reasonings it will be better 
learnt afterwards by other books, or come by use and Imi- 
tation. The most proper way will be to read reasoning 
authors, to converse with your equals freely upon subjects 
you have read, and now and then to abridge a close 
written discourse upon other subjects, as well as sermons. 
The conduct of the understanding is admirably taught by 
Mr. Locke, in a posthumous discourse that bears his name. 
The study of the mathematics also will help more towards 
it than any rules of logic. 

Keill's Trigonometry may now be read, but I suppose 
your tutor to help you. Trigonometry is very necessary 
to prepare you for reading of astronomy, which cannot be 
competently understood without it. Some insight into 
other parts of the mathematics, particularly Conic Sec- 
tions, if you have time and inclinations for it, may be 
highly useful, and you may carry on mathematics and 
philosophy together through the whole four years. I 
suppose you have some notion of Algebra, from the rudi- 
ments of it in aridimetic ; but it would now be very pro- 
per to advance somewhat further in it, for the better un- 
derstanding the books of philosophy mentioned hereafter; 
for which I shall name Hammond's, Maclaurin's, and 
Simpson's Algebra ; bc^t the former may be sufficient. 

Remarks on the Books contained in the second column. 

Terence is as easy as any to begin with, and the most 
proper, because you must read it very often, to make 
yourself master of familiar and pure Latin. 

Xenophon comes next, as being pure and easy Greek; 
and you are to take care so to read alternately the Greek 
-and Latin authors, that you may improve in both lan- 
guages. 

By the way, let me here mention one thing relating to 
the Hellenistical language : it would not be improper to 
bring your Septuagint with you to chapel every day, to 
read the lessons in Greek. I need not add any thing 
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about the other classics in this column, the reasons being 
much the same with what hath been observed of the 
two first; but read over the general directions given 
for the study of classics, and apply them as you see oc- 
casion. 

Remarks on the third column. 

It being almost indifierent what Sermons are read first, 
provided they be good, I have not been curious about 
placing them. If some of these Sermons may be sooner 
had than others, begin with which you please. 

A short character of the Sermons is this : Sharp's, Ca- 
lamy's, and Blackhall's, are the best models for an easy, 
natural, and familiar way of writing. Sprat is fine, florid, 
and elaborate in his style, artiul in his method, and not so 
open as the former, but harder to be imitated. Hoadly is 
very exact and judidous, and both his sense and style just, 
close, and clear. The other three are very sound, clear 
writers; only Scot is too swelling and pompous, and 
South is something too full of u^ sndsatiref and does not 
always observe a decorum in his style. 

Books to be read in the second year. 



PHILOSOPHICAL. 


CLASSICAL. 


RELIGIOUS. 


3A. 

Feb. 


Harris's Astronomi. 
cal Dialogues. 
Keill's Astronomy. 


Camhray on Elo- 
quence. 
Vossius's Rhetoric 


nilotson's Sermons. 
TOL i. fot 


Mar. 
April 


Locke's Horn. Und. 
Simpson's Con. Sect 


IViny'sOmt 




May 
Jane 


Milnes's Sectiones 
Conies. 


Isocrates. 


Tillotson's Sermons, 
▼ol.ii.foL 


July 
Aug. 


Keill's Introdact. 


Caesar's Comment 
SaUnst 


• 


&pt 
Oct 


Chine's Philosoph. 


Hesiod. 
Tbeocritus. 


"nUotson's Sermons, 
fol. m. fol. 


Not. 
Dec. 


Bartholin. Phys. 
Rohanlti Phys. 


CMd's Fasti. 
Virgil's Eclog. 
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Remarks on the first column. 

Harris's Astronomical Dialogues, and Keill's Astrono* 
mical Lectures, are plain and intelligible, and will ^ve a 
good general view of that science. 

Locke's Human Understanding must be read, being a 
book so much (and I add so justly) valued, however faulty 
the author may have been in other writings. 

Simpson's Conic Sections may be read by any one who 
understands Euclid, and will be necessary to those who 
would understand astronomy. I have also mentioned 
Milnes's Conic Sections. 

Keill is more difficult, and perhaps not to be attempted 
proprio marte, or without the help of your tutor. 

Cheyne will for the most part be very easy, after you 
understand the two former : and you may join BenlJey's 
Sermons, and Huygens's Planetary Worlds, if you have 
time; which will at once improve and entertain you. 
Rohault's Physic^ are chiefly valuable for the optics, 
which are there laid down in die easiest and clearest man- 
ner : as to the rest, the excellent notes that go along with 
it are its best commendation. You may pass over many 
chapters with only a cursory view, and entirely omit the 
three last parts, only observing the notes at the bottom of 
the pages, which are every where good. Read Desa- 
gulier's and Rowning's Mechanics, Statics, and Optics, 
along with Rohault, which will very much contribute to 
the right understanding such parts of him, or his editor, 
as are upon those subjects. You may add Bartholin's 
Physics for the heads of a system. But I suppose by this 
time you will be able to observe some defects, and correct 
some mistakes of that author, as you read him. 

Bemarks on the second and third columns. 

Cambray on Eloquence, or some other rhetoric, should 

be read ; not only to learn oratory, but to be able to read 

any orations with judgment, and to improve, by them. 

Yet Vossius may serve, if you want time to peruse the 
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other. You may add to both these^ Rapin's Works in two 
volumes^ which will give you a good taste of oratory and 
polite writing, and direct you to form a judgment of au- 
thors ancient and modem. And this is all I need say of 
the books mentioned in the second column. 

The third contains only Tillotson*s Sermons ', the cha- 
racter of which is too well known to need any enlarge^ 
ment. There is one or two ^ points of doctrine, parti- 
cularly that of helUtormentSy justly exceptionable; but 
that has been so much taken notice of, and so fuUy con- 
futed by other writers, particularly by the learned Mr. 
Lupton, in a Sermon before the University of Oxford, and 
Dr. Whitby, in his Appendix to the Second of the Thessalo- 
nians, that it is needless for me to caution you any further 
against it. He seems to have followed his author too 
close ; the most exceptionable part of the sermon being 
almost a verbal translation of Episcopius. 

Boohs to be read m the third year. 



PHILOSOPHICAL. 


CLASSICAL. 


RBLIGIOUS. 


Jan. 
Feb. 


BorncfsTheoryjwith 
KeiU's Remarks. 


Homeri DiaSy edit 
Qaike. 


Norris's Practical 
Disoonrses, Ist and 
2d parts. 


Mar. 

April 


WhiBton's Theory, 
with KeiU's Re- 
marls. 


Virgil's GeoraicB. 


Norris's Practical 
DiscourseB, 3d and 
4tii parts. 


May 

June 


Wells's Chronology. 
Beveridge's Chron. 


Sophocles. 


Claggef s Sermons, 
two vols. 


Joly 
Aug. 


Ethices Gompend. 
Puffendorf s Law of 
Natane, &c. 


Horace. 


Attertmry's (Lewis) 
Sermons, two vols. 


sept. 
Oct 


Paffendorf. 

Grotius de Jure Belli. 


Euripides, King's 
edit 


Atterbniy's (Franc) 
Sermons. 


Not. 
Dec. 


Paffendorf. 
Grotius. 


JnvenaL 
Persius. 


Stimngfleefs Ser- 
mons. 



* A second point 1 had in riew concerns tiie SaHMfaetum^ which is mo< 
destiy and }tididoudy examined by an ingenious Lady, in a very good book, 
entitled. The Religion of a Church of England Woman, p. 339, &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 ADVICE TO A VOUNG STUDENT: 

Remarks on thejirsi column^ 

The two Theorists, with* Keill upon them, may now be 
useful : there is a great deal of curious learning and phi- 
losophy in them, which a student may very much improve 
himself by. 

Chronology is a necessary part of learning, and ought 
to be well understood : the two authors here mentioned 
may serve at present ; if you would carry it further, get 
Strauchius, and join it with them. 

Some general view of ethics may be proper here, before 
you go further : besides the Ethic. Compend. Hutcheson 
and Fordyce are the latest and best systems you will meet 
with. PuflTendorf and Grotius are admirable books, and 
should be studied carefully : they are excellent foundation 
for casuistical divinity ; and to them may be added San- 
derson's Prelections. There is an abridgment of PuSendorf, 
done by himself, which may be usefully read after the 
larger, to help the memory : but I would not advise you to 
.l>egin with it, unless you are much straitened in time; 
for it is too short and full to give you a distinct know- 
ledge of the matters it treats of. 

Remarks on the second and third columns. 

I shall say littie of the classics here mentioned, being 
well known. I place Homer before Vir^, because the 
latter takes much from him. It might be proper to read 
Bossu of Epic Poetry, before you undertake them. Euri- 
pides perhaps need not be read at large, but only the se- 
lect plays in octavo. 

I need not say much of the Sermons in the third column. 
Norris is a fine writer for style and thought, and commonly 
just, except in what relates to his World of Ideas, where 
he sometimes trifles. You may see in the Appendix some 
other Sermons, besides these mentioned ; which, if you 
have time to spare, are very well worth reading and 
abrid^ng. 
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Books to be read in the fourth year. 



PHILOSOPHICAL. 


CLASSICAL. 


RELIGIOUS. 


Jan. 
Feb. 


Hutdieton's Meta- 
phyiics. 


Thncydides. 


Jenkins's Reason- 
ableness of Christi- 
anity. 


Mar. 
April 


Newton's Optics. 


ThucycKdes. 


Claike's Lectures. 
Grot, de Vent R. C. 


May 

June 




Uvy. 


Bennet of Pop. 
Abridg.L.C. 


July 
Aug. 




Uyy. 


Pearson on the Creed» 
witii King's CriU 
Hist 


S«pt 
Oct. 




IMogenes Laertins. 


Weston the Resurrec- 
tion. 


NOF. 

Dec. 




Cicero's Philosoph. 
Works. 


Burnet's Articles. 



Remarks on the Books for the fourth year. 

Metaphysics are chiefly useful for clear and distinct 
conceptions. Hutcheson will ffiwe a general view of their 
design^ and the parts belonging to them. The two follow- 
ing books in this column are placed last, as being more 
difficult to understand than any before mentioned, re- 
quiring much thought and close application to be a master 
of them. 

The like account is to be g^ven of the clas^isic authors in 
the next column. 

As to the books of divinity, in the last column ; see 
general directions for divinity towards the end. 

You may wonder all this time that I say nothing of 
Hebrew, which must be owned to be extremely necessary 
to a Divine. I am very sensible of it 5 but yet, unless you 
have learned something of it at school, (which if you have 
done, take care to carry it on with your other studies,) I 
say, unless this be the case, you may conveniently defer 
the learning of it till you have taken a degree; for then 

VOL. VI. Y 
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you may lay aside all other studies for a few months, till 
you make yourself master of it. And now if you design 
for orders presently, it will not be improper to apply your- 
self wholly to divinity fpr some time : wherefore I shall 
add an appendix^ yet further to direct you how to proceed 
in it after you are Bachelor. Or if you design not pre- 
sently for orders, you may proceed in philosophical and 
classical learning, and read as many as you can of the 
books following, or choose out such as are most agreeable 
and useful. The moral authors, Greek and Latm, I would 
especially recommend to your perusal. 



GREEK AUTHORS. 



Aristot. Rhetorica. 
Epictetus. 
Marcus Antoninus. 
Herodotus. 
Plutarch. 
Homeri Odyss. 



Aristophanes. 

Plato de Rebus DIt. 

Callimachus. 

Herodian. 

Longinus. 

Veteres Orator. Gr»c. 



LATIN AUTHORS. 



Plinii Epist. et Panegyr. 

Senecae Opera. 

Lucretius. 

Plautus. 

Q. Curtius. 

Suetonius. 

Tacitus. 

Aulus Gellius. * 



Lucanus. 

Florus. 

Martialis. 

Catullus, Tibullus, Propertius. 

Maniltus. 

Ovidii Epist. et Metamoq)b. 

Eutropius. 



PHILOSOPHICAL. 

Salmon's Geography. 11 Musschenbroek*s Philosoph. 

Newtoni Princip. I Baker on the Microscope. 

Saunderson's Algebra. Chambers's Dictionary. 

Smith's Optics. 11 Hale's Statics. 
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AN APPENDIX. 

Supposing now that you have in four years gained a 
competent skill in Greek and Latin authors, and in the 
arts and sciences^ and that you have l^d some foundation 
in English Divinity, from reading sermons } and that you 
have a general view of the controversies on foot from the 
books mentioned, and some insight into Church-history ; 
next (if not done already) learn Hebrew : tfien take in 
hand some good commentator, Grotius or Patrick, and 
read it through. You may take Josephus's History along 
with it, and Dupin's Canon of the Old Testament. From 
thence proceed to the New Testament, which also read 
carefully over with some commentator, Grotius, Ham- 
mond, or Whitby 5 the last I should prefer to be read 
through, and the others to be consulted on occasion. 
From thence go on to the Church-writers, taking them in 
order of time ; first seeing a character of their works in 
Dupin, or Cave, or Bull : and let Bingham's Ecclesiastical 
Antiquities be consulted, where he treats of such matters 
as you meet with, that have any difficulty in them. Thus 
go on till you come to the fourth century, at least, if your 
time, business, and other circumstances will permit. If not, 
you must be contented to take the easier and shorter way ; 
and study such books as may more immediately serve to 
furnish you as a preacher: which may be these that follow, 
besides those beforementioned. 

Ball's Latin Works, foi. Grab. edit. 

Nelson's Life of Bull, with his English Works, in 4 vols. 8vo. 

Nelson's Feasts and Fasts. 

Stanhope's Epistles and Gospels, 4 vols. 

Kettlewell's Measures of Obedience. 

■■ ' on the Sacrament. 

— — Pl-actica] Believer. 

Scot's Christian Life, 5 vols. 

Luca8*s Inquiry after Happiness, 2 volt. 

Hammond's Practical Catechism. 

Y % 
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Fleetwood's Relative Duties. 

Stillingfleet*s Origines Sacrs. 

Burnet's History of the Reformation* 

F. Paul's History of the Council of Trent. 

Clarendon's History. 

Cosin's Canon of Scripture. 

Stillingfleet's Cases^ 2 toIs. 

Norris's Humility and Prudence^ 2 Tok. 

■ Reason and Faith. 

Wilkins's Natural Religion. 

Dean Sherlock's Works. 

Potter's Church-Government. 

Ostervald's Causes of ComiptioD. 

Sherlock^ Bishop of London, on Prophecy, Trial of the Witp 

nesses, &c. 
West on the Resurrection. 
Observations on the Conversion of St. Paul. 
Wollaston's Religion of Nature. 
Conybeare's Defence of Revealed Religion. 
Butler's Analogy. 
Watts's Scripture History. 

Archdeacon St. George*« Examination for Holy Orders. 
Stackhouse's History of the Bible. 
Nichols's Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicans. 
Wake's Catechism. 
Clagget s Operations of the Spirit. 
Chillingworth. 
Cave's Primitive Christianity. 

8EHMON8. 

Lucas's 
Barrow's 

Hidiman's (2 vols.) 
Bragg's 
Beveridge's 
Fiddes's (3 vob.) 
Fothergill's 
Seed's (4 vols.) 



SERMONS. 

Butler's 
Waterland's 
Blair's (4 vols.) 
Abemethy's 
Bishop Sherlock's 
Balgny's (2 vols.) 
Dodwell's (2 vols.) 
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A 

RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND EDITION OF THE 

SERMONS OF THE REV. JAMES BLAIR, M.A. 



JL HE worthy author living (if he yet lives) at too great 
a distance to attend this edition, or to give it a new pre- 
face^ I was desired to take that small trouble upon me : 
which I do with the more pleasure, partly, out of a grate- 
ful respect to a person, by whose pious and learned la* 
bours I have been so agreeably instructed ; and partly, to 
excite others to give them the more serious and careful 
perusal. I should have been glad to have had it in my 
power to oblige the public with some account of the life 
and character of this good man ; who, while he has shined 
abroad, in a far distant land, has been but a little known 
here ; except it be by these his printed works, which ap- 
pear to be a fair and full portraiture of his mind. As to 
the rest, all that I can at present learn will lie within a 
very small compass. He was bom and bred in Scotland ; 
and was ordained and beneficed in the episcopal Church 
there : but meeting with some discouragements, under an 
unsettled state of afBurs, and having a prospect of dis- 
charging his ministerial functions more usefully elsewhere, 
he quitted his preferments there, and came over into 
England, some time in the latter end of King Charles the 
Second's reign. It was not long before he was taken 
notice of by the then Bishop of London, (Dr. Compton,) 
who prevailed with him to go as missionary (about the 

Y4 
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year 1685) into Virginia : where by his regular conver- 
sation, exemplary conduct, and unwearied labours in the 
work of the ministry, he did good service to religion, and 
gained to himself a good report amongst all : so that the 
same Bishop Compton, being well apprised of his true 
and great worth, made choice of him, about the year 
1689, as his Commissary for Virginia; a very weighty 
and creditable post, the highest office in the Church 
there : which, however, did not take him off from his 
pastoral care, but only rendered him the more shining 
example of it to all the other Clergy within that co- 
lony. 

While his thoughts were wholly intent upon doing 
good in his office, he observed with true concern, that 
the wani of schools and proper seminaries for religion and 
learning, was such a damp upon all great attempts for 
the propagation of the Gospel, that little could be hoped 
for, without first removing that obstacle. Therefore he 
formed a vast design of erecting and endowing a college 
in Virginia, at Williamsburg, the capital of that country, 
for professors and students in academical learning. In 
order thereto, he had himself set on foot a voluntary 
subscription, amounting to a great sum : and not content 
with that, he came over into England, in the year 1693, 
to solicit the affair at Court. The good Queen (Queen 
Mary) was so well pleased with the noble design, that 
she espoused it with a particular zeal ; and King William 
also, as soon as he became acquainted with its use and 
excellency, very readily concurred with the Queen in it. 
Accordingly, a patent passed for the erecting and endow- 
ing a college, called from the founders the William and 
Mary College: and Mr. Blair, who had had the prin- 
cipal hand in laying, and soliciting, and concerting the 
design, was appointed Presidenl of the College*. Our 



• Sec some account of this matter in Bishop Burnet* s History of his 
own Time, vol. ii. p. 119. and in Dr. Hampbreya's Historical Aceoont 
of the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, p. 9, 10, U. 
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author, it seems, has now been a Minister of the Gospel 
fifty-eight years, or thereabouts ; a Missionary fifty-four 
years ; Commissairy fifty years ; and President of the Col- 
lege about forty-six: a faithful labourer in God's vine- 
yard firom first to last; an ornament to his profession and 
his several offices^ and now in a good old age, hourly 
waiting for (if not before this gone to enjoy) the high 
prize of his callinj;. 

As to the Discourses here foUowing, they had the 
advantage of being composed at a mature age, after a 
course of serious studies, after much experience in the 
work of the ministry, after wide and large observations 
made upon men and things ; and, in short, after an im- 
proved experimental knowledge giuned in the school of 
Christ. They haid their^r;^ impression in the year 1722 ; 
drawn into public light by the repeated importunities of 
several worthy Prelates, and other Clergy of our Church, 
(who had perused a few of them in manuscript,) and by 
the particular encouragement of the then Metropolitan, 
Archbishop Wake, and of Dr. Robinson, then Bishop of 
' London, to whom the Sermons were dedicated. When 
that impression was gone ofl^ and copies were become 
very scarce, the executors of the late Rev. Dr. Bray (to 
whom the author had previously transferred his copy- 
right) thought of a new impression, and communicated 
their design to the worthy author : who accordingly, in 
the year 173a, revised the work^ corrected the errata of 
the press, added indexes of texts and matters, and pre- 
pared a new dedication, addressed to the Right Reverend 
Father in God Edmdnd, Lord Bishop of London. How 
the edition then intended came to be retarded till this 
time, I know not ; neither is it of moment to inquire : 
it is well that now at last the public once more enjoys 
this valuable treasure of sound Divinity, of practical ChAs- 
tianity. But when I say practical, let no one be so weak 
as to take that for a diminutive expression; which is in- 
deed the highest and brightest commendation that a work 
can have ; whether we look at the intrinsic use and value 
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of it, or at the real difficuliies of performihg it to a d^pree 
of exactness, or at the talents requisite for it. A man 
bred up in the schools, or conversant only with books, 
may be able to write sysiemsy or to discuss points, in a 
clear and accurate manner : but that and more is required 
in an able guide, a complete practical Divine, who un- 
dertakes to bring down the most important truths to the 
level of a popular audience; to adapt them properly to 
times, persons, and ctrcrnn^/ancei;. to guard them against 
latent prejudices and secret subterfuges; and lastly, to 
enforce them with a becoming earnestness, and with all 
the prudent ways of insinuation and address* A person 
must have some knowledge of men, besides that of books, 
to succeed well here ; and must have a kind of practical 
sagacity (which nothing but the grace of Grod, joined 
with recollection and wise observation can bring) to be 
able to represent Christian truths to the life, or to any 
considerable degree of advantage. 

As to the subject here made choice of, it is the highest 
and the noblest that could be, viz. our Lord's Divine 
Sermon on the Mount : and as it is here explained with 
good judgment, so it appears likewise to be pressed with 
due force; in a clear and easy, but yet masculine style, 
equally fitted to the capacities of common Christians, and 
to the improved understandings of the knowing and ju- 
dicious. One peculiar commendation must, I believe, be 
allowed to our author, that he happily hit upon a new 
key (which Divines before him had not thought on) 
for the fuller opening the occasion, the views, the re- 
tired meaning and connection of our Lord's Divine Ser- 
mon. Not that the thought, with respect to the Jewish 
expectations of a temporal kingdom was at all new; but 
the application of it to this case, and the use made of 
it for the unravelling some of the darker parts of our 
Lord's discourse, and the clearing their coherence; that 
was new, and appears to be of excellent service : parti- 
cularly in the eight beatitudes, (for the setting every one 
of them upon a distinct foot, and not running several of 
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them, too confusedly, one into another,) as also in se- 
veral other texts. 

But to return; our author has, in my opinion, very 
aptly joined the commenttttor, preachery and casuist all in 
one : and I cannot but approve the example he has him- 
self ^ven, and the model which he has so handsomely 
recommended to others, ^ for the composition of sermons. 
It is extremely proper that the text and the sermon should 
not appear as strangers to each other, but rather as near 
kindred, discovering the samo features ; that so the dis- 
course itself may almost point out to discerning judges 
from what place of Scripture it derived its birth. This is 
certainly right in the general ; but is yet so to be under- 
stood as to leave room for excepted cases, where excur- 
sions may be needful on account oi some special occa- 
sion, season, circumstances, &c. and where any decent 
handle for a neat transition may prudently and properly 
be taken. But I cannot say any thing better, or so well 
upon this head, as the author himself has done in the 
Dedication and Preface before referred to, and therefore I 
dismiss it, and proceed. 

One particular I cannot forbear to take notice of, (whicli 
an attentive reader may often observe in the course of 
these Sermons,) how happy a talent the author had in 
deciding points of great moment in a very few and plain 
words, but the result of deep consideration, and discover- 
ing a great compass of thought. I shall single out a 
few instances only, from among many, for a taste to the 
reader. 

Of the Value of good Works. 

*^ I am apprehensive, that by our unwary confutation 
" of the Popish errors concerning merit and supereroga- 
'* tioUy we have too much depreciated good works them- 
'^ selves ; whereas it is most certain they ought to be 
'* highly had in estimation ; not only as the genuine signs 

^ In his Dedication to Biahop Robinson^ and bis Pneface. 
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*^ and fruits of a lively faith, but as necessary conditions 
'^ of salvation ; and not only of salvation, but of our 
*^ growth in graccy and of our advancement to higher de- 
*^ grees of glory ^" Here, very briefly and justly, is 
pointed out a dangerous extreme, with the rise and oc- 
casion of it, and the proper cure for it, or correction 
of it. 

For the justifying the term conditions, the reader, who 
has any scruple, may consult Bishop Bull in his Har- 
monia &c. and Bishop Stillingfleet in his Answers to 
Mr. Lobb. Our author says that and more, improving 
and enforcing the same thought with two vQry pertinent 
and weighty considerations. 

IVhat makes a good Work. 

« To make any work a good work, it must be i. Law- 
*^ful in itself. 2. Suitable to our station and circum^ 
'' stances in the world. 5. Designed for promodng some- 
*' thing that is good for the service of God, for the good 
*^ of our neighbour, or the salvation of our own souls. 
*' 4. Something within the reach of our own talents and 
<* abilities. If it wants any of these conditions, it cannot 
** be one of those good works meant in my text<*.^* He 
goes on to explain the several particulars at large, in a 
very clear and just manner. A good w,ork might have been 
more briefly defined: but it could not have been more 
wisely, or more distinctly guarded agsunst every evasion 
and illusion of self -flattery ; whereby many are persuaded 
that they are doing good works, while they are really do- 
ing works of darkness. 

Of false Prophets. 

'^ I cannot believe that they are all wicked men in their 
** liearts and lives, who are infected with any heretical, 
<' dangerous doctrine. It is probable the sheep's clothing 
" may extend farther than the bare hypocritical outward 

« Vol. i. Scrm. xxi p. 374. * Vol. i. Senii. xixi. p. 506. 
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** show, even to the good habits of the mindf and a regie- 
** lar course of life : by which they are much better fiir- 
*^ nished and qualified to give a credit to their false doc- 

*^ trines But now here seems to be prescribed a 

*' plain, easy way of discerning false teachers from true, 
^^ and a way which lies level to the meanest capacity. It 
'' is only by observing ihit fruits and consequences of every 
^^ doctrine, what it is apt to produce where it is tho- 
<« roughly sucked in and believed, and then judging how 
<< far these fruits resemble the doctrine and spirit of Chris- 
"tianityd." 

Of Enthusiasm. 

" The Spirit of God having given us a clear rule to 
'* walk by, (namely, the rule of the holy Scriptures,) 
^* whatsoever preacher shall deliver any doctrine, £ther 
** in the general disparaging the holy Scriptures and pre- 
'* ferring enthusiasm^ or in particular setting up the private 
*^ spirit to assert any thing contrary thereto ; it requires 
^' no great depth of learning to observe, that such doc- 
'^ trine strikes at the root of all revealed religion, and opens 
<^ a door for the destruction of it^." Here the secret 
views or remote tendency of all enthusiasm is briefly laid 
open. Enthusiasm, in the bad sense, appears to be a 
subtle device of Satan upon ill meaning or unmeaning 
instruments, (making use of their ambition, self-admira^ 
tion, or other weakness,) to draw them by some plausible 
suggestions into a vain conceit that they have something 
within them either of equal authority with Scripture, or 
superior to its. And when once they have thus got 

• Vol. iv. p. 249, 274. ' Vol. iy. p. 274. 

• Hi^ will not perhaps direcUy my tliat tiieir privaU ^pirii is of au- 
tbcffity wferior to that of Scripture : but they often make it lo in effect, 
more ways than one: 1. By making the Scriptore submit to he judged of 
by the private spirit, and not the private spirit by the Scripture. 2. By 
making the guidance of the private spirit to mpertede even the readmit 
or the tw« of the Scripture, after a time, when supposed perfect enough not 
to need any longer the help of the written word. 3. By setting up a pretence 
of in/aUibiUty in a man*s private breast, warrantiug him to substitute his own 
itUerpretatwns in the room of tlie Divine laws. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



334 PREFACE TO 

loose from that Ditnne restraint, under a pretence of Dt- 
vine impulses, then there is nothing so wild or extravagant, 
that those free rangers, following their own new Ughts, 
are not capable of. 

I shall conclade this Preface with recommending a few 
seasonable reflections to the consideration of serious and 
conscientious Christians amongst us. 

X. One is, how particularly happy they may think 
themselves, in their having three several sets of excellent 
Discourses ^ on our Lord's Divine Sermon in their own 
language, (such perhaps as are not to be met with in any 
other,) and in their constantly living under the care and 
direction of faithful guides, judicious and welUsiudied Di- 
vines : for those, at last, are, under God, in the use of his 
word, the safest counsellors they can have to confide in. 
Let those who boast of Divine impulses, or immediate 
inspirations, bring together all the choice things they can 
meet with, that have been invented and uttered by those 
of their way for seventeen centuries, and see whether they 
are at all fit to be compared or named with the weighty 
and solid compositions of the judicious and well-read Di- 
vines, early and late : who yet have pretended to no more 
than the ordinary assistances of the Holy Spirit, in the use 
of God's written word, and of other outward means of 
Divine providential appointment, without any direct, tm- 
mediate inspiration at fdl. What then has the good Spirit 
been doing for his supposed favourites all the time ? Or 
rather, what has not some evU spirit been doing through 
a long tract of centuries, in seducing many to father Sa- 
tan*s suggestions, or their own weak fancies, upon the 
blessed Spirit of God ? 

a. It may be of use to every serious Christian, vnady 
to consider how many different kinds of instruments the 
Tempter commonly makes use of to corrupt iheix faith, or 
to debauch their morals* They are reducible to three 



h Besides Mr. BUir*s, there is also Bishop filackbaU's and Mr. Gar- 
diner's. 
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kinds. 1. Open enemies to God and religion, a. Dts- 
guised enemies, hypocrites under a feigned covert of 
friends. 3. Well-meaning, but injudicious, indiscreet 
friends; friends in heart, but rashly and undesignedly 
doing the work of enemies. All these must be carefully 
guarded against, in their turns, as occasions happen, by as 
many as love not to be deceived, or really love their oum 
sotds. For if any man suffers himself to be deluded, or 
led aside, when he may avoid it; it signifies little whether 
it was by the rude attacks of one, or by the smooth hypo- 
crisy and treachery of another, or by the weakness or mad- 
ness of a third. The fault is, to be misled at all, so far as 
may be prevented : and the rule of Scripture is, to stand 
firm and stediast in true doctrine and holy life, against all 
seducers, of what kind soever, and never to be misled by 
any. But what I have here briefly hinted is pursued at 
large, and to much greater advantage, in the following 
Discourses, from which I shall no longer detam the 
reader. 

DANIEL WATERLAND. 

WlNIMOR, 

Dec. 24, 1739. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



1 HE substance of the following Discourse was at 
first drawn up in the form of Two Sermons, which 
were delivered at Twickenham first, and next at 
Windsor. Having been severally pressed by some 
of both audiences (whgse judgments I ought to va- 
lue) to let the Two Sermons appear, I fell to tran- 
scribing, digesting, and enlarging them, till they 
turned out such as is here seen. And I thought 
it not improper to superadd, at the bottom of the 
pages, a convenient number of authorities, or ex- 
planatory notes, for the use of such learned readers 
as may be disposed to examine things with care, 
or may be inquisitive to know from whence many 
of the thoughts were taken, or on what foundation 
they stand. This is all that I conceived necessary 
to advertise the Reader. 
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Titus iii. 4, 5, 6. 

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have doncy but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration^ and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost ; which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

OT. PAUL ill these words has briefly taught us God's 
method of saving both Jew and Gentile, under the Chris- 
tian dispensation. He did it, and does it, of free grace, 
and according to the riches of his pure mercy ; not for or 
by any righteousness which we have done or do by our 
own unassisted abilities % but by the ^^ washing (or laver) of 
" regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost:" that is 
to say, by the sacrament of Christian Baptism, considered 
in both its parts, the outward visible sign, which is water, 
and the inward things signified and exhibited, viz. a death 
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, therein 
wrought by the Holy Spirit of God. I interpret the text 
of Water-baptism, as the ancients constantly did^, and as 

■ Si quaeras cujuBmodi opera a justificatione et salute iezdudat ApoatolnSy 
clare bic respondet ipse : §i Wtn^mfAtw nf/uist proaomine i^ftut emphatice addi- 
to : quB fecimos ipsi, h. e. ex proprii* viribus. Deinde optribut hujusmodi, 
ex iDgenio humano profectis, oppooit gratiam illam Dei, ex mera nia miae- 
ricordia in noa per Cbristum largitcr effiisaro, qua regeneramur ac retuwa^ 
muTf qiiaque sola operibus vere bonis idonei reddimur. Quodqne prioriiuM 
ademerat, his concedit operibos : h. e. per haec, non per ilia, nos servmtos 
affirmat. Cum enim dicit Paulus, serrari nos hm ^tmjuuftt^mt wnuftmr»f 
myUy, intelligit omnes lUas virtutes ac bona opera qiis a oorde per Spiritum 
Sanctum renovato fluunt Butt. Harmon. Jpost, dissert ii. c. 12. p. 485 • 
edit Lond. 1721. 

^ BapHsma enim esse in quo homo vetus moritur et novns nasdtnr, ma^ 
nifestat et probat beatns Apostolus dicens : ScrtfarU nos per lavacrum regt- 

Z3 
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the rules of true criticism require. For though some mo- 
dems have endeavoured to explain away the outward part, 
resolving all into the inward part or thing signified^ name- 
ly> the grace of the Spirit; yet with how little reason or 
success they have attempted it is well known to the 
more judicious^ who have abundantly vindicated the an- 
cient construction <^. The latter part of the text is nearly 
parallel to those words of our Lord ; '^ Except a man be 
^' born of water and of the-Spirit^ he cannot enter into the 
^^ kingdom of heaven^." And the general doctrine both 
of our Lord and St. Paul in those texts is, that water ap- 
plied outwardly to the body, together with the grace of 
the Spirit applied inwardly to the soul, regenerate the 
man ^ : or, in other words, the Holy Spirit, in and by the 
use of Water-baptism, causes the new birth. But it is 
observable, that while our Lord's words make mention 
only of the new hirthj that is, of regeneration, the Apostle 
here in the text distinctly speaks both of a regeneration 
and a renovation, as two things, and both of them wrought 
ordinarily in one and the same Baptism, here called the 
laver of regeneration, and of renewing. Indeed the words 
of the original may be rendered, by the laver of regenera- 
tion, and by the renewing; and so some have translated 



ngratunds. Si autem in laracro, id est, in baptismo, est regeneratio, quo- 
modo generare filios Deo haeresis per Christum potest, &c. C^prvm, ep. 
haiv. p. 140. edit Benedict, item epist i. p. 2. Conf. Origen. in Matt. p. 
391. ed. Haet Theophil. ad Autol. lib. ii. c. 25. p. 153. Chiyaostom. ad U- 
lomin. Catech. 1. torn. ii. p. 228. ed. Bened. 

* See Whitby on the text. Wolfius, Cur. Crit. in loc. 

* John iii. 5. That this text also was anciently understood of WtUer-beq^- 
titm^ and oo^t to be so, has been abundantly proved by the best learned 
modems, viz. Hooker, vol. ii. book v. numb. 59. p. 243. Ox. ed. Maldonate 
in loc. Ldgbtfoot, tom. i. p. 571> &c. Wall, Infant Baptism, part i. p. 6, 22. 
partii. p.l65. Defence, p. 11,24,153, 237. Wolfius, Cur. Crit in knr. vol. i. 
p. 811, &c. Beveridge*s Sermons, vol. iii. serm. xi. p. 319, &c. 

* Aqua igitur exhibens forinsecus sacramenttan gratiae, et Sphihu ope- 
rans intrinsecus bcn^ficium gratiae, solvens vinculum culps, reconcilians bo- 
nnm naturae, regenerant honunem in uno ChrUto, ex uno Jfdamo genera- 
tom. Jugtutm. Epist, ad Bonifac. xcviii. p. 264. edit Bened. ConC Ori- 
ge|i. in Johann. p. 124, 125. ed. Huet 
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or interpreted tbem ^ But the common rendering appears 
to be preferable^ as best warranted by the reading, and by 
the ancient versions^ and by the general doctrine of the 
New Testament in relation to Baptism, as ordinarily car- 
rying with it, in adults at least fitly prepared, both a rege- 
neration and a renovation : which though distinct in name 
and notion, (as appears from this text, and from several 
other texts of the New Testament, to be hereafter men- 
tioned,) are yet nearly allied in end and use ; are of one 
and the same originaJ, often go together, and are per- 
fective of each other. In discoursing farther, my de- 
sign is, 

I. To explain the name and notion of regeneration, 
showing what it is, and what it contains ; as also what 
concern it has with Christian Baptism, called the laver, 
or fountain of it. 

IL To consider what the renewing mentioned in the 
text means, and how it differs from or agrees with rege- 
neration; and what connection both have either with Bap- 
iism here, or with salvation hereafter. 
. III. To draw some proper inferences from the whole, 
for preventing mistakes in these high matters, and for our 
better improvement in Christian knowledge and prac- 
tice. 

I. 

First, I propose to treat of regeneration, showing what 
it means, and what it contains, and what relation it bears 
to Christian Baptism, called the laver^ or fountain of it. 
Regeneration, passively considered, is but another word 
for the new birth of a Christian : and that new birth, in 
the general, means a spiritual change wrought upon any 
person, by the Holy Spirit, in the use of Baptism; where- 
by he is translated from his natural state in Adam, to a 
spiritual state in Christ. The name, or the notion, pro- 

' P^ lAFacram regenerationis, et renovatioDem Spiritos SaDcti. So Je- 
rome, in hifl Comment on tbe place, torn. W, p. 435. edit Bened. Ab i£ h» 
were understood before awtuumnms. And &o some of the critics, in Poole's 
Synopsis. 

Z4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



344 REGENERATION STATED 

bably, was not altogether new in our Lord's time: for 
the Jews had been used to admit converts from heathen- 
ism into the Jewish Churchy by a baptism of their own; 
and they called the admission or reception of such con- 
verts by the name oi regeneration^ or new birth; as it was 
somewhat like the bringing them into a new world. Such 
proselytes were considered as dead to their former state of 
darkness, and bom anew to light, liberty, and privileges, 
among the children of Israel, and within the Church of 
God. The figure was easy, natural, and affecting; and 
therefore our Lord was pleased, in his conference with 
Nicodemus, to adopt the same kind of language, apply- 
ing it to the case of admitting converts both from Ju- 
daism and Paganism into Christianity ; transferring and 
sanctifying the rite, the figure, and the name to higher 
and holier, but still similar purposes. Such is the ac- 
count given of this matter by many learned and judicious 
writers s. It appears extremely probable, from the au- 
thorities commonly cited for it ; and it is particularly fa- 
voured by those words of our Lord to Nicodemus, ex- 
pressing some kind of marvel at his slowness of appre- 
hension ; ^' Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
" these things^?" Some doubts have been raised on this 
head, and some very learned persons have expressed their 
diffidence about it : but, all things considered, there does 
not appear to be sufficient reason to make question of it K 

t Selden, de Jur. Nat. et Gent. lib. ii. c. 2, 3, 4. Elderfield of Regenera- 
tion, Hebrew and Christian. Wall, Infant Baptism, introduct p. 95, &c. 
Defence, p. 22, 26, 35, 211, 318. Wotton, Miscellan. Disc. vol. i. p. 103, 
&c. Vitringa, Obserr. Sacr. lib. ii. c. 6. p. 322. Others referred to in Fabri- 
cias, Bibl. Antiq. p. 386. Archbishop Sharpe, vol. ui. senn. xiii. p. 280. Dey- 
lingius, Obserr. Sacr. part iii. dissert 34. p. 323, 324. Wesselins, dissert 
XV. de Bapt Proselytoruni, p. 444, &c. 

^ John iii. 10. 

* The very learned Wolfius several times speaks doubtfally of it, Car. Cri- 
tic. vol. i. p. 53. 815. vol. ii. p. 445. But it will be proper to compare Wea- 
selius, who has appeared since, and who has professedly treated this arga- 
ment, and done it in a very accurate way, recapitulating all that had bees 
urged on both sides tiie question, and at length dedding in favour of what I 
liave mentioned. The title of the book is, Johannis Wesselii Dissertationes 
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So much for the name and notion of regeneration, and the 
original of it, together with the occasion of our Lord's 
applying it to this case. Indeed, he improved the notion, 
by the addition of the Spirit : and he enlarged the use of 
the rite, by ordering that every one, every convert to Chris- 
tianity, every candidate for heaven, should be baptized ^. 
Every one must be bom 0/ water and the Spirit : not once 
bom of water, and once of the Spirit, so as to make two 
new births i, or to be regenerated again and again, but to 
be once new born of both, once born of the Spirit, in or 
by water; while the Spirit primarily or effectively, and 
the water secondarily or instrumentally, concurs to one 
and the same birth, ordinarily the result of both^, in vir- 
tue of the Divine appointment. 

Hence it was, that the ancient Doctors of the Church, 
in explaining this article, were wont to consider the Spirit 
and the water under the lively emblem of a conjugal 
union, as the two parents ; and the new-born Christian as 
the offspring of both ». The Holy Spirit was understood 

Academicse, ad selecta qaaedam loca V. et N. Testament!. Lagd. Batavoram. 
A. a 1734. 

^ '* What alteratioDB were intended to be made by our Lord, he himself 
" declared : he told Nicodemns, tiiat except a tnan (r)/, i. e. every one, 
** without distinction oftexes) be bom agftin, he cannot enter into the hmg" 
*' dom of God, Ke there shows that Baptism was instituted for aU mon- 
<< hind^ in opposition to their doctrine who taught that children otproeelyteg^ 
<' bom after prosefytism, needed not to be baptized.*' ff^otton, MitceU, Disc. 
▼ol. i. p. HI. 
1 Vid. Marckii Dissertat Syllog. ad N. Test dissert xzi. p. 355, 356. 
" Neque enim Spiritus sine aqua operari potest, neque aqua sine Spiritu : 
OmciU Caathag, apud Cyprian, p. 330. edit Bened. conf. p. 148, 149, 260. 
Cyrill. Catech. iii. p.41. 

Nos pisciculi, secundum 'l;^Svf nostrum, Jesum Christum, tn aqua naad- 
muTy nee aliter quam in aqua permanendo salvi sumus. TerttMian, de Bapt* 
c. i. p. 224. Conf. Ger. Voss. Opp. tom. vi, p. 269. 

■ See my Christian Sacrifice explained. Appendix, vol. viii. p. 188, 189. 
and Sacramental Part of the; Eucharist explained, vol. viii. p. 229. And to the 
authorities there referred to may be added llieodoms Mopsuestenus, Apolli- 
narius, and Ammonius, cited in Conderius's Greek Catena on John iii. 5. 
p. 89. 

Some considered the Chttrch and the Spirit as the two parents, as St Au- 
stin often does, and Leo the First, and others : but still the notion was much 
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to impregnaiej as it were, the waters of the font, (like as 
he once overshadowed the blessed Virgin,) in order to 
make them conceive and bring forth that holy thing form- 
ed after Christ; namely, the neu/ man. Whatever apt- 
ness or justness there may or may not be in the simili- 
tude, {for Jigures of speech ought not to be strained to a 
rigorous exactness,) yet one thing is certain, that the an- 
cients took in Baptism to their notion of regeneration. A 
learned writer has well proved at large, beyond all rea- 
sonable contradiction, that both the Greek and Latin Fa- 
thers, not only used that word for Baptism^ but so appro^ 
priated it also to Baptism, as to exclude any other conver- 
sion, or repentance, not considered with Baptism, from 
being signified by that name<>; so that according to the 
ancients, regeneration, or new birth, was either Baptism 
itself, (including both sign and thing,) or a change of 
man's spiritual state considered as wrought by the Spirit 
in or through Baptism. This new birth, this regeneration, 
could be but once in a Christian's whole life, as Baptism 
could be but once : and as there could be no second bap- 
tism, so there could be no second new birth. Regenera- 
tion, with respect to the regenerating agent, means the 
first admission, and with respect to the recipient, it means 
the Jirst entrance into the spiritual or Christian life : and 
there cannot be two Jirst entrances, or two admissions, 
any more than two spiritual lives, or two Baptisms. The 
analogy which this new spiritual life bears to the natural, 
demonstrates the same thing P. There are, in all, three 



tbe same, because the Church was supposed to be a parent only in and by 
the use of ffkter-bapHsm. 

• Wall, Infant Baptism, part i. xcy. 22, 25, 28, 29, 30. Defence, p. 
12, 34, 41, 277, 318, 323, 327, 329, 333, 343. Append, p. 4, 6. Gomp. 
Archbishop Sharpe, foI. iii. serm. ziii. p. 280, &c Snicer. Thcsaur. torn. i. 
p. 243, 396, 639, 1352. torn. ii. p. 278, 549, 554. Cangius, Glossar. Grec. 
p. 1084. Bingham, xi. 1, 3. p. 462. 

p Cam ergo sint du« nativitates una est de terra, aUa de ccelo ; una 

est de came, alia de spiritu ; una est de mortalitate, alia de aetemitate ; una 
est de masculo et foemina, alia de Deo et Ecclesia. Sed ipse dn» singuta 
sunt ; nee ilia potest repeti, nee ilia.*— »^am natus sum de Adam, non me 
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several Iwes belonging to every good Christian^ and tkree 
births of course, thereto corresponding 9. Once he is bom 
into the natural life, bom of Adam ; once he is bom into 
the spiritual life, bora of water and the Spirit ; and oTice 
also into a life of glory^ bom of the resurrection at the 
last day. I mention that tldrd birth, into a life above, 
because that birth also seems to have the name of rege^ 
neratiouy in the New Testament '. But my present con- 
cem is only with the regeneration proper to this life, 
which comes but once^ and admits not of a secofid, during 
this mortal state". This regeneration, in the active sense, 
is what St. Peter speaks of, where he says, ^* God hath 
'* begotten us again unto a lively hopeC And after- 
wards, in the same chapter, but in the passive sense, 
" Being bom again, not of corruptible seed, but incor- 
" ruptible, by the word of God ^ :'* that is, by the words 
used in the form of Baptism; or else by the word preach^ 
edj conducting men to faith and Baptism. These texts 
relating to the new birth, speak of it as a transient thing, 
once performed, and retaining its virtue during the whole 
spiritual life. But when the phrase of bom of God is 
found to denote a permanent staled, it is to be understood 
of a person who has been born of God, and abides en- 



potest t/«nfm generare Adam : jam natus sum de Chrisio, non me potest 
ilerum gcverare Cbristiis. Qoomodo uteras non potest repeti, sic nee Bap- 
tismus. Jugtutin, in Johan, tract, zi. p. 378. torn. iii. par. 2. ediL Bened. 
Conf. Ptosper. Scntent 331. p. 246. apud Anguslin.lom. x. in Append. Aqui- 
nas Somm. par. iii. qu. 66. art 9. p. 150. 

« Vid. Gregor. Nazianz. Orat xL p. 637. Origen. in Matt. Oral iz. fol. 
23. Lat. ed. p. 391. ed. Huet Aagnstio. oontr. Julian, lib. li. p. 540, 541. 

' Matt xix. 28. See Commentators, and Bishop Pearson on the Croedy 
art i. p. 28. and particularly Olearius in Af att p. 540. 

> Ob* W0ns ^tori^s avetytffwu^, «v3i afetvkeiatus, ». r. X. Ndziam. Orat. 
xl. p. 641. Conf..Nicet. Serron. G>mment. p. 1046. Seme! peroeptam parvn- 
1ns gratiam non amittit nisi propria impietate, si statis accessu tarn malus 
eraserit Tunc enim etiam piopria incipiet habere peccata; quae non rege- 
neratione auferantur, sed aUa curatione sanentur. Jugnstin* ad Bonifac. 
tom. it. ep. 98. p. 264. ed. Bened. Conf. Damascen ad Hebr. vi. 6. Opp. 
torn. ii. p. 237. ed. sequ. 

« 1 Peter i. 3. " 1 Peter i. 23. « 1 John iii. 9. ir. 7. ▼. 1, 4, 18. 
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tirely in that sonship, that spiritual and salutary state 
which he was once bom into : so the phrase^ barn of a 
woman, is often used as equivalent to son of a woman, 
by a figure of speech y, and is easily understood. Rege- 
neraiionf on the part of the GranioTj God Almighty, 
means admission or adoption '^ into sonship, or spiritual 
citizenship : and on the part of the grantee, viz. man, it 
means his birth, or entrance into that state of sonship, or 
citizenship. It is God that adopts, or regenerates, like as 
it is God thdit justifies K Man does not adopt, regenerate, 
or justify himself, whatever hand he may otherwise have 
(but still under grace) in preparing or qualifying himself 
for it. God makes the grant, and it is entirely his act : 
man receives only, and is acted upon ; though sometimes 
active in qualifying himself, as in the case of adults, and 
sometimes entirely passive f as in the case of infants. The 
thing granted and received is a change from the state na- 
tural into the state spiritual ', a translation from the curse 
of Adam into the grace of Christ. This change, transla- 
tion, or adoption, carries in it many Christian blessings 
and privileges, but all reducible to two, viz. remission of 
sins, (absolute or conditional,) and a covenant claim, for the 
time being, to eternal happiness. Those blessings may all 
be forfeited, or finally lost, if a person revolts from God, 
either for a time or for ever ; and then such person is no 
longer in a regenerate state, or a state of sonship, with re- 
spect to any saving effects : but still God's original grant 
of adoption or sonsliip in Baptism stands in fiill force, to 
take place as often as any such revolter shall return, and 
not otherwise : and if he desires to be as before, he will 
not want to be regenerated again, but renewed, or reform- 
ed. Regeneration complete stands in two things, which 
are, as it were, its two integral parts, the grant made over 

7 Job xi7. 1. XV. 14. zxv. 4. Matth. xi. 11. Luke vii. 28. 

z Rom. Tiii. 15. Gal. iv. 5. Ephes. i. 5. John i. 12. Note, that oar adoptive 
■onahip is opposed to our Lord's natural Sonship, the foundation of our 
adoptUm. 

• Vid. Ball's Harmon. Apost par. ii. c. 2. p. 418. 
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to the person, and the reception of that grant. The grant 
once made continues always the same : but the reception 
may vart/j because it depends upon the condition of the 
recipient *>. 

11. 
Having said what I conceived sufficient upon the first 
article, respecting regeneration^ I now proceed to the se- 
cond, which is renovation; and which I understand of a 
renewal of hearty or mind. Indeed, regeneration is itself a 
kind oi renewal; but then it is of the spiritual state, con- 
sidered at large ; whereas renovation, the other article in 
the text, seems to mean a more particular kind of r^- 
newal, namely, of the inward frame, or disposition of 
the man : which is rather a capacity, or qualification, (in 
adults,) for salutary regeneration, than the regeneration 
itself. Regeneration may be granted and received (as in 
infants) where that renovation has no place at all, for the 
time being : and therefore, most certainly, the notions are 
very distinct. But of this I may say more hereafter in a 
proper place. It may here be further noted, that renova- 
tion may be, and should be, with respect to adults, be- 
fore, and in, and after Baptism. Preventing grace must 
go before, to work in the mein faith and repentance, which 
are qualifications previous to Baptism, and necessary to 
render it salutary. Those first addresses, or influential 
visits, of the Holy Spirit, turning and preparing the heart 
of man, are the preparative renewjngs, the first and lowest 
degrees of renovation^. Afterwards, in Baptism, the same 
Spirit fixes, as it were, his dwellings or residential abode, 
renewing the heart in greater measure ^ : and if his mo- 

^ *' As many as received him, to them gare he power to become the sons 
** of God." John i. 12. Rom. riii. U, 15. 

< Spiramen est raodics yirtutis aliqna gratia, in andienda lege Dei mal- 
torum primum : SpirUut antem, perfiectionis est plenitudo, ^nramen itpque 
datur ab infantia et catechumenit : Spiritus autem in incremento doetrhup 
Jldeique, et salataris Baptitmi plena Dei gratia, nt intelligere, et ad majo- 
rem jam possit sdentiam pervenire. PkUatir» ctmtr. Har, n. 147. p. 329. 
ed. Fabric. 

^ SpirUtu ubi vuU npirat ; sed quod fatendum est, aliter adjavat nondttm 
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tions are still more and more complied with after bap- 
tismal regeneration^ the renewing grows and improves 
through the whole course of the spiritual life*. There- 
fore, though we find no Scripture exhortations made to 
Christians (for Nicodemus was a Jew) to become regene- 
rated^ yet we meet with several exhortations to them to 
be again and again renewed. For example; ^' Be ye trans- 
" formed by the renewing of your mind ^5*' " Be renewed 
" in the spirit of your minds." The ** inward man" is said 
to be ** renewed day by day^." And when Christians 
have once fallen off, the restoring them again is not called 
regenerating them, but '^ renewing them again unto re- 
** pentance*." Of this renovation of the heart, we may 
best understand the phrase of *' patting on the new man V' 
amounting to much the same with '^ having on the breast- 
" plate of righteousness' ;" and '* putting on the armour 
" of light "^," and " putdng on bowels of mercies," with 
other Christian virtues or graces °. • Of the same import 

inhabiiant, aliter tnhabUans : nam Dondum inhabitaas aflQuTat ut wmifitU' 
Uty inhabitaoB ^Sivcr^XjamfideUM, Jugwtin ad Xytt. ep. 194. p. 720. 

In quibusdam tanta est groHa fidei quanta non snffidt ad obtinendnm 
regnnm cceloram : sicut in catechumenis, sicut in ipso Cornelio anteqnam 
McramefUorum partidpatione me&rporarehtr Eodens: in quibuadam Teio 
tanta eat at jam corpori Cbristi, et sancto Dei Un^ depntentor. AmgutHii 
de Divert. Q. ad simpHciMim, torn. vi. lib. 1. p. 89. ed. Bened. 

* Hac Sptriius donatio^ qua juttifieationem aequitur^ a gratia cjoadem 
Spiritos hominia oonreraionem prteveniente et operante biiariam imprimis 
differL Primo, Quod anims jam a vitiis purgatn Spiritos diyinus arctku 
atque intimiut quam antea wmtficr, in ipsam altins penetrat» pleniosqne ^as 
facultates omnes peiradit. Unde in Scriptoria didtur Spiritos dirinns ante 
convertianem bominis^ quari ad cordis ostium yulsmre, post oonFersionem 
▼ero interiiora domus ifitrare. jfyoe. iii. 20. Deinde, qood sanctisdmns ille 
Spiritos in anima, qnam antea ydoti inviserat tantom, et gratia sua prmpe- 
niente in domidlium dbi frteparaveraty jam hdbiiat et quad sedem soam 
figUi nonqoam inde discessoms, nid per peocatnm aliqaod graTius fims tx- 
trodator. BM, Jpolog, contra TWOftim, p. 15. alias p. 643. 

f Rom. zii. 2. 

K Epbes. iv. 23. or, hy the spirit of your mind. See Bdiop Bull's Poslh. 
p. 1135, 1136. 

»» 2 Cor. iv. 16. « Hebr. vi. 6. 

^ Ephes. iy. 24. Coloss. iii. 10. i Ephes. vi. 14. 1 TbeM. r. 8. 

"• Rom. xiii. 12. " Coloss. iii. 12. 
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is the phrase of putting ofi Christ ; plainly in one of the 
places », and probably in the other alsoP: though some 
interpret the former ot renovation, and the latter of rege^ 
neration^. Lastly, the phrase of new creature' may 
properly be referred to renovation also, and is so inter* 
preted by the ancients* generally: or if it be referred to 
regeneration, as ordinarily including and comprehending 
renovation under it, that larger construction of it will not 
perhaps be amiss. 

The distinctionf which I have hitherto insisted upon, 
between regeneration and renovationf has been carefully 
kept up by the Lutheran Divines especially <, as of great 
use. And it is what our Church appears to have gone 
upon, in her offices of B^tism, as likewise in the Cate- 
•chism. She clearly expresses it in one of her Collects, 
wherein we beg of God, that we being regenerate and 
made his children by adoption and grace, may daily be 
renewed by his Holy Spirit, Sec": such is the public voice 
of our Church. What the private sentiments of some 
Divines have been, or how far they have overlooked, or 
not attended to this so necessary distinction, is not mate- 
rial to inquires but that it never has been lost amongst 
us may appear from the words of a very judicious Divine 
of this present age'. The ^fiferetice between these two 
may be competently understood from what has been al- 

• Rom. !d]i. 14. See Whitby and Wcdfiiu in loc. 

p Gal. iH. 27. rid. Wolfios in loc 

4 Deylingins, Obierv. Sicr. torn. iii. dissert 42. p. 406. 

' 2 Cor. V. 17. Gal. ▼!. 15. See Wbitby and Wolfins; and Bishop Bere- 
Hdge, Tol. tl. serm. vii. 

■ See the passages collected in Saicer, torn. ii. p. 178, 179. 

« Vid. Gerhard, Loc. Comm. torn. W, p. 495, 503, &c. conf. tom. iii. p. 713, 
Ac. 

« Collect for Christmas-day. 

X '' There is a mighty difference between regeneratwn and renovation : 
<< we can be bom but once, because we can Hve but oneef and therefore 
" Baptism, which gives life, cannot be repeated : but we can recover often, 
« and grow and be nourished often, because we can sink and droop often.'* 
Dean Stanhope, Boyt^t Led. serm. riii. p. 249. Compare Archbidiop 
Sharpe, vol. iii. senn. xiti. p. 279. 
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ready said : but to make it stlU clearer^ it may be drawn 
out more minutely, in distinct articles, as follows, i. Re~ 
generation and renovation differ in respect to the effective 
cause or agency : for one is the work of the Spirit in the 
use of water ; that is, of the Spirit singly , since water 
really does nothing, is no agent at all ; but the other is 
the work of the Spirit and the man together. Man re- 
news himself at the same time that the Spirit renews 
him : and the renovation wrought is the result of their 
joint agency ; man concurring and operating in a subordi- 
nate way. " It is God that worketh in us both to will 
*^ and to doy :" but still it is supposed, and said, that we 
both will and do. It is God that renews, cleanses, and 
purijies the heart < : and man also renews, cleanses, and 
purifies his own heart >; that is, he bears his part in it, be 
it more or less. No man regenerates himself at all; that 
is, he has no part in the regenerating act, (which is en- 
tirely God's,) whatever he may have in the receptive: and 
if in this sense only it be said, that man is purely passive 
in it, it is true and sound doctrine. Nevertheless, be may 
and must be active in preparing and qualifying himself for 
it, and in receiving it, supposing him to be adult. He is 
not his own regenerator, or parent^ at all, in his new 
birth : for that would be a solecism in speech, and a con* 
tradiction in notion: he is, however, his own renewer, 
though in part only, and in subordination to the principal 
agent, a. Another difference between regeneration and 
renovation (before hinted) is, that regeneration ordinarily 
is in or through Baptism only, a transient thing, which 
comes but once ^ : whereas renovation is before, and in, 

r PhU. ii. 13. 

• Pud. xiz. 12. li. 2, 10. Jer. zziv. 7. Eidc. xi. 19. zzzvi. 26. Acts rr, 
9. Tit. iii. 5. 1 John i. 9. 

• Fsalm cxix.9. Ixxiii. 13. Isa. i. 16. Esek. xT]ii..31r 2 Cor. ni. 1. James 
W. 8. 1 Peter i. 22. 1 John iii. 3. Conf. Cyrill. Hieroaol. CatMrh. i. p. 16, 
17. ed. Bened. 

^ The late learned Regius ProfesBor of Divinity, at Cambridge, Dr. Beaa- 
mont, in his MS. Commentary on Rom. xii. 2. writes thus : 
Sed scmpulum htc injicies : nonne enim Apostolus commwiffarit fratres 
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and after Baptism, and may be often repeated ; continu- 
ing and increasing from the first preparations to Chris- 
tianity, through the whole progress of the Christian life. 
So it is in adults : but in infants^ regeneration commences 
before renovation; which again shows how distinct and 
difierent they are. 3. A third observable difference is, 
that regeneration once given can never be totally lost, any 
more than Baptism; and so can never want to be repeated 
in the whole thing ; whereas renovation may be often re- 
peated, or may be totally lost. Once regenerate and aU 
ways regenerate, in some part, is a true maxim in Chris- 
tianity, only not in such a sense as some moderns have 
taught <^. But a person once regenerated in Baptism can 
never want to be regenerated again in this life, any more 
than he can want to be rebaptized. So much for the dif-- 
ference between regeneration and renovation ^ : let us next 

saot, adeoque CbristiaDOs, per Baptismom regenitot, adeoqae et itnutmi^tn 
istam adeptOB ? Quid opus igitor actum agere ? Nil sane. Nee moDet eos 
baptUma iterare : iemet nasdmur^ renascimur semel : unua Dominua, una 
fidcBi nnnm baptisma, Epbes. it. 5« QaoDiam rero ipai renati ex baptismaU 
pmitate non raro relabuDtar ad wterU h<nnims inquinamenta, ex usu eorum 
est aaaidua per pcenitentiam renovoHo. Hinc Chryaostomus, &c. Tben he 
quotes Cbrysostom's words on Rom. xii. 2. Hom. xz. p. 659. torn. iz. ed. 
Bened. and afterwards adds, Similia videas apud Photium et llieopbjrlac- 
tmn. 

< Those I mean who have taught that the regenerate can never Jinailif 
fall from grace. See our Sixteenth Article on this head. 

' Vosnus distinguishes regeneration from renovation by what they re- 
spectively contain, thus : 

Quemadmodum vero ad regenerationenit pressius siimptam^ pertinet rff* 
misrio peccatorum ; ita ad renovationem refertur mortificatio reteris, et vi- 
vificntio novi hominis : qus idcirco Baptismo tribnuntnr. Fbsa, de Bapt, 
Disp. ix. Thes. 6. Opp. torn. vl. p. 270. Gerhard distiDgitishes nearly the 
same way in his Common-Places, torn. iii. p. 714. torn. ir. p. 495, 504. 

RegenenUumu vocabnlum quandoque generate est, ipsam quoque renoim- 
tionem in ambitu suo complectejis : interim tamen, proprie et accurate lo- 
quendo, regeneratio a renovatione distincta est Tom. iy. p. 495. Renova- 
tio; licet a regeneratione proprie et specialiter accepta distinguatnr, inviduo 

tamen et perpetno nexu cum ea est conjuncta Per Baptismum homo non 

sohmi reneucitur, (\d est, peccatorum remueionem oonseqnitnr, justitiam 
ChritH ittduit,>8^^ Dei, et fueree r\tm aetemsB efficitnr,) sed etiam renoia^ 
tur: hoc est, datnr ipai Spiri'tns Sanctos, qui inteliecttim, vobmtatem, et 
omnea tmkni vires renovare incipit, ut amisHa Dei imago in ipao iscipiat 
VOL, VI, A a 
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consider how far they agreey or how near they are allied. 
As one is a renewal of the spiritual state, and the other a 
renewal of the heart and mind, it must follow, that so far 
as a renewal of mind is necessary to a renewal of state, so 
far it is a necessary ingredient of the new birth, or an inte^ 
gral part of it. A grant is suspended, frustrate, as to any 
beneficial effect, while not properly received: and while 
there is an insuperable bar to the salutary reception of it, 
it cannot be savingly received or applied. Therefore in 
the case of adults, regeneration and renovation must go 
together : otherwise the regeneration is not a salutary nor 
a complete regeneration, wanting one necessary ingredient 
of it, namely, a capacity or qualification. 

But this may still be more clearly understood by apply- 
ing those general principles to four special cases, which I 
shall next endeavour to do, and then shall take leave of 
this head. The ^bttr cases are : i. The case of groum per- 
sons coming to Baptism in their integrity, and so continu- 
ing afterwards. 2. The case of infants brought in their 
innocency, and leading the rest »of their lives according to 
that beginning. 3. The case of such grown persons or 
infants so baptized, but falling off afterwards. 4. The 
case of grown persons coming to Baptism in hypocrisy or 
impenitency; but repenting afterwards and turning to God. 
The considering how the af&ir of regeneration or renova- 
tion may respectively stand in each of these cases, may 
perhaps serve to clear up the whole matter to greater sa- 
tisjfaction. 

I. I begin with the case of groum persons, called adults^ 
coming to Baptism fitly prepared by faith and repentance, 
and afterwards persevering to the end. This was a com- 
mon case in the earliest days of Christianity, when the 
whole world wanted to be converted. Grown persons were 
then the most, and the most considerable candidates for 

inslaurari^ Ac. p. 504. RegeneraHoms yoz qiiandoqne samitar yttutmt ^ni et 
remMfiMiaii peccatorum, et renovoHontm nmul compkctfttur; qnandoqae 
vero tihmUt aodpitnr, at rtmistwnem peccatomm ac gratoitwn justyUmtm- 
nem taDtummodo deaignat. Gerhard^ torn. iii. p. 714. 
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Baptism. When the disciplme of the Church came to be 
settled into something of a regular and standing form^ 
those candidates for Baptism were trained up beforehand^ 
by proper instructions, and were therefore called catechu^ 
mens^. Afterwards they were to be admitted to Baptism, 
when fitly prepared, in order to be effectually " bom of 
^^ water and the Spirit/' and so made living members of 
Christy children of God, and heirs of the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Faith and repentance alone, though both of them 
were antecedently gifts of the Spirit^ were not supposed 
ordinarily to make them regenerate, or to entitle them to 
salvation, without Baptism, by the Scripture accounts ^ 
There might be some special cases, or uncommon circum- 
stances, where martyrdom supplied the place of Water- 
baptism, or where extremities were supposed to supersede 
itS; in which cases inward regeneration might be per- 
fected without the outward sign and sacrament of it : but, 
according to the ordinary rule, faith and repentance were 
to be perfected by Baptism, both for the making regene- 
ration and the giving a title to salvation ^. For without 
Baptism a person is not regenerate; at least, not in the eye 
of the Church, which must judge by the ordinary rule, and 
which cannot dispense, whatever God himself may please 
to do in such cases >. Till Baptism succeeds, the solemn 



* Bingham^ x. 1, 4. 

* MariL xn. 16. John iii. 5. Ephes. r. 26. 1 Cor. xii. 13. 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

V Bingham, z. ii. 19, 20, 21. p. 42, &c. alias p. 431. Augustin de Bapt. 
lib. IT. cap. 22. Hooker, vol. li. b. ▼. n. 60. p. 245. Ox. edit. 

^ Nisi qms natcUur ex aqua et SpiritUy non ibit in regnnm Dei : id est, 
non erit sanctut, Ita omnis anima eo usque in Adam censetnr, donee in 
Christo recenseatur ; tarn diu immunda quamdiu reoenseatur : peocatrix au- 
tem quia immanda, redpiens ignominiam ex camii societate. Tertutt. de 
Afwmoj cap. xl. p. 294. 

'A^ii ^M ^t»nt r\ Bd9mrf»Mf m») ir^^rti ftfu^myt Im/mi ii rivf wti>.tyy%nMt i^^l^. 
BoiU, de Spirii, Sonet, cap. z. p. 22. torn. 3. ed. Bened. Conf. cap. zii. p. 
23, 24. Item Bull. Apolog. p. 650. alias 23. Damascen. de Reet Fid. Ub. iy. 
cap. 9. p. 261. Vossius de Bapt Opp. torn. vi. p. 269. 

< Inslitutio sacramentornm, quantum ad Deum aatorem, dupensationit 
est; quantum vero ad hominem obedlentem, necessiiaht : quoniam in potes- 
tate Dri est prtttet' itla horainem salrare ; sed in potestate hominis non est 
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and saving stipulation^ between God and the party does 
not pass in due form ; nor the awful consecration of the 
man to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ^ He is not yet 
buried with Christ into death, nor planted in the likeness 
of his resurrection " ; nor indeed clothed with Christ, the 
baptismal garment ^. Therefore, in strictness, he is not a 
member of Christ, nor a child of God, nor a citizen of 
Christ's kingdom ; but an alien still, having no covenant 
claim to the Gospel privileges <>. But when a penitent be- 
comes baptized, then commences his new birth, his death 
unto sin, in the plenary remission of it, (by the application 
of the merits of Christ's death,) and his new life unto 
God, through Jesus Christ once raised from the grave, and 
from thenceforth ever living unto God?. And now that 
renovation which in some degree was previous to regene- 
ration, becomes, in greater degrees, a fruit and complex 
ment of it; and it grows more and more by the indwelling 
of that same Spirit, whose remote addresses and distant 
overtures first brought the man to that faith and repent^ 
ance, which prepared him for salutary Baptism, and for 
true and complete sonship, or Christian adoption. More 
need not be said of the first of the four cases, and there- 
fore now I proceed to a second. 

2. The second is the case of infants* Their innocence 
and incapacity are to them instead of repentance, which 
they do not need, and of actual faith which they cannot 
have. They are capable of being savingly bom of water 

tine isiis ad salutem petrenire. Hug-o de Sacrament lib. i. cap. 5. in Hooker, 
vol ii. p. 249. Ox. edit. 

k See 1 Pet. iii. 22. > Matt xznii. 19. 

" Rom. ▼!. 3, 4, &c« ■ Gal. iii. 27. 

• Ai we are not naturally men without Hrth, so neither are we Ckrittiam 
men, in the eye of the Church of God, but by new Hrth: dot, acoondiBf to 
. the manifest ordinary course of Divine dispensation, new bom, bat by that 
Baptitm which both deeUrreth and makeih ns Christians. In wUdi respect, 
we justly hold it to be the door of our aehuU entrance into God's hoiiae, die 
first apparent beginninf of life, a seal perhaps to the grace of oleeiion befiwe 
received ; but Co our tanetiflcation here, a step that hath not any before it. 
Hooker, vol. ii. b. 5. n. 60 p. 249. Ox. edit 

p Rom. vi. 10, U. MaHi xvi. 16. Acts vili. 37. x. 47. 
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and the Spirity and of being adopted into stmship with 
what depends thereupon ; because, though they bring no 
virtues with them, no positive righteousness, yet they 
bring no obstacle or impediment. They stipulate,, they 
enter into contract^ by their sureties, upon a presumptive 
and interpretative consent: they become consecrated in 
solemn form to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: pardon, 
mercy, and other covenant privileges, are made over to 
them <) ; and the Holy Spirit translates them out of their 
state of nature (to which a curse belongs) to a state of 
grace, favour, and blessing : this is their regeneration '. 
Wherefore in our public offices, formed upon the ancient 
rules and precedents, we pray, that the infants brought to 
be baptized may be '< washed and sanctified with the Holy 
•* Ghost," — may receive remission of their sins by spiri- 
tual regeneration, — may be " bom again," and that "the 
*' old Adam may be so buried, that the new man may be 
•* raised up in them." We declare afterwards, that they 
** are regenerate, and grafted into the body of Christ's 
" Church ;" giving thanks also to God, that <* it hath 
<< pleased him to regenerate them with his Holy Spirit, 
^' and to receive them for his own children by adoption, 
" and to incorporate them into his holy Church'/' It 
may reasonably be presumed, that from the time of their 



V Certe oemo neget, infantes capaces esse benefidi m^Uuts rmv dftm^tS*, 
qnod h»mSm^tf, JuitiftcaiwHem, appellare aolemos : est enim id benefidom 
ertemum et r;e'«''*^><|uod in infantes ad CkristiJem interoessionem propter 
cjos v«>«iMJk», SpirUu Saneto pro illoram ecnvernane et renavaiume^ spon- 
dente (lioeat liic humano more balbutire) oooferri potest. VUringa^ Ob$. • 
Sacr, lib. ii. cap. 6. p. 338. 

' Omnes enim venit [Dominus] per semetipsum salvare ; omnes» inqaam, 
qui per earn rena§euHtur in Deam; ht/antet, et parmlos, et pneros, et jn- 
niores, et seniores. Iren. lib. ii. cap. 22. p. 147. ed. Beoed. Conf. Voss. torn, 
vi. p. 278, 307, 

■ Public Baptism of Infimts. Compare OfSoe of Private Baptism, wbere 
it is said, that the inflmt i$ now by the lover ef regeneration m B<g>tiem, re- 
ceived into the number of the children of God: and the Catechism, Q. the 
second, with the Answer : and the latter part concerning the Sacrament of 
HopfBMi. Compare also tiie OiBce of Confirmation, repeating the same 
doctrine. 
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new birth of water and the Spirit, (which at that very mo- 
ment is a renewal of their state to God-ward,) the renew- 
ing also of the heart may come gradually on with their 
first .dawnings of reason, in such measures as they shall 
yet be capable of; in a way to us imperceptible, but 
known to that Divine Spirit who regenerates them, and 
whose temple from thenceforth they are^ till they defile 
themselves with actual and grtewms sin. In this case, it 
is to be noted, that regeneration precedes, and renovation 
can only follow after ": though infants may perhaps be 
found capable of receiving some seeds of internal grac£ 
sooner than is commonly imagined'. But enough of 
this. 

3. A third case which I promised to speak to is, that 
of those who fall off after they have once been savingly 
regenerated. If such persons Jail away, by desertion and 
disobedience, still their baptismal consecration, and their 
covenant state consequent, abide and stand ; but without 
their saving effect for the time being : because, without 
present renovation, the new birth, or spiritual life, as to 
salutary purposes, is, in a manner, sinking, drooping, 
ceasing. Their regenerate state, upon their revolt, is no 
longer such, in the full saving sense, wanting one of its 
integral parts; like. as a ruinated house ceases to be an 
house, when it has nothing left but walls. But yet as an 
house, while there are walls left, does not need to be re- 
built from the ground, but repaired only, in order to be- 
come an house again as before ; so a person once savingly 
regenerated, and afterwards losing all the salutary use of 

* Vid. AugDBliii. Epist clxxxni. cap 8. p. 686. 

« In baptixatis infantibus prmcedU regeneratioais saGrameDtam, et A 
Christianam tenuerint pietatem, tequeiur in corde conversio, cujos myale- 

rium pnecessit in corpore. In infantibui qui baptizati nuftiuntur, eaden 

gratia omnipotentis implere credenda eit $ quod non ex impia yoluatale, led 
ex statis indigentia, nee corde credere adjustUiam possunt, necorecm^fiteri 
ad salutem. Augtittin, de BapL lib. v. cap. 24. p. 140. Conf. Naiiana. Oral. 
xxxTii. p. 609. 

» Vid. Vitringa, Obsenr. Sacr. lib. ii. cap. 6. p. 329. alias 339. Voariui de 
Bapt. Disp. ri. Opp. torn. vi. p. 278. 
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it^ will not want to be regenerated Again, or bom anew, but 
to be reformed only. Which when done^ his regeneration 
before decayed^ and as to any saving effect^ for the time^ 
well-nigh ruinated, but never totally losty, becomes again 
whole and entire. To be short, perfoct regeneration is to 
the spiritual life what perfoct health is to the natural: 
and the recoveries of the spiritual health, time after time, 
are not a neu/ regeneration, but a restoring or improving 
of the old. To be bom anew would be the same thing as 
to have all done over again that God had before done to 
make a man a Christian, and to put him into a covenant 
state : but since he who is once a Christian is always a 
Christian, and there is no such thing as a second Baptism, 
it is plain that there can be no such thing here as a second 
new birth, or a second regeneration. But of this I said 
enough before. 

4. The fourth case, which yet remains to be considered, 
is the case of those who receive Baptism (like Simon Ma- 
gus suppose) in hypocrisy or impenitency. Do they there- 
in receive any thing of the Lord ? Or if they do, what is 
it ? Are they thereby regenerated, or bom again, bom of 
water and of the Spirit ? I answer, they are either born of 
both, or of neither : for otherwise, '^ bora of water and of 
** the Spirit'' would not mean one birth, but two ; and so 
a person might happen to have two new births, one of 
water first, and another of the Spirit afterwards; which 
cannot reasonably be supposed. Besides that, the being 
bora of water only, which really does nothing of itself, 
could amount only to a washing, (nothing better than 
being born of the Jlesh,) and therefore could not be true or 

r HegeneratioDifl gntiam ita etaam bi non mimiuot qui dona non servant, 
aicut luds nitorem loca immunda non pollnant Qui ergo gaudea Baptiami 
perceptione, vive in notfi hommis Mnctitate ; et tenens fidem qu« per dilec- 
tlooem operatur, babe bonuni quod nondum babes, ut proait tibi bonnm 
quod babes. Prosper. Sentent. 325. apud AugusHn, torn. x. p. 245* 
Append. 

Spiritalis enim virtus sacramenti ita est ut lur, et ab illuminandia pura 
accipitur, et si per imfMmdos transeat, non inqmnatur. Augustin. in Jokan. 
Tract. V. n. 15. p. 327. torn. iii. part. 2. 
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valid Baptism in Chrigtian account. Shall we then say» 
that the ungodly and impenitent are in Baptism bom of 
the Spirit P That is a point, which, I apprehend, can neither 
be affirmed nor denied absolutely^ but with proper dis- 
tinctions. It was anciently a kind of maxim or ruled case 
in the Church, that all true and valid Baptism must be so 
made by the Spirit^. And though some seem to have 
denied it, or to have demurred upon it*, yet they really 
admitted the same thing in other words, by admitting that 
all true Baptism was Christ's Baptism, and carried a sanc' 
iity wfth it ^ : therefore that part of the dispute was only 
about wordSf both sides agreeing in the main things. The 



■ Tliat was a maxim among' the Cyprifaiists especially, (see above, p. 345.) 
and Ro it came down to Jerome, who is very express on tiiat head. 

Apparet Baptisma non esse nne Spiritu Saneto. lUnd nobis moostra* 

retur, verum esse Baptisma qno Spiritus Sanciut adreniat Ecclesic 

Baptisma sine Spiritu Sancto niillnm est Cum Baptisma Cbristi sine 

Spiritu Sancto nallum sit Spiritum Sanctum, quem nos asserimns in 

vero Baptitmate tribui. Hieron. adv, iMcif. p. 293, 294, 295. torn. ir. ed. 
Bcned. Conf. Epist Ixxxii. ad Oceanum, p. 651. torn. ir. 

• St. Austin was one of those ; he writes thus : Spiritus Sancttts discipline 

fugiet fictum, nee tamen eum fiigiet Baptitmut, Potest Baptisma esse et 

unde te aufert Spiritus Sanctns. — Indmmt autem homines Qiristum, all- 
qnando usque ad Sacramenii perceptionem, aliqaando et usque ad vit4f*ane- 

tifiaUUmem, Si Baptisma esse tine Spiritu non potett, habent et spiritum 

' hteretici, sed ad pemiciemy non ad talutcm : sicut habuit Saul, 1 Reg. xviii. 

10. Sicut habent avarif qui tamen non sunt tempium Dei. Si autem 

non habent avari Spiritum Dei, et tamen habent Baptisms, potest esse nne 
Spiritu Baptisma. Juguttin, de Bapt. Kb. ▼. cap. 23, 24. p. 157. torn. ix. 

^ Baptismus Cbristi, veri>i8 erangelicis amsecrattUy et per adulteros, et in 
adulteris sanctus est, quamvis illi dot impudici et immundi : quia ipsa ejus 
sanetitas pollui non potest, et tacramenfo suo divina virtus adsistit, save ad 
salutem bene utentium, sive ad pemicicm male utcntium. Augustm, de 
Bapt. lib. iii. cap. 10. p. 113. tom. ix. Conf. p. 115, 176, 199, 268, 296. et 
contr. £pist. Parmen. lib. ii. cap. 13. p. 44, 45, 80. tom. ix. 

N. B. As St Austin allows that sanctity goes along with all true and vaHd 
Baptism, and as all sanetyicatien is of and from the Ho^ S^U^ he most of 
consequence admit all that Jerome contended for; namely, that all vatid 
Baptism is so made by the Spirit. Only, he denied such vaUd Baptism in 
ill men to be saving for the time being: and Jerome also denied the same; 
both agreeing tiiat Baptism might be true and tw/«f, as sanctified by the 
Spirit, though not satutary to some perMUS in sudi and such drcum- 
stauces. 
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real and fiill truth of the case I take to lie in the particu- 
lars here following, i. It is certain in the general, that 
the Holy Spirit j some way or other, has an hand in every 
true and valid Baptism : Grod never fails as to his part in 
an awfiil Sacrameniy however men may guiltily fail in 
theirs. 2. The Holy Spirit is in some sort offered to all 
that receive Christian Baptism : for the very nature of a 
sacrament requires that the sign and the grace should so 
far go together : and the unworthy could not be guilty of 
rejecting the grace while they receive the sign, if both 
were not offered them. 3. As the Holy Spirit consecrates 
and sanctifies the waters of Baptism, giving them an of//- 
ward and relative holiness ; so he consecrates the persons 
also in an outward and relative sense, whether good or 
bad, by a sacred dedication of them to the worship and 
service of the whole Trinity : which consecration is for 
ever binding, and has its effect ; either to the salvation of 
the parties, if they repent and amend, or to their greater 
damnation^ if they do not. 4. I must add, that even the 
unworthy are by their Baptism put into a Christian state : 
otherwise they would be as mere Pagans still, and would 
want a new Baptism to make them Christians. Therefore 
as they are by Baptism translated out of their natural 
state into the state Christian, they must be supposed to 
have pardon and grace^ and all -Gospel-privileges condi' 
tionally made over to them, though not yet actually ap- 
plied, by reason of their disqualifications. A grant which 
will do them no manner of service <^, but hurt, if they never 
repent : but if ever they do repent and turn to God, then 
that conditional grant, suspended, as it were, before, with 

* Nihil quippe proftiit Slmoui Mago viabilis Bnptismus, cni sanctificatio 
inrisibilis defuit. Jugustin, wper Levitt q. Ixxxiv. p. 524. torn. iii. 

Notty that tancttficatio is bere ased in a differpnt meaning from what St. 
Anstin used it in, when he spake of a $anctificniien going: along with all true 
and vaM Baptism, thoagfa not saving. There he ideant an outward sancti- 
fication, sQch as I have before described : here he means the mward satkcti' 
Jkation of any one's heart and mind, necessary to make his Baptism, which 
was before tw/uf, to become saving also. 
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respect to any saving effects, begins at length to take 
place effectually ; and so their Baptism, which had stood 
waiting without any salutary fruit for a time, now be- 
comes beneficial and saving to the returning penitents. At 
the same time their regeneration^ begun in Baptism, and 
left unfinished, (like an indenture executed on one side 
only, or like a part without a counter-party) comes at last 
to be complete, that is, actually salutary; not by a formal 
regeneration, (as if nothing had been done before,) but by 
the repentance of the man, and by the sancttfication or re- 
novation of the heart and mind through the Spirit^ which 
had been hitherto waating. 

I have now run through the ^bur several cases proposed, 
observing how the affair of regeneration and renovation 
stands under each ; in order to give the more distinct idea 
of both, and to remove the main difficulties which appear- 
ed to concern either of them. From this account may be 
collected these particulars : i. That regeneration, as con<- 
taining graxits of remissiony justification, adoption, covenant 
claim to life eternal, is a very different notion from renova^ 
lion, which contains only a renewal of heart and mind* 
2. That regeneration is in some cases (as particularly in 
the case of baptized infants) not only different in notion, or 
distinct in theory, but really and actually separate from 
renovation for the time being, 3. That in other cases, 
regeneration, while it takes in renovation to render it cont- 
plete or salutary to the recipient, (and is in fact joined with 
it,) yet even there it differs from renovation^ as the whole 
differs from a part. 4. That suppose what case, or what 
circumstances you please, the two words or names stand, 
or ought to stand, for different notions^ for different comfri- 
nations of ideas, and never are, or at least never ought to 
be, used as reciprocal, convertible terms. Nothing now 
remains, but to draw some corollaries or inferences from 
the general princi{yles before laid down, by way of appli- 
cation, for our farther improvement. 
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III. 

I proceed therefore to my third head of discourBe, ac- 
cording to the method chalked out in the entrance 
above. 

I. The first reflection I have to make is, that it is very 
improper language at least, to call upon those who have 
once been regenerated, in their infancy, who have had their 
new birth already at the fontj to be now regenerated ; or 
to bid them expect a new birth. Such ai^lications might 
properly be directed to Jews, Turks, or Pagans, or to such 
nominal Christians as have thrown oif Water^baptism : 
for such really want to be regenerated, or bom again, being 
still in their natural state. But as to others, who are or 
have been savingly regenerated of water and the Spirit, 
they should be called upon only to repent or reform, in 
order to preserve or repair that regenerate state which the 
Spirit once gave them, and which he gave not in vain. 
There is no instance, no example in Scripture, (as I before 
hinted,) of any exhortation made to Christians, to become 
regenerated, or bom anew, but to be reformed only, or re- 
newed in the inner man; which is a very difierent notion 
from the other, as I have before manifested at large. 
Even Simon Magus, who had been baptized in iniquity, 
was not exhorted to be regenerated afterwards, or bom 
again, but to repent^. Our Lord himself, in the Book of 
Revelations, made use of the like language towards the 
revolting churches ; not bidding them become regenerate, 
but ordering them to repent ^ : and the wicked prophetess 
or sorceress, Jezebel, had time given her ; not to be rege- 
nerated again, but to repent^. The only place I know of 
in Scripture that looks at all favourable to the notion of a 
second regeneration here, is a text of St. Paul's, where, 
writing to the r^voZ/tng Church of Galatia, and calling them 
his children, he introduces himself under the emblem of a 
pregnant mother, and says ; " My little children, of whom 

* Acti viii. 22. • Rev. ii. b, 16. iii. 3, 19. 

'Rer. u. 20, 21. 
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" I travel in birth again, till Christ be formed in you^." 
But then consider what an infinite difference there is be- 
tween the force and import of the two Jigures: one, of a 
minister's instrumenially forming. the minds and manners 
of his people to faith and holiness^ *f and the other, of the 
Spirit's authoritatively adopting them into Divine sonshipj 
and into citizenship with all the family of heaven. The 
minister's instrumental work of converting or renewing (as 
even the Spirit's renewing) may often be undone, and may 
come over and over again : but the regeneration of water 
and the Spirit^ the consecration and adoption unto God, is 
quite another thing. Therefore that lower sort of sonskip 
of a disciple towards his teacher or master ^ may fail, and be 
quite extinct : but that higher kind of sonship, or adoption, 
once made in Baptism, has an abiding force and virtue in 
it, and never wants to be reiterated, as it can never be to- 
tally frustrated, or made void. In short then, the Gala- 
tians might be begotten again to St. Paul, because that 
meant no more than the being reinstructed in the faith and 
reclaimed in manners: but they could not be begotten 
again to God, unless they were to have been rehaptixed, 
which the Apostle had no thought of. 

The mistake in this matter, I imagine, first arose from 
the misinterpreting some texts ■, which plainly import a 
Water^baptism, of an inward Baptism of the Spirit only. 
From hence, by degrees, outward Baptism came to be 
thrown out of the idea of regeneration^ : the next step was 

c Gal. IT. 19. 

^ See that y^sicre or ewiblem explained in the ancient tettimonies collected 
by Suicer, in his Thesaurus, under the word tUm, vol. ii. p. 1243, 1585. 
And compare Perkins, in answer to the objection ab<At a iecond regenera- 
tion, as drawn from Gal. iv. 19, For though be intended his answer for the 
lernce of another hypotketit, wfaidi* I have nothing to do with, yet the sub- 
stance of it is true and just upon any hypothesis. See Perkins's Comment on 
that Epistle, amongst bis Works, vol. ii. p. 293, 294. 

> As John iii. 5. and also Tit. iii. 5. See above, p. 341, 342. 

^ How mischievous this is, and how contrary to the ancietit doctrine of 
Fathers, (grounded upon Scripture^) may appear from the large commenda- 
tions they gave of Baptism, including sign and ^dng: such as lanrer •fUfe, 
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to confound renewal of state with renewal of wiind, and so 
to throw the former out of the idea of regeneration j mak- 
ing it the same with what the text calls renovation. In 
awhile, conversion and repentance came to be used as terms 
equivalent to regeneration: and the consequence thence 
naturally following would terminate in rejecting the doc- 
trine of infant regeneration, as infants are uncapable of 
conversion or repentance: and the next consequence to 
that would of course bear hard upon In/ant Baptism. But 
that I mention by the way only, as ^n instance of the gra- 
dual alterations made in the signification of words or 
names, and of the mischiefs from thence arising. Indeed 
most errors, which have crept into the Church, have 
either been originally founded in abuse of words, or kept 
up by it. 

2. Having shown how improper the language is, when 
Christians are called upon to be regenerated, I may next 
observe how mischievous also it is many ways, and there- 
fore cannot be looked upon as a mere verbal business, or 
an innocent misnomer, i. The telling of the common 
people that they ought now to be regenerated, which few 
will rightly understand, instead of telling them plainly 
that they ought, with the help of God's grace, speedily to 
repent and amend, (which is all the meaning, if it has any 
good meaning,) is giving them only a dark lesson instead 
of a clear one, and throwing mists before their eyes in a 
most momentous article, nearly affecting Christian prac- 
tice and the spiritual life. %. The calling upon Christians 

fountain ofUfe, garment of meorruption, hey of (he heavenfy Jdngdomt tmi- 
ter of Itfe^ Uvmg water ^ guickenmg water, heavenly donative, grace, health, 
Ufe, seal, unction, choice gift of God, viaticum, pledge of resurrection ; tre- 
mendous mystery, such as unites qs to Christ, makes us of the same flesh 
with turn, or the temple of the Holy Spirit and of Christ, The authorities 
to this purpose are collected by AlbertinitSy de Enchaiiitiay and the places of 
his book are referred Co in his Index, under Baptismus, Now though those 
high expressions ought lo be understood cum grano saUs, in a qualified sense ; 
yet certainly it is a great mistake to speak slightly of ffTtter-haptism, or not 
to take it in as the ordinary and necessary, tiiongfa instrumental cause of re^ 
generation, sanctiflcation, and perfect renoveition. 
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to be regenerated, in a new and wrong sense of the word^ 
when they have been used to another and better sense in 
our public offices^ and have been taught that they have 
been regenerated long ago, will not only be apt to con- 
found their understandings, but may fill them with many 
a vain scruple, such as may give great disturbance to weak 
minds. 3. Another inconvenience may be, that if, instead 
of reminding them to preserve or repair that regeneration 
which they received in their Baptism, they are called upon 
to receive a second, they may thereby be led off from look- 
ing back to their baptismal vows, (which are excellent 
lessons of true Christian piety,) and may be put upon 
quite another scent, nothing near so useful or edifying to 
them. 4. A further mischief likely to happen in that 
way is, that many, instead of carefully searching into their 
lives past, to see wherein they have offended, (which is 
one of the first steps towards conviction, and remorse, and 
serious amendment,) may be apt to go in quest of what 
they will call impulses, or inward feelings of the Spirit; 
which commonly are nothing more than warm fwcies, 
towering imaginations, and self-flattering presumptions. 
And this may probably take them off from a cool, careful, 
and impartial examination into their past life and conduct, 
by the safe and unerring rule of God's written command- 
ments. 5. But what is worst of all, and what has fre- 
quently happened, is, that when men become more am- 
bitious of the honour and authority which the name of the 
Spirit carries with it, than of squaring their lives by the 
rules of that Spirit, laid down in the Gospel, they will be 
prone to follow any invention or ima^nation of their own, 
and will be presumptuous enough to father it upon the 
blessed Spirit of God ^ It is a glorious and a most desir- 



1 Simon Magus, of the lint ag«, ambitious of the thmg, for the sake 
chiefly of die name, gave it out that he was tome great mte. Acts Tiii. 9. or 
tome great power of Gody Acts Tiii. 10, 18, 19. Among the Samaritans he 
pretended to be as the oracle of God the Faikers among the Jews, of the 
Son : and among the Gentiles, of the f/biy Ghott, Iren, lib. i. cap. 18. p. 99. 
Couf. Domini Massuet pref. p. 55. 

Montanus, 
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able privilege, to be divinely inspired, divinely illuminated, 
divinely conducted: and as it is so honourable, and so 
desirable, we need not wonder, if pure self-flaUeryy in- 
dulged too far, should lead many, almost imperceptibly^ 
(for what more insinuating than the iZitiiiom of self-love?) 
into a serious persuasion that they themselves are the 
happy favourites of that Divine Spirit. How compendious 
a method may it seem of arriving suddenly to deep leam^ 
ing without study, and to profound wisdom without pain 
of thought; without the irksome labour of languages, 
history, and critical inquiries, ordbarily requisite to form 
a judicious interpreter of God's word, and a skilful guide 
of souls. While others are content to wait for wisdom 
till an advanced age, and in the mean while to go on in 
the slow methods of labour and industry j (as God has ap- 
pointed,) these more early proficients affect to become 
wise at once, wise in a most eiitinent degree^ at a much 
cheaper and eauer rate. Who would not wish to be so 
signally blessed, if it might be in these days; or if he 
knew of any certain warrant to bear him harmless, in his 

Montanus, of the second centary, boasted Inghly and rainly of the SpirU, 
and deceived many. See Lee's History of Montanism, per tot 

FaustuB the Manichee, of the fourth cetttury^ being ezcessirely rain, was 
fiill of the like big pretences ^ as St. Austin observes : 

Non enim parvi existimari se voluit, sed Spiritum Sanctum, consola- 
torem et ditatorem fidelium tuorum, auctoritate plenaria, personaliter m se 
t$t€ persuadere cooatns est Auguttm. Conftn, lib. v. cap. 5. p. 111. ed. 
Bened. 

Something of like kind has been perhaps in every age rince. But the all- 
wise conduct of Divine Providence is very observable in all; that Scr^wre 
intpiiraium for seventeen hundred years has maintained its tole privilege; 
and all the other, so far as they have been considered as sadi> have passed off 
as dreams. 

That vanity seems to have commenced first here in England, (since the 
Reformation, I mean,) or however to have first made some figure, about an 
hundred years ago, set up by persons who hsnring neither eommisiion, nor 
Udents^ nor finmiiure proper for tiie mmistiy, professed themselves samtSt 
and smu of in^iratipHf as the shortest way to silence all objections, and to 
stop further examination. See Thomas Collier's Letters to the Saints in 
Taunton, (bearing date A. D. 1646.) in Edwards's Grangraena, part iil. 
p. 51, &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



368 REGENERATION STATED 

making so familiar with the tremendous name of the Holy 
Spirit of God ? But humble and modest men, who have a 
due reverence for the Spirit, and tome knowledge of them- 
selvesy dare not presume so far ; being well aware that the 
setting up a private spirit, an imaginary inspiration, as a 
rule of conduct, has been one of the subtilest engines of 
Satan in all past ages. God has permitted it, probably, 
for the trial of his faithful servants, that they may be 
proved and exercised every way ; and may leam to be as 
much upon their guard against any surprise of their un* 
derstandings, as against any seduction of their wills. 
There are, as I hinted, strong temptations inclining for- 
ward men to set up their pretensions to a private spirits 
It flatters the pride, laziness, and vanity of corrupt nature: 
most men love to indulge their oum way and humour, and 
to get from under the sober standing rules of order, de- 
cency, and regularity. They would be their own masters 
and lawgivers, and even make laws for others : and if they 
can but once persuade themselves, (and what will not 
blind self-love persuade a man into?) that they are full of 
the Spirit, they soon grow regardless of the open laws of 
God and man, affecting to conduct both themselves and 
others by some secret rules of their own breasts. This is 
a very dangerous self-deceit, and not more dangerous than 
it has been common in all ages and countries, as before 
hinted. If none but hypocrites or ill-designing men were 
to be drawn into this snare, the temptation would be 
coarsely laid, and be the less apt to deceive : but the well- 
meaning pretenders to the Spirit, who, through a secret 
unperceived self-flattery, or a complexional melancholy, 
first deceive themselves, they are of all men the fittest to 
deceive others. Their artless simplicity, their strong and 
endearing professions are very apt to win upon some of 
the best natured and best disposed, though unguarded 
Christians; which the tempter knows full well: and he 
never exercises a deeper or a more refined policy, than 
when he can thus decoy some very sincere and devout 
Christians, in a pious way, turning their graces Into 
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snares^ and, as it were, foiling them with their own artil- 
lery. 

It may be useful to observe the train whereby this illu- 
sion passes upon the easy credulity of less thinking per- 
sons. Instead of repentance and amendment of life, (to 
which the world should be exhorted,) regeneration by the 
Spirit is the phrase given out : from regeneration by the 
Spirt/ it appears but a small and slight transition, to go 
on to inspiration ; for that is a good word, when used' in 
a just and sober sense ; and it is frequently so used in our 
Church Liturgy ^. But the word will also bear a much 
higher sense, as when ascribed to the Apostles, or sacred 
penmen; and it is natural for self-admirers to take advan- 
tage of it, and to boast of it in an extravagant way, tiU at 
length they make their own presumptions so many dic- 
tates of the Spirit. The final result is, the settmg up a 
new rule of Christian faith, or conduct, undermining, if 
not directly confronting the rule of God's written word, 
laid down in the Gospel ^. Such has been the train, and 

■■ III wbftt sense inspiration may be justly owned, and ia what not, may 
be clearly seen in Dr. Clagget*8 Treatise against Owen ; Dr. Stebbing's 
Abridgment of it; Dr. Bennet agunst Qnakeriam; Mr. Leslie's Snake, &c. 
aect zzii. p. 314, &c. 

■ N. R Scripture and right reason are nndonbtedly the rule whereby every 
man ongbt to steer ; tfaongh infinite ways have been invented, either to ehtde 
the role, or to change it into something else, under some spedious namst or 
colours* They diat divide Scripture and reason more than half destroy the 
role : bdt they that set aside botk, for the sake of what they call tJ^mtUaM, 
or immediate revelationf totally destroy the rule, and set op caprice and 
fancy, or what every body pleases, in its room. 

They who contended lately for the Hght of reaton, as a rule tupertor to 
Seriptore, or as die on^r role, and who plainly meant nodiuig but to bring 
every role to their 0tmt wajfetndwiUs even they were fond of the name of 
inapiraiiim in their sense ; pretending to be inspired, illuminated, or con- 
ducted by the Spirii^ or Hol^ Spirit. See a pamphlet entitled. The Infallibility 
of Human Judgment, printed in 1721. p. 44, 45. See also Tlndal's Chris- 
tianity, ftc. p. 182, 194, 330. quarto edit 

A pamphlet waa published in 1731, entilied, A Demonstradon of the In- 
■offidency both of Reason and Revelation : and the purport of it was, to in- 
timate that immediate intpiraiion waa the one thing sufficient, p. 48. WMch 
being what every man pleases to make it, or to eaU by that name, it is ob- 
▼ioos to see how that prindple, or pretended principle^ sets a man loose 

VOL. VI. B b 
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such may be again, if we take not care to t\unk and speak 
soberly, humbly, and reverently of what concerns the works 
and ways of the Ditnne Spirit, as we ought to do. 

3. It may perhaps be expected that T should here say 
something upon a question heretofore raised, and often 
revived, about some pretended marks or tokejis of regene^ 
ration. Those who first began to, talk in that way (and 
who have been long dead) might be pious and well mean- 
ing men: but, they were not very happy in the itfe of 
their terms, or in the ehoice of their marks. They should 
not have asked for marks of regeneration, if they thereby 
meant proofs of a conversion subsequent to Baptism; 
which it is certain they did mean: but they should rather 
have asked for marks of renovation, or of a renewed heart 
and mind. And what marks could a man pitch upon to 
satisfy himself, in such case, but a good conscience f or 
what marks to satisfy others, but a good lifeP Then again, 
in drawing out their marks, care should have been taken 
to be short and clear; and more particularly to have 
made choice of none which many a sincere Christian may 
happen to want, and many a reprobate may chance to 
have. There was a great defect in those marks, that the 
difference of circumstances in different persons was not 
sufficiently considered. Some good Christians there are, 
(I hope many,) who having been regenerated at the font, 
have been so preserved and protected by God^s grace, in 
oonjunction with their own pious, persevering endeavours, 
as never to have experienced any considerable decays 
of the spiritual life, or regenerate state. Must they be 
called upon, to recollect the day, week, month, or year of 
their conversion, or regeneration, who from their Christian 
infancy have never been in an unconverted or unregenerate 
state at all ? Or must the same marks (suppose of strong 
conviction, fearful compunction, stinging remorse nigh to 

from tne reHgion and aaaod reason, to foUow his mm devieeSf under tiiMe 
feigned namet. All that espoiiM that loose principle may not perliaps Mi 
what it leadf to, nor mean to posh it so for t hot sncb plainly is ttm ncrMnsI 
tendency of it ; and it has heen but to» often exemfdlfled in fact. 
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despair, aiid the like) be sought for in sueb persons, who 
have loved and served God sincerely all their days ; and 
who have found reli^on and righteousness to sit so easy 
upon them, (as God's service is perfect freedom) that they 
have been all along strangers to those pangs, struggles, 
conflicts, which ungodly metl must of course feel in the 
coh-ecting their evil habits, upon their conversion to god- 
liness ? Those pretended marks are manifestly too parti- 
cular to serve all cases, and too uncertain to be depended 
on in any : they appear to have a tendency to perplex 
some, and to deceive others; and therefore may prudently 
be thrown aside as things of human invention P; and in 
the tnean while it will be safe and right to have recourse 
to Divine law. Ask our Lord for a mark of a true disci- 
ple, and his resolution lies in few words, short and iiill : 
'' If ye love me, keep my commandments <i :" that is his 
mark of what some call regeneration. If you consult St. 
Paul upon the same point, he will say, '' As many as are 
" led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God':" 
and, ** The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
*' fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
*' ance : agsdnst such there is no law ••*' If you ask St. 
Johtr> who seems to have written a good part of his First 
£pistle on purpose to confute some of his own time, who 
vdnly boasted of being bom of God, while they took no 
care to maintain good works ^', I say, if you consult him, 
he will tell you, ** Whosoever is bom of God doth not 
*' commit sin:'' and, '^ In this the children of God are 



9 See more of what oonoerns the pretended marks of regeneroHon in an 
ezoeDent sermon of Archbishop Sharpe, toI. ili. serm. xlii. p. 299, &c. 

q John xir. 15. 

' Rom. viii. 14. 

• Gal. ▼. 22, 23. 

' They seem to liare been the Simoidans, who, among otter monstroos 
opinions, tanght that men are saved by grace only, and not acooi^ng to 
their good workt» Secundum enim ^psius gnUiam salvari AomtiMV, sed non 
eeeuudum operoMJustat. Iren. lib. L c. 23. p. 100. ed. Bened. Conf. Theo- 
dorit Hwet Fab. lib. i. c. 1. BnlTa Harmon, dissert i. p. 419. alias p. 1^. 
diss. ii. p. 438. alias 33. 

B ba 
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<< manifest^ and the children of the devil: whosoever doth 
" not righteousness is not of God"," The man is known 
by his heart and /i/i?, tried by the rule of God*s com- 
fnandments. These are unerring^ infallible marks ; marks 
which every good Christian has, and every lad one wants. 
But if any scruple should remain about the application of 
this rule to every one's conscienee, (because we have all 
of us infirmities J and *^ in many things we offend all V') 
the safest rule whereby to judge of our own particular 
state, as conform to the Scripture nde, I conceive to be 
this : if we sincerely take care to do the best we can, are 
daily gaining ground of our vices and our passionSf and 
find ourselves, after the strictest examination, to be upon 
the improving hand, then may we comfortably believe 
that our regeneration yet abides, salutary and entire, and 
that we ar&in a state of grace and salvationr. 

But above all things, beware of ever trusting to inward 
feelings, secret impulses, or the like, as maris of a good 
state, till you have thoroughly tried and examined them 
by the unerring rule of God's written word. What are 
any impulses, considered barely in themselves, but some 
strong inclinations, motions, or affections, which men feel 
in their breasts, and cannot presently distinguish from the 
natural workings of their own minds ? But suppose them 
by their unusual strength, or warmth, or their uncommon 
manner of affecting us, to import something supernatural 
or extraordinary, (I only make the supposition^not affirm- 
ing that supernatural motions are often, or b these days. 



« 1 John iii. 9, 10. << 'O «««» rkv aftm^imv, one thai makes sm, a sm 
" maker: and on the other aide, he, the general coone and tenor of whose 
*' life and conTersation is upright and mblameable, is called • «r«MM rnv li- 
** tuu§^vfnvy one thai makes righteousness.'^'^Bj the first, we understand 
** one who gives his mind to «m, and makes a practice o/U. By the latter, 
** we understand one who gives himself whoi^ to virtue, and makes it his 
** aim and study to live a good HfeJ* BU^ JBIaekaU, on the Sermon on 
the Mount, vol. i. senn. z. p. 335. 

X James iii. 2. 

y Compare Archbishop Sharpens larger resolution of the same case, yd. 
ui. senn. ziii. p. 3D0, 301, 305, 306> 
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80 distinguished^) then consider, that there are evil spiriis 
to tempt and deceive, as well as a good Spirit to enlighten 
and sanctify; and there is no certain way of knowing 
(without well considering the nature and tendency, the 
justice or injustice of what we are moved to) from whence 
the impulse cometh. Judas probably had a strong im- 
pulse upon him to betray his Lord ; for Satan had entered 
into him^. What /air colours the tempter might lay 
before him, to calm a rebuking conscience, and whether 
he might not persuade him, that it would be only giving 
our Lord an opportunity of setting forth his Divine power 
and glory in his own rescue^, is more than we can cer- 
tainly know : but self -flattery is apt enough to invent or 
to lay hold on soft colourings and good meanings; and 
there is scarce any wickedness whatever, but what is ca- 
pable of being so varnished by a subtile wit. Ananias 
was perhaps another instance of strong impulses^ moving 
him to ^' lie to the Holy Ghost,'' (a grievous sin, and 
near akin to "lying of the Holy Ghost *!,") Satan had 
" filled his heart c.** He also might have been deceived 
by good meanings, such as the tempter had artfully sug- 
gested, and thrown as mists before his eyes : but the thing 
was evil in itself and he ought to have known it. It is 
certain that the persecutors of the Church of Christy some 
of them at least, had a very good meaning in it, " think- 
** ing to do God service***' by it; yet nobody can doubt 
but that they therein acted wickedly : and we have war- 
rant sufficient frotn the general rule of Scripture (that ** he 
^* that committeth sin is of the devil «") to say, that they 

> Luke ixiL 3. John xiii. 2, 27. 

• See Dr. Whitby's Comment cm Matth. zzni. 3. 

** The confident leporting a fiu^ which nearly concerns the Hofy Ghtut^ 
by a person who Ifnowt not that fad to be a iruthf is so like the calling 
upon God as wUneu to a faise, or at least a doubtfid fact, tiiat I scarce see 
how to distinguish itj or how to excuse it from being equally criminal. 
There cannot however be too much cauiion used in matters of that high na- 
ture, so nearly affecting the honour of the tremendout Deity. 

< Acts y. 3, 4. 

* John xvi. 2. Acts xxvi. 9, • 1 John iii. 8. John viii. 44. 

B b3 
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were moved and actuated by Satan in what they so did, 
though with a xeal for God^ and a pious intention to serve 
him. Therefore again, it is exceeding dangerous to trust 
either to warm impulses or to godly intentions, without 
first strictly inquiring into the nature of the acts, and into 
the lawfulness of the means to be made use of for com- 
passing the end aimed at. If any man '' does evil that 
<^ good may come,'' he is a transgressor: it is acting 
wickedly for Go(), and dishonouring him most highly^ in 
attempting to serve him by sin. Pious intentions or goodly 
aims will never bear a man out in unwarrantable prac- 
tices : the end must be goody and the means also, or else 
the action is wicked, and the man an ungodly m.an. There- 
fore, at last, as I before hinted, there is no safe rule to go 
by, but the rule of right reason in conjunction with God's 
written word.: by these every impulse must be scanned 
and tried, both as to end and meCins, before we can pass 
any certain judgment of it, whether it comes from Satan, 
(if it be really supernatural^) or from the Spirit of God. 
If God in ihe soul (as some term it) commands any thing 
contrary to God in the Bible, as for instance, to be disobe^ 
dient to lawful superiors in things good or lawful, to 
break comely order and regularity, (on which depends 
the very life of religion and the being of a church,) or to 
invade other men's provinces, or so much as to take offence 
if not permitted to do so : or, if the supposed God in the 
soul is observed to blow men up with spiritual pnde and 
self-admiration, and a supercilious contempt of others, 
teaching them to reject all remonstrances of sound reason 
to the contrary, as carnal reason s, and all remonstrances 

' I put in tliat restriction, as being aware of a middle opinion, wfaidi looks 
upon most of those cases as compastienate cases, arimng from some onbap- 
py distemper of mind, some eomplexufnai disorder. See Meric Casanbon 
concerning Enthnsiasm, printed A. D. 1655. and 0r. Henry More's Enfbo- 
siasmus triompbatas, printed in 1656. 

9 See the pamphlet before mentioned, entitled, A Demonstration of the 
Insoffidency both of Reason and Revelation, p. 48-'-54. And compare Dr. 
Bennef B Confutation of Quakerism, (chap. r. p. 44—61.) in answer to tfae 
fond pretences raised from a mitiaken. distinction between the natural and 
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offered from Scripture ae coming merely firom natural 
men, (which is, in short, resolving to stop their ears 
against Scripture and reason^ to follow their own fancies i) 
I say, if the supposed Ood in the soul either prescribes 
such practices, or instils such principles of error and con* 
fusion ; then may we be assured, that it is not the God 
of heaven that does it, but the " God of this world,*' (if 
any) which sometimes <^ blinds the minds of them that 
** believe not, lest the glorious Gospel of Christ" (the so- 
vereign rule of Christian faith and conduct) ^' should shine 
^' upon them b/' Great care should be taken, not to in* 
vert the right order of things, not to be^n at the wrong 
end. Say not, we are favourites of heaven^ we hope the 
Spirit; therefore our hearts are rigkt, and our ways good; 
&t that would be drawing a very precarious conclusion 
from dark and disputable premises t but say rather^i (after 
impartial examinauon,) our hearts are right, and our 
ways goody and therefore we have the Spirit. For he that 
is led by the Spirit, and walks by the written rules of the 
Spirit, he, and he only, can. upon sure grounds say, that 
he has the Spirit K And when he can say it, let him say 
it to himself, and to God, (whom he ought to diank for 
so inestimable a blessing,) and let him not rashly boast of 
it^^ before the world, nor censoriously ^uc^g^ or despise 

spiritual man : a dUtinclioD, as by some used, oontrired only to fence 
agunst all oonvietion or persuadon ; and to set up t^t nensUvHui i$rfaUi'' 
Umy in every privtUe man's breast, which is jasHy detested by all sober 
men, vhen pretended to by tLoypubhc person, or by any ccUecUve body of 
men whatsoever. 

* 2Cor,iv.4. 

I Rom. viii. 1. L 4, 5, 14. Gal. v. 16, 18. To the taw and to the iesti- 
wumy : if they speak not according to this wordy it is because there is no 
Hghtinthem, Zroto^ viii. 20. 

Hence it appears that God's ordinary way of enlightening men is by the 
outward word written, and not by his immediate teaching or inspiration, 
without sach outward means. The J^jririft work is the opening and <lw- 
posing the hearts of men to rec^ve instruction from the written word ; to 
improve by mediate (not immediate) revelation. See Whitby's Comment on 
James i. 18. p. 678, 679. 

k I said rashly^ to exclude some very rare and extraordinary cases, 
where a person may commend himself. St. Paul did so : but then he knew 

B b 4 
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others ; for that would be directly copying after the proud 
Pharisee^ and would infallibly quench the Spirit. Com- 
mon modesty and decency, and above all^ our common 
Christianity f forbids all such boasting of the ordinary 
graces ; which would amount to the same with blazing it 
abroad^ how purcy how holy, how righteous we take our- 
selves to be, above others. Neither will it avail us^ in 
such cases, to urge that we know it,*and that we thank 
God for it, ascribing nothing to ourselves: for did not 
even the proud Pharisee do the same, when be said, 
^' God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are^ ?'' 
8cc» Christianity is an humble, quiet, peaceable, and 
orderiy religion; not noisy or ostentatious, not assuming 
or censorious, not factious or tumultuous : they who 
think otherwise of it, are altogether strangers to it, and 
know nothing yet, as they oi:^t to know, of the life and 
spirit of true Christianity. 

4. And here, in the next place, it may not be amiss to 
throw in some few thoughts concerning a passionate reli- 
gion, and the nature or danger of it. Indeed all our pas- 
sions ought to center in God, and they can never be better 
spent than upon his glory and service. But passion^ even 
in that case, without reason, judgment, or sound discrO' 
tion in the use of just and proper means, works in like 
manner as any other wild and turbulent passion does ; for 
passion, as such, is blind. Violent passions and unruly 
affections are the worst guides imaginable, whether in 
religion or in any other aflairs of moment. For like as an 
over zealous and over officious admirer often forgets the 
good counsel of a wise friend whom he undertakes to 

that what lie said was strictly true : he knew that there was a very great ne- 
ceseiiy for it : he h/^ew that he had Goets warrant for so doing in that case, 
writing hy inqnrationf and able to give miraculous proof of Christ speaking 
m him : he did it not for preeminence over true Apostles, bnt to hinder 
false Apostles from assuming a preeminence over him, to the destruction of 
Christianity: tfaoae were circumstances, which so justify his self-commenda" 
Hon, as to leave every others if in different drcnmstances, or ^jffmntfy 
managed, without excuse. 
> LukezviiL 11. 
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serve^ overlooks his instructions^ disturbs all his affitirs, 
crosses his interests^ exposes his reputation, and makes it 
at length necessary for his friend to discard him for his 
ill*managed fondness : so an heady, unthinking religion^ 
ist, through his eagerness and impaiience in the cause of 
God, often forgets God's sacred laws, and overlooks his 
all-wise commandments; and in conclusion, rather dis- 
turbs, obstructs, and exposes religion, than serves it ; tuid 
therefore cannot reasonably expect a reward for it. True 
reli^on requires both a warm heart and a cool head; 
especially in a minister of it, if he proposes to do any 
good service in his function. It is easy for warm zealots 
to throw reflections upon the wiser and more considerate 
guides, who come not up to their degrees of intemperate 
heat and ferment : but a small knowledge of mankind will 
suffice to show, that they who will not be converted by, 
cool, calm, and rational measures, will not be wrought 
upon, as to any good and lasting effect, by eagerness or 
passion. The world, indeed, is generally bad, always 
was, and always will be : but still we must not venture 
upon affected, irregular, unjustifiable courses, in order to 
reclaim it; which in reality would not reclaim it, but 
make it worse. Men must be brought to God, in God's 
own way, if at all. When the ministers of Christ have 
done all that was just, prudent, or proper, and the e£fect 
does not answer, they must not presume to grow as mad 
in one way, as sinners are in another, in hopes to recover 
them to dieir^ senses. Is any man zealous for the Lord 
God of hosts ? It is well that he is so. But still there is 
one thing of as great, or greater importance than any, 
and which ought to be looked to in the^r^^ place; name- 
ly, to rest contented with God's approved and authorized 
methods of reforming the world ; to submit to his wis- 
dom rather than our own; to proceed no farther than God 
has warranted; but to stop where God requires it, as well 
as to run where he has 5^/. Grod will be served, as be- 
comes an awjul Governor of the universe, not with amor^ 
ous freedoms or fond familiarities, but with reverence and 
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respectful fear ; at a becoming disiance, in due form and 
soleranityi and with the atriotest crder and regulariiy. 
He struck Uzzah with death for his over offioiousnets » ; 
condemned Saul for intermeddling where he had nothing 
to doi^; and reproved the Prophets^ or pretended pro- 
phets, for prophesying lies in his name^ and running where 
they were not sent^. Under the New Testament, some 
transformed themselves into Apostles of Christ, and glo- 
ried of their being ministers of righteousness, even above 
St. Paul { they were sharply rebuked by the same St. 
Paul; and were by him put in mind^ that they were 
Satan's ministers in doing it, and only copied after him ; 
for Satan knew how to be transformed, when occasion 
should serve, <' into an angel of light P.'' It seems, Satan 
could encourage righteousness in party mtbcmt being di-^ 
vided against himself; inasmuch as he was sure to gain 
ten times more in the whole, if the artifice should sue- 
ceed I because, in the last issue, it would turn to the utter 
destruction and dissolution of the religion of Christ. The 
same would be the case, were once a private spirit set up, 
under any pretence whatever, in exposition to the only 
true and sober rule of God's written word, by which 
.every spirit must be tried. It is in vain to say here, as 
some have done, that spiritual men only, that is, <Acm- 
seltfes, must judge of the written word : for, first, the 
question is, whether they are really spiritual men ; a fact 
which stands only on their own partial testimony: be- 
sides, they undoubtedly mistake the phrase of spiritual 
men, if they understand it of themselves as favoured with 
immediate revelation. It deserves also to be considered, 
whether a formed resolution to hearken to no reason but 



n 2 Sam. Ti. 7. 1 Chroo. xui. 9, 10. 

" 1 Sam. xiU. 9—14. 

• Jeran. »▼. \A, 15. xxiii. 21, 22. zzvU. 14, 15. xziz. 9. 

» 2 Got. zi. 13» 14, 15, Gpmpare 2 Ccnt. x. 2. It may be added, tliat Ike 
Fharisees pretepded to a grealer strictness m religion tban was fouid in onr 
Lord's discipleSf or even in Christ himself, whom they rudely and madly 
charged as loose in comparison, Luke vii. 34. 
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their oum, nor to give. ear to Scripture itself, but as inter- 
preted by private fancy ^ be not sealing up their eye^ 
against instruction, and fatally giving themselves up to 
strong delusions. 

5. But to return^ and to conclude with what I began 
with 5 all I have to observe farther is^ to remind you, that 
as we have had our regeneration once in our infancy, (most 
of us,) it now lies upon u» to preserve or to repair and im^ 
prove it, by a daily renewing of the inner man, by a se- 
date, regular, uniform obedience to all God*s command- 
ments. That will be the only sure mark of our love to- 
wards God, and likewise of his love towards us. Take 
we due care^ that something of the wisdom of the serpent 
may always accompany the innocence of the dove; and 
that religion and discretion may constantly go hand in 
hand. As to the open attacks of infidels, they perhaps 
may help to confirm and harden the ill-disposed, the disso^ 
lute, and profane, who probably would not return, (or 
very few oJF them,) though they had no such advocates to 
appear for them : but there may be more danger in at- 
tempts made to draw aside even the well-disposed, the 
good, and godly ; who, if not beguiled m some religious 
shape, would probably persevere in their salutary courses 
to their dying day. Such persons deserve the kindest 
and most compassionate care of their fiuthful guides. 
May they continue firm and stedfast in that good way 
they are in; that which our pious Reformers, about two 
hundred years ago, following the ancient models, have 
chalked out for them. Those were excellent men, and in 
a sober sense full of the Spirit; which shined forth in 
their wise counsels and their exemplary lives, visible, in a 
manner, to all good men; unless we may except them- 
selves, whose great humility and modesty would scarce 
permit them to see what could not be hid from the ob- 
serving world. Under such a regular and authorized min- 
istry, as was then most justly established, our Church 
(God be thanked) has subsisted and flourished, and does 
to this day. They who stand here, stand safe; while 
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walking by the same rule, and minding the same thing; 
daily labouring and endeavouring to ^^ have always a con- 
*' science vqid of offence towards God and towards men/' 
Which that we may all do, God of bis mercy grant, 
through our Lord and Suviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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